Second Sunday of Advent
Sunday, December 5, 2021 CLC 8 & 11am
GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
ADVENT WREATH LITANY
The Assisting Minister or another liturgist leads in the Advent Litany.
Upon hearing the news that his son would be a prophet of the Most High
Zechariah broke into a song of praise.
“And you, child, will go before the Lord to prepare his ways,
to give knowledge of salvation to his people
by the forgiveness of their sins.”
We light the second Advent candle as an act of praise
that by God’s mercy, the Messiah will come
to give light to those in darkness,
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.
Light the candle.
O God, for ages upon ages
We have waited
For the world to be made right.
O God, we long for your world
Of justice and love.
O God, we ask for nothing more,
And nothing less,
Than that the world be changed.
O God, turn the world to good.
Maranatha!
Come, Lord Jesus.
Blessed are they who come in the name of the Lord. Amen.
Blessed are they who come in the name of the Lord. Amen.
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GATHERING SONG Canticle of the Turning (ELW 723)
The time of gathering song may be brief or extended, and may include
one or more of the following: hymns, psalms; a Kyrie; a canticle of
praise.
1 My soul cries out with a joyful shout
that the God of my heart is great,
and my spirit sings of the wondrous things
that you bring to the ones who wait.
You fixed your sight on your servant's plight,
and my weakness you did not spurn,
so from east to west shall my name be blest.
Could the world be about to turn?
Refrain
My heart shall sing of the day you bring.
Let the fires of your justice burn.
Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near,
and the world is about to turn.
2 Though I am small, my God, my all,
you work great things in me,
and your mercy will last from the depths of the past
to the end of the age to be.
Your very name puts the proud to shame,
and to those who would for you yearn,
you will show your might, put the strong to flight,
for the world is about to turn. Refrain
(Vs 3 & 4 follow the music)
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3 From the halls of pow'r to the fortress tow'r,
not a stone will be left on stone.
Let the king beware for your justice tears
ev'ry tyrant from his throne.
The hungry poor shall weep no more,
for the food they can never earn;
there are tables spread, ev'ry mouth be fed,
for the world is about to turn. Refrain
4 Though the nations rage from age to age,
we remember who holds us fast:
God's mercy must deliver us
from the conqueror's crushing grasp.
This saving word that our forebears heard
is the promise which holds us bound,
till the spear and rod can be crushed by God,
who is turning the world around. Refrain

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
KYRIE (ELW p. 147)
In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above,
and for our salvation,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

4

For the peace of the whole world,
for the well-being of the Church of God,
and for the unity of all,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house,
and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day.
E pule, Kakou. Let us pray.
A brief silence is kept before the prayer.
Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By
his coming give to all the people of the world knowledge of your
salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
The assembly is seated.
WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
FIRST READING: Malachi 3:1-4
God announces a covenant with Israel. A messenger like Malachi (his
name means “my messenger”) will prepare the way for the coming of
the Lord by purifying and refining God’s people, as silver and gold are
refined.
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A reading from Malachi.
1

See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the
Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger
of the covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, says the
LORD of hosts. 2But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can
stand when he appears?
For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; 3he will sit as a
refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi
and refine them like gold and silver, until they present offerings to the
LORD in righteousness. 4Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will
be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old and as in former years.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM: Luke 1:68-79
68
Blessed are you, Lord, the God of Israel,
you have come to your people and set them free.
69
You have raised up for us a mighty Savior,
born of the house of your servant David.
70
Through your holy prophets, you promised of old to save us from
our enemies,
71
from the hands of all who hate us,
72
to show mercy to our forebears,
and to remember your holy covenant.
73
This was the oath you swore to our father Abraham:
74
to set us free from the hands of our enemies,
free to worship you without fear,
75
holy and righteous before you, all the days of our life.
76
And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High,
for you will go before the Lord to prepare the way,
77
to give God’s people knowledge of salvation
by the forgiveness of their sins.
78
In the tender compassion of our God
the dawn from on high shall break upon us,
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to shine on those who dwell in darkness and in the shadow of death,
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.

