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ACROSS THE YEARS numerous Arkansas Methodists have served the
Methodist Church in various capacities beyond the bounds of the state.
The chief areas calling for such service are the foreign mission enterprise, the general boards and agencies of the church, and the episcopacy.
Many have served as pastors out of the state, and attention will be given
to them elsewhere.
"Go Ye Into All the World"

Few states have made a more significant contribution to the world
mission of Christianity than has Arkansas-and her Methodists. This
began at an early date. In 1823 the Missouri Conference Missionary Society reported it was sending in sixty dollars, of which "forty-five dollars
were sent from a society formed on Red River .... It appears ... that
the people in that remote place, are very zealous in the cause of Missions." 1
Another early example of concern for the mission program is found
in the will of Reuben Dye of Arkansas County in 1839: "Item 2nd.
I hereby give and bequeath to the Missionary Society of the Methodist
Episcopal Church the sum of one hundred dollars...." 2
The women of the churches were organizing local societies for supporting foreign missions, and by the 1880s had organized conference
societies as well. Funds were raised to help support Scarritt College,
then at Kansas City, which was training women for service as missionaries. The women of Arkansas had been praying "that the Lord would
call a missionary from their midst." 3
That prayer of the women was eventually answered-but not until
after a few men had been assigned to the foreign field. A list of the persons from Arkansas who have served as missionaries (at home and
abroad, men and women-including deaconesses) will be found as Appendix A in this book. The list has been carefully compiled but the
records are scattered and doubtless some names have been missed.
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The First Arkansas Missionaries

Crowder B. Moseley and M. B. Hill

The first missionary from Arkansas came from the ranks of the ministers. He was the Rev. Crowder B. Moseley, who went out to Japan in
1885, with J. W. and Walter R. Lambuth; he attended Vanderbilt
University with the younger Lambuth. At the fall meeting of the Arkansas Conference in 1887 he was admitted on trial on recommendation
of the Kobe Circuit of the Japan Mission Conference.4 In 1890 the
Arkansas Conference at its session raised $750 for his support. 5 Most of
his support, however, came from the Morrilton District,6 which was his
home area. He served for twenty-four years, coming home in 1912 because of his health. 7

The Rev. Crowder B. Moseley was the first mzsswnary from
Arkansas to serve overseas. Soon after, Esther Case of Batesville
and A. W. Wasson of Fayetteville went to the Orient.

One year after Moseley went to Japan, Moses B. Hill was appointed
to serve in China. Unfortunately his health was a problem; and in 1895
he applied for leave, but it cou.l d not be arranged. In 1896 he had a
stroke of paralysis and was forced to leave.8
Thomas A. Hearn

In 1893 Thomas A. Hearn of the Little Rock Conference was assigned to serve in China. He had been a conference member since 1882
and came from a loyal Methodist family at Arkadelphia. He rendered
long and effective service on the mission field. Later a younger brother
Alfred served for five years as a medical missionary in China.
Esther Case

In 1894 the first woman from Arkansas went to a foreign assignment.
She was Esther Case from Batesville. She spent twenty years in Mexico.

SERVING BEYOND THE STATE

257

In 1902 she became director of Mary Keener Institute in Mexico City,
at one time the most popular school in the city. In 1917 she became
interim Secretary in Nashville for Foreign Work by Southern Methodist
women; and in 1918 she was placed in charge of work in Mexico, Cuba,
Brazil, and the Congo. In 1922 she was elected by the General Conference as Administrative Secretary of the Woman's Foreign Department.
She was one of only four women secretaries ever elected by the Southern General Conference.9
From 1926 until shortly before her death in 1932 Miss Case continued as
the sole administrative secretary in the Foreign Department of the Woman's
Missionary Council. Many felt she had "laid down her life for Africa," since
it was on her way to visit the Congo Mission that she first discovered the recurrence of a malady which immediate trearment would probably have allayed.
For the sake of the work she would not turn back, and by the time she reached
the States again there was little hope for her recovery.. .. [She gave} thirtyeight years of service to the cause of Christ in other lands.1 0

Other Early Missionaries
Oscar E. Goddard
Volunteers continued to come in the next few years, among them
some of the all-time "greats." The Rev. and Mrs. 0. E. Goddard left
for China in 1895. Just before they left, he preached at Prescott on "My
Reasons for Going to China," declaring it was not for the salary or because of any fanatical attitude. "I feel," he said, "God wants me to go.
I want to go where I can do the most good. I feel it is my duty to go." 11
He was assigned to serve as vice-president of the Anglo-Chinese College.12 But quite early it became clear that Mrs. Goddard could not adapt
to the climate and that they must leave. This was a severe trial to them,
and as soon as he was back as pastor at Monticello he was also named
(doubtless at his request) Conference Missionary Secretary.
After some years as pastor, Dr. Goddard was named secretary of the
General Board of Home Missions, which moved him to Nashville, Tennessee. He served in this work from 1918 to 1922.
In 1926 Dr. Goddard became secretary of the General Board of Foreign Missions, a task that took him to Africa, Mexico, and South America. Dr. Claude M. Reves said of him: "Only once or twice in a century
does God raise up for leadership such a servant of humanity and such a
minister of the gospel as he has .been." 13

