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WORKING TOGETHER … WE CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE 
 

 

 

SCHOOL SHOOTING 

 

Nineteen year old Nikolas Cruz has been charged with 17 counts of murder relating to the 

shooting at Marjory Stoneman Douglas School in Parkland, FL.  This is a very fluid story and the 

television commentators are offering all kinds of explanations, theories and analysis.  It is way 

too early to draw any conclusions as to what happened and who knew what when.  I will not 

attempt to analyze this incident which remains void of many facts.  Suffice it to say we grieve for 

the families of those lost and are once again left to question why these incidents occur. 

 

The Anne Arundel County Public Schools Office of School Security and individual schools, 

are engaged in collaborative partnerships with a variety of agencies. These collaborations 

aid in the implementation of prevention and awareness programs and assist students when 

emergency incidents occur. Agencies involved in this collaborative partnership include, 

but are not limited to:  

 

¶ Anne Arundel County and Annapolis City police departments 

¶ Anne Arundel County and Annapolis City fire departments 

¶ Anne Arundel County State's Attorney's Office 

¶ Anne Arundel County Department of Health 

¶ Anne Arundel County Mobile Crisis Response Unit 

 

Parents and community members can also be invaluable partners with the school system 

by maintaining open lines of communication and keeping abreast of the latest trends.   

 

¶ Crisis Warmline - (410) 768-5522 

¶ AACPS Student Safety Hotline ï (877) 676-9854 

 

Please help us by discussing these incidents with your children and closely monitor their social 

media.   
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INTERNATIONAL TERRORISM  

 

Ahmed Khan Rahimi has been sentenced to multiple life sentences for 

planting bombs in New York and New Jersey in 2016. Thirty people were 

injured during his attacks.  His actions were ISIS and al-Qaeda ñinspired, not 

directed.ò  Rahimi remained defiant during his court hearing, claiming he 

was being discriminated against because he was a Muslim. 

 
 

Tnuza Jamal Hassan of St. Paul, MN, has been charged with attempting to 

provide material support to al-Qaeda, making false statements and arson by a 

federal Grand Jury.  Hassan a former student at St. Catherine University, was 

charged with soliciting other students to ñjoin the jihadò and become 

members of al-Qaeda or Al Shabaab.  When interviewed by FBI Agents, 

Hassan denied any knowledge of the solicitations.  She is also charged with 

setting several fires at the university, saying she wanted to burn the school 

down and hurt people. 

 
 

Mohamad Khweis left the United States in 2015 and headed to Syria to join 

ISIS.  He said he was curious about the ISIS lifestyle and their declared 

caliphate.  What he found did not live up to the hype.  Khweis was relegated to 

running errands, grocery shopping, taking out the trash and caring for wounded 

fighters.  Becoming frustrated, Khewis fled to Iraq and was arrested by 

American authorities.   More than 150 Americans have been arrested between 

2011 and 2017 on ISISs related charges, about a third of them sought to or traveled abroad.  As 

many as one third of those who traveled, died in their pursuit.    Of those who traveled, a dozen 

have returned with the intent to carry out an attack, but were arrested on their return.  Most have 

an idealized version of reality, as advertised in slick propaganda being put forth on many social 

media outlets by ISIS.  According to government officials ñThe risk that homegrown extremists 

will commit attacks on U.S. soil outweighs the risk of attacks from returning travelersò.  

 
Using the name Abu Muhammad al-Ameriki, Warren Clark, of Texas 

forwarded a formal resume to ISIS requesting a position teaching students 

of the Islamic State the English language.  Clark moved from Texas to 

Saudi Arabia, where it is thought he successfully joined ISIS.  He is 

believed to be somewhere in Iraq. 

 

 

 
Lucas Kinney, the son of Patrick Kinney, a British born Hollywood 

director, has appeared in an al-Qaeda propaganda video calling for new 

recruits to join Islamic terrorist organization.  Kinney has appeared in 

other propaganda videos under the name Abu Basir a-Britani, where he 

discusses atrocities being carried out by ISIS against al-Qaeda members. 
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Munther Omar Saleh, of Queens, NY, was sentenced to 18 years in 

prison on February 6
th
, after he pled guilty to conspiring to provide 

material support to ISIS.  Saleh had conspired with overseas facilitators 

to conduct a pressure cooker bomb attack in New York City.   

 

 

 
 

Naif Abdulaziz Alfallaj, of Weatherford, OK, came 

to the United States on a non-immigrant Visa from 

Saudi Arabia.  Alfallaj was arrested by FBI Agents 

on February 6
th
 and charged with Visa fraud and 

making false statements regarding his attendance at 

an al-Qaeda training camp in Afghanistan.  Alfallaj 

is alleged to have used a fraudulent Visa to obtain 

private flight lessons in Oklahoma.   

