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Wade's Testimony - Part Two
By Wade Anderson

Heallo family! | pray you all are doing well and not only basking in God's love, Blessings and ENDLESS grace, but recog-
nizing AMD recaiving it all into your lives! AMENT! As we begin here | want 1o ask you, "Have you ever seen yourself
somewhare in the Bible?" Meaning, have you ever read stories in the Bible and found that yvou could simply take thear
name out and insert yours and it would read close 1o the same way? Me o, You know why that is7 Because there are NO
perfect people! God CHOSE to and continues to use those very people, flawed people, to demonstrate His LOVE and
patience whilé giving us axamplés to connect with in our very lives today. | saw almost the exact same story as mine in
Acts 9:1-8,8. S0, I'l call part 2 "My Damasus Forgiveness™.

As you all seen from last month, all the way to this point, | was STILL getting high. In fact, | had been up runnin' and
gunnin’ the whiole night before all this fook place, The maming of Aprl 28, 2007, | carme hame [ong enough b pick up rmy
then 8 year old grandson so he oould ride with me to a motorcycle shop on Cave Creek Road. | had ordered some parls
to complete a project | was working on and he wanted (o go with me (o get them. As | started the bike, Frank was about to
get an behind me when | realized that the strap on his heimet was not lalched. | synched the strap down tight and told
him, "If it's not latched it won't do any good to have it onl” He saddled up and we bagan riding up the street when out of
the shadows a black Chow dog ran in front of us, With the mag wheels that | have on that bike, the dogs head went inside
the wheel. When his neck reached the fork tube it threw his body in front of the tire and ... you guessed it, it was like being
on ica. | couldn't turn or get off of his body. | eventually had to lay the bike down. The first thing on my heart and mind
was, "Where's Frank, Where's FRANK, WHERE'S FRANK!?!" With my head spinning and all but knocked cut | was franti-
cally laaking when | spotted him up by the curb, taking his helmet off, and looking at me in complete terror, Mot really real-
izing what he was looking at, at the time, | quickly looked him over and seen that he was physically not hurt. | took his
hand, and gasping for air, | then realized | was bleeding from the shoulder to the wrist on my right arm. We left the bike lay
in thi street and headed for the house, By the way, 1his happenad only 8 houses from ours, right at Anderson St., just a
couple of houses before we reached Bell Road.

When we got to the housa | velled for Michelle to come take a look at Frank. Needless to say she was in hysterics, | had
hit the asphalt more than a few timas over the period of thirty years so this wasn't my first rodeo. At first this didn’t appear
to be anything | hadn't experienced before ... so, the first place that | went was out to the shop. | was really going out thers
to get "high' and try to gather up the chain of events that had just taken place, What are you all looking at me like that for!?
You know thatl's exactly how we rolled back then! | didn't say the change had already happened. | said "This was the day it
happened.” Anyways, | didn't end up getting high because in just a few more minutes | realized the gasping for air was
NOT adrenalin or the remainder of last night's run. So, | headed back into the house to wash off all the blood and road
rash from my arm. As soon as | turned the water on ... you guessed it, | immediately had to take a leak. It's okay to say
that, right? The second | did, | saw that | was peaing whal looked like siraight blood. “Okay, this IS NOT the same as any
of the other times ['ve hit the ground,” | said o myself. Instantly | got on the phone and called a friend 1o come take me to
thie hospital, | saw her pull up and | headed from the housa across the vard to the vehicle, For some reason, with my left
am holding my side | lifted my right anm towards the sky and simply said, "Hey, if You take care of this | will do the best
that | can to take care of the rest of the stuff in my life.,” | grew up in a time when you shook someone's hand or gave them
your word about something and thalt was as good as or better than any written contract. A lime when your word was your
promise and people knew your character by the way you kept vour word, In other words, A Promisa is a Promise! Simply
put, | had just made a promise to God. | later wrole a poem titled, A Promise 15 A Promise. Today, knowing how many
times | had attempied to accomplish this on my own in the past, | wonder who's chain | thought | was pulling when | made
that promise that day? This was quite possibly the very first time I°d ever been ALL in.

As crazy as this may sound [ went 1o a different hospital than Frank, Why? Well, it must have been the Holy Spirit
because in the midst of all that was happening | somehow knew that if we both ended up at the same hospital, and they
put the pieces together after taking my blood, they would probably try to take my grandson from my daughter. The rela-
tional fence between my daughter and me had slowly, over the years, been mended. This real lack of responsibility on my
part could ultimataly have baan the axe 1o cut that nerve to tha quick, again,

Entering the emergency room of the hospital and in spite of the lengthy time one usually spends there; they immediately
toock me back and started trying to figure out what was going on. With no obvious broken bones, the road rash on my right
arm was nothing of real interast at that paint, "Why was | gasping for air and peeging blood,” was my fecus? Let me stop
right here and say, "In all of this | 2till NEVER thought for a second that | was in dire straits or dying.” Maybe it was stupid-
ity, a lingering drug affect or it was an inner peace lelling me that | would be okay? After they had taken several x-rays
thiey realized that the blood in my wnine was from what they believed al the time to be a ruptured Kidney, They immediately
began o prep me 50 | could be transporied by helicopter from there 1o a hospital that was capable of removing that
kKidnay. By this time Michelle had left Frank with my daughter, and was now standing at the fool of the gurney. As | glanced
at her, | saw she had a look of fear and concern on her face. She later told me that | was as gray as a ghost and she
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wasnt surg what was going ta happen, In the middle of joking and ¢arrying on with the intem, | Iooked up and said to him,
"ou don't have to do all of this, Il be just fine!™ At that moment Michelle went and sat down without saying a word. |
believe, today, that it was the same peace that | felt inside that spoke 10 her spirt giving her peace. As they continued to
prap me they told me, "Don't worry you can live just fine with only one kidney."

