Miracles and magic are both useful.  


But which one would you rather have?  

Would you rather have $100,000 miraculously appear 


or $100,000 magically appear in you bank account?  

Would your want a miracle cure for cancer 


or a magic cure for cancer?  

Do you want your laundry detergent to miraculously remove tough stains, 


or magically remove even the toughest stains?  

As you can see at this point, 


we have used the two words fairly interchangibly in our everyday conversations.  But are they that interchangeable?

Since you don't go to a miracle show 

and you don't often hear about magical strength 


to lift a car off of someone, 



there has to be a difference between the two words.  

N.T. Wright acknowledged that both gave you power, 


but distinguished between miracles and magic 



by describing magic as, 


“magic attempts to gain power without paying the price of humble submission 



to the God whose power it is.” 

Ben Whitherington described the difference as, 


“The attempt through various sorts of rituals 


and words of power 



to manipulate some deity 



or supernatural power 




into doing the will of the supplicant.”  

As you can hear,


it is always a question of who is the source of the power.?  

With magic, 


we are trying to come up with the right order of words, 



that will cause something to happen.  


Abracadabra!


Hocus pocus!


Alla kazaam, alla kazoo!

Hence the phrase parents have all muttered at least once, 


“What is the magic word?” 

To which a higher pitched,


 desperate, “Please!” 



was offered in exchange for a cookie.

So even in the case of Paul's shadow 

or sweaty rags from his work being used, 


there is an underlying acknowledgement that Paul is Jesus' man, 

and Jesus' power is going through Paul, 


so these rags are vehicles through which God's healing power can work.  Whereas, 


the seven sons of Sceva, 



had tried to invoke a more magical method.  

Exorcism worked on a power hierarchy.  


If you named a higher power, 



the spirit was supposed to submit to the higher power and leave.  


Hence Jesus



the highest power,


 overcoming even a legion of demons in Luke.

So everyone was trying to find the right combination of words 


that would make the world go the way you wanted.

We still do this today, 


in more subtle ways. 

 I spent a few hours 


trying to craft an application 



to try and make my grant proposal more likeable to the reader



 than other peoples.  

If my grant proposal has the right words in it, 


in theory I get the money and support.  

Words have that kind of power.  


But we see that words 



also need to have the power behind them.  

The seven sons were lacking the power of Jesus


and paid physically for calling on a power, 


that was more powerful than the demon, 



but the demons also knew of this power 




and did not see it existing in the brothers.

So we jump to the beginning of the chapter t


o see how one might be able to make the move from magic 


to miracles 



and we see 12 disciples who knew of Jesus, 



were trying to do what they could with the information they had, 


but they too had only heard of John's baptism like Apollos last week.  

Paul baptizes them in the name of Jesus, 


lays his hands upon them, 



and the Holy Spirit comes upon them.  

They now are operating under a different power, 


because they have submitted fully to God 



by whose power they are able to speak in tongues and prophesy.  

That is where their dunamis, 

their miraculous powers comes from.  


Letting God work through them, 



instead of trying to control God.  


They are not trying to figure out which words they need to mutter 



so God will do what they want done.  


They are being vessels.

Now as we noted last week, 


Ephesians was number three on vital cities in the Roman Empire.  

It was large enough, 


that it operated as its own free state.  



Much like New York city does.  


There have been times when I knew more about the mayor of New York 


than I have known about the governor of New York.  

Ephesus was the New York of Asia Minor.  


So every one was there trying to make a name for themselves.  



Magic played a big part of this.

The quickest way to make a name comes through compromising.  

So while there was one of the largest gatherings of Jews 


any where outside of Israel in Ephesus, 



it did not mean they were all purely following the ways of Yahweh.  

They worshipped Yahweh without a doubt, 


but also incorporated many other practices into their observances.  

So for driving out demons, 


they would have Yahweh to call upon, 



but also any other Roman god as well.  

Mixing and matching phrases and gods 


to get results 


and get the money.

Money is the 3rd M of our text today 


after miracles and magic.  

It is the focus, 


because as we have seen throughout Acts, 



Luke is demonstrating again, 




how we use our money, 




gives us a clear picture of how we see our relationship to God.  

So far,


 we have seen that these Jewish sons 



have treated Jesus like a commodity to be sold.  