John W. Cline
One of the longest and most fruitful overseas ministries was that of
the Rev. John W. Cline. He grew up in an Arkansas parsonage, attended
Hendrix and Vanderbilt, taught at Hendrix, and went to China in 1897.
He arrived just as the educational work of Methodists in China was
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undergoing great change. Dr. Cline in 1905 became president of AngloChinese College in Shanghai.
Across the years Dr. Cline carried a variety of responsibilities in China:
district superintendent, treasurer of the conference, property manager,
assistant pastor of local churches, principal of Soochow .Middle School,
president of the trustees for all Methodist educational work, chairman
of the Executive Committee for all the missions (in the absence of the
bishop) .14
There were hardships and occasional dangers in the work. He was
interned in 1943 by the Japanese. After World War II closed, he returned to China to try tO help re-establish the mission work, finally
leaving in 1948. Among the contacts he had in China was a close one
with Chiang Kai-shek and Madame Chiang. The latter had been one of
his Sunday school pupils; and after her marriage to the general, both
attended Dr. Cline's church services. 15
George B. Workman, a younger colleague in China wrote of him:
Younger missionaries found him a spiritual father as he advised them at
times. His sincerity, integrity, devotion to duties, keen mind, and warmth
provided valuable qualities within the Church during its formative years in a
new culture. 10

Bishop Paul B. Kern, in a letter written to the pastor, William C.
Martin, commending First Church, Little Rock, for its support of Cline,
said:
He stands as a great tower of strength to the Mission cause in these lands.
Years of devoted service give him a peculiar grip upon Chinese hearts and they
love him and follow him with unmeasured loyalty."

Alfred W. Wasson
Leaving Arkansas in 1905 was another young m1sswnary who was
destined to influence Methodist missions in many parts of the world. He
was Alfred W. Wasson, from a well known Methodist family in Northwest Arkansas. After finishing the University of Arkansas, he spent
three years in theological study at Vanderbilt, along with Forney Hutchinson. Before he left Vanderbilt, he was accepted for service in Korea ·
by Dr. Walter R. Lambuth, Secretary of Foreign Missions. 18
Before he left he married Miss Mabel Sutton, and his friends gave a
reception at the Fayetteville Church. The Wassons plunged into their
work at once-teaching and preaching. In 1908 a layman's conference
in Fort Smith agreed to raise $2,500 to build them a parsonage. 19 His
principal work was directing the Anglo-Korean school at Songdo, but
he was also in charge of a circuit of 26 churches that had 650 members.20 By 1921 the School was enrolling almost 1,000 students, and the
Sunday Schools of North Arkansas undertook to raise money for a new
$100,000 administration building, a part of the Centenary Special Of-
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fering. 21 From 1922 to 1926 Dr. Wasson was president of the Union
Methodist Theological Seminary in Seoul, and chairman of the executive committee of the Southern Methodist Mission.
In 1926 he left Korea to become Professor of Missions at Perkins
School of Theology at S. M. U. in Dallas. Then in 1934 he was elected
foreign secretary of the Southern Church's Board of Missions, supervising all mission work outside the United States. With Union in 1939 he
served as associate secretary for missions in Latin America until he retired. "Within four years after he first landed in South America he not
only had an excellent vocabulary and a good Argentine Spanish accent
but also had acquired an understanding of Spanish-American culture that
would do credit to a trained cultural anthropologist." 22 After retiring
he taught as visiting professor at Scarritt College, Garrett Biblical Institute, and Perkins School of Theology.
Dr. Wasson was a penetrating student of the missionary movement.
So far as the Southern Mission in Korea and the Korean Annual Conference were concerned, it would be difficult to overstate the importance
of his contributions. A social scientist and college administrator who
knew him well in Korea and later in New York and Dallas, gives this
estimate:
Dr. Wasson combined incisive scholarship with the human understanding
and decisiveness of a good executive; the ability to grasp the essence of a
problem and to state it fairly and simply; infinite patience and even-handedness
in working out a compromise; and the irenic quality that influenced the most
irreconcilable of antagonists to make a reasonable peace with honor. With all
these qualities, he was welcomed as a leader among Koreans and Americans
alike."'

Clarence N. Weems

As the son of Rev. David Jefferson Weems of Conway, C. N. Weems
had deep roots in Arkansas Methodism. At Hendrix College ( 18951899) he was lastingly influenced by the visiting missionary statesman
Walter R. Lambuth. After several years of teaching in Arkansas and
Kentucky, he volunteered for missionary service and was assigned to
Korea where he would work with A. W. W asson, whom he already
knew.
leaving Arkansas in August, he was concerned about his "anticipated
residence in a semi-civilized country," 24 but even before sailing he was
reassured by unexpected meetings in San Francisco with three persons:
Dr. Bucher from India, who gave him "a new slant on missionary work";
the able Korean J. S. Ryang, later the first Korean Methodist bishop;
and Dr. Godden, who had been his college president at Galloway. "It
was a fortunate circumstance, serving to unite the past with the future." 25
His early years beginning in 1909 at the Anglo-Korean School with
A. W. Wasson and their mutual friends, the prominent Methodist lay-
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man Baron T. H . Yun and Dr. J. S. Ryang, were rewarding and extremely enlightening. Yet by 1911 he was involved in "evangelistic
work" as well. While always keeping his association with the Songdo
School, he also served as presiding elder of the Songdo District and
of W onsan District.
By 1933, when he began his extremely active seven year service in
W onsan, he was chairman of the board of goveroors of the Songdo
School, and a member of several important bodies of the Southern
Methodist Mission. His Korean biographer wrote of him in 1939:
The great edifices which he erected are perpetual monuments, silently and
solemnly announcing his abiding work in the world. And those persons whom
he has trained, as disciples and brothers in His love, witness to the noble per·
sonality of this great missionary to Korean society." 6

Walter A. Hearn
Walter A. Hearn's tenure in China was relatively short, yet it was

significant for several reasons, some of which are dealt with elsewhere.
Born in China of missionary parents in 1895, he had good use of the
language. He had excellent training at Hendrix College Academy,
Hendrix College, Union Theological Seminary, and Teachers College
at Columbia University. He taught law in Soochow University, and later
religion and did pastoral work in the city.
Refusal of the Southern Church's Board of Missions to continue Mr.
Hearn as a missionary (See Chapter 16 ) grew out of a theological
struggle that permeated several of the denominations. It was a struggle
that was basically an American one that had been imported to China.
More Recent Missioners

William R. Schisler, Sr. and Jr.

