
  ST. PAUL’S CALL   
      MAY 2025 

 Pastor Deb Staniszewski 

  

 

 

 

 
 

JOIN US FOR  
PRAYER, WORSHIP & FELLOWSHIP 

 
SUNDAY SERVICES      

8: 30AM AND 10:00AM 
 

 

LIVE STREAMING AVAILABLE     10:00AM SERVICE. 

Connect to Facebook direct or go to our web site FB tab. 

A PDF of the 10:00am service bulletin is on the web site. 

 

 
St. Paul’s Mission Statement 

We are a community of faith called to share the good news of Jesus 
as our model of life.  We seek spiritual maturity through worship, learning and 
serving.   We invite and welcome all who desire to share this journey of faith 

active in love. 



 

 
 

 
 

Easter Greetings, Siblings in Christ! 

Because Resurrection Day was late in April this year, we will be in the season of Easter for 
much of May. He is Risen Indeed!!  God defeated death by raising Jesus from the dead, not to 
live again and die again, but to live in eternity, extending the promise of resurrection life and 
forgiveness to all. As Christ’s followers we can live with full hearts, in hope, joy and love. 
Because God can and does open tombs and makes us new every day, we can live in the 
confidence that He will bring us out of any tomb, and any of the places where we are stuck, 
when we call on him.  In 2 Corinthians 5:17 Paul writes, “Therefore if anyone is in Christ, the 
new creation has come: the old has gone, the new is here”(2Cor 5:17, NIV) 

In His rising, Jesus has made a way for us, opening the doors to the kingdom of heaven to all 
people, inviting us into his living body the church and into God’s mission on earth.  

The way of hope, and light, and joy is open to us. And because Christ lives, the promise of 
forgiveness, wholeness and shalom, the promise of abundant life, lived in confidence rather 
than fear is for us. Jesus lives, and through our baptism, we are freed to live in him. As he 
breaks into our lives every day, rolling away the stones that keep us separated from God, 
ourselves, and others, showing up in unexpected people and places, we are empowered to 
shine Christ’s light into this amazing, beautiful, sometimes chaotic, frightening, world, and to 
bring our voices to witness and testify to the love of God in our lives and in the world, right 
here, right now. 

You’re invited to take a moment or two, or five even, to breathe and reflect. Where have you 
seen the Risen Christ, renewing, restoring, and making things new in the last day or two? How 
and with whom, might you share what this faith community means to you and what keeps 
you coming back? How might you share God’s love with others today? 

Peace and Blessings,  

Pastor Deb 

 
 
 



 
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church of Smithfield 

Income and Expense Statement (UNAUDITED) 

Operating Funds 

 March Year to Year to Date 
 2025 Date Budget 
CHURCH INCOME 
GENERAL INCOME $11,782.36 $26,851.90 $30,112.53 
BENEVOLENCE INCOME 180.00 511.00 625.02 
MISCELLANEOUS INCOME 1,300.14 4,531.62 4,800.00 
INTEREST INCOME 863.35 873.67 1,009.98 
TOTAL INCOME $14,125.85 $32,768.19 $36,547.53 

CHURCH EXPENSES 
STAFF $8,808.11 $27,345.36 $28,230.96 
BENEVOLENCE EXPENSE 
 Benevolence (Synod) 583.34 1,750.00 1,813.74 
PARISH ADMINISTRATION 349.81 1,567.05 1,650.00 
WORSHIP 228.80 880.05 1,383.72 
LEARNING 52.48 111.86 562.47 
PROPERTY 6,403.83 15,595.70 10,446.27 
DEBT PAYMENTS 1,229.00 3,448.00 3,515.49 
STEWARDSHIP 0.00 0.00 174.99 
OUTREACH 0.00 0.00 124.98 
WITNESS 0.00 0.00 144.99 
SOCIAL FELLOWSHIP 83.97 83.97 287.49 
TOTAL EXPENSES $17,739.34 $50,781.99 $48,335.10 

EXCESS INCOME/(EXPENSES) ($3,613.49) ($18,013.80) ($11,787.57) 

Current Cash Accounts 

CHECKING ACCOUNTS & PETTY CASH  $12,199.26 
THRIVENT FINANCIAL  75,656.89 
 TOTAL CASH ACCOUNTS   $87,856.15 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Special Funds 

SPECIAL FUNDS INCOME 
BENEVOLENCE  
 Pantry/Good Samaritan $435.00 $1,337.90 $0.00 
MEMORIAL INCOME 0.00 1,005.00 0.00 
INTEREST 63.16 63.16 0.00 
COMMUNITY GARDENS 500.00 500.00 0.00 
TOTAL SPECIAL FUNDS INCOME $998.16 $2,905.96 $0.00 