Within a few manules they realized that my shofage of breath was due 1© a collapsed lung. Acting guickly they ook a
scalpel and made a slice between two of my rbs. Their calculation was slightly off and they had to slice between the next
bwo ribs S0 theay could push a tube in to inflate my lung. Bafora they had the chance to rush me to the awaiting halicopter
on the rooftop a raging, rushing wind blew in through the hospital to the point that the doors of the emergency room were
flapping opened and closed. In less than five minutes, the halicopter pilot called down from the roof and said, "There is no
way | can take off in this wind, and we'll have to wait.” | want to remind you all that when we arrived at the hospital earlier
it was a beautiful April day, just like today. Let me ask, "What do all of you think just happened?" Inside of me | KNOW
what happened and no one will ever be able to make me believe otherwise. At that very second they began to see that
everything on their machines was changing. As | was about to go under | heard them say, "Move him up to ICU and keep
him on a guarded watch!” A lot of stuff took place there in that room but | never lost one argan! By the time | left the
hospital 5 days later all of the road rash on my arm was even healed down to the size of a half -dollar! When | WALKED
QUT of the hospital that day | was both amazed and confused, Whatever happened inside of me had me feeling so alive
that | literally could feel every heart beat as If the ends of my fimgers were going to begin squirting blood from the lips.
WHAT JUST HAFPEMED ... was one of many thoughts on my mind?]

Ower the next week or so after coming home from the hospital, | couldnt bring mysalf to go anywhere or even open the
door when someone would come to visit or stop to check on me. | was literally afraid that if | left the house | would find
miysalf right in ihe thick of it all again, That's the way we rolled, remember? There were certain "onas’ that Toved” us that
would come get us and 'help’ us get back on the horse again. You ALL know what I'm talking about! At that point, | didn't
have a clue what was in store for me s0 | stayed locked in the house. In that sense | was still a priscner o that old life and
Iifestyle, Then one day there was a knock on the door and | felt something inside of me say, "What good are you doing Ma
locking yourself in the house? Open the door and go!” | opened the door and from that day it has been onl

I know without a doubt that God had a purpose for me (o write my testimony at this exact date and time. 've newver felt the
nudge 1o do this in the newsletter before now, You've read wheare | came from and can sea that somea aof the roads in my
life | chose, while octhers were a direct result of other people’s choices. I've never blamed my old life and choices on my
mom, my dad or anyone alse, When | asked if you'd heard the phrasa, "The sins of the father are the sins of the son,” |
was only asking because | was sure you all could relate to that phrase, not to blame anything on my dad or my mom. We
HAVE to get bavond the things ihat pecple have directly or indirecily done in dur lives! Many times it's only our percep-
tion of what we believe they have done or are doing to us, not the truth. More times than not they too were just Iiving
their own selfish lives withowt a thought of who or what was being affected. Just like the things we've caused or have been
a part of, that have hurt others lives, it doesnt mean that we didn't or still don't love them, right? Well, why would we want
to make it out to be a one-way street always blaming someone else?! You already kmow the answer (o that question, so I'l
let you rodl it around in your heart for awhile, I'm sure someong will write and let me know their answer, Each one of us has
the opportunity to take our own emotions and decisions by the relgns and turn them around and head them in the other
direction, We first have to take responsibility for our own shortcomings or issuas and STOP blaming everyone elsa all the
time! WOW! That all came out of right field. I'm not sure who that was for but I'm positive someong must have needed 1o
hear it, and hear it this way.

I'm predty sure that mast of us have heard thal the Bible tells us, "God is no respecler of persons.” (Acts 710:34 KJV)
Let me share with you the Message translation of that verse. I'm sure vou'll begin to see it all a lot mone clearly as Peter
explains, "It's God's own truth, nothing could be plainer: God plays no favorites! It makes no difference who you
are or where you're from - if you want God and are ready to do as He says, the door is open.” (Acts 710:34
Message) VWhat | want you to see here is, | am no different than any of vou sitting there behind those walls and fences.
Everything that God has done in and through my life He'll do with you! He not only has a plan for you too, but He NEEDS
each and every ong of you o respond 1o His call in order to get His plan DOMNE. Listan to what Peter is telling us in 2
Peter 3:9 (MLT), "The Lord isn't really being slow about His promise to return, as some people think. No, He is
being patient for your sake. He does not want anyone to perish, so He is giving more time for everyone to

repant.”