 

 

DOMESTIC TERRORISM  

 

 An Indiana man, Luke Wiersma, has been arrested for sending a series of on-

line death threats to Chicago area abortion clinics.  The FBI has been 

investigating a series of threats since 2015 directed at clinics.  Wiersma, is a 

self-admitted member of the extremist group Army of God.  Wiersmaôs arrest 

followed his taunts to the FBI. ñI ainôt afraid of the feds and will taunt them 

just to prove it.  This ainôt nothing but a thing to me é This is Godôs 

retribution towards you and your kind.ò   After his arrest, Wiersma told 

Agents he never intended to harm anyone. 

 

UNUSUAL INCIDENT  

 

Law enforcement officials in St. Charles, MO, arrested Anthony Tocco for a 

violation of a protective order.  When inventorying Toccoôs vehicle, officers 

discovered four homemade pipe bombs.  Tocco denied knowledge of the 

devices.   

 

Tocco has been charged with possession of an illegal device.   

 

 
Christian Toro, a former high school teacher and his brother, Tylor 

Toro, have been federally charged with stockpiling more than 32 

pounds of explosive ingredients in their Bronx, NY apartment.  

Christian Toro paid high school students $50.00 an hour to break apart 

fireworks to extract the explosive powder.  Investigators also found 

diary writings referencing ñOperation Flashò and the quote ñUnder the 

full moon the small ones will know terror.ò  This is a very fluid 

investigation that was initiated after a 15 year old acquaintance of Christian Toro placed a 

threatening call to the school where he had formally worked.  Instructions for making a bomb 

were also found on Christian Toroôs school laptop when examined by school authorities.  
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RELIGIOUS CRIMES 

 

Pinellas County, FL Sheriffôs Deputies are trying to identify an individual who threw fire bombs 

into the Seminole United Methodist Church and the Universal Harmony Church on consecutive 

nights.  Surveillance video shows what appears to be the same man responsible for both incidents. 

 

WORKPLACE VIOLENCE  

 

Vernell Griffin, is a former employee of BSD Linehaul in Taylor, MI.  In 

November, 2017, Griffin became enraged after demanding more money in 

his paycheck.  He brandished a handgun and threatened three people in 

the office, including employee Keith Kitchen.  Griffin was arrested for the 

incident.  On February 1
st
, Griffin returned and killed Kitchen.  He then 

stole a truck and drove to Aluminum Blanking in Waterford, MI.  There 

he sought out and killed Eriberto Perez.  Griffin had never been an 

employee of Aluminum Blanking and his association with Perez remains 

unknown.  He then left in the stolen truck and was eventually engaged by 

law enforcement and seriously wounded during an exchange of gunfire.  Griffin was armed with 

an AK-47 rifle and had 200 rounds of ammunition with him.  The Sheriff believes Griffin was on 

a dedicated killing spree and there were more intended victims.  Griffin has been charged with 

murder and other related charges. 

 
 

Tommy Love, an employee of Patrick Metals in Mishawaka, IN, has been 

charged with voluntary manslaughter in the stabbing death of fellow 

employee Aaron Woods.  The stabbing resulted after a fight between Love 

and Woods at the workplace.  Video surveillance showed Woods knocking 

food out of Loveôs hand which precipitated the altercation.  Woods was 

stabbed twice by Love with a folding pocket knife. 

 
 

VIOLENT INCIDENTS  

 

During a gathering of parishioners at the home of the Pastor in Corpus 

Christi, TX, Marco Moreno, without explanation, rose and stabbed four 

fellow parishioners.  One parishioner, Frank Costillo, died from his wounds.  

Moreno gave his knife to other parishioners and quietly surrounded to 

arriving law enforcement officers.  He has been an active member of the 

church and Pastor Janson Abraham said he has never seen any conduct that 

would suggest a problem with Moreno.  There is no indication that this was a 

religious based attack. 

 

DRUG AWARENESS 

 

Kratom, is derived from the Kratom plant in Malaysia.  The leaves of the 

Kratom plant are traditionally crushed and made into a tea or chewed.  

Kratom is thought by some to treat pain and possibly reduce withdrawal 

cravings from heroin. In low doses, Kratom acts as a stimulant.  In high 

doses it is a sedative.  Unsuccessful efforts have been made to make 

Kratom a controlled substance by the U.S. Government.  The Food and 
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Drug Administration is cautioning the public stating ñThere is no evidence to indicate that 

Kratom is safe or effective in any medical useò.  Kratom is easily found at head shops, smoke 

shops, vape shops, markets and gas stations.    

 
Purdue Pharma, the producer of OxyContin, 

has announced it will stop marketing opioid 

drugs to doctors.  Purdue Pharma bowed to 

pressure from lawsuits filed by hundreds of 

local and state governments which seek to hold 

it responsible for the drug overdose epidemic.  