The beating that they received 


should be a warning to us that God is not that.    

I asked three of the pastors this week,


what was the most memorable things from the ECO conference 



that happened earlier this month.  

Two talked about the reconciliation breakout 


that shared the statistic that 



Americans are 80% more likely to change their faith 



than their politics.  


We will change who Jesus is 



rather than change what our party believes.  

We are still in danger of treating Jesus like a commodity to be sold.

The people's reaction to the beating 


should give us hope for humanity.  

That there are at least 20% 


who will change their lives 


rather than their God 



are out there.  

The people voluntarily bring their scrolls 


and have what is anathema to some in this room.  



A book or scroll burning.  

To be clear, the people bring their own scrolls 


that taught things outside of who God is 


and lit them on the fire.  

They were done trying to control the world through the right sets of words or phrases.  

They were ready to trust that the God at work through Paul, 


the one proclaimed in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus was sufficient. 

 The 50,000 drachmas was significant, 


as a dracma was a days wage.  

Or what someone who worked for 137 years would make in their lifetime, 


goes up in smoke on one night.

These, and other events occur 


because of the radical life changes occurring 



start to alarm 



and upset the financial stability of the city.  

Demetrius is right to be the first concerned, 


as he is a tradesman.  

As we experienced with the shutdown of Skagway, 


the artists were left with nothing but inventory sitting in their houses.  

Business owners, 


at least still had the building to show for it,



 but when your trade it threatened, 



there is not much you can do.  

So protection is important early on.  


The temple of the Goddess Artemis was their cruise ship industry.  

Paul's teaching threatened that financially, 


so there is pushback.  

The whole scene is humanity encapsulated.  


The ancient world was built upon honor and shame.  



That was where your worth came from.  

So while the concern is the downturn in sales, 


the concern quickly becomes the weakening of Artemis' name 


and thus what we produce is not as valuable anymore, 



and we experience shame instead of pride.  

Before this can be processed, 


the value of their God is raised as an issue.  

Money, pride, belief systems and religion 


are all threatened according to Demetrius 



by Paul proclaiming his message of new life in Jesus.  

This is why the crowd is ready to rumble so quickly.  

Now the mob scene runs to the theater, 


where 25,000 people could sit.  

The fact that there was not a clear reason they were there, 


shows the mob mentality at work.  

Alexander was pushed forward to speak, 


about what we never hear.  

For he was identified as a threat as well, 


because he was a Jew.  

Which means he worships Yahweh, 


not Artemis.  

The crowd gains solidarity around Artemis, 


as for two hours they shout, 


“Great is Artemis of the Ephesians!”  

I imagine it something similar to a soccer game in South America or the UK.

In verse 35, 


we get to see the power of the city clerk.  

If you don't realize the power that Steve Burnham has as clerk, 


this is an eye opener.  

But there is also an awareness of the needs of the people.  


So he reaffirms what they have been chanting for two hours, 

but then proceeds to point out how they are in violation of city ordinances.  

In gathering for this meeting, 


without 24 hours notice, 


or at that time, 



one of the 3 times during the month that they met as a council, 




this could be considered an insurrection.  

The freedom that they had from Rome 


was not to be trifled with.  

If this were to go any further, 


their freedom was in danger.  

He then reminds them of their options to legally file any grievances 


to be addressed through the proper channels 


and then sends 25,000 people home.

In the midst of all this, 


Paul had tried to intervene.  

This would have been a chance to speak to the largest audience to date.  


But to Paul's chagrin, 



those wiser than him told him this was not the setting.  

Which again, 


demonstrates that Paul's power was not his to control.  

If he was doing this work through magic, 


then he can go and control the situation.  

Since he was doing it through miracles, 


he is at the leading of God 


and humbly submits.

After almost three years here, 


it is time for Paul to move on again.  

He will be entering a new phase of ministry, 


where it is no longer as a free man, 


able to work and do as he pleases, 



but as one in chains.  

But this will not be as hard as we think, 


because Paul had already realized everything he did 



was dependent on God's power, 



not his.  

He was already a slave in chains to Christ.  


He will now dress the part.  

In doing so, 


there will no longer be any doubt where Paul's power comes from.  

It comes through the life changing power of Jesus Christ.