If thase of you that truly krnew the ole guy that | was were ever told that this is what | would be daing with my life, I'm sure
you would have laughed just like | would have. | know there's one cat out there where | stuck a pistol grip sholgun in his
back that would have rolled on the floor hearing that statement. Why? Brother, is it okay that | tell this brief story? | think |
just seen you shake your head yas? First off this took place at another location not my immediate home. Anyways, earlier
in the day someone had broken into my shop while | was gone and siole a bunch of titles and other vanious things. (A

. ... confinued on page 9
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o't worry about annthing instead pray about eocenthing Eell $rod what mow need and thank 3im for
all S3 fas done Philippians 4:6 (NLT)

Praer Reguests

I need an apostolic minister to come baptize me in the soul
saving name of Jesus Christ and pray me through to the
Baptism of the Holy Ghost (Acts 2:38), | also need an apos-
tolic minister to come in here to do a Bible study on Saturday
frerm 1200 - 200 PM. Please keep this inyour prayers for me,
| want ta bring revival to this unit, to wake up the church to
the holiness of Jesus Christ. | pray for Jesus Christ to have
mercy and bring repentance and the fire of the Holy Ghost
woo Amen ... RO

Flease pray for me, that God would continue to guide and
strengthen me and give me favor with staff and words of
encouragement to others ... God Bless .. M.M.

| ask that you pray for my migraines, they are hurting real
bad. | have them all day long, they fade away for couple of
haurs then they hit so bad that | get dizzy, sweaty and
nauseous, sick to my stomach. But | try to stay cool with a
cald towel and sitin front of the fan and listen to gospel
music amd the Word of God. It relaxes me. Thank you for your
prayers ... DG,

Hera is a prayer list; maybe you can pleasa include thasa
people in your pravers. Praver is 5o valuable and powerful,
thank you! Pray for Tammala, for her and her estranged
family to re-connect and get a chance to be reunited in
Christ. Alsote make her a stronger woman in Christ 5o she
can build parenting skills and see the beauty in herself the
way God means for her to and for hope, Pray for Michelle, for
her to find Christ and a love for herself she’s never known. For
the angels of God to direct her and teach her In ways she'’s
become unteachable and to open her eyes to the love, Glory
and redemption through and in Christ. Pray for Megan, for
her to get the love of the Lord in her life. To light a fire of life
and motherhood. To blind her to influences of the father of
lies, through addictions, people of false self-desires. To find
Christ and know God and be led in Spirit. Pray for Linda, for
her o overcome her past hurts and 1o be able to assert
herself throwgh the leadership of Christ im her life into the
position God wants for her and her future and the future of
her and her broken family. That God grabs her and pulls her
to His destiny for her through Christ. For joy and for her
health (she has crone’s disease), Pray for Janelle, for her new
future. To shine a light on her thrawgh her life sentence in
Federal prison. For her health to be restored and her broken
foot to be healed. For her to be able to get the right diet and
exercise to help her overcome her welght and diabetes. For
Gods will to happen in her life through the illumination of
Christ. Pray for Tiffany, for her to really take this opportunity
to get even closer to God, through Christ! That His light will
direct her in the beautiful future He has reserved just for her!
That the Spirit uses her in whatever mission that God can use
her influence with the numercus people in 5o many diverse
environments = if that be His Will for her. Pray for me, 1o not
be hopeful except for the decision and direction of God in
my life through Christ in muw in the Haly SFirit «ea CHL

Praise Reports
Thank you for all your pravers; pravers full of almighty
power! My wife has been going to the hospital for some
time now because of her breathing. She goes there to be put
on breathing tanks where they drain the fluid from her lungs
just to be able to breathe. She also has diabetes and takes a
lat of asthma medication. | wanted to let you know that after
vou all sent me that blue prayer blanket (paper) | came into
agreement with the Word of God, laid hands on it and
prayed over it as well. After doing that | sent it to my wife on
the streets. Right after that she wrote me back and said she
is breathing a whaole lot better now! Since then she has not
had ta be put an those breathing tanks to breathe and sha
fells a whole lot betterl! We thank God and praise God! She
wanted me to tell you all, "Thank you for all your prayers!"
Oh vah, | laid that same paper on myself before | sent it out
and teday my migraines are almost completely gone! Praise
God .. LG,

| just recently received Jesus as my Lord and Savior and have
lots of people to than k. My whole life I've been daing things
my way and here | am in prison again for the 9th time. Since
my incarceration this time, 've lost my kids and mother, toe.
I've been assaulted and had family problems. But it seems
like I've been at peace and made it through all this better
than | ever expected. Before | would take everything out on
people with rage, but now | just pray and believe in God and
put all my trustin Him, Hebrews 11:6 ... “Without faith it is
impossible to please Him, for He who comes to God must
believe that He Is, and He is a rewarder of those who difi-
gently seek Him.” | do truly seek Him and know everything |
do ks only possible through His grace and Jesus Himsa|f.
Psalm 27:2-6 is a big part of my belief mow ... “When the
wicked, even mine enemies and my foes, came upon me to
eat up my flesh, they stumbled and fell. Though an host
should encamp against me, my heart shall not fear:
though war should rise against me, in this will | be confi-
dent. One thing have | desired of the Lord, that will | seek
after; that | may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days
of my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord, and to enqguire
in his temple. Forin the time of trouble he shall hide me in
his pavilion: in the secret of his tabernacle shall he hide
me; he shall set me up upon a rock. And now shall mine
head be lifted up above mine enemies round about me:
therefore will | offer in his tabernacle sacrifices of joy; | will
sing, yea, Iwill sing praises unto the Lord.” Like | said, | was
assaulted by several inmates due to a long ﬁg ht which they
did not like the outcome. | came out with just a few bruises
on my head. | believe that Jesus was there for me and
shielded me fram serious injury. My five year ald son is out
there without any parents right now, but | trust in God that |
will make it home soon ... C.B.
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I've Always Known God ... It Was His Son That | Lacked a Relationship With
By C.H.

