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“The members of the UU Meeting House hold sacred each individual’s
spiritual and ethical development. We welcome all and seek unity in diversity.
We commit ourselves in service to the wellbeing of the congregation and to all of
life.”~~Mission Statement of the Unitarian Universalist Meeting House of Provincetown
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“Darkness cannot drive out darkness:
only light can do that.
Hate cannot drive out hate;
only love can do that.”
Martin Luther King, Jr.

We can easily forgive a child who is afraid of the
dark; the real tragedy of life is when [we] are
afraid of the light.
Plato

At times our own light goes out and is rekindled
by a spark from another person.
Each of us has cause for deep gratitude to those who
have lighted the flame within us.
Albert Schweitzer
We are not here to curse the darkness
but to light the candle that can guide us
through that darkness
to a safe and sane future.
John F. Kennedy
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Sunday, December 3: Blessing in a Time of Violence
Rev. Kate Wilkinson

This morning we draw on the words of Jan Richardson as we contemplate her poem Blessing in a Time of Violence. As we enter the holiday season we are acutely aware that violence has disrupted the lives of so many this year. Knowing this, how can we talk about the
joy of the season? How can we talk about blessing? And don’t we need to even more now?

Sunday, December 10: Stone Soup
Rev. Kate Wilkinson

Once upon a time there was not enough food for the hungry people of a village. They
didn’t want to share their scant resources, so everyone hoarded their food. That was until
a stranger appeared in the center of town and began to make a delicious pot of stone soup.
How do our own lives feel more abundant when we loosen our grip on what is ours?

Sunday, December 17: Hanukkah

Rev. Kate Wilkinson
Each year we retell the story of the oil which burned for eight nights when there was only
enough for one. How do we sustain ourselves when it feels our reserves are running dry?
How can this ancient story give us courage and hope for today?
At 1:00 on December 17 join us for an Advent Service in the sanctuary
offered by Kathleen Henry

Thursday, December 21: Winter Solstice Service 5pm
Sunday, December 24: Lessons and Carols 11am, Candlelight Service 7pm
Rev. Kate Wilkinson
Join us for an informal Lessons and Carols service at 11am

and return in the evening for our Candlelight service at 7pm.

Sunday, December 31: Taize style worship service
Rev. Christie Hardwick and Worship Committee
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Helping Hands. . .

Another UUMH great idea! Do
you need a ride? have a pet who
needs a walk? need some medication picked up? Helping Hands
has been at work since November
assisting the UUMH community.
Every month a different volunteer
is in charge of matching your
need up with someone who has
volunteered to help. These volunteers are creative and resourceful
people---don’t hesitate!
Dianne Kopser is the facilitator:
508-237-1321

Deck the Halls!
Can you help us
to create the holiday spirit in our
beautiful sanctuary by donating
a poinsettia or
two? Plants can
be dropped off
Monday-Thursday
the week before
Christmas.

O
Christmas
Tree!
Some
times the
Holidays seem so hectic
that we’d rather give them a pass.
Rather than a
nice relaxing period of time off Owith * family,
the winterO holidays can turn into endless hours on the road
driving, the stress of
cleaning a house and cooking for company, and
an *overwhelming black
hole of consumerism.O OEven choosing a
Christmas Tree can be stressful. It costs how much??? And how are we
*going to get it into the car?
Why won’t it standO up straight? I think it’s about to fall! Every yearO
I think about not getting a Otree. But then I do and I am always so grateful. *
My deepest holiday
pleasure is not in all the parties or festivities, but in *sitting quietly in my living
room looking at the lights
on the Christmas tree. It’s a lovely respite from a frantic world. O
As I lose Omyself in the Ogreenery and twinkling lights, a familiar O
O
Christmas Carol
comes to mind:
O Christmas tree,
O Christmas tree
How lovely are thy branches.
My wish for you this holiday season… whether you are celebrating Christmas or Hanukah or Solstice… is that you find those quiet moments for
yourself…moments to be still and reflect and simply enjoy the season.
Happy Holidays!
Rev. Kate
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[Editor’s note: Could we hear a cheer for Jane Lea!! All is well. May her recovery be swift.]
• Paul Roberts continues to heal, but the going is slow. We
are keeping Paul and his husband, David Young in our
prayers.
• Our fearless leader, Bruce DeSteCroix, is walking on his
own and slowly returning to his new normal!
• We send our friend, Christine Levine, prayers for healing
from Lyme disease and two co-infections. She is in our
prayers.
• We are hoping that we might get to see Cricket Comey
some time soon after her knee replacement. Know that
we are thinking of you, dear friend!
• Speaking of knee surgery, Pat Medina, is recovering from
that very thing. Let us know how we might help, Pat. We
love you true!
• Sasha Curran ended up in CC Hospital after an infection.
She is home now and we are sending healing thoughts.
• Sending love to Jan Ranken. You are always in our
thoughts, Jan.
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Unitarians and Christmas
Will you be surprised!!!
excerpts from an article by Rev.Tracy Springberry