SPECIAL FUNDS DISBURSEMENTS 
BENEVOLENCE 
 Pantry/Good Samaritan $0.00 $371.99 $0.00 
 Pastor’s Discretion 350.00 350.00 0.00 
 Postage (Pantry) 14.60 14.60 0.00 
MUSIC 0.00 56.99 0.00 
TOTAL SPECIAL FUNDS DISBURSEMENTS $364.60 $793.58 0.00 

Special Funds Cash Accounts 

CHECKING ACCOUNTS & PETTY CASH  $14,797.27 
THRIVENT FINANCIAL  5,567.37 
 TOTAL CASH ACCOUNTS   $20,364.64 



 
 

Worship & Music for May 
 

Happy Birthday to former choir member Edie Lansdowne and current member, May Ertle.  You’re 
looking swell ladies! 

 

Garden Dedication – Sunday, May 11th we’ll be having a dedication of our Bee, Butterfly and Bird 
garden.  We’ll be having a planting day on Saturday, May 10th.  Please check out the flyer for details.  
We hope you’ll come out to support our gardeners! 

 

Praise Team – Join us on the 4th Sunday of May for Praise Team’s Contemporary service at 10am 
before they take their summer break.  If you’re interested in being part of the Praise Team experience, 
contact Chris Mathy. 

 

Choir – Choir will be singing until June 8th when they will be singing Who You Say I Am, a 
contemporary piece in honor of confirmation Sunday!  Choir will resume rehearsals towards the end of 
August.  We’d love to have you join us!  Bring a friend! 

 

Summer Musical Opportunities -  If you’re interested in singing or playing an instrument during the 
summer season, just take a moment to sign up on the bulletin board.  If you know of anyone who 
would like some performing time, please feel free to add them to the list on one of the available 
Sundays.  Please let Dave Libecap or Kathy Ertle know if you need an accompanist. 

 

Concerts – There are a number of concerts during the summer.   

 

Shawnee Inn - has free concerts on Tuesday nights out on the lawn by the Pavilion.  Check out their 
website for announcements.  Bring a lawn chair.  Donations for the performers are gratefully accepted. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Beacon Hill Summer Concert series - Thursday, June 12, 5:00 pm, by the Early Music ensemble Vox 
Luminis on tour from Belgium, will be held at the First Presbyterian Church (575 Main St, Stroudsburg, 
PA 18360.  No reservations needed. As usual, there is no admission fee; rather a suggested donation 
of $20 adult, $10 senior, $5 student at the door.  The Program includes two works by Carissimi on the 
biblical “Historia” (stories) of Jeptha and Abraham and Isaac. 

 

 

 

2025 Pocono Summer Chorus -  to benefit Meals on Wheels will be holding their concert on 
Wednesday, July 23rd at 7pm at St. John’s Lutheran Church at 9 N. 9th St, Stbg.  Rehearsals begin the 
end of May.  If you’re interested in singing, please contact Kathy Ertle for information and a rehearsal 
schedule. 

 

Music on the Mountain Songfest – Tuesday, August 5, 2025 a choral festival featuring a concert at 
7:00pm at St. John’s Lutheran Church, 9 N. 9th St., Stbg.  Admission to the concert is free, tickets are 
not needed. 

 

Alaska Pete’s Restaurant – Have dinner and listen to the piano music of our very own Dave Libecap.  
Weekends. 

 

If you know of any concert or theater events that you’d like others to know about, please contact 
Kathy Ertle or the office to be included in future newsletters. 

 

Check the bulletin board for sponsorship opportunities! 

 

Next meeting – Monday, May 5th at 6pm 

 

, 

Happy Spring! 

Worship & Music Committee 

 
 



 
 



OUR GREAT VOLUNTEERS 
 WHO PASSED OUT FOOD PANTRY EASTER DINNERS OUT 

TO MANY FAMILIES. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                               
PALM SUNDAY  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
   AGAPE FEAST 

 
 
 

 
 

 
EASTER SUNDAY  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
  Thursday  May 15th 
    9:30am – 12:00noon   
The food pantry needs:  cereal, peanut 
butter and jelly, canned tuna. Spam and 
canned fruit.  

Anything else you would like to donate 
is appreciated - It must be non-perishable in can, box or bag.  Please check the "best 
by" and expiration dates, we cannot accept anything past the best by or expiration 
date.  

________________________________________________ 
 
 
     Every Tuesday     11:30am to 12:30pm. 
                        JOIN US  

    
 
___________________________________________________________ 

       FRIDAY LADIES                     

Every Friday    9:00 – 12:00 noon 

 The ladies make lovely lap robes that they share 
with hospitals, nursing & retirement homes plus our 
newly baptized babies go home with one.  They are 
always appreciated and if you know of someone that 
might need one, please let Edie know.                