William R. Schisler (a brother to John Q.) rendered long and devoted service to the church outside the state. He attended Hendrix,
taught school a few years, and then volunteered to go to Brazil as a lay
missionary in 1921. His work was as a teacher; and he served as principal of lnstituto Uniao, Uruguaiana and later of Passo Fundo Educational
Institute, retiring in 1958. Long tenure and close relation to his students
made him greatly loved and very influential.
In 1925 he wrote back to his Arkansas friends about an uprising because of political strife :
We missionaries and most of the native pastors keep ourselves entirely out of
all these disputes. In this way we are prepared to help either side whenever we
can. But how difficult it is to reach people when their hearts are full of black
hatred . . . . Oh, how this country needs Christ! 27

His son, William Richard, Jr. (known as Dick) was born in Brazil
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and became a minister and church editor there. He has been active in
interfaith and ecumenical projects, in radio work, and in a revision of
liturgy for Brazil.
Nell Naylor

Nell Naylor is one exception to this list (an all-Arkansas-born group)
but she lived in the state a long time after retirement and made a strong
impact for the missionary task in Arkansas. She spent thirty years in
India, during which time she built and established schools, widows'
homes, baby folds, a hospital, and a large church. A chapel built with
contributions in her memory was dedicated by Bishop Paul V. Galloway
on October 12, 1969, at the Hammond Nursing Home, Springdale,
Arkansas. 28
Nellie Dyer

After graduating from Scarritt College, Nellie Dyer went to Korea
in 1927; in 1941 the war caused her to move to the Philippines. When
it was occupied by the Japanese, she and other missionaries were imprisoned. After her release she returned to the United States for two
years, but in 1947 she went back to Korea only to be imprisoned again
when the North Koreans overran Songdo; this time she was in prison
for nearly three years.
The five Methodist missionaries who had been imprisoned in North
Korea were named "Methodists of the Year" by World Outlook, one
being Nellie Dyer. In 1955 she was given an honorary Doctor of Laws
degree by Hendrix College. She comments on the meaning of her times
of imprisonment:
While I was a prisoner during the two wars I was strengthened by my faith,
and my spirit was calm because I felt I was where God wanted me to be....
My spirit was fed as I thought on the richness and beauty of our Christian
faith . . . . I do not consider those years wasted. . . . I feel that I shared in a
measure the sufferings of the people I had come to serve.'•

Pearle McCain

Another missionary who began in China and had to leave when the
Communists came was Dr. Pearle McCain. A graduate of Galloway
College and Scarritt College, she later did further study at Union
Theological Seminary and at Columbia University. She first went to
China (in 1929) and taught in McTyeire School at Shanghai, at Susan
B. Wilson School at Sungkiang, and at Bible Teachers' Training School
at Nanking. When the war came, she stayed by her post as long as was
possible. A colleague in Shanghai in 1949, George B. Workman, wrote
in a letter back to Conway: "Pearle McCain is still in Nanking. She is a
very strong person and doing excellent work." 30
After the war she went to Japan where she taught for twenty-one
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years (1951-1972) in Seiwa College at Nishinomiya. She has part!Clpated in numerous significant enterprises and received wide recognition.
She was a member of the World Institute and World Convention on
Christian Education both at Toronto (1950) and at Tokyo (1958). In
Japan she was given a Certificate of Appreciation from the moderator
of the United Church of Japan ( 1970) and a similar one from the
mayor of Nishinomiya, the next year. Also in 1971 the Emperor of
Japan conferred on her the Fifth Class Order of the Sacred Treasure.
Behind all these honors and degrees is a friendly person who testifies,
In my varied experiences I have seen something of what Jesus Christ can
do for people in various circumstances and I am convinced that what the world
needs most-as individuals and as nations-is Jesus Christ and what He can
do for us. 31

Edith Martin

Following a year at Galloway College and graduation at Arkansas
Teacher's College, Edith Martin taught five years. Then as a result of
her Christian home and her church background, including Epworth
League experiences, she felt a definite call from God to serve the people of Africa. The North Arkansas Women's Missionary Society provided a scholarship at Scarritt College.
The day I received my diploma and was told that I could go to the Congo
in Africa was a very great day in my life ... I was happy because I was going
to the "Dark Continent" to help make it light. I knew that I was unworthy, but
that God would be with me all the way, and He has been.
The Otetela people took me into their hearts and homes and taught me their
language and customs .. .. and helped me in many ways to be a more effective
missionary. . ..
It was in the atmosphere of such kind people that I spent thirty-six years
working in the field of Christian education, women's work, social evangelism,
writing and translating materials, and working with a Committee of Zairians
(Congolese) to translate the Sacred Scriptures into the language of the people.
I had the joy of seeing the printed Word in Otetela and in the hands of the
people with whom I worked. 32

The achievement of getting the Bible translated and published in
Otetela language was a fitting climax to Miss Martin's long and fruitful
career. As the Otetela people read-or heard it read-they felt that
God was talking to them through the Book. 33
George B. Workman