This might surprise you. It did me. We would be the last people to fight a Christmas War, it seems. For most of us [Unitarian Universalists] “Merry Christmas” is OK, and so is
“Happy Holidays” or “Happy Solstice” . . . But once upon a time Unitarians believed the fight for the soul of the American Christmas was a battle worth fighting.
It was Unitarians who wove together Santa Claus, Christmas trees, gift giving around the tree, a focus on charity, and peace and goodwill toward all to create the Christmas that the
majority of Americans celebrate today. And while the story of the baby Jesus was not left out, what was central to this holiday was not the coming of God in a human form for the atonement of
human sins, as it was for conservative Christians, but Unitarian values and theology.
But how did Unitarians take over Christmas? Let me tell you the story.
Long ago, when the Puritans came to this country, they banned Christmas. At that time in England, Christmas was nothing like the Christmas we celebrate today. It was a wild public
party, much like Mardi Gras. People drank. They got crazy. They shot off guns and fireworks. They made a nuisance of themselves. This partying way of celebrating had an old, old history. When
Roman rulers were trying to convince their people to be Christian and not pagan, they announced Christ’s birthday would be celebrated in December,
the time when Romans celebrated Saturn with over a week of wild partying. Later, as Christianity moved north, the celebration of Christ’s birthday got
mixed up with other winter celebrations like the Celtic Yule. These holidays also had an emphasis on a party. We still celebrate this Christmas in some
ways, and the famous Welsh carol “Deck the Hall,” is an example of the enduring celebration of Yule traditions.
The Puritans understood the pagan roots of Christmas, noted that the Bible never mentioned celebrating Christ’s birthday and insisted that
everyone should simply ignore it. In 1621, when some of the colonies’ newer residents tried to take Christmas day off, the governor ordered them back
to work. Thirty years later the General Court of Massachusetts declared the celebration of Christmas to be a criminal offense. The Puritans did win
that Christmas war for a long time. For nearly 150 years, celebrating Christmas was illegal in New England. But by the 1800s, things had changed. In
the southern parts of the new United States people had been celebrating Christmas with public partying, and so had the new Irish immigrants who were
settling in New England. Christmas was a great day for all the local bars. Additionally, by the early 1800s Puritans no longer had the moral and political authority to hold off Christmas. They were
no longer a unified group and had divided into conservative and liberal factions. And the liberal Puritans, who were on the verge of becoming Unitarians, began to call for the public observance of
Christmas.
Conservative and liberal Puritans divided on their beliefs about the nature of people and the nature of conversion. Conservatives believed people were naturally bad, based on the
doctrine of original sin, but liberals believed people were naturally good because all people were created by God. Conservatives believed true Christian conversion was an emotional, spirit-filled
moment. Liberals believed conversion happened through education and the development of character based on following the teachings of Jesus.
Christmas, the Unitarians believed, could be a holiday to promote their values of generosity and charity and social good, and would be a wonderful way to build these values, particularly in children. Unitarians at that time were obsessed with how to raise generous children with good characters. Tradition said the evil must be beaten from a child, but Unitarians did not believe
it. Still, how did you raise a child who was kind, generous, and good? This was brand new ground and Unitarian parents were understandably anxious about it. Celebrating Christmas, many felt,
had the potential to help.
In the 1800s, the Unitarians were trendsetters. They were well-educated, often wealthy, and had access to and control of the media. Unitarian thinkers began to write about Christmas,
bringing their values and theology to the forefront of the conversation.
One of the most influential moments in this transformation of Christmas was the publication of “A Visit from St. Nicholas” in 1823 by Clement Moore, a Unitarian. Moore invented
the Santa Claus we all know and love. Before that there was no unified tradition of a Christmas visitor bringing gifts to all. “He was chubby and plump, a right jolly old elf,” wrote Moore, “And
I laughed when I saw him, in spite of myself! A wink of his eye and a twist of his head, soon gave me to know I had nothing to dread.” He had, with a single poem,
transformed St. Nicholas, a bishop known for acts of charity, into the myth of Santa Claus.
Aaron Wolf, in “A Tender Unitarian Christmas,” writes sadly, “what once was a real person who performed acts of charity as a response to the redemptive
work of Christ, became an unreal, mythic figure, who inspires us to be nice to one another.” Yes, Moore transformed St. Nicholas from a Catholic bishop to a Unitarian. Moore’s Santa Claus believed in the worth and dignity of every child, and that all deserved some kindness and pleasure. He reminds us of our responsibility to be
kind and generous to one another. Later it was another Unitarian, Thomas Nast, a cartoonist, who placed Santa on the North Pole as message that he existed for all the
children of the world.