Oh wow! | can't believe you wrote me back! Thank you so much! Your card brightenad my whole being. | just got out of
court, for the second time they pushed back my trial and this time no one even told me, or the jail (where | am baing
housed) so | was transported and l&ft in a room while other people went through their court proceedings. | was told by a
guard that | would not be seen for my trial, with no other information. My attomey couldn't be bothered to find the time (o
come speak with me either; soit has been one of "these days”| Receiving a card from you was just 50 awesome.

| have been in prayer 50 much lataly, it's like an addiction - who knew there wera positive addictions and that this one
addiction replaced my drugs, drinkng, smoking and just aboul all the unhealthy addictions you could dream up, | have
suffered from. But now, | don't know when | could find the time o include that junk in my life anymore.

There is so much I'd love ta share with you, | hope that's okay. It's just that | have this great fire in my heart and | have
“Overcome” =0 much stuff already that | never dreamed | would. God is just moving mountains in my life! And, you know
what? Even though, I'm going through this situation which | feel is deeply unjust to the ulimate at the same time, I'm not
scared. Even if | get this bum rap, it's okay because | know God has got major plans for me. Even if it's in prison, or in
treatment or in some institution, it will be right where our Father will want me (and can use me). | tfruly believe | can
overcome anything in Christ.

But hey, everyone — even me, in my frésh exuberance of this light shining down upon me, in me and through me, needs
olher believers o sludy with, share with, hope with, dream with and build a future that is hopeful, productive and bright! |
have leamed by my past that | just can't do it alone! You all arg 50 gréat because you have some practice at this and | am
still s0 new at even wanting to try and establish any kind of relationship with healthy (and I'm assuming mostly sober)
paopla

| never got to read your newsletter; | just got to see a flier with pictures of previous newslettars in print and pictures of your
group being together. You guys just looked so reall Like you've been there, done that, but found a betier way. You didn't
seem stuffy or prefentious or like you ain't never gone through nothing, but someahow knéw all the answers, Mo, you all
kooked just the opposite = like you had been through some “stuff” and maybe didn't have all the "answers” but you knew
that God was Love and Jesus Saves and you guys were in it together, seeking, leaming and praying together, being
together In Christ It's just the kind of folks | would hope to know existed, but didn't.

A lol of what has kept me from trying again al life or a future or even believing God still loved me was that | didn't know
where to find the “down 10 earth™ REAL people, because somehow through pain, loss, addiction, more pain, broken
dreams, and hopalessness, | had surrounded mysell with others who wara in the same place. It's called despair, and boy
are there feelings that go along with a ticket into that carnival, all kinds of them and all kinds of people holding on to such
an array of different parspectives and different levels of hatred, some quite a bit more developed than others and oh, so
very dangerous! It can become appealing o be around someone who people "respect” or rather “fear”, especially when
you'ra sick of baing the dam target all the time, because you have been vichmead and left to sit in those trappings of that
viclimization. Social exile, extreme depression, confusion, loneliness that leads to bitterness because you were helpless
to have stopped what had already happened in your life.

What could you have done to even pretend to think it'd be any different next time? Once people know thay can get away
wilh viclimizing you, boy do you get it You don't even know whal hit you until it's (oo lale or feels like iUs oo late. At least
that's how it was for me, and without support or family in the world, no one to tum o ... Gosh ... | just couldn't stop the
avalanche of things seeming o just topple upon me and it seemed like one homific event after anothar, no time to take a
breath before another life changing ragedy would unfold before my very exisiencel

You know, when it gets to that level of darkness, | had a very hard time believing | was ever going to find the door out of it
all. And with the way the world is changing so very fast, nght before our very ayves and even if you know you are loveable,
regardless of how you have been treated, and you know God is there and that it's humans that make bad happen = not
God, you still start to wonder if God knows you are there. I've always known Him; it was His Son that | lacked a relation-
ship with.
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But nat NOW! I'm happy to say, it's like a bright light just started to beam upon me, and | began to see my path being illu-
minated = and every day I'm seeing more and more of that light, in this seemingly dark hour = amazingly | only see light.
Isn't that wonderful ? And believe, if you will, | have seen quite a bit of the opposite of light in the physical and metaphysi-
cal sense of the term, not to mention the spiritual sense. But now I'm looking to sea all the light my eyes can stand! And
I'm looking forward to the day when the Spint is in and with me to such an extremne that you'd be hard pressed to not see
it in me and flowing out af me in the craative way God uses His Spint to connacl His litte children.

Desperate for the Lord
By T.M.

I just fell on an aggravated assault charge and received a mitigated 6 years. I've got about a year in as of now ... I'm a
rebom again Christian ... or, at least | know | should be a ot better one than I've been.

It seems that I'm very institutional minded and I'm pretty rough arcund the edges. I'm 49 vears old and been in and out of
prison since 1883, I've put a lot of work in for the wrong people, paopla that ACTED like they loved and respacied me
when really they just used me.

I'm net cry babying, but, | don't have anyone left cut there that gives a hool whether | live or die. And the only true Friend
| have is Jasus! He seams to be the only One that's ALWAYS thera when the chips are down and | find | don't have a
friend in the world. | work out with this guy named Micah and he has been a real inspiration. He has helped me make
some leaps and Bounds in the right direction, towands God. | spoke to him about a spirtual mantor, someons on the
outside that knows what 1'm going through and he sent me your way. Brother, | need a friend and real bad. I've got no

more chances; they are going to lay me down if there's a next time. I'm tired and I've lost everyone and everything | have
ever cared about. | want paace and happiness more than ever and I'm tired of ot being able W rust ayones armnund me.

