“The Scriptures”
What are they?

I. Where do the scriptures come from?
A. The scriptures were written by men.

Exodus 24:4 — "Moses wrote down all the words of the Lord.
Then he arose early in the morning, and built an altar at the foot
of the mountain with twelve pillars for the twelve tribes of Israel.”

B. The Scripture have been inspired by God.

2 Timothy 3:16 — " All Scripture is inspired by God and
profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in
righteousness;

"2 Peter 1:21 — " for no prophecy was ever made by an act of
human will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.”

Il. Why are they special?
A. They are eternal from Heaven.

Psalm 119:89 — " Forever, O Lord, Your word is settled in
heaven.”

B. They will most surely come to pass in its totality.

Isaiah 40:8 — "The grass withers, the flower fades, But the word
of our God stands forever.”

Mark 13:31 — “Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words
will not pass away.”

Ill. What purpose are the scriptures to Man?
A. For God to reveal Himself to man.

Hebrews 1:1-2 — "? God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers
in the prophets in many portions and in many ways, 2 in these
last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of
all things, through whom also He made the world.”

B. They are a perfect treasure without error or defect.

Psalm 19:10 — "They are more desirable than gold, yes, than
much fine gold; Sweeter also than honey and the drippings of the
honeycomb.”

Psalm 119:11 — "Your word | have treasured in my heart, That |
may not sin against You.”

C. The scriptures are given for our instruction.

Romans 15:4 — “For whatever was written in earlier times was
written for our instruction, so that through perseverance and the
encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.”

D. Its instruction leads us to salvation.

2 Timothy 3:15 — "and that from childhood you have known the
sacred writings which are able to give you the wisdom that leads
to salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.”

IV. What is the central message of the scriptures?
A. They testify of Jesus Christ.

John 5:39 — “You search the Scriptures because you think that in
them you have eternal life; it is these that testify about Me;”

A. They testify of His saving sacrifice for man.

Luke 24:44-46 — "% Now He said to them, “These are My words
which | spoke to you while | was still with you, that all things
which are written about Me in the Law of Moses and the
Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” - ¢ and He said to
them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ would suffer and rise
again from the dead the third day,”
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