Meet Our Educators
Sandy Sonko began Seattle’s Littlest Performers in 2010, and there has been no turning back! As a young performer

Founder~Program/
Business Director

Sandy performed in various productions, and showcases all over the globe. She is university trained, and holds both an
A.S, and B.S degree in early childhood education/music. When Sandy was 14 years old she started Leap of Faith
Theatreworks in North Idaho to create opportunities for young students in the performing arts. Sandy has participated
in numerous vocal competitions in the areas of Opera to Musical Theatre, winning one competition with an unheard of
perfect score. Switching up her vocal techniques she auditioned for American Idol, and was selected as a finalist in 2002,
after winning a regional competition in Spokane. Favorite appearances include Shakespeare’s Troilus an Cressida
(Cressida), The Secret Garden (Martha), Beauty and the Beast (Belle), The Wizard of Oz (Scarecrow) and Babes in Arms
(Terry Thompson), where she also served as the dance captain.

Marr Sonko was born, and raised in Gambia, West Africa. He immigrated to England in 2000, where he met

Transportation
Director

Sandy…..three children later and the rest is history! Over the past 6 years, Marr has taught Parents’ Night Out classes,
and camps with Seattle’s Performers. In 2014 he obtained his CDL Class A endorsement, as a licensed driver, and will
take on a new role for Seattle’s Performers as transportation director. Seattle’s Performers now provides transportation
from several Seattle area schools to our studio! Marr is definitely a kid favorite, and they enjoy his silly games, and accent!
Sandy and Marr have three children Bailey (13), Sierra (11) and Marr Sean (3).

Jessa Young has been working for Seattle’s Performers since 2011. She has composed music for Seattle’s Performers

original productions of Frosty the Snowman, Knights, Dragons and Princesses and Mythical Creatures. Jessa has also been
teaching piano, voice, songwriting, music theory, aesthetic education & musical theatre for over 15 years to countless kids
in the Roaring Fork Valley (near Aspen, CO) & in the greater Seattle area. She's an accomplished Singer/Songwriter,
Composer & Pianist and has a global following with her electro- acoustic music project: Jessa Young & The Morphic
Dream Orchestra.
website: www.morphicdream.com EPK: https://soundcloud.com/morphic-dream/sets/earthquakes-and-butterflies-cd
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Ali Vice-spent most of her life in Murfreesboro, Tennessee. Dancing since she was three, she has trained in ballet,
tap, jazz, modern, hip hop, Irish-step, and contemporary. Additionally, she has sung in choir since elementary school and
appeared in musicals since sixth grade. In 2011, she received her BA in Theatre/Dance from Principia College in Elsah,
IL. Ali moved to Seattle 3 1/2 years ago and has been dancing with Splinter Dance Company, Culture Shakti, and Lucia
Neare's Theatrical Wonders. She has been working for Seattle's Performers for 3 1/2 years and her favorite part is
seeing them having fun and being proud of the work that they have done. She recently has started her own make-up
company and is thrilled to be able to teach students about stage make-up and work as a make-up specialist.
Bailey Wilkerson-Cooper is entering her 3rd year with Seattle’s Performers, Currently a college student Bailey is
working on a short state teaching certificate with hopes of graduating with a BFA in theatre as well. As You Like it
(