
From the Principal, Mark Anderson…

Wow, it is hard to believe that in a few days we will say good bye to yet another school year! This

year has been full of great things for the students at Highland Lakes. I have thoroughly enjoyed

being the principal at Highland Lakes and am looking forward to the opportunity to work with

your students in the years to come.  

 

As you think about things you would like to do over the summer, I’d like to suggest that you also

include academic activities. Some suggestions may be:

 

Preschoolers: Teach your child the alphabet song and look at alphabet books together. Continue

to read together, and encourage your child’s first efforts at scribble writing and “pretend

reading.”

 

Kindergartners: Read together from books in which words are repeated and the story is easy to

predict. Write with your kindergartner.

 

Elementary school years: Create opportunities at home in which you are reading, writing, and

learning together as a family. Family trips to the library or book store can be fun. You can turn a

family dining experience into a math lesson figuring out the total bill, or trying to figure out the

tip.

 

Middle School: Provide opportunities that continue learning in the home. Communicate the

importance of education. Have your child manage a budget for the summer; many times real-life

situations have life-long impacts. 

 

Please remember that in the final days of school our goal is to keep your children actively

engaged in activities that promote academic, social, and emotional development. It will be

important for you to help us in reminding your children that it is their responsibility to come

ready to learn up until the last day.  

 

Thank you for a great year; it has been a pleasure to work with the students, staff, and parents at

Highland Lakes. It is because of you, that Highland Lakes is what it is today. Enjoy your summer,

be safe, and remember: Make it a great day, or not, the choice is yours.... 
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Mark Anderson, Principal
Danielle Ware, Assistant Principal



Upcoming School Events

Click for the District
2023-2024 Calendar

May 2023

19
12:05 Early Release
LAST DAY OF SCHOOL
ALL DAY Yogurtology
Fundraiser

17
12:05 Release for 8th Grade Only
5pm 8th Grade Promotion

15
Kindergarten Graduation
7/8 Grade last day for
backpacks

July 2023

26
4:30 7th Grade Orientation
5:00 7th/8th Grade Back to
School Night

22
10am Elementary Class
Assignments posted on front
office window

27
5pm Elementary Back to School
Night

31
First Day of School

https://www.dvusd.org/cms/lib/AZ01901092/Centricity/Domain/2660/2023-24%20Instructional%20Calendar%20-%20081722.pdf
https://www.dvusd.org/cms/lib/AZ01901092/Centricity/Domain/2660/2023-24%20Instructional%20Calendar%20-%20081722.pdf




If your student has any medication
in the Health Center, it will need to
be picked up by Friday, May 19. Per
district policy, medications can not

be stored on campus over the
summer, therefore any medication
not picked up by Friday, May 19 will

be destroyed.





If your student will need
medications on site next school

year, please see Nurse Kristina for
the necessary forms. 

From Nurse Kristina



Fireman Matt has served our Highland Lakes community for the past 23 years
teaching fire safety to our K-3 students.  Fireman Matt covered many safety topics
during his monthly visits.  Some of his topics included: The Friendly Fireman, 9-1-1,

Cool a Burn With Water, Stop-Drop-Cover Your Face-Roll, Exit Drills in the Home,
Bike Safety, and Water Safety.  Thank you, Fireman Matt, for your time and

dedication to our students!  We wish you well in your retirement!!!   





Mrs. Duprest's 1st Grade Renaissance class held their 1st annual Market Day. It
was an amazing success! Most groups sold out of their products in like half an

hour! See pics below! They even made commercials !



Students can select fun music from movies & shows
Students can get together with friends to practice
Students can host a mini concert for family & friends
Students can teach family & friends how to play an instrument or sing properly
Students can take private lessons or attend a music camp



The Music Department would like to encourage our students to take advantage of the
summer time off by practicing their music skills in fun and unique ways.

There are so many ways to keep the music going throughout the summer. Have fun!

Music News

The Orchestra, Band, & Chorus had a successful concert season. We are excited for the summer
break, but sad to see our 8th graders leave. We wish them the best of luck in high school.



Music News
The Music Department has been out and about on field trips that enrich our

curriculum. Band, Orchestra, & Chorus students represents HLS fantastically at
the MIM & Medieval Times.





Thank you to our AMAZING Creative Publishing
students and Mrs. Mills for all of their hard work on

the 2022-2023 yearbooks. 



 The Yearbooks are here and are being distributed to
homerooms.  If you didn't get a chance to order, you

can buy one anytime and have it shipped right to your
house.



Go here: http://dvusd.org/hl-yearbook

http://dvusd.org/hl-yearbook


from Middle School to all the parents and our PTSO for
donating items to our Bear Bucks store this year!!

