Calendar At A Glance
Sundays, April 3, 10, 17, 24
Worship Services
8:30 & 11:00 am
Sunday School for All Ages
9:45 am
Communion & Anointing - April 3
Youth Group
12:00 pm
Boy Scouts
4 & 6 pm
Bell & Chancel Choirs
Thursday, April 7, 14, 21, 28
7:00 & 8:00 pm
Praise Choir
Thursday, April 7, 14
7:00 pm
Prayer Group
Wednesday April 6, 13, 20, 27
6:15 pm
Pastor’s bible Study
Monday, April 4,11,18, 25
7:00 pm
Faith Builders Class
Tuesday, April 5,12, 19,26,
7:00 pm
Women’s Bible Study
Wednesday, April 6,13, 20,27
9:30 am
Men’s Open Bible Study
Wednesday, April 6,13, 20,27
6:00 am
Meetings
Evangelism - Tuesday April 19,
7:00 pm
SPRC - Tuesday, April 5,
6:30 pm
Trustees - Thursday, April 14
6:30 pm
Church Council - Wednesday,
April 20, 7 :00 pm
Clergy Support Group - Thursday,
April 14, 9:00 am
VBS - Wednesday, April 27
7:00 pm
Missions - Tuesday, April 5,
6:30 pm
Health Ministry - Wednesday, April 6
7:00 pm
Preschool Board Meeting -Tuesday, April 12
6:30 pm
WPA Ministerial Chorus - Thursday, April 21
7:00 pm
Election Day and Bake Sale - Tuesday
April 26
Preschool “No School Days” - April 29
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Welcome Spring
Finally, SPRING is here. I love spring. I feel a sense of accomplishment that I’ve made it through another Erie winter.
When the crocuses first appear in my yard, I get excited. I love
watching the colors appear as flowers and trees start to bloom.
I know I have 6-7 months of yard work ahead, but there’s no
snow. Hopefully, I am not jinxing us to that surprise late snowfall we’ve been known to have.
Like many others in Erie, I enjoy spring for its longer days,
warmer temperatures and more opportunities to be outside.
My neighborhood seems to come alive each spring. The only
time I see my neighbors during the winter is when they are taking the garbage to the curb or the cans back into the garage.
But, when spring comes, it changes. People seem friendlier in
warmer weather. They’ll stop what they are doing to talk and
catch up. Maybe because we aren’t rushing to get back inside
to warmth.
I find it difficult to plan for the rest of the year during the winter.
The snow and cold seem to paralyze my mind about what is
ahead. But now, I can start planning for the next few months.
Will I make it to Presque Isle more often this year? How many
of the little projects around my home and yard will I accomplish?
Which ones are the most important? How much time can I
spend at Chautauqua Institution to rest, learn, enjoy the sights
and sounds and friendships I have developed there? Where
else can I go, both in the area and farther away? I have a few
ideas, but will have to see how it all plays out.
Here at Lakewood UMC, there are plans being made for several
events/activities during the warmer months. Red Bird Mission
trip, Vacation Bible School, and Rock the Park are just some of
the things being planned. This month, Pastor Bob Lewis is
starting a new sermon series and study group sessions on the
book “Contagious Christians.” The study sessions are Monday
evenings, which are much easier for me to attend when the
days are longer and warmer. Will you take part in any or all of
these activities?
So enjoy your spring- the beauty, the warmth and even the rain.
Suzi Rosendahl
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PASTOR’S MESSAGE
“Becoming a Contagious Christian”
On March 27th we celebrated Easter, the greatest event in
world history, when Jesus conquered the grave. When the risen
Christ spoke to Mary, that first Easter morning, He told her to go and
tell the others. (John 20:17) The expectation is the same for all disciples of Jesus – to share our faith with others. But how?
Beginning April 3rd I am beginning a new sermon series based on the
book Becoming a Contagious Christian: Communicating Your Faith in
a Style That Fits You (Authors – Mark Mittelberg, Lee Strobel and Bill
Hybels). On Monday nights, beginning April 4th I am beginning a new
study group to discuss and go deeper in our understanding. I invite
you to attend our Sunday morning worship services and to attend our Monday evening study. You
will be blessed.
Most United Methodists do not feel comfortable witnessing, or doing evangelism. We’ve seen
or heard others do it badly and we don’t want any part of “that.” But it is an essential component of
being a faithful Christian. It is now one of the five things we promise when we join a United Methodist Church, to support it with our prayers, presence, gifts, service and witness. But no one taught
us how.
Let’s learn together. Let’s practice together. Let’s help each other. Let’s learn to do this in a
safe place, where no one will judge us. I strongly encourage all United Methodists at Lakewood to
give some serious consideration to taking this class. Why should you take the class if you’re going
to hear the same material in the Sunday morning sermons? - because learning is more than hearing. We learn when we become involved, when we interact with the content we’ve heard.
The six sessions of this study are:
1. The benefits of becoming a Contagious Christian.
2. Being yourself – and impacting others.
3. Deepening your relationships and your conversations.
4. Telling your story.
5. Communicating God’s message.
6. Helping friends cross the line of faith.
From the book cover of the participant guide: “Over one million people have experienced the
groundbreaking evangelism training course Becoming a Contagious Christian – a proven resource
designed to equip believers for relational evangelism. It avoids stereotyped approaches that feel intimidating to many Christians – and to their friends! Instead, it shows ordinary believers how to
share the gospel in natural and effective ways while being the person God made them to be.
May the joy of Easter be yours, and may you find your voice in Christ to share the good news.
Christ is risen! Alleluia! He is risen indeed!