I'm not getting owt until I'm 53 years old and from what I'm {old you're the guy I'm needing to talk to ... my eyes and ears

are opan and | sure could use a friand in Christ.

Finding Peace during Lockdown
By L.H.

We are on lockdown right now and it doasn't do much to relieve tension here. Being on lockdown tends to make us stop
and think of many thoughts we would rather temporarily forget. Especially things like our pasts, what we've done to our
familias or whatevar other form of deprassion that can find its way into our hearts and minds. So actually, lockdown
causes more tension. That's why | dug out some old cards and letters that you all have sent me over the years. | figured |
could use a bit of positive reassurance that there are beautiful people out theres.

For me, | am tired of the life that | put myself nto so many tmes, finding myself back in prisan. | have landed herg so
many limes that | have slopped counting. IF's hard for me 1o find peace except in the Word of God, Like so many others
I'm sure, | can really relate to Paul in Romans 778 when he said, "For | do not do the good I want to do, but the evil |
do not want to do - this [ keep on doing. ™ Just like many of you, this has had a great effect on my heart. | am cartain
that there are many of us, locked up or not, that have caused emotional hurd in others due to our selfish behavior. And in
some of these instances we may naver have the opportunity to ask for the forgiveness of our behavior. But, hera's what
WE ALL should know, "This doesn't stop the love that we still have for that person.” Wouldn't you agree?

Quote Worthy
“You can make more friends in two months by becoming more interested in other people than you
can in two years by trying to get people interested in you.”

- Dale Carnegie (1888-1955) - an American writer and lecturer and the developer of famous courses
in self-improvement, salesmanship, corporate training, public speaking, and interpersonal skills.
Born into poverty on a farm in Missouri, he was the author of How to Win Friends and Influence

People (1936), a massive bestseller that remains popular today. He also wrote How to Stop
Worrying and Start Living (1948), and several other books.
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Soots J8ible Studn Y(otes

1 Kings 3:3-6:38

When givan the chance to have anything in the world, Solomon asked for wisdom - "an understanding mind™ - in order to
lead well and to make right decisions. We can ask God for this same wisdom. (James 1:5) Motice that Solomon asked for
understanding to carry out his job. Ha did not ask God to do the job for him, We should not ask God to do for us what He
wanis to do through us. Instead, we should ask God to give us the wisdom to know what to do and the courage to follow
through on it. (3:6-3) i

Throughout most of his reign, Sol applies his wi well becausé he sought God. The fruits of his wisdom were
peace, security, and prospernty for the nati &ra is often looked upon as the ideal of what any nation can
become when united in its trust in and obedience IDG::H.I (4:20-5)

Solomon drafted three times the number ofWorkers needed for the temple project then arranged their schadules so they
didn't have to be away from home for long g ol time. This showed his concern for the welfare of his workers and the
importance he placed on family life. The [ : nnthn i5 in direct propaortion to the strength of its families.
Solomon wisely recognizaes that fami 3 3 top pﬂnﬂty As you structure your own work or arrange the
schedules of others, watch for the im <

Acts 6:1-7:29 10 Y .
The Waord of God spreads like ; whhere single canter, each wave touches the naxt, spreading
wider and farther. The Good News s.tlll this wa ou don't have hange the world single handedly. Itis
enough just to be pant of the wave, to thers until all hawve falt the

mpl'_l.-' =hare our faith. (7:2) When
othing surprises Him. 2) This word is

ke things right - punishing the wicked

hen) to make a difference in the waorld.

faced by a confusing array of circumstances, remember this: =_".
not all there is - it will pass away, but God is etemal. 3) God is jusk, a
and rewarding the faithful. 4) God wants o use you (like Joseph, Mo
(7:17)

Psalm 126:1-127:5

God's ability to restore life is beyond our understanding. Forests
heal. Even grief is not a permanent condition. Our tears can be 5aéds
able to bring good out of tragedy. When burdened by sorrow, knoy
find joy. We must be patient as we wait. God's great harvest of joy

Too often children are seen as liabilities rather than assels. Elutl. :) Sible
WE can leam ualuatlla lessons from their Iru:p.lslmra minds and rusti

ok
0 o Ak e

— - ;_'I ;

id'are able to grow back, broken bones

inta a harvest of joy because God is
limes of grief will end and that you will again
{126:5-6)

hikdren a "gift from the Lord™ - a reward.

5 Thme whao view children as a distraction or

—

when God values them so highly. (127:3-4)

Proverbs 16:26-30 = 8 :
There are those that hunt and live for scandal, these peog ':_k:l'.- rait for the [atest gossip 50 their words can spread it
like: waldfire. People like this are very destructive, simply reacting l.'u- mu smallest piece of mformaton without tuly looking
into the sitluation for the truth. As Christians, we ] Iaava this kind of benavior behind and become more compassion-
ate and supportive of those around us and not qui -

Gossip, we are all guilty of having gossiped about & h & or somathing at one time or another, At the tme, it is usually a
spur of the moment thing where we really dmﬂﬂiﬂr. about what we cause or who we could hurt when we do il. The
end product of gossip always ends up hurting somebody which makes it wrong in God's eyes, for He doesn't want us to
hurt anybody. Let's try to remember that. The next time you think of some juicy morsel that mare than likely will hurt
somecne just keep it to yourself.