Not planning originally to be a preacher or a mtsstonary, George B.
Workman ended up carrying out a wide variety of ministerial-missionary
tasks. Since his father, James Mims, was president of Henderson-Brown
College, he naturally attende-:1 college there, finishing in 1924. He
worked for the Arkansas State Y.M.C.A., then took an M.A. at Yale
Divinity School and married Eliza Harris, whose mother and uncle had
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taught at Henderson-Brown. Then he continued in Y.M.C.A. work in
New England, in Arkansas, and in New York City.
Bishop Paul B. Kern asked the W orkmans to go to China on two
weeks' notice in August, 1933, to serve in institutional church work.
They accepted and were soon in Shanghai under the guidance of Dr.
J. W. Cline. In the first two years, George was critically ill; in 1937
the couple was refugeed to Shanghai because of the Sino-Japanese War;
in 1939 their daughter Sarah came down with polio, and they returned
to the United States for her treatment. In 1948 they had to leave temporarily when the Communists arrived and had to leave permanently in
1950. But by 1952 they were in India where Workman served in a multitude of tasks: teacher, pastor, manager of sanatorium, treasurer of a
college, teaching in a college, directing a medicine plant, managing a
school, and as district superintendent! Truly, a "man for all seasons." He
retired in 1970 and has made his home in Maryland, where he continues part-time Y.M.C.A. work in Washington, D.C. 34

Representative of the many other missionaries who have gone
out from Arkansas are Dr. Pearle McCain, Dr. George B.
Workman, and Miss Edith Martin.
And Others

Lucy Wade went to Brazil in 1930 and taught at Collegio Isabella,
a small school with 150 pupils. Later she served at Riberao, a town of
40,000 in the coffee country. After eight years in Brazil, she was sent
to Colegio International in Ascension, Paraguay. 35
Native Arkansan R. V. Marble grew up in adjoining Missouri and
has spent thirty years in India, chiefly in remote villages, and assisting
in emergency relief projects and agricultural improvements. 36
Little Rock Conference Secretary James E. Major and Mrs. Major
have in their past a significant period of service (1947-53) as missionaries in Santiago, Chile. Mrs. Major supervised a club for children in
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Sweet Memorial Institute, with cooking, sewing, and reading classes, and
taught in Santiago College. Dr. Major was director of the Institute and
pastor of the church. He began an institute for supply pastors, getting
support for some of these programs from Highland Church, Little Rock;
First Church, Pine Bluff; and Mr. and Mrs. B. T. Fooks of Camden. 37
He is now vice president of Hendrix College.
For more than twenty-five years, Rev. and Mrs. Bill Elder have rendered service in Japan. A graduate of Hendrix and Perkins School of
Theology, he has served in the area of evangelism and of human relations training at the Japan Institute of Christian Education of Rikkyo
University in Tokyo. 38
Granddaughter of the Rev. and Mrs. John M. G. Douglass; product
of First Church, Hot Springs; graduate of Henderson State College;
Helen Baird Wilson has served in Bolivia since 1953, chiefly in medical
work. After her first three-year term, she came back to recruit others and
ended up by re-cruiting herself. 39
The Rev. A. W. Martin, Jr. followed his father's pattern of serving
the pastorate and later turned to seminary teaching. The younger Martin,
however, has done his teaching at the Union Theological Seminary at
Mexico City ( 1964-70) , and, since 1970, in Puerto Rico.
Agricultural missionary was the role of Edward G. Matthews in Katanga Province in the Congo. He organized the Congo Polytechnic Institute as the first agricultural training program in that area. He has a
degree in agriculture from the University of Arkansas as well as a
theological degree from Perkins School of Theology. He served in the
Congo from 1960 to 1963. 40 .
Jackie Wright (now Mrs. Tommy Huskey) decided while in high
school at Batesville to volunteer for overseas service. She had good
training in local churches, at Hendrix College, and the summer of 1960
at Scarritt College. She worked in Porto Alegre, Brazil, largely among
the very poor. She broke some precedents by becoming-as a single
woman-a pastor, carrying on the regular work of a pastor. She helped
the people build a small chapel, which they named in her honor as "Sister Jackie." 41
Connectional Servants From Arkansas

Across the years Arkansas Methodism has provided numerous persons to serve the church at large on irs boards and agencies. These have
been fewer in number than those from some other states, but in several
cases the quality has been at the highest level.
John W. Boswell came from Tennessee to Arkansas in the mid-1870s,
serving as pastor, presiding elder, and editor. He began the effort in 1879
to create an indigenous Arkansas Methodist paper and served as editor
of the Arkansas Methodist in Little Rock for about a year in 1882. He
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was named an assistant editor of the Christian Advocate at Nashville
at two different times, and later edited Sunday School publications under Dr. E. B. Chappell.
David M. Smith, a native of Tennessee, was raised in his youth at
Batesville. In early manhood he went to Nashville to attend business
college, and in 1888 was employed by the Methodist Publishing House.
In 1890 he became one of the Publishing Agents, becoming senior agent
in 1903 and continuing in this capacity until he retired in 1922. He was
the first layman to hold the office of publishing agent.
Stonewall Anderson and W. E. Hogan
Born in Helena and educated at Hendrix, Dr. Stonewall Anderson
was pastor and presiding elder for ten years before becoming president
of his alma mater in 1902. -In 1910 he was elected as general secretary
of his church's Board of Education. At Nashville he soon discovered
the schools and colleges in a chaotic state-unclassified and nonstandardized. During his eighteen years in the office, there was an amazing transformation. In brief, these were: .( 1) all the institutions of the
church were classified, harmonized and correlated; ( 2) a full-time secretary of ministerial supply and training was added to the staff; ( 3)