~ Love in Christ, Pastor Bob
Holy Communion: Holy Communion will be celebrated on April 3rd. We will receive the sacrament up
front where the communion servers will hand us the bread and the cup. Ushers will bring it to those who
aren’t able to walk to the front.
Prayer and Anointing: Prayer and Anointing: will be offered on April 3rd. After both services, we will
have a brief prayer and healing service for anyone desiring prayers and anointing for themselves or for
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Please welcome to Lakewood's family
On Easter Sunday, these persons placed their professing membership with Lakewood UMC.
Helen Camp, transferring from Simpson-Cascade UMC
Joanie Counts, by profession of faith;
Lew and Agnes McBeth, transferring from Elmwood Presbyteran
Vic and Judy Mallory, also transferring from Elmwood Presbyterian
Tim and Donna Smith, transferring from Asbury UMC.

Welcome one and all!
DO YOU ENJOY BABIES AND TODDLERS?
We need a short list of people willing to fill in on the rare occasion that Jenn Thomas is not
available. The church will help you get and pay for the clearances necessary. Speak to Jackie Garnon or Pastor Bob if you are willing to be a part of this important ministry.

Attention High School Seniors: Moral Leadership Awards.
Inter-Church Ministries' Moral Leadership Awards are to provide educational scholarships to graduating high school seniors who have demonstrated leadership qualities, including: integrity, responsibility, dependability, character, positive attitude, moral leadership and service with a heart. Applicants will demonstrate leadership involving service to others in their schools, neighborhoods or community. Two $500 scholarships will be awarded.
Deadline to Submit Application: April 15, 2016. For complete details about the application process,
please contact the ICM office at (814) 454-2411.

Christian sports international

Attendance:

Men's opportunity is coming April 9, 2016, at the Harborcreek
All In Men's Conference 8:00am-11:00am
.
All men are welcome and the event is open to all denominations.
Come and take part in this exciting event with other men.

The average worship
attendance during the
month of March was
193.5
Year-to-date stands at
168.

Community Prayer Breakfast Hosted by Erie County Executive Kathy Dahlkemper
Special Guest speaker Sister Joanne Chittester O.S.B.
Saturday April 30th 9:30 am Bayfront Convention Center
Prayer Chain:
If you wish to have the prayer chain pray
for someone, contact is Patty Lasher at
833-0946 or
sproutness@yahoo.com.