The Unitarians also brought us:
		• the Christmas tree. The Christmas tree had become a symbol of the holiday in Germany in the 1700s. One Christmas Charles
Follen, a German immigrant, a Unitarian and the first German professor at Harvard, invited several colleagues to his home where he had put up a tree
lit with candles and covered with ornaments as he remembered from his childhood. One of the guests later wrote, “It really looked beautiful. The room
seemed in a blaze, and the ornaments were so well hung on, that no accident happened, except that one doll’s petticoat caught fire.” Two of his Unitarian
guests wrote about the experience and in a short time, middle-class Americans were celebrating Christmas by putting up Christmas trees.
		• family gift giving, especially the tradition of children giving to parents. Again the tradition came from Germany. Samuel Coleridge, the Unitarian poet famous for “The Rime of
the Ancient Mariner,” traveled to Germany one winter, and there he saw a ritual around a fir tree, where not only did the children receive gifts from their parents, but they also gave their parents gifts.
		

He wrote:

			

There were eight or nine children, and the eldest daughter and the mother wept aloud for joy and tenderness; and the tears ran down the face of the father, and he

clasped his children so tight to his breast it seemed as if he did it to stifle the sob that was rising within him. I was very much affected.
		

Coleridge loved how this tradition taught children about generosity and unselfishness, and his story about it was published in The Christian Register, the official Unitarian

magazine of the time. This was one of the great answers to the Unitarian question—how do we teach generosity? This gift exchange among parents and children became part of the Christmas tradition, not
only in Unitarian homes, but also in homes across the country.
		• Christmas charity. They believed our responsibility as a religious people was to follow the teachings of Christ, and an important part of those teachings was care for the poor. The
publication of The Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens, a British Unitarian, brought charity to the forefront of Christmas. A Christmas Carol is steeped in the Unitarian theology of the spirit of Jesus and
that how we treat each other matters deeply. In that story, the nephew of Scrooge says:
I have always thought of Christmas time, when it has come round… as a good time: a kind, forgiving, charitable, pleasant time: the only time I know of, in the long calendar of the year, when
men and women seem by one consent to open their shut-up hearts freely, and to think of people below them as if they really were fellow-passengers to the grave, and not another race of creatures bound on
other journeys. And therefore, uncle, though it has never put a scrap of gold or silver in my pocket, I believe that it has done me good, and will do me good; and I say, God bless it!
And we believe it: not just modern-day Unitarian Universalists, but most people who celebrate the season. At Christmas we make sure, like Santa in “A Visit from St. Nicholas,” that all
children receive gifts, that the food banks are full of food, and that at least for these few weeks people everywhere are cared for.
I love all the Christmas traditions brought to us by our Unitarian ancestors. I love how they remind us to be giving, generous, and kind to the people we know and the people we don’t. This for
me is the spirit of Christmas. I’m proud to say that the spirit of giving is itself a gift from our religious tradition.
Rev. Tracy Springberry

Editors’ Note: I’m taking some of Rev. Springberry’s ideas with a little grain of salt--the notion that Unitarians “brought us Christmas charity” is just a BIT hyperbolic!!
I am relishing, however, the view that the Unitarian sensiiblity about generosity and hospitality had a major influence on the culture. The Catholics, particularly the Knights of Columbus, are known for
their campaign to “Keep Christ in Christmas;” Unitarian history shows us that we have tried to keep charity in the holiday for hundreds of years!