i »
& “Foot” Notes
Hello fellow strugglers, thought I'd share some u'nunls;ﬂhwll For years, others have asked me if I'm ever
getting out and the bypical reply should b, *No.™ Bul | reply that, "Il be right here wuntil God wants me somea
where else.” That being said on February 6, 2014, & group of us were rolled up and moved to a privately run prison.
So. apparently, God wanted me somewheraglsa .. Ha Ha!'l And in the short term (3 days), my living situation is a
total upgrade. So, it would seem God truly does ook after drunkards and fools (since I've been clean since 2002, it
would seam | now fit in the latter category). Ha Halll | guess 'l dese this by saying, "Keep the faith brothers and sisters
for yva' just never know when our Lord and Savior will throw us a bone,® that is above and beyond the abundance of daily
blessings He bastows on us.
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Wade's Testimony - Part Two conbinued from page 4
story we won't get inte. ) After | returned to the shop and witnessed what had happened, | became furious. Later that night
there was a knock on the deor. Sill laming hot inside, being on high alert and not knowing the cat standing on the olher
side of the door, he immadiataly became a suspect, Like | said earher, parcaptions are not always the truth, He marely
jumped in the truck with someone to come over and neither one of them knew what had happened that day. | did figure
out who had been there $0 obviously | didn't know who | could trust st that paint! I'll bet you he will witness 1o the change.
RIGHT BROTHER?Y! Before we move amy further I've got to say that even that incident was used for God's glory later on.
Several years down the road, God placed each of us back together again, When we started this newsletter he was one of
the first 35 people on the mailing list. Mot knowing his real name before this and cnly hig nickname we both began 1o cor-
respond back and forth. As we built this new relationship it took almost two years before he had an epiphany that the
“Duck” he has baan writing to might ba the "Duck”® | just told you all about. Whan he wrote and asked me | realized ha was
right, he explained every liltle detail, | was the guilty "Duck”. (Happy face, sad face, HAPPY FACE!) | told you this to let
you all know that when God has a plan for something to happen He WILL use what we might consider the most unlikely
pecple or resources to get the job done.

After all, He chose both of us! Even though this cat was now on the 'inside’ and | was on the ‘outside’, we were now spiri-
tually reconnected, God might use a bizarme incident like | just explained or any number of examples. | might acd that
neither of us was looking to do what we are doing today for the Losd. But, according to Acts 70:34. "It made no difference
who we were or whers we weare fram, Evidently God knew wea NOW wanted only Him in our Ives and we ware ready o do
as He asked, so He opened the dood.” By the way, as I've said earlier, this individual has baen a partner in this minstry
from the very beginning of this newsletter. He's a warrior, a sold out for Christ Jesus soldier by the name of "FOOT"] By
the way, he wasn't involved with the incident | mentioned earlier.

Listen what Paul has to say, in 1 Corfnthians 1:26-23 (MLT), about who is called and why they are called and for what
reason. "Remember, dear brothers and sisters, that few of you were wise in the worlds eyes, or powerful, or
wealthy when God called you. Instead, God deliberately chose things the world considers foolish in order to
shame those who think tivey are wise. And He chose those who are powerless fo shame those who are powerful.
God chose things despised by the world, things counted as nothing af all, and used them fo bring to nothing
what the world considers important,™ WHY? "So that no one can avar boast in the presence of God.™ I'm not
thrawing anyone else under the bus with me, this time, but I'm sure that | was a qualifier for one of thase slots befora |
came to follow Jesus.

Az | mentioned this past April marked the Bth vear "anniversary’ of my 're-birth’ date. But honestly | don't ever sit around
thinking ar waiting for that date 1o rell argund, 1 do my best 1o keep my head up and my aves focused on Jesus knowing
that walking with Him He'll pick me up when | fall. All | have to do is reach up, not give up, and grab hold of His hand!
AMEN?!

Remember where | had just left the hospital and | was still dazed and confused? Even though | knew someathing had defi-
nitely happened inside of me, and still in a wharl, | felt somehow it all had something to do with that promize | made. Every
once in awhile | would run in to some of the old crew and they seemed to be even more confused than | was because |
was atways so pumped up. Some of them would say to me, "Duck, thera 1S somathing different about you. When are you
going to start working on scooters again? Are you sure you arent getting high?” | wasn't so drawn to ride my motorcycle
so | lat it sit, Instead, | bagan to cruise the streets on my bicyele with 8 REAL STRONG desire to tell people about Jesus,
When | felt that urge | would say to mysell, "™ou don't know that much about Jesus! What are you going to say? Who's
geing to listen? So | started reading my Bible to see Who Jasus was, As | did this | began to think, "Hey, I've heard thal
somewhere before,” or "Why does that sound 2o familiar? And then it hit me! This was the same stuff | thought | wasn't
leaming between the ages of 10 and 14! Then my eves and heart fell onlo these Scriptures in Isafah $5:10-11 (MLT),
"The rain and the snow come down from the heavens and stay on the ground to water the earth. They cause the
grain o grow seed for the farmer and bread for the hungry. It s the same with My Word. | send it ouf, and it
ALWAYS produces fruit. It WILL accomplish ALL | want it to, and it WILL prosper everywhere | send it.” This was
telling me that evernything that | had pushed to the back of the roll-a-dex (what | refer to as the memory bank) was now
making its way into the light again.

Oiozing with baby Christian zeal and confusion | wanted to know from God what was happening, what was | supposed to
do, where did He want me to be and was | ever going to ride my motorcyde again? I'm just being honest! & ot of vou
knew that Harley Davidsons were my big 'G' god, up 19 this point, and riding was a HUGE part of my life, 3o really that
wasn't a crazy question for me to ask. What | was really concerned with was, did | somehow get riding motorcycles
tangled up in that promise | made?