2016 Church Directory: In April we will be publishing a
new 2016 Church Directory. If you have changed telephone numbers, email address or home address,
please let us know ASAP so that we can publish your
correct contact information. Thank you.
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Christian Love and Sympathy are extended to the following families:
Norma Buerk on the passing of her mother June Ruth (McManus) Yeckley.
A service of resurrection and remembrance was held for June Ruth (McManus)
Yeckley, who died March 4, 2016. The funeral service was held March 12, 2016, at Holiday
Park United Methodist Church, Pittsburgh PA 15239, with the Rev. Tony Falliusi officiating.
Marjorie Hetrick and family on the passing of their husband and father Robert A. Hetrick
The service for Robert A. Hetrick who died March 17, 2016, was held at the Brugger
Funeral Home on March 20, 2016, with Rev. Lewis officiating, followed by interment in Laurel
Hills Cemetery.

Thank you: To our Lakewood UM Church family – Thank you for the support, sympathies and
fellowship during this most difficult time. Madison and I deeply appreciate every effort made to
help us.
Charles and Madison Kettering.
Addresses needed for the following people: Katrina Biggie; Kristy Crist; Jeremy
Gontz; Josie Gontz; Brittany Hills; Sydnie Moore; Brian Patterson. If you could email
or call the church office with an address for any of these people it would be appreciat-

There’s Music in the Air
Praise Choir will be rehearsing
Thursdays, April 7th and 14th, and
then leading worship on April 17th. If
you value this style of music, we
need your presence to support this
choir. Hope to see you at practice!

EMTA Concert: Erie Music Teachers’ Association recital, April 24th, at Lakewood
UMC at 3pm. It is a 45 minute concert of
student’s music. All are welcome.

Western Pennsylvania Minister’s
Chorus Concert
Thursday, April 21st at 7:00pm in
the Lakewood UMC sanctuary. All
are invited. Clergy from all parts of
Western Pennsylvania participate
in this lively, inspiring and entertaining evening of music. Come
and be sure to bring a friend.

Presque Isle Choral Spring Concert:
May 8th at 7 pm on Mothers’ Day at
Lakewood UMC; in the sanctuary. All
are welcome.
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LIBERTY HOUSE NEEDS - EUMA’s Liberty House is full. Ending Veteran homelessness
is our goal and we need your help as we work with them to move to permanent housing. Gift cards and/or food including pasta, meat, chicken, frozen vegetables, milk and other staples are needed. Please drop off items directly to EUMA’s Liberty House at 550 W.
7th St., Erie, PA 16502.
REGISTRATION NOW OPEN – Online registration is now open for the Highmark Walk for
a Healthy Community. Sign up today to join EUMA at this 5K Walk on Saturday, June
4th at Presque Isle State Park. You can help us end homelessness through this event
by raising donations for your walk commitment – 100% of your donations for EUMA
will support our mission. To register, visit http://hcf.convio.net/euma or EUMA’s website
at www.euma-erie.org for more information.
EUMA and All God's Children Ministries/Ramps of Hope
are holding our Fourth Annual Shoe Drive to raise funds for our missions. The Shoe Drive
will run through June 26th. Through this shoe drive, we raise much needed funds for outreach ministries - shoes are kept out of landfills, and micro-enterprise ventures are supported in developing countries. Last year, our supporters helped to raise $19,696.80 for our two
missions!
How it works:
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Gather old, unwanted pairs of shoes (condition: gently-used)
Rubber band pairs together (Rubber bands will be available at the church if you
don’t have any)
Place in box in the Narthex.
Native American Ministries Sunday (Special Offering) Your generous gift when we receive this offering (April 10th) empowers local spiritual development and educates Native
American seminarians to serve God faithfully. It also helps to preserve a rich cultural heritage. Thank you for your generous gift. (Envelopes provided that day)
Opportunities to serve: There are many different ways to share our gifts and talents. Here is a
partial list of opportunities for people with a heart to serve:

a. Study demographics of our community to learn more about our community and ways we might
serve our community better – speak to the pastor

a. Help plan a summer picnic – call Doris Allen, picnic chairperson
b. Help plan another Rock-the-Park-like event (late August) – call Tony Roussos or Marty Reddinger, as the Evangelism Committee will be leading this event.
d. Learn more about or assist with Health Ministries - call Maria Spicher
e. Interested in hosting a Bible study in your home – call the pastor for assistance
f.