A very big 






Congratulations to our 2023-2024 Board

Thank you for a spectacular school
year!!! Keep an eye on our  Facebook

page over the summer or info on open
chair positions, back to school events,
spiritwear orders, and details on our
first meeting of the year.  Have a safe

and happy summer!! 

http://facebook.com/hlsptso
















C O M M U N I C A T I O N
TEXT ALERTS: If you are not receiving text message
alerts from the district office and would like to, just
text the letter “Y” to 68453

POWERSCHOOL: You can access your student’s
grades and attendance records at any time through
Powerschool. Bring your picture ID to the front office
to pick up your password.

ONLINE PAYMENTS AND TAX CREDITS:
Access this through the online payment portal at: 
https://az-deervalley.intouchreceipting.com 

S T U D E N T  S U P P O R T
S E R V I C E S
CHILD FIND: Child Find requirements under 
state and federal law are that all individuals with
disabilities from birth through age 21 be identified,
located, and evaluated for early intervention or
Special Education services. If you know of someone
who may qualify for these services, please encourage
them to call their local school at 623-376-4301 or the
district at 623-445-5000.

H L S  P O L I C I E S

There is no parking or waiting on 63rd Avenue
from Union Hills to Utopia. If you park or wait on
63rd Avenue, tickets have been issued. 
Please remember that our parking lots get very
hectic in the morning and afternoon. Please do
not leave you vehicle unattended along the curb
at any time. Remember, our main focus is to keep
all of our students safe.
The car pool parking spots are reserved for those
registered with the TRP program. The other
reserved spots were won at school events. Please
use courtesy and do not park in those spots.
It’s against the law to park in the handicap spots
(even for a second) without a handicap parking
permit. Please keep these spots open for families
that need them.
Parents please be considerate of our families that
live close to school and respect our neighbors
when picking up and dropping off students.

PEST CONTROL
Pest control sparying will occur once a month.

ATHLETES
If you are planning on participating in any sport this
year, you must complete the eligibility requirements
as detailed on our website 
https://registermyathlete.com

SIGNING OUT
To ensure that our academic time is respected, we are
asking that parents do not sign out their children
between 3:15 and 3:30.  Fifteen minutes a day, added
up over a month represents almost a full day of
classes missed. PHOTO ID REQUIRED.

TRANSPORTATION
Any issues or questions with the bus need to go
directly to transportation at 602-467-5096.

PARKING

VOLUNTEERS
Volunteers on campus (including field trips) need to
have training and fill out yearly paperwork.  For all the
details visit: http://dvusd.org/page/56528

ATTENDANCE CUTS Program (Court Unified
Truancy Suppression):To encourage and improve
school attendance, Deer Valley Unified School District
has implemented a truancy program in partnership
with Maricopa County Juvenile Court. Highland Lakes
will be tracking attendance very closely. Your child is
expected to be at school every day, unless there is
an excused reason not to be. A student that is absent
more than ten percent (18 days) of the required
number of school days per year is considered to have
“excessive absences” whether the absence is excused
or unexcused. If a student should start a pattern of
excessive absences, you will be contacted by letter or
phone. The education of your child is extremely
important to us. This program is another way of
working with the community to ensure a quality
education for all students. If you have any questions
or concerns, please feel free to contact the front office
at 623-376-4300. Please report all absences to the
attendance line at 623.376-4390.

https://az-deervalley.intouchreceipting.com/
https://az-deervalley.intouchreceipting.com/
http://dvusd.org/page/56528


Principal: Mark Anderson
Assistant Principal: Danielle Ware

Nurse: Kristina Koan
K-6 Counselor: Jacob Epel

7-8 Counselor: Kathryn Coleman
 

Main Phone #: 623-376-4300
Attendance: 623-376-4390

Nurse: 623-376-4310
Fax: 623-376-4380

 Address: 19000 N. 63rd Ave., Glendale, AZ 85308
Start Time = 8:45AM








Office Hours = 8:00AM-4:00PM
 Mascot: Bears

Colors: Blue & Green



Grade Daily Release PLC Fridays Half Day

KInder 3:20 1:50 11:55

1st - 8th 3:30 2:00 12:05

Highland Lakes School Mission Statement
Preparing today's learners to become tomorrow's leaders through technology,

inquiry, common core standards and global citizenship.



Contact Site for Information Regarding Student Pick up:
Highland Lakes School - 623-376-4300

District Office - 623-445-5000
In case of emergency involving student evacuation, the following site has been 

designated as a relocation site.
Evacuation Location: Deer Valley High School

18424 N 51st Ave, Glendale, AZ 85308         



   The Deer Valley Unified School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin,
sex, sexual orientation, disability, age, or religion in its programs and activities.

mailto:Mark.Anderson@dvusd.org
mailto:danielle.ware@dvusd.org
mailto:kristina.koan@dvusd.org
mailto:jacob.epel@dvusd.org
mailto:Kathryn.Coleman@dvusd.org
http://maps.google.com/maps?q=19000+N+63rd+Ave,+Glendale,+AZ&hl=en&sll=34.168218,-111.930907&sspn=9.719684,21.643066&oq=19000+N.+63rd+Ave.+&hnear=19000+N+63rd+Ave,+Glendale,+Arizona+85308&t=m&z=16