Come and Join in.   
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Come join us for Pickleball in Celebration Hall!  

Beginners and more experienced players welcome. 
 

 
 
Download the app TeamReach and use the code STPAULS. Once in the app you can look at 
the calendar for times.  
 
 
 
 
 
ANY questions text or call Laura Biddulph. 
 570-369-0359 
 
 
                             
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 

 

Hello Church Youth Families, 

 

Sunday School class is held on Sunday mornings from 9-9:45 am.   All 
children from preschool and up are welcome!  We meet in the room to the 
left of the sanctuary. 

 

Our last Sunday School class will be on May 11th. 

 

Confirmation Class for this month (1-3pm): 

  May 18th – Last Class! 
 

 

We have had an amazing year of Christian education!  The children 
have learned so much about Jesus and his life.  They had a great time 
learning and having fun together and working on service projects together! 

 

Blessings always, 

Christian Education Team 

Alisa Nixon (908) 279-5242 

Pastor Deb (570) 350-5115 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



  

                 VOLUNTEERS NEEDED !!       
 
 

                                                      
   Please see Nancy Fritz or leave your name in the office.  

       No experience necessary you will be instructed and 
 helped as much as you need.  Assistance is needed   
 for a month at a time.  

 
  

       

                    

     Contact Jeannette Richardson or Faye Jones 

          if interested.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Contact Wanda Richardson. Faye, Noreen or office 
If you would like help Thursday Food Pantry  

 
 

 
 

 
SUNDAY SERVICE       If you would like to help on a Sunday contact  

                        Kathy Ertle or  office.   

                        Ushers and Lay Readers   
 
 
                Contact Pastor direct. 

    If you are interested in leading a service on one of 
                Pastor’s Sundays when she is away.  

 
 



 

 

 

Musical Opportunities – 
         CHOIR meets Thursdays at 6:30pm in the sanctuary.  

    If interested, contact Kathy Ertle.  

 

  THE PRAISE TEAM meets on the 1st and 3rd        
   Wednesday of every month at 6:30pm and  

       plays for the Contemporary service at 10am on 
       the 4th Sunday of the month.   

      Please reach out to Chris Matthy if interested. 

 
 
 
 
 
Sponsor Opportunities –   Sign-up sheets on Narthex Bulletin Board 
       Be A Worship Sponsor!  
For $22.00, or split with another, you can sponsor a worship service.  The money goes 
towards expenses for web sites used in bulletin preparation, copyright for songs and 
supplies like paper and toner.  Checks can be given to Dana Strohl or Secretary Lynne 
Williams. 

 

 

 

 

 

Altar Flowers  
The flower sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board.  Celebrate a loved 
one with a fresh flower arrangement from Floral Boutique.  Please 
find someone to share with you if you’d like to.  Order forms and 
checks may be given to Dana Strohl or Lynne Williams. 

 

 

                 



 



 

 



 

CELEBRATION HALL RENTALS 

Please share with friends.   For information contact 

                                            SONJI PATRICK  (CALL OFFICE FOR PHONE #.) 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

MAY 2025 
   

 
  

    1 2 3 
 
 

    Friday Ladies 
9:00am -
12:00noon 
 

 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
3rd Easter 

8:30am  

Sunday School  

9:00 – 9:45am 

10:00am 

 
 

Worship 
and Music 
6:30am 

Bible 
Study 
11:30 – 
12:30pm 
 
 
 
 

 Choir  
6:30pm 

Friday Ladies 
9:00am -
12:00noon 
 
 

Planting of 
the new Bee-
Butterfly and 
Bird Garden 
10am-1pm 
 
POSTOFFICE 
FOOD DRIVE 

             11 12 13 14 15 16 17 
4th Easter 

8:30am  

Last Sunday 
School  

9:00 – 9:45am 

10:00am 

MOTHERS DAY 
 

 Bible 
Study 
11:30 – 
12:30pm 

Council 
Meeting 
6:30 
 
 

Praise Team 
6:45pm 

Food Pantry 
9:00am – 
12:00noon 
 
 

Friday Ladies 
9:00am -
12:00noon 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

18 
5th Easter  

8:30am   
10:00am 
 
Cong. Meeting 
After 10am 
Service 
 
Confirmation 1-3 

 

         19           20 
Bible 
Study 
11:30 – 
12:30pm 
 

             21 
 Praise Team 
6:30pm 
 

          22 
Finance 
Meeting 
6:00pm 
 
Choir  
6:30pm 
 

 

             23 
Friday Ladies 
9:00am -
12:00noon 
 
  

            24 

               25 
6th Easter        

8:30am 
 
10pm service 
Contemporary 
with Praise Team        

       26          27               28             29              30             31 