Interested in hosting a prayer group at church or at home – speak to the pastor

g. Help to start a coffee house with Christian bands as entertainment – speak to Marty Reddinger
h. Lay readers during worship – call Kathy Fisher
i.

Ushers – to receive the offering, count attendance, pass out bulletins and assist the pastor in
worship as needed – call Jim Karle
J. Mission and Service Projects – call Chris Paul, Missions chairperson
5

April Birthdays
Megan Freed
Miranda Pace
Alice Vollentine
Dallas Baker
Sarah Heilmann
Christy Smith
Debra Wolfe
Mark Scott
Jacqueline Garnon
Anders Logan
Benjamin Nalepa
Ryan Thoma
Rachel Thoma
Julie Goodman
Cheryl Darnell
John Ericson
Kathryn Gilchrist
Erin Estes
Jacquelyn Bull
Rebecca Currier
Karen Gierach
Gregg Lee
Shannon Gilchrist
Marjorie Graham
Anita Muenz
Shirley Zack
Lori Baker
Pat Jones
Miles Kovski
Elaura Patton
Marietta Kuehn
Linda Lasher
Dorothea Buseck
Kyle Buseck
Judith Randolph
Bradley Wilson
Bonnie (Hampy) Truchanowicz
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long life I will
satisfy him and show
him my salvation.”
Psalms 91:16

NIV

2-Apr
2-Apr
2-Apr
3-Apr
5-Apr
5-Apr
5-Apr
6-Apr
9-Apr
9-Apr
10-Apr
11-Apr
11-Apr
13-Apr
14-Apr
15-Apr
15-Apr
16-Apr
17-Apr
18-Apr
18-Apr
19-Apr
21-Apr
22-Apr
22-Apr
22-Apr
24-Apr
24-Apr
24-Apr
25-Apr
27-Apr
27-Apr
28-Apr
28-Apr
28-Apr
28-Apr
29-Apr

Motown Our Way
M.I.H.S. Little Theater
April 28, 2016 7:30 pm
Presented by INSPIRE
Incredible People Inspiring Others
EPILOGUE LUNCHEONS

No Luncheon this month. An announcement will be made
when the May date is selected.
Special thanks to our music department for an outstanding
season of special music. Your music enhanced the Easter
Worship celebration.
Pastor’s Thank You: Thank you to all of the volunteers who
helped to prepare and serve and clean-up at our recent Lenten Luncheon at Westminster Presbyterian Church. The food
was delicious; the service was gracious and you made the
pastor proud. Thank you for your service and your time.
Thank you to all of the volunteers who work at the funeral
dinners. Everyone who helps is involved in a special ministry
that is very much appreciated by the families we serve. God
bless you all.
Bonnie Heiges

7 STEPS TO CHANGE YOUR ATTITUDE
1. Stand up
2. Stretch
3. Take a walk
4. Keep walking
5. Board a plane
6. Fly to Key West
7. Never Return

Bishop Tom Bickerson
To Retire
One of Bishop Tom’s passions
has been the fight to end
deaths from malaria in Africa.
This effort ends in 2016, and
in honor of Bishop Tom’s retirement, the conference is
asking congregations to help
say thank you to him for his
efforts in fighting this disease.
If you desire to make a gift to
this ministry in his honor,
please mark it for No More
Malaria. Do not send it in honor of Bishop Bickerton. This is
a good way to thank him for
his efforts saving the lives of
people in Africa.
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Packing Schedule for April 2016
4/6:

Youth Team

4/13:

Sharon’s Team 1:30 pm

4/20:

Joyce’s Team

6:30pm

4/27:

Sandi’s Team

12:30pm

Tracy Backpack Driver Schedule for March
FOOD PICKUP

6:30pm

April

4/6: Rich Estes

FOOD DELIVERY

4/7: John Kot

4/13: Roger Pike

4/14: Maria Spicher

4/20: John Kot

4/21: Dan Brown

4/27: Fred Garnon 4/28: Sandi Hess

HOW CAN I SUPPORT THE SUNSET AUXILIARY SUPPORT
WESBURY RETIREMENT COMMUNITY RESIDENTS?
Founded in 1954, the Sunset Auxiliary is a network of individuals and groups within the Western
Pennsylvania Conference of the United Methodist Church, who make friends and raise funds for the
residents of Wesbury. They always welcome those who are interested in volunteering their time, or
would like to be a representative, known as a “Key Person”, in their Church. (Jean Shirley is our
“Key Person”.) You can always help by contributing in one of their “little yellow envelopes” during
their membership drive once a year or anytime during the year as we have the envelopes in the lobby for your use. These monies are used to purchase hair care and gift shop gift certificates for resident birthdays, as well as support the Wesbury Benevolent Care Fund. (This fund supports those
have outlived their financial resources so that they may remain at Wesbury.)
From the Finance Committee
Thanks to your generous giving, Lakewood is trending about $4,000 above the expected run rate to
cover planned expenses for 2016! As well, your giving has extended $235 to One Great Hour of
Sharing and an additional $1664 camp scholarships. Many have benefited from your giving. Your
giving allows Lakewood to extend it's reach beyond the brick walls of the church.
As you've heard, Lakewood is in the process of buying and installing a new sound system to enhance your worship service. The church Trustees have generously offered to make the initial purchase. The approximate cost of the sound system is $14,000. So that the Trustees' fund is not depleted, Church Council agreed to reimburse 50% of this expense. Please keep this in mind when
you make your Sunday offering.
Thank you for being a generous church!
Tom Bandy Event:
The Erie-Meadville district is sponsoring an opportunity to be in conversation with the Rev. Dr.
Thomas Bandy, an internationally recognized consultant, speaker and leadership coach for Christian organizations and faith-based non-profits.
Monday, May 2nd, 8:30am - 12:30pm
Wesley UMC, 3308 South Street, Wesleyville (Erie) PA 16510.
Learn how to read our community for faithful mission, based on demographic studies generated through the MissionInsite website: Research the demographic trends and lifestyle diversity of
our community; Learn to be more empathic to people under-represented in our church; Compare
our membership to our mission field; Adapt ministries to be really relevant to the people within our
reach; Anticipate the stress of change.
If interested, speak to Pastor Bob.
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SERMONS ON LINE
If you missed a Sunday Worship Service, Pastor
Bob’s sermons are posted on our web site
(www.lakewooderie.org). Go to the home page
and click on the “About” button and a menu will
drop down. Locate the link “Sermons” and click
on it and a list of sermons will show up. Find the
Sunday date or the sermon title you are interested in, click on it and the sermon will appear.
You can read it on line or print it out if you still
enjoy holding paper in your hand when you read,
or if you’d like to share it with someone else.
God bless!
Mar 6 -

“Deadly Sin: Greed”

Mar 13 - “Deadly Sin: Lust”
Mar 17 - “Did Mary Go Overboard?”
(Lenten Luncheon)

Mar 20 - “Deadly Sin: Gluttony
Mar 24 - “The Passover and Holy Communion”
Mar 27 - “A Bad Day for Grave Robbers ”

Evangelism News

Evangelism will be sponsoring the next
MOVIE NIGHT on Saturday April 9th. We
will be watching “Fireproof” which is a Christian drama starring Kirk Cameron, a movie
for adults about marriage and relationships.
Popcorn & pop will be provided. Bring some
friends & maybe a snack to share. We are
also looking for suggestions for future movies. Contact Marty Reddinger at 838-4230
or marty.reddinger40@gmail.com,
or Tony Roussos at 397-2457 or
tonyroussos61@gmail.com

If you missed out on our BOWLING
outing, you are in luck! We are planning
another bowling opportunity in June!