Well known to Arkansas Methodists
and to others far away have been
Dr. Oscar E. Goddard, and Theressa
Hoover.
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titles of church schools were cleared and the control vested in the church ;
( 4) a chair of religious education was established in all schools; ( 5 ) a
program of religious guidance was started among Methodist schools in
various state universities; ( 6) educational standards for ministers were
raised. During his tenure, a Christian Education Movement campaign
resulted in more than $18,000,000 being subscribed to Methodist higher
education in the South; and, under this influence, more than $8,000,000
in additional gifts came in, exclusive of the $25,000,000 gift of the Duke
family to Duke University and the $7,000,000 gift of Asa Candler to
Emory University. 42
Dr. Anderson was one of the chief advocates of the church keeping
its relation to Vanderbilt University, feeling its claim was as strong as
ever and could be maintained. For this position he was severely criticized
in some quarters. He was highly regarded in his home area as well as
elsewhere, for in 1926 he headed the delegation to General Conference
from Little Rock Conference. Dr. Millar, commenting on Dr. Anderson's
election to General Conference in 1926, said, "He has led the church in
creating a real [higher education} system. He is an educational statesman, and possibly the clearest and sanest thinker in our church." 43
To assist in the work at Nashville, Dr. Anderson invited W. E. Hogan
of Hendrix to accompany him as assistant secretary, and thus began a
long and fruitful period of service for an Arkansas layman. He had
graduated from Hendrix in 1897, taught school, done graduate work at
the University of Chicago, and returned to teach mathematics at Hendrix in 1900. In 1930 when the church combined several boards into
a General Board of Christian Education, he continued as treasurer-as
he did also in 1940 when Union brought still larger responsibilities. All
these he met with fidelity and integrity. When he retired in 1944, he
held the respect and admiration of a host of friends and colleagues
across the church.44
John Q. Schisler
A native of Bono, Arkansas, John Q. Schisler was at his retirement in
1955 one of Methodism's "elder statesmen," trusted by bishops, pastors,
laymen, staff members, and office secretaries. Before going to Nashville in
1920, he served pastorates and was Sunday School Field Secretary in
North Arkansas Conference. Ten years later he was chosen as the first
general secretary of the Division of the Local Church, a position he held
until he retired in 1955. He was on many interboard agencies, thus
touching the life of the church at many points. He was also active in interdenominational affairs such as the International Council of Religiom
Education, which later became a part of the National Council of
Churches. In all such wide-ranging activities he kept close touch with
the leaders in Arkansas, serving for a time as chairman of his conference
board of education. They in turn chose him frequently as a delegate
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to jurisdictional and general conferences. Bishop W. McFerrin Stowe, at
one time serving under Schisler as a board staff member, said of him,
No man in the history of American Methodism has had more influence on
the educational program of the church than John Schisler. He was diligent and
devoted ; he was creative and imaginative; he was wise and incisive; he was
broad and he was deep.'•

R. Bryan Brawner

Bryan Brawner was trained as an educator for twenty-three years in
the public school system of Arkansas before becoming executive director
of the staff and activities of Highland Park Church, Dallas. After
eighteen years at the Dallas church, he was elected general secretary of
the Council on World Service and Finance and treasurer of The United
Methodist Church. He was given the honorary LL.D degree by Hendrix
College in 1969; he was a life member of the Arkansas Education Association and president for a term of the National Association of Church
Business Administrators. As treasurer of the church as a whole, he held
one of the most important and influential positions ever held by a layperson, being responsible for handling seventy million dollars annually
of general church funds and for passing on requests for special appropriations requested by Methodist agencies from time to time. 46
We have noted in another chapter that Mr. Brawner will be followed
in 1976 by another Arkansas Methodist, Dr. Ewing T. Wayland, former
pastor and editor of the Arkansas Methodist.
And Others
Dan B. Brummit spent the years of 1896-1906 in the Arkamas Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church. He served pastorates in Fort
Smith and Little Rock, and in 1901 joined the staff of the Epworth
Herald. He spent the rest of his ministry in editorial tasks, being editor
of several editions of The Christian Advocate, and author of a novel,
Shoddy, a fictitious character who got elected bishop by devious means.
Mrs. W . B. Ferguson was increasingly recognized at First Church,
Little Rock, as one of the most effective teachers of children in the Sunday school. Soon she was employed full time by the General Sunday
School Board in Nashville to teach in training classes; in 1927 she became Editor of Children's Publications. She retired in 1944. She was
competent as an editor and teacher and brought to her work wide understandings, great devotion, and fierce loyalty to what she felt was right. 47
Among many other roles in his career, James W . Workman served
for six years on the staff of the General Board of Lay Activities in
Chicago ( 1940-46). He was called the Secretary of Stewardship; and
his task was to encourage the stewardship of time, talents, and possessions. He served as an associate editor of The Methodist Layman, and he
was the author of a widely used study manual, Youth Are Stewards.
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He spoke to Methodist men in each conference and in each state during
his term of office-as well as in Canada and Mexico. He was active in
representing the Methodist agency in the ecumenical Stewardship Council. Perhaps the most important development during his years with lay
Activities was the creation and extension of Methodist Men organizations across the Church. 48
One of the most competent editors of church school resources for
youth among Methodists in the period of 1930-70 was Rowena Ferguson.
A native of little Rock where her parents were active in First Methodist
Church, she became the most highly trained professional journalist on
the Methodist Board of Education staff during her era. She was elected
an alumni member by Phi Beta Kappa and given the honorary degree of
Doctor of Divinity by Iowa Wesleyan University. She was active in
numerous ecumenical activities representing the church and was highly
expert in the area of church curriculum theory and planning. 49
W. D. lester graduated from Philander Smith in 1924 and from
Gammon Seminary three years later, after joining the little Rock Conference, Methodist Episcopal Church, in 1921. He served as pastor in
Arkansas and elsewhere and as district superintendent in the little
Rock District before going to the Board of Evangelism in Nashville in
1952, where he was director of evangelism for special activities until
retirement. He has been a trustee of Philander Smith College since 1931
and a member of jurisdictional and general conferences from 1948
through 1964. He has been a trusted leader in the conference where he
is now respected as a wise counselor.
M. Earl Cunningham took his B.A. degree at the University of
Arkansas in 1927 and served as minister of education at Winfield
Church for a time in 1934 before joining the staff of the General Board
of Christian Education in Nashville, where he remained until 1972. He
served for many years as dean of the leadership Education School at
Mt. Sequoyah and has thus influenced many Arkansas Methodists.
Probably John Q. Schisler had some influence in taking A. W. Martin, Sr., Harry King, and Olive Smith to positions on the General Board
of Christian Education. Martin served from 1926 to 1934 in charge
of extension and rural work in education throughout the denomination.
He later (1945-195 7) taught church administration cour~es at Perkins
School of Theology and then spent seven years directing the Wesley
Foundation at the University of Arkansas, Fayetteville. He was noted
for his forthright positions, his scorn of questionable practices, and his
asking of uncomfortable questions. Harry K. King served intermittently
as a pastor and in numerous other roles, chiefly educational (many
years at such institutions as Morris Harvey, Clarendon, Galloway, and
Arkansas College), and spent three years in Nashville in promoting
Christian education overseas, especially in China. Olive Smith attended
Henderson-Brown College, where she belonged to the Life Service
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Band. She taught in public schools for nineteen years and served Winfield Church, Little Rock, as director of Christian education before joining the staff of the General Board of Education in Nashville. After five
years in Nashville she served on the staff of Highland Park Church,
Dallas, for nine years and for ten years served Lovers Lane Church
in the same city. She now serves as a Christian education consultant in
Little Rock.
Elmer T. Clark was born in Arkansas, raised across the line in Missouri, and later attended Hendrix College. He was one of the outstanding
church journalists of his era; was editor of World Outlook, and of more
than fifteen books. He was editor-in-chief of The journal and Letters of
Francis Asbury, and was the originator of the plan for compiling the
Encyclopedia of World Methodism.
Harold L. Fair is a native of Arkansas and served for a time as assistant pastor at First Church, Little Rock. He is now Associate Editor
of Church School Publications with the Board of Discipleship in Nashville.
Emogene Dunlap, (now Mrs. Donald Kuhn), native of Mal vern,
was active as teacher and youth worker, leading eventually to her becoming conference director of youth work. This, in turn, brought an
invitation to join the Youth Department in the General Board of Education, where she gave special attention to alcohol education. Later
she worked with the Board of Social Concerns in Washington, where
she met and married Donald Kuhn.
Dr. J. Abner Sage and Dr. James S. Seneker both taught at the
School of Theology at Southern Methodist University, Dallas. Dr.
Seneker went to S.M.U. in 1921 after four years as pastor in Arkansas
and three years study under George Albert Coe in Christian education.
He had a brilliant mind and a unique personality and gave many
students a good foundation in the theory of Christian nurture. Dr. Sage
went to S.M.U. in 1921 as instructor in church music, and for ten
years he provided good instruction in hymnology and other phases of
church music. An excellent singer himself, he developed in his students
an appreciation for good hymns, new and old. He served on the commission that prepared the 1934 Methodist Hymnal.
Helen F. Couch (Mrs. Harvey W.) went to Nashville in 1955 as
the editor of The Church School and (later) The Christian Home. She
had taught in Arkansas public schools and had been director of Christian education at Hot Springs and at El Dorado. She made a fine record
as an editor and writer, co-authoring several books for junior high
students.
Theressa Hoover has gone from Arkansas to what is perhaps the highest administrative post held by a woman in The United Methodist
Church-associate general secretary of the Women's Division of the
Board of Global Ministries. Born and raised in Fayetteville, she was
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Among bishops with an Arkansas background are Ivan Lee
Holt (left), Paul V. Galloway (center), and Aubrey G. Walton.