Check out the UUMH website
for a WEEKLY
announcement of events!
www.uumh.org
click on
THIS WEEK at the MEETING
HOUSE
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UUMH Walking Club
Join us for our next Walking Club
Monday, December 11, 10am
Fort Hill, Eastham

Join Ryan Cooke

and other UUMH knitters Sundays
after service to knit together
for an hour or so.
Bring your current project,
or, one can be suggested!
We have a pattern to make winter
hats that say Resist!, or, Black Lives
Matter! We could also make prayer
shawls, or work together doing
squares for an afghan.It will be fun
and cosy!
All levels are welcome,
beginner to expert!

In Acker Bosworth
Hall after coffee

Advent Service
UUMH
December 17
1 PM

God gave us memory
so that we might
have roses in
December.

James M. Barrie

Mark Your Calendars!

Sunday, December 3: Annual Meeting and Potluck after service
Saturday, December 2: Budget Review Session, 10am
The UUMH Finance Committee and Board of Directors strive to make our budgeting
process as transparent as possible. At our Annual Meeting on December 3 we will be
presenting an overview of our proposed budget for 2018, and we welcome questions
from the floor.
When looking at the yearly budget we realize that some people are looking for the
big picture and some would like to see the details. Therefore we are offering a new
opportunity this year.
For those who are interested in seeing a more detailed budget (aka not collapsed into
categories), we invite you to join our Minister, Treasurer, and members of the Finance
Committee on Saturday, December 2 at 10am in Acker Bosworth Hall for a review of
the full line-by-line budget. This will allow time for more detailed questions so that on
Sunday there is time in our Annual Meeting for all of our committee reports, voting
on new board members, and a safety planning presentation, in addition to the budget
vote. We hope you’ll join us!

God grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change

The courage to change the things I can

and
The wisdom to know the difference.

Ellen Anthony created this amazing tree for us to celebrate all that we give
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Karen Pagano created the labyrinth and we filled it out with canned goods for
the food pantry. The students from the Provincetown School walked the
labyrinth the Monday before Thanksgiving.

We give thanks!
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Every Christmas season for twenty seven years, Pat Medina
has tooted the horn and singers from
the Outer Cape Chorale and local choirs and individual singers,
too, have piled in the bus or have followed in their cars to sing
carols to the elderly and shut-ins of Provincetown.
This is not just a joyful evening (although it certainly IS a joyful evening!) ~ it is an inspirational and unforgettable moment
for those who join in the singing and for those who are touched
by the music. It is the meaning of the season.
To be a part of it SIGN UP with Pat Medina at OCC rehearsal!
Gather at 5 PM Thursday December 14th
MacMillan Lot (parking is free)
Restrooms at MacMillan Lot

Music will be provided. Dress warmly and festively w/colors of the season.

On Sunday, October 8, Rev. Kate
posed the question in her sermon:
Can you Spare
a Square?
You’ve probably heard of Prayer Shawls,
but have you ever heard of a Prayer
Square? Today we talk about the power of
prayer and how a little scrap of felt in your
pocket can make a big difference.
What Rev. Kate surprised us with were
individual squares she personally embroidered for all in attendance that morning.
We are so blessed to have Rev. Kate as our
companion and guide on our searches for
truth and meaning.
She spent all summer thinking of us as she
stitched beautiful images.
Here are some of them, and some
responses from you about them.

Sooo precious this gift of prayer,
I made a way to wear it. Ellen Anthony

My square and I are now back in Victoria, British Columbia, Canada. I have been to Provincetown many times over the years but never ventured into the UU Meeting House. It was the
intriguing sermon title on the roadside sign that enticed me inside.
Well now that I have discovered Rev. Kate and all her ‘lovelies’ I shall be hanging out as a
meeting house groupie every year. The morning of Can You Spare a Square was magical….
I can still clearly remember how deeply I was touched by the embrace of inclusivity as I moved
in line to receive a square. I felt the energy of all who had inhabited the pews over the decades,
I was moved by the words and emotions evoked, I felt at peace and at home. This tiny square is
imbued with all that I experienced that morning.
I carry it close to my person in my shirt or jeans pocket so that my heart is at peace and my
soul is fed.It is a constant reminder of welcoming the stranger in our midst, of the power of
prayer and of being open to love.
I wish you all a happy and safe Thanksgiving… hands across borders forever.
Denise Davies

Send in your square and your written comment to
meetinghousenews@gmail.com
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by the 20th
of the month
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