SECOND READING: Philippians 1:3-11
The apostle Paul was the pastor of many new churches. He writes in this
letter about his joy to be in partnership with the Christians of Philippi.
Listen to how tender-hearted Paul, sometimes a stern preacher, is with
his friends as he encourages them to grow in love and knowledge.
A reading from Philippians.
3

I thank my God every time I remember you, 4constantly praying with
joy in every one of my prayers for all of you, 5because of your sharing in
the gospel from the first day until now. 6I am confident of this, that the
one who began a good work among you will bring it to completion by
the day of Jesus Christ. 7It is right for me to think this way about all of
you, because you hold me in your heart, for all of you share in God’s
grace with me, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and
confirmation of the gospel. 8For God is my witness, how I long for all of
you with the compassion of Christ Jesus. 9And this is my prayer, that
your love may overflow more and more with knowledge and full insight
10
to help you to determine what is best, so that in the day of Christ you
may be pure and blameless, 11having produced the harvest of
righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of
God.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (ELW
257) Verses 3 & 4
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.
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3 O come, O come, O Lord of might, as to your tribes on Sinai's height
in ancient times you gave the law in cloud, and majesty, and awe.
Refrain
Refrain
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.
4 O come, O Branch of Jesse, free your own from Satan's tyranny;
from depths of hell your people save, and give them vict'ry o'er the
grave. Refrain
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GOSPEL: Luke 3:1-6
John the Baptist is a herald of Jesus, whose way is prepared by
“repentance for the forgiveness of sins.” As we hear the careful record
of human leaders, we sense the spectrum of political and religious
authority that will be challenged by this coming Lord.
The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.
1