nurtured religiously in St. James Church there and educationally in
Philander Smith College in Little Rock. For three years she worked
for the Little Rock Methodist Council, doing Christian education work
with Methodists and Christian Methodist Episcopal churches. In 1948
she became a field worker for the Women's Division of the Board of
Missions, traveling all across the country for ten years, and later serving
in other offices until 1972 when she was named to head the entire
Women's Division. She has lectured at Harvard Divinity School and at
Southern Methodist University. In 1971 the Ladies Home journal chose
her as one of America's seventy-five most important women. Wesley
Pippert has written, "Theressa Hoover has tact and toughness .. . .
Always she sees clearly the distinction-and interdependence-of faith
and action." 50
Sue Couch was raised in Arkansas and finished Hendrix College soon
after her parents, Mr. and Mrs. Harvey W. Couch, moved to Nashville.
In 1961 she joined the staff of the Television, Radio and Film Commission in information services and is now director of Public Relations
for TRAFCO's successor, the Joint Committee on Communications,
Division of Research, Education, and Liaison.
T. Poe Williams was raised and educated in Arkansas (Hendrix)
and spent a few years as pastor in the state. After some years in Oklahoma pastorates, he went to the Board of Education in 1970 as assistant for financial development. He is now assistant general secretary
for training enterprises. He served as secretary of the South Central
Jurisdictional Conference for 1968 and 1972.
Joseph R. Hale attended Asbury College and Perkins School of
Theology. He joined the staff of the General Board of Evangelism in
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1960; he has been active in ecumenical evangelism. In late 1975 he was
elected general secretary-designate of the W odd Methodist Council.
Negail R. Riley joined the Southwest Conference in 1954 and was
pastor of Wesley Chapel, Little Rock, from 1962 to 1967. He also
served at the same time as assistant professor of religion and sociology
at Philander Smith College. In 1967 he joined the staff of the Board
of Missions; and in 1975 his title was assistant general secretary of
Minority Concerns in the board, now called Global Ministries. Mr.
Riley was the ministerial delegate from the Southwest Conference to
General Conference in 1968, the alternate delegate in 1972, and was
elected in 1975 as one of four delegates from the united · Little Rock
Conference.
Elected as Bishops from Arkansas