Anne Arundel County is one of the lawsuit 

complainants.  County Executive Steve Schuh 

has said that Purdue and other pharmaceutical 

companies had used misleading and deceptive 

marketing practices and unethical prescribing practices which have accelerated epidemic in Anne 

Arundel County. 

 
  

Sergeant Buddy Coking works with 6
th
 grade students at 

Corcoran Middle School as part of the re-invigorated 

DARE Program.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cpl. Sandy Vazquez poses with 

her new DARE vehicle. 
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MALWARE SCAM S 

 

DO NOT CLICK ON ANY LINK  
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NEW IRS SCAM 
 

In a new twist, scammers are stealing taxpayerôs information and filing fraudulent tax returns in 

the victimôs name.  Instead of sending the refund to a fraudulent address or account, the 

scammers are actually having the deposit sent to the taxpayerôs own bank account.  They monitor 

the victimôs bank account until the refund is posted.  The scammers then contact the victim.   

In one version the scammers call and pose as a collection agency working for the IRS. They tell 

the taxpayer about the erroneous refund sent to their account and ask them to forward the 

mistakenly deposited funds to the collection agency. 

Another version of the scam uses automatic or robo calls to send a recorded message. It threatens 

the taxpayer with criminal charges, arrest and ña óblacklistingô of their Social Securityò numbers. 

The recording then provides a phone number for the victim to call to return the erroneous refund. 
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The IRS says they have seen thousands of these cases already.  Individuals who become the 

victim of such a scam should contact the IRS at (800) 829-1040. 

COMMUNITY SERVICE  

 

Following a recent fatal motorcycle accident on Route #3 in Crofton, several businesses stepped 

forward to help officers who were on the scene for several hours.  Unsolicited, the businesses 

generously provided food and drink to the investigating officers.  Their generosity and kindness 

was recognized with a Chiefôs Award.  This is another example of the close relationship between 

our business community and our officers.  A BIG THANK YO U to Krispy Cream, Vocelli Pizza 

and Chick-fil -A. 
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Help is available 24 hours a day at any fire or police station in 

Anne Arundel County  
 

Station #1 

954 Main Street, Galesville 

 

Station #2 

529 Londontown Road, Edgewater 

 

Station #3 

3123 Riva Road, Riva 

 

Station #4 

7860 Telegraph Road, Severn 

 

Station #5 

1300 Waugh Chapel Road, Gambrills 

 

Station #6 

401 Hall Road, Crownsville 

 

Station #7 

2380 Davidsonville Road, Gambrills 

 

Station #8 

991 Bay Ridge Road, Annapolis 

 

Station #9 

5165 Solomon’s Island Road, Lothian 

 

Station #10 

3725 Mountain Road, Pasadena 

 

Station #11 

7549 Solley Road, Glen Burnie 

 

Station #12 

161 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park 

 

Station #13 

8506 Ft. Smallwood Road, Pasadena 

 

Station #17 

1505 Ritchie Highway, Arnold 
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Station 18 

7726 B&A Boulevard, Glen Burnie 

 

Station #19 

1411 Cape St. Claire Road, Annapolis 

 

Station #20 

4498 Mountain Road, Pasadena 

 

Station #21 

1367 Dorsey Road, Hanover 

 

Station #23 

960 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park 

 

Station #26 

7880 S. Crain Highway, Glen Burnie 

 

Station #27 

3498 Ft. Meade Road, Laurel 

 

Station #28 

1425 Annapolis Road, Odenton 

 

Station #29 

7891 Max Blobs Road, Jessup 

 

Station #30 

304 Mountain Road, Pasadena 

 

  

 

Station #31 

5100 Ritchie Highway, Brooklyn 

 

Station #32 

309 S. Camp Meade Road, Linthicum 

 

Station #33 

15 Central Avenue, Glen Burnie 

 

Station #34 

4 Broadview Blvd, Glen Burnie 

 

Station #35 

1790 Forest Drive, Annapolis 

 

Station #36 

914 Bay Ridge Avenue, Annapolis 

 

Station #37 

620 Taylor Avenue, Annapolis 

 

Station #40 

121 Jennifer Road, Annapolis 

 

Station #41 

6270 Shady Side Road, Shady Side 

 

Station #42 

6007 Drum Point Road, Deale 

 

 

Northern Police District 

939 Hammonds Lane, Brooklyn Park 

 

Western Police District 

8273 Telegraph Road, Odenton 

 

Eastern Police District 

204 Pasadena Road, Pasadena 

 

Southern Police District 

35 Stepneys Lane, Edgewater 

 

Annapolis Police Headquarters 

199 Taylor Avenue, Annapolis 
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