When | laid the bike down in the accident | ground doen the night comer of the front fender, knocked the headlight off,
broke one brake line 1o the righl side brake caliper, gently dented the right front cormer of the gas tank, folded the brake
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side of the forward controls intd the exhaust pipe and mangled the comer of the Titan saddlebags | was running. As you
can see all of the damage was on the right side of the bike.

A year or 50 prior to this accident | had changed the paint job on my bike. | went from a tangelo crange with gold flames to
a black base COVERED with skulls! The skulls were done in a flip flop/chameleon gold paint on EVERYTHING except the
front end and the mag wheels, Since 1983, I'd been putting my whole being in to making this a maching you would HAVE
TO CHASE to see the gas tank! One day | was outside where the bike was parked and while | was wiping it off | thought |
wiould pray and ask God again whene we siood with the bike, You do realize that it's mainky the rnght side of 2 bike that you
notice when it's on the kickstand, right? That's the side I'm wiping when all of a sudden | felt something inside of me say,
"Leave the dents and scrapes, and hand paint that peem, A Promise |15 a Promise, in white paint, over this side of the gas
tank. That promise over all these skulls will represent your lestimony.® Almost with tears in my ayes, | grabbed a lettering
brush and a bottle of white model paint and wrote the entire poem over that paint job and being pleased, | went in the
house, A few days later | was reading where Joseph said to his brothers, in Genesis 50:19 -21 (MLT), "Don't be afraid of
me. Am | God that | can punish you? You intended to harm me, but God intended it all for good, He brought me to
this position so that | could save the lives of many people. No, don't be afraid, | will continue to take care of you
and your children.” Instantly | felt like it was God speaking to me directly. What | heard Him say was, "Don'l be afraid
Duck. All the things that vou have dong against Me I'm going to turm them ALL around and wusa it for My glory, Vil guide you
to those I've prepared ready 1o recelve Me. So go, | will continue to take care of you and your children.” I felt this so
strangly that | went right outside and lettered the Scripture address Genesis 50:27 and "Don't be afraid, | will continue
to take care of you and your children,” on the right side of my front fender, in white paint. | thought to myself, "How
crazy is it that Genesis is the first Book in the Bible and this is the beginning of my new walk. It's appropriate this versa be
on tha front leading the way." Finishing | walked around to the left side of tha bike and instantly | got it! Look hare at Isaiah
1:18, "Though your sins are like scarlet, I will make them as white as snow. Though they are red like crimson, |
will make them as white as wool." The Blood of Jasus is the only thing that can cleanse us of cur sins and make us as
white as snow! That was the reason for the white paint. God had [et me know that my past was not enly forgiven but also
forgotten! In a sense He was saying, "Lel's do this, together!™ HALLELUJAH!

Things just kept becoming mone and mone chear in regards (o the whole paint job, Let me explain, Two of my most favorite
things to say (mottos) were, "Second place is the first loser” and “"Opporunity is always in the fast lane®. So, if 'm akways
in the fast lane that's the lane closa to the yellow lines, right? Anyone that is passing me is OBVIOUSLY gaing the
opposite dirgction on the other side of that vellow line and can't really focus on any of the bike at that speed. When | pull
up 1o the light, in the fast lane, what do people see? The vehicle right behind me sees only the rear fender while all the
traffic coming along side of me are looking straight over at the right side of the bike causing them to read the whita letter-
ing on the side of the tank and the front fender!!! Whether they roll their window down at the light or stand in a parking lot
where it's parked and read it they always ask, "Hey, what's that all about? From there the door is open to share the
Gospel and how God has changed my life through what Jesus done for us all on the Gross!

You all know this is not the end of this story, stay tuned for next month's issue and see where we are all headed ...

AWhat Others Are Saping...

*| was very touched when | read the praise report what Michelle's mather was preparing for S\3 45 because she had been
writing it on my son's birthday. This message really means a lot to me. | am in the habit of passing on these &34 news-
latters to other beliavars. | know that thay will also be blessed when thay read them.® - R.A

"I wanted to touch base with you and let you know that | have been moved and enclosed is my new address change so |
can continue receiving my newsletters and praise reports. Also, at this time 1 would like to thank you for your time and love
that | have felt from vou, | would also like 1o give a special shout out 1o Foot and thank him as well for his Foot Notes.” -
M.M.

"Hi, May God Bless you all. Thank you for your card and kind, caring and joyful words! You are all in my prayers as well.
Thank you for your “Overcomers” magazine. | read them and pass tham on to other brothars and to whoever wants 1o
read them. Praise the Lord Jesus Christ [Passing the "Word™). Let God do the watering and bring the rose bud to bloom,
throuwgh the Holy Spirit, by the Word of God, to feed the body, soul and mind, (Praise God). Do know that it all brings my
spirit up, | even write some of the Bible verses to my loving wife and family and friends that come over and have Bible
studies, She got inte a motoreycle accident 14 vears ago and it paralyzed her on her right side, She has o have a 24 hour
caregiver to help her argund the house. She has come a long way, she kept exercising, working out and going 1o physical
therapy. | love her ... God will always come first in my life, my beloved wife comes second, my family and friends come
third and fourth come my brothers and sisters in Christ Jesus.” - D.G.
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| gresw up in @ home of seven brothers and two sisters. | grew up leaming that my father raped one of my older sisters,
and as a kid seeing my father hit my mom when he would be drinking beer and something else hard to drink. Then my
father got killed one day coming home from work on October 27, 1975 at 1:15 a.m., and after that | grew up sesing my
mom was hurting and that she was suffering from something | could not understand at the age of 10 years old. But |
learned that back in the ¥0's my mom could nod handle paying the rent on her own, and thal she was suffering from a
mental illness. At the same time my older sister was placed in a mental health hospital because of what my father did to
her. As the days went on my other sister ran away from home and was raped by a guy and then ended up in a Foster
Home, and as | got older my brothers only cared for themselves, when they wanted money they would take my mom's
maoney and that would also cause my mom stress. When my illness would take place she would go to talking to herself,
and some of my older brothers would hit my mom and would let people in the streets hit my mom. Then when my mom
would get set out on the streets, my brothers would run off and care for themsehves and their frends that dd not even
care for them. As for me and my mom, we had to go and stay at the Salvation Army and walk the streets. At the age of 10
yvears old, | was forced to leave school and go to the streets and work 1o help my mom get back into an apardment that
her and | could handle paying the rent on. We slept on the floor a lot.