The ministers related to Arkansas who have been elected bishops are
also among those who have served the church at large. Some of these
have been native to Arkansas; others have served in the state to the
. degree that they are claimed by Arkansas Methodists.
Four Native Bishops
Four natives of Arkansas have been elected as Methodist bishops:
Ivan Lee Holt (1938), Henry Bascom Watts (1952) , Paul Vernon
Galloway (1960), and Kenneth W . Copeland (also 1960). Bishop
Holt never had an appointment in Arkansas; Bishop Watts served three
years at First Church, Little Rock, as his only Arkansas appointment;
Bishop Galloway spent all his ministry in Arkansas, except the last ten
years as a pastor in Tulsa, Oklahoma; and Bishop Copeland left Arkansas as a child and never served there. All were born in small towns:
DeWitt, Yellville, Mountain Home, and Bexar, respectively. Watts
and Galloway were sons of Methodist preachers.
Ivan Lee Holt was born in 1886; his father died when he was a
child but his mother was determined that she would see that he
had an education-and a Christian faith. He attended Vanderbilt University and the University of Chicago, taught Latin and Greek for three
years at Stuttgart, joined the Little Rock Conference in 1909, but transferred at once to serve in Missouri. The Arkansas Methodists were by
1923 predicting that Dr. Holt would become Bishop Holt:.
If Arkansas feels that she has not received her "just deserts" in the high honor
of ecclesiastics, we . . . feel confident that . . . Ivan Lee Holt . . . will be the
one who will bring Arkansas into her own."'

Ivan Lee Holt did "bring Arkansas into her own" in 1938 when
he was elected first among seven new bishops at the last General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, in Birmingham.
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Bishop Holt never served as the Arkansas bishop, but he kept many
friendships across the years with Arkansas Methodists and was happy
to return from time to time to speak or preach.
H. Bascom Watts was elected bishop in 1952. He had served First
Church, Little Rock, as his only Arkansas pastorate for three years
before going to Tulsa in 1939. As a pastor he was what Dr. Albea
Godbald called "a transfer man who served in five annual conferences,"
but also "a conference-minded man who willingly worked on boards
and committees and was soon recognized as a leader wherever he was." 52
We have noted elsewhere the faithful service given to Arkansas Methodism by his father, the Rev. J. H. Watts. Bascom Watts would never
forget Arkansas where, when he was a child of four, his mother (and
sister) died in 1894 at Mountain Home (where Paul V. Galloway was
born ten years later). When conference met in the fall of 1894, Bascom himself was sick with typhoid fever. The father wrote of Bascom:
"He was given up two or three times for dead. But finally got well.
The Lord wanted him for a great work." 53 All of his episcopal service
was rendered in Nebraska until his death in 1959.
Paul Vernon Galloway was the third native of Arkansas to be
elected bishop. Born in 1904 into a parsonage home (son of the Rev.
and Mrs. J. J. Galloway), he was educated in Arkansas Methodist
schools (Henderson-Brown and Hendrix), with theological training
at Perkins School in Dallas and at Yale Divinity School. He served as
a pastor in the state for twenty-three years (Fort Smith, Arkadelphia,
Osceola, Forrest City, Fayetteville, and Winfield Church) before a tenyear pastorate at Boston A venue Church in Tulsa where he followed
H. Bascom Watts. Elected bishop in 1960, he served for eight years
the San Antonio-Northwest Texas Area. In 1968 he moved to Little
Rock where he was in charge of the Southwest Conference, formerly a
part of the Central Jurisdiction (now disbanded), as well as the Little
Rock and the North Arkansas Conferences.
Bishop Kenneth W. Copeland was born in Bexar, Arkansas, in 1912,
but the family moved away while he was still young. He entered the
Methodist Protestant ministry in 1931 in Texas where most of his ministry was spent. Following a sixteen-year pastorate at Travis Park Church,
San Antonio, Texas ( 1944-60), he was elected bishop, serving the Nebraska Area (1960-68) and the Houston Area until his death in 1973.
Bishops Whom Arkansas Can Claim

There are several other bishops who because of their residence or service in Arkansas can be claimed as a part of United Methodism in
Arkansas. These are Alexander P. Shaw, William C. Martin, Dana
Dawson, Aubrey G. Walton, M. Lafayette Harris, Charles F. Golden,

Well known across the church as preacher-pastor was Dr. Forney Hutchinson
(left); in our day two others widely
known in the area of church administration, publication, and finance are Dr.
R. Bryan Brawner and Dr. Ewing T. Wayland.

Ernest T. Dixon, Odie Lee Sherman, J. Waskom Pickett, and W. McFerrin Stowe.
Few bishops are claimed more warmly than is Bishop William C.
Martin by the people of Arkansas, though he was born barely out of the
state-just across the Mississippi River, at Randolph, Tennessee, in
1893. As a small child he came to western Arkansas where he attended
school before going to the University of Arkansas and Hendrix College.
He married an Arkansas girl, Sally Beene, from Hempstead County;
and in their retirement years they are comfortably settled in Little Rock
where their older son Donald and his family live. Bishop Martin tightened his Arkansas ties during a fruitful three-year pastorate at First
Church, Little Rock, 1928-31. Since that pastorate, he has been in and
out of the state innumerable times-preaching in churches, giving commencement addresses at Hendrix College, and visiting his children.
When he left the Little Rock pastorate in 1931 his church officials
praised him for his "temperateness of judgment ... largeness of understanding ... and kindness of heart characteristic of a Christian and enlightened mind," and for being "a citizen honored, admired, and loved
in the city and state." 54 Following an outstanding pastorate in Dallas,
he was elected bishop in 1938. He served as bishop in California, Ne-
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braska, and Kansas, closing his active episcopal career with sixteen
years' service in the Dallas- Fort Worth Area ( 1948-64 ) .
In 1956 the Rev. Odie Lee Sherman of the African Methodist Episcopal Church was elected bishop, after getting his education at Shorter
College, North Little Rock, and serving as an Arkansas pastor and presiding elder. He is a native of Texas and was assigned there on his
election.
Aubrey G. Walton spent all of his ministry in Arkansas before election as bishop in 1960. He served at such places as Calico Rock (where
he began); Eureka Springs; Siloam Springs; Searcy; Texarkana; and
First Church, Little Rock for sixteen years. The W altons learned some
basic lessons about pastor-parish relations at Calico Rock, as Mildred
Walton remembers:
I feel like our success is in part due to starting at the bottom, learni ng the
work of the church not taught in schools .. .. learning to get along with many
different kinds of people . .. . We found it a delightful and interesting challenge .. .. Tears come to my eyes when I think of the personal sacrifices made
by [one] beloved family, showing their love for their church. [They] paid
one-third to a half of the total budget of the church . . . In addition, . . .
Aubrey was privileged to go to their house every morning for all the milk,
cream, butter, eggs, and vegetables that we could use, as well as sometimes a
fryer, a baking hen, or a slab of bacon. Many families gave sacrificially, so it
is no wonder Aubrey and I love these truly great people to this day."