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius
Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his
brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and
Lysanias ruler of Abilene, 2during the high priesthood of Annas and
Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the
wilderness. 3He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, 4as it is written in the
book of the words of the prophet Isaiah,
“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight.
5
Every valley shall be filled,
and every mountain and hill shall be made low,
and the crooked shall be made straight,
and the rough ways made smooth;
6
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’ ”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
KEIKI STORY
SERMON
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HYMN OF THE DAY On Jordan's Bank the Baptist's Cry (ELW
249)
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.
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1 On Jordan's bank the Baptist's cry announces that the Lord is nigh;
awake and hearken, for he brings glad tidings of the King of kings!
2 Then cleansed be ev'ry life from sin; make straight the way for God
within,
and let us all our hearts prepare for Christ to come and enter there.
3 We hail you as our Savior, Lord, our refuge and our great reward;
without your grace we waste away like flow'rs that wither and decay.
4 Stretch forth your hand, our health restore, and make us rise to fall no
more;
oh, let your face upon us shine and fill the world with love divine.
5 All praise to you, eternal Son whose advent has our freedom won,
whom with the Father we adore, and Holy Spirit, evermore.
NICENE CREED
The Nicene Creed or the Apostles’ Creed may be spoken. The Nicene
Creed is appropriate during Advent, Christmas, Easter, and on festival
days; the Apostles’ Creed during Lent and at other times.
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
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For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and
places that yearn for God’s presence.
A brief silence.
Gracious God, you send messengers into the world to proclaim the day
of your coming. Make our bishops, pastors, deacons, and lay preachers
confident in their preaching, that their words and our lives witness to
your grace.
E ka Haku,
E aloha mai.
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Send your Spirit to all living creatures that are endangered. Provide them
with shelter and care, and bring us into right relationship with the earth
that you create and call good. E ka Haku,
E aloha mai.
Send leaders to our nations, cities, schools, and businesses to work on
behalf of those who have lost parents, spouses, and loved ones;
immigrants; the imprisoned; those living in poverty; and all who are
oppressed. Make them bold in their commitments to justice and
reconciliation. E ka Haku,
E aloha mai.
Send your servants to care for those who suffer. Use our ministries and
our lives to reach out with compassion to those who are hungry,
oppressed, lonely, or ill especially all those whom we name in our hearts
and whose names we now speak aloud …. Grant them healing and
wholeness. E ka Haku,
E aloha mai.
Send prophets to speak difficult truths, even when they are poorly
received. Embolden those who ask hard questions and challenge
accepted ways. Instill in youth and elders alike a passion for pointing to
Jesus in all things. E ka Haku,
E aloha mai.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
We remember your saints, both those publicly celebrated and those more
humbly remembered. Confident that your work will be completed, we
live in faith until the day of your coming. E ka Haku,
E aloha mai.
God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect.
Receive these prayers and those of our hearts, in the name of Jesus.
Amen.
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God.
Silence is kept for reflection.
God for whom we wait,
in the presence of one another,
we confess our sin before you.
We fail in believing that your good news is for us.
We falter in our call to tend your creation.
We find our sense of self in material wealth.
We fear those different from ourselves.
We forget that we are your children
and turn away from your love.
Forgive us, Blessed One,
and assure us again of your saving grace.
Amen.
God, in Christ Jesus, has looked with favor upon you!
Through the power of the Holy Spirit,
☩ your sins are forgiven.
You are children of the Most High,
inheritors of the eternal promise,
and recipients of divine mercy.
God strengthens you anew to follow the way of peace.
Amen.
PEACE AND ALOHA
Aloha nui e ‘oukou.
‘O ke aloha o ka Haku
e mau ana me ‘oukou
apau loa.
Friends and neighbors, sisters and brothers, the peace of Christ be with
you always.
And also with you.
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MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
OFFERING
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care
of those in need. Mahalo nui loa to everyone is who able to continue
with their offerings.
You may send checks via USPS mail or go to our “Donate” button at
www.clcmililani.org and make your offering via Tithe.ly or PayPal.
Mahalo to Thrivent members making offerings via Simply Giving.
And also to those who are using www.smile.amazon.com!
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Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from your presence,
and take not your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore to me the joy of your salvation,
and uphold me with your free Spirit.
OFFERING PRAYER
As the table is prepared, the assisting minister leads in prayer.
E pule, Kakou. Let us pray.
A brief silence
God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your
creation, and with them our very lives. Teach us patience and hope as we
care for all those in need until the coming of your Son, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.
GREAT THANKSGIVING
DIALOGUE (ELW p. 152)
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The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
PREFACE (ELW p. 153)
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.
You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer,
through whom you will also make all things new
in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
Lord God of pow’r and might:
Heav’n and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 153)
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE (ELW p. 153)
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory, now and forever.
Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Na Makana a ke Akua no ka Po‘e a ke Akua
The Gifts of God for the People of God.
E komo mai, e kipa mai.
Come, all is ready. You are welcome.
COMMUNION
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
and each person may respond
Amen.
The ministers commune either after or before others commune.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
As the table is cleared, the assisting minister leads in prayer.
E pule, Kakou. Let us pray.
A brief silence
God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day
when the hungry will be fed with good things. Send us forth to make
known your deeds and to proclaim the greatness of your name, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
BLESSING
The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing,
so that we may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit,
through ☩ Christ Jesus for whom we wait.
Amen.
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SENDING SONG Christ, Be Our Light (ELW 715)
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1 Longing for light, we wait in darkness.
Longing for truth, we turn to you.
Make us your own, your holy people,
light for the world to see.
Refrain
Christ, be our light!
Shine in our hearts.
Shine through the darkness.
Christ, be our light!
Shine in your church gathered today.
2 Longing for peace, our world is troubled.
Longing for hope, many despair.
Your word alone has pow'r to save us.
Make us your living voice. Refrain
5 Many the gifts, many the people,
many the hearts that yearn to belong.
Let us be servants to one another,
signs of your kingdom come. Refrain
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is near.
Thanks be to God.
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