But as | wurned 18 years old, | made sure 1o it that mo one would hit my mom ever again. But as | worked on the sireels
there were timeas in my life | was running in and out of jail, and when | got out | would hear that my mom was living on the
street again and my brothers wouldnt éven care 1o help their mom, sad isn't it? But when | got out of prison in 1997, | got

a job and got a one bedroom apartment and went o get my mom. In 1999, I met a gid and her kid that needed help off

the streets. She ran away from her son's father, o | talked with my mom about helping this girl and her son. As things
were going well | ended up working a job and running my own painting company on the side. So, | was trying to buy my

mom a house before she passed away.

Howaver, my mom and | did not know this gid was a lot of trouble, but one thing | came to find out that she was carrying
another kid from the same father and as cne thing led to another | ended up having a kid with this girl. As she was
camying my son, | had to get another side job. | was a repo-man and as | would go looking for cars that the bank wanted,
This girl's father gave my lelephone number oul 1o her kKids' father and he would call my house looking for trouble. When
me and this girl would have problems she would run back (o her kids' father and then run back 1o me. One day me and
her kids' father got into a fight. | was forcad in to putting my mom in a8 nursing home. Me and the girl and the kids up and
moved to Florida because | was wanted by the Chicago police for aggravated battery. We lived in Florida for four months,
we lived as a family, and | was working building homes. When the Chicago police found out where we wera at they came
o gel me to take me back to Chicago. | came lo learn that this girl went right back o her kids' father's house the police
told me. But | learned the hard way, this girl had problems and she did not love me, she only wanted me to take care of
her and her two kids while at the same time being with ancther man. As | was being a fool, | lost everything | worked so
hard for,

When | was in the Cook County Jail. my mom came 19 visit ma. She told me that my sister went and got her out of the
nursing home o live with her, my mom said all they wanted was her 5.5.1. payments 1o help them pay their bilks. My sister
did know that our mom had a meantal illness, talking 10 herself, and afler they used my mom fior her money for eight
months thay turn right around and put my mom in a hospital. Befora my mom went into the hospital, my mom came o Sas
me, and as she was talking o me, | locked into her eves and she said, “Whal is she going to do without me?* She said,
no onea in my family would help her. So, she told ma to give my lite ovar to the Lord and He will see me through it and help
mie find a true caring Christian person to encourage me and be willing to help me in my needs, even if it is one time a
year and to be thankful to God and the parson God helps me find,

After that visit | seen il, God and my mom were letting me know it was time for my mom to go home fo be with the Lord, -
M.R.

Ministry Tithes & Offerings
It takes the body of Chrrist working together 1o create, print, assemble, and mail this newsletter every month. We thank each and every
one of you who have sown a seed inlo this ministry. None of this would ba possible without the generous financial support from pecple
whio believe in this ministry. By sowing your financial sead into this ministry, you are helping us reach oul to those incarcerated by
offering them hope, love, and encouragement, You are investing in reaching lest souls, encouraging new believers, and spreading the
Word of God. “A man's harvest in ife will depend entiraly on what he sows.” - Galatians 6:7
Any tithes or offerings that you would like to make to the (Mwremers for (3 fmist ministry, please make your checks or money orders
payable to Living Word Bibde Church, in the memo section put ‘For Overcomers for Christ”. Mail them to Overcomers for Chist P.O. Box
42023 Phoenix, AZ 85080, Your donation does qualify as chantable contribution on your laxes, If vou have any questions, please call
or write Wade Anderson.
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A Promise iz a Promise
By Wade Anderson

My life was spared upon a profmise,
It wasn't a simple promise
YTet a peomise that we baoth shaved!
I was the Miracle!

As He showed me He really cared,
He turned me not away,
His end He held up!

MNow a promise is a promise
5o it's time for me to ante-up!

The way of life that I give up;
It's really not that great,
But satan makes it seem like
1 were eating from a silver plate,
he miakes it all so tempting
And seem even better than before.

But to that I say, “I'll never eat From that plate no more,
HCauge a promise is a promise.”

Help us be belier stewards by sending your change of address when you move 1o help reduce unnecessary wasle and expense
EDITORIAL Wade "Duck® Anderson, Michelle Anderson ART & DESIGHN John Debbins PRINTING Living Weord Bible Church
(heroemers for (3 frist @ Ministry of Living Word Bible Church
wiwhw livingwordonling.org  jasonivingwordEgmail.com
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