When the Little Rock school integration crisis came, Aubrey Walton
was in the midst of it because of his position. The Rev. Arthur Terry,
who was his district superintendent at the time, gave his estimate to
Walton's actions :
I would say that of all the ministers in Arkansas of all faiths, Bishop Aubrey
G. Walton, then pastor at First Church, in his quiet but firm manner, had more
to do in holding the emotions of the laity in balance, and pulling things together. He . . . took a firm, though not pontifical, stand . Though there was
no doubt about where he stood, he was able to maintain the confidence of both
sides, with few exceptions.""

After election as bishop, Aubrey G. Walton served for twelve years
in Louisiana. When he retired in 1972, he found Little Rock a congenial place in which to retire.
Dana Dawson came from Oklahoma to serve as pastor at First
Church, Fort Smith, in 1927. He spent seven years there, during which
time the membership of the church increased by 500. After leaving
Fort Smith in 1933 he served as pastor of First Church, Shreveport,
Louisiana, for fourteen years. He was elected bishop in 1948, serving
Nebraska and Kansas until he retired in 1960. He made many friends
in Arkansas.
W. McFerrin Stowe lived for ten years m Arkansas in his youth
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while his father (a transfer from Tennessee in 1922) served several appointments in the state. He graduated from Hendrix College in 1932,
and served in pastorates and on the General Board of Education staff
before his longest pastorate, thirteen years at St. Luke's Church, Oklahoma. He was elected bishop in Dallas in 1964, and served the Kansas
Area for eight years; in 1972 he was assigned to the Dallas-Fort Worth
Area.
Bishop J. Waskom Pickett taught Latin and Greek in Vilona, Arkansas, in 1908-09. Most of his career was spent in India as missionary
(1911-36) and as bishop (1936-56). He is considered an authority on
the philosophy of the Christian mission movement. He is now retired.
Philander Smith College and Wesley Church in Little Rock have
been partners for over a century in their ministry. Four men have been
related to the school or to the church, or both, who have been chosen
as bishops--one by the Methodist Episcopal Church, two by the Central
Jurisdiction, and one by the South Central Jurisdiction, United Methodist
Church.
Alexander P. Shaw was a native of Mississippi but served pastorates
in Virginia, California, and Arkansas. He was the editor of the Southwestern Advocate for eight years. His Arkansas pastorate was at Wesley
Church, Little Rock, in 1916-17. He was elected bishop in 1952. He
did considerable writing, including a brochure called What Must the
Negro Do to Be Saved? that caused much comment at the time.
Dr. M. Lafayette Harris trained for educational work, taking a Ph.D.
degree at Ohio State University in 1933. In 1936 he was elected president of Philander Smith College, and he gave twenty-four years to the

Bishop Marquis Lafayette Harris (left) had long tenure (1936-50)
as president of Philander Smith College before he was elected Bishop;
Bishop H. Bascom Watts (center) was a native of Arkansas and
pastor in Little Rock; Bishop Ernest T. Dixon, Jr., also headed
Philander Smith College for a four year term.
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college. He increased support for the school and was once named Man
of the Year in Race Relations in Little Rock. He was elected bishop
in 1960 and served for six years before his death in Atlanta.
Dr. Charles F. Golden taught religion at Philander Smith College
most of the time he was pastor at Wesley Church, 1938-42. He, too,
had several college degrees-from Clark College, Gammon Seminary,
and Boston University. He left Wesley Church to enter the U.S. Army
chaplaincy. After the chaplaincy he joined the staff of the Board of
Missions, being involved chiefly in special work with Negroes. He was
elected bishop in 1960 and served for eight years in the Central Jurisdiction, following which he was transferred to the Western Jurisdiction
where he is still active.
Dr. Ernest T. Dixon, a native of Texas, spent two years at Tuskegee
Institute, two at Gammon Seminary, and thirteen on the staff of the
General Board of Education in Nashville before becoming president of
Philander Smith College in 1965. His genial spirit and wide experience
stood him in good stead at the college and also led to his election as
bishop in 1972 by the South Central Jurisdiction. He was assigned to
the Kansas Area.
All of these persons from Arkansas whom we have described as serving the church and her Lord beyond the state have done so in the spirit
of A. W. Wasson who was asked in 1936 if he would go out to Korea
then, as he had done in 1905. He answered:
Yes ... I would go .... Yet the important thing is not the place. The im·
portant thing is to be loyal to the Master and to His worldwide Kingdom. The
same motive which takes one man to Korea may keep another man in Arkansas
and both may be equally genuine missionaries at heart. The Lord is no respecter
of places."