The Person in the Pew
This person is a long-term Lakewood
member (~40 years!). She starts her
day by “sitting on a ball” at her 6 am exercise class. One of her hobbies is photography and she has 102 albums of pictures and more photos not yet organized. She performed for fun with the
Farmer’s Daughters in Canada and won
a 1st Place International Award. In one
day, she welcomed the US Brig Niagara
home in the morning and later welcomed
her first granddaughter into the world.
She has traveled to Alaska, Hawaii, Paris, Normandy and has traveled to Florida
35 times. She once spent Mother’s Day
in England and attended the same
church where Princess Diana was married. She still has time to cut grass, another chore she enjoys doing. Her children and grandchildren are the light of
her life.

The Evangelism committee will also be helping
to organize & coordinate the
Lakewood Block Party
(previously known as Rock The Park), tentatively
scheduled for Aug. 24th. We have a very unique
idea for a theme and are looking for many volunteers to make this a fun evening for our church
family and our neighbors! Watch your bulletins
for the next planning meeting.

Prayer Group

Please Sign the Pew Pads.

Lisa Medina is offering leadership for a group of
people dedicated to prayer. They meet on
Wednesday evenings at 6:15 in the Prayer
Chapel, accessed from the front of the Sanctuary through the double doors on the right. All
are welcome, even if you haven’t been there
before.

It Helps the Pastor in His Ministry

Think Spring!
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Sunday School

Corner

“Look What’s Hap’N Now”!
SUNDAY SCHOOL BEGINS 9:45AM- COME, FEEL THE EXCITEMENT!
Spring into action and feel the excitement of Sunday School! Classes are from
Pre School through Adult. YOU are encouraged and invited to join us at
9:45AM. "Come, let us worship and bow down, let us kneel before the
LORD, our Maker. Psalm 95 :6

Catch the Wave of Vacation Bible School, and be a Team Leader or
helper! The preparation begins next month, so hop on our surf board as we
take action for VBS 2016, July 17th through July 21st from 6:00pm to
8:30pm. Contact Pam Anthony for more info: pkayanthony@yahoo.com or
call 814-450-4819.

Preschool News

Lakewood Preschool
Open
House: Sunday, April 3rd, 2:00 to 4:00pm. Come and learn about our program. All teachers have a
four-year degree. Gym, cooking and music classes each day. New families to the preschool can enter to win free registration for next year. Questions? Call Chanda at 814-833-5787.
United Methodist Women
A Community of Women Whose Purpose is to Know God
The last Lenten Service on March 17th was conducted by Pastor Bob and followed with lunch provided by Lakewood UMW, and was attended by over 60 people. Special thanks to the UMM for
helping brown the hamburger to make Jack Shirley's Chili, and for the muscle in transporting the
roasters!
All Lakewood women are invited to attend our next meeting on Saturday, April 9th at 9:30 AM in
the Library
The U.M.W. Election Day Bake Sale is Tuesday April 26th. We need lots of yummy baked goods to
sell to our voters. As usual, there will be some containers for your use in the kitchen a week or so
before election day! I will have a sign up sheet in the narthex soon for folks to sign up for 2 hr.
shifts the day of the sale. Any questions, call Sharon Swanson at 8330980 or
email swansha@roadrunner.com.
Remember: Bake! Bake! Bake! Try to think positively! Election Day. Controversy = high voter
turnout. High voter turnout = need for lots of baked goods!
It’s just about time for Spring Cleaning, and many folks use this as an opportunity to downsize their
belongings! Please remember the RUMMAGE SALE when you are deciding what you no longer
want or need. If you do not have a place to store your donations, please call or email Sharon
Swanson at 833-0980 or swansha@roadrunner.com and we will try to make arrangements to store
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BUS TRIP TO “SAMSON” August 13-14, 2016

