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OUR WORSHIP TODAY, December 23", 2018, Advent 4
GATHERING AND MEDITATION TIME

Pre-Service Music, Welcome, and Announcements
CONFESSIONAL PRAYER

Pastor: Lord, we approach your altar with with love for You and our concern for
the price you paid for us on the cross. We realize the difficulties that we face,
and we confess the poor job we have done with our response to your
sacrifice. For that, dear Lord, we make our confession to you this day.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are in bondage to sin and
cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and
deed, by the things we have done and by what we have left undone. We
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen

ABSOLUTION

Pastor: As a result of the love of God, the work of Jesus on His cross, and by the
power of the Holy Spirit, I, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, and by
the authority of Jesus Christ, forgive you all your sins in the name of the, Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit. Go and sin no more. In the name of Jesus we pray. Alleluia
and Amen.

ENTRANCE HYMN: 239 For the Beauty of the Earth
THE PRAYER OF THE DAY (Unison):

Our Heavenly Father, today we celebrate the joy of the birth of
Jesus. The joy of the birth of our Prophet, Priest, King, who brings the
grace and love of salvation to all of us.

May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ enlighten the eyes of our
hearts, so that we may know the hope to which God has called us.
Alleluia and Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Micah 5:2-5a (ESV)

But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of
Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose coming
forth is from of old, from ancient days.

Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labor has given
birth; then the rest of his brothers shall return to the people of Israel.
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And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the
LORD, in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. And they shall
dwell secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth. And he
shall be their peace.

PSALM: Psalm 80:1-7 (ESV)

(Recited whole verse by whole verse — Congregation in Bold)

Restore Us, O God

Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, you who lead Joseph like a flock. You who are
enthroned upon the cherubim, shine forth.

Before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh, stir up your might and come
to save us!

Restore us, O God; let your face shine, that we may be saved!

O LORD God of hosts, how long will you be angry with your people's
prayers?

You have fed them with the bread of tears and given them tears to drink in full
measure.

You make us an object of contention for our neighbors, and our enemies
laugh among themselves.

Restore us, O God of hosts; let your face shine, that we may be saved!

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. As it was in
the beginning, is now, and ever shall be; world without end. Amen
EPISTLE LESSON: Hebrews 10:5-10 (ESV)

Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, “Sacrifices and offerings
you have not desired, but a body have you prepared for me; in burnt offerings and sin
offerings you have taken no pleasure.

Then I said, ‘Behold, I have come to do your will, O God, as it is written of me in
the scroll of the book.”

When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and
offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered according to the
law), then he added, "Behold, I have come to do your will.” He does away with the first in

order to establish the second.

And by that will we have been sanctified through the offering of the
body of Jesus Christ once for all.

Please rise for the Alleluia.

ALLELUIA: Alleluia, Lord to whom shall we go? You have the words of
eternal life, Alleluia.
THE HOLY GOSPEL: Luke 1:46-56 (ESV)

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 1 Chapter.

Glory to you Oh Lord.

Mary's Song of Praise: The Magnificat
And Mary said, "My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God
my Savior, for he has looked on the humble estate of his servant. For behold,
from now on all generations will call me blessed; for he who is mighty has done
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great things for me, and holy is his hame.

And his mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation.

He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the
thoughts of their hearts; he has brought down the mighty from their thrones and
exalted those of humble estate; he has filled the hungry with good things, and
the rich he has sent away empty.

He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, as he spoke
to our fathers, to Abraham and to his offspring forever.”

And Mary remained with her about three months and returned to her
home.

This is the Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to you oh Christ!

SERMON "Love” Pastor Steve Dygert + STS
SERMON HYMN: 274 Jesus Loves Me! Vs 1,2,4,6
OUR CONFESSION OF FAITH: The Nicene Creed ©

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and
earth, of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of the Father before all worlds; [God of God], Light of Light,
very God of very God; begotten, not made, being of one substance with
the Father, by whom all things were made. "Who, for our salvation, came
down from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin
Mary, and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius
Pilate;

He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again,
according to the Scriptures; and ascended into heaven, and sits on the
right hand of the Father; and He shall come again, with glory, to judge
the living and the dead; whose kingdom shall have no end.

"And I believe in the Holy Ghost, the Lord and Giver of Life; who
proceeds from the Father [and the Son]; who with the Father and the
Son together is worshiped and glorified; who spoke by the prophets. And
I believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. I acknowledge one
baptism for the remission of sins; and I look for the resurrection of the
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen."

THE OFFERING: Offertory - 86 Of the Father's Love Begotten — Pr. Steve
As the offering is brought forward, we will sing the Doxology.

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow, Praise him, all creatures
here below, Praise him above, Ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and
Holy Ghost. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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PRAYERS OF PRAISE:
Let us Pray: (Prayer Response) Lord in your Mercy: Hear

THE LORD’S PRAYER, PREPARATION OF THE TABLE, WORDS OF
INSTITUTION, THE DISTRIBUTION

THE COMMUNION BLESSING :
SENDING HYMN:
THE AARONIC BENEDICTION
Congregational Song, Let There Be Peace on Earth
Let peace begin with me

Let there be peace on earth Let this be the moment now
And let it begin with me With every step I take

Let there be peace on earth Let this be my solemn vow
The peace that was meant to be To take each moment

With God as our father And live each moment
Brothers all are we In peace eternally

Let me walk with my brother Let there be peace on earth
In perfect harmony And let it begin with me.

CHRISTMAS CAROLS

90 O Come, All Ye Faithful, vs 1,5,6
94 Good Christian Friends, Rejoice
THE DISMISSAL

P. Go in peace! Serve the Lord!

C. Thanks be to God
+++++++++++++++++

WELCOME TO OUR SAVIOR LUTHERAN! Thank you for joining us as we worship of our Risen Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ! We are happy you are here! As a kindness to one another, please place your cell phones
on muted for the time we are together in worship. If you are a visitor, let us know you are here!

IN OUR PRAYERS: Please use a prayer request card if you have a specific prayer request this morning. It is
our joy and our privilege to share in these petitions to Almighty God. If you have them ready before the
service, hand them to Pastor when you have them completed, otherwise give them to the ushers at the time
the offering is collected.

We Serve Today:

Reader: Jeanne Keyser Offering: Jeff Cisco, Bob Burchard
Communion: Nancy Nordell, Priscilla Alonzo, Dean Carson Greeter: Jeanne Keyser

We Serve Next Sunday, December 30™:

Reader: Dean Carson Offering: Jeff Cisco, Bob Burchard
Communion: Nancy Nordell, Priscilla Alonzo, Dean Carson Greeter: Jeanne Keyser
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