Lakewood United Methodist Church is sponsoring a bus trip to the Sight and Sound Theater in Lancaster,
Pennsylvania for an evening performance of “Samson” on Saturday August 13, 2016.
Itinerary
August 13
Leave Erie 7:00am by motor coach
Travel to Lancaster and check-in to Hershey Farm Inn 1:30pm
Grand Smorgasbord dinner at Hershey Farm Restaurant 4:30pm (gratuity included)
Samson show at Sight and Sound Theater 6:30pm
August 14:
Breakfast Smorgasbord at Hershey Farm Restaurant 8:00am (gratuity not included)
Depart for Erie 9:15am
Total cost: $335 per person
Includes: motor coach fare, 1 night hotel room (based on double occupancy), dinner and breakfast at Hershey Farm Restaurant, ticket to Samson, luggage handling and housekeeping gratuity.
Deadline for registration and payment is JUNE 1. We need paid registration of 45 people by this date or
the trip will be cancelled.
Invite your family and friends to enjoy this amazing Biblical experience!
Let’s fill the bus!
For more information, contact Curt or Maria Spicher at 833-8237.

The Person in the Pew (Last Week’s Answer)
This person is a great traveler and has traveled extensively, as far north as Alaska, south to Paraguay, East
to Belgium and Africa and west to California and Seattle. Much of the travels are to visit his grandchildren.
His hobbies are backpacking and camping. He is active in Kairos Prison Ministry and often can be found doing odd jobs around the church. He is leaving soon to go to Georgia to cheer for his grandchildren at their
sports activities. (Ans: Fred Garnon)
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April is Autism Awareness Month
Facts About Autism Spectrum Disorder
Autism spectrum disorder (ASD) is a developmental disability that can cause significant social, communication and behavioral challenges. People with ASD may communicate, interact, behave, and learn in ways that are different from most other
people and can range from gifted to severely challenged. Some people with ASD
need a lot of help in their daily lives; others need less. Signs of ASD begin during early childhood and typically last throughout a person’s life.
ASD occurs in all racial, ethnic, and socioeconomic groups, but is almost five times more common among
boys than among girls. CDC estimates that about 1 in 68 children has been identified with ASD.

Signs and Symptoms
Children or adults with ASD might:
avoid eye contact and want to be alone
have trouble understanding other people’s feelings or talking about their own feelings
prefer not to be held or cuddled, or might cuddle only when they want to
appear to be unaware when people talk to them, but respond to other sounds
be very interested in people, but not know how to talk, play, or relate to them
repeat or echo words or phrases said to them
not play “pretend” games (for example, not pretend to “feed” a doll)
repeat actions over and over again
have trouble adapting when a routine changes

Diagnosis
Since there is no medical test to diagnose ASD, doctors look at the child’s behavior and development to
make a diagnosis. ASD is often detected between 18 months to 2 years of age. However, many children do
not receive a final diagnosis until much older and thus, might not get the early help they need.

Treatment
There is currently no cure for ASD. However, research shows that early intervention treatment services can
improve a child’s development and help children learn important skills. Services can include therapy to help
the child talk, walk, and interact with others. Therefore, it is important to talk to your child’s doctor as soon
as possible if you think your child has ASD or other developmental problems. Local resources for treatment
and support include: National Barber Institute, Achievement Center and Autism Society-Northwestern
Pennsylvania.
For more information: www.nimh.nih.gov or www.cdc.gov
The Health Ministry Team is developing a transportation service team, and
we have about a dozen drivers interested. The next step is to determine
who may need rides to church functions. If you are interested in getting a
ride to church, please call Suzie Rosendahl at 838-3234 and leave a message. This service will not start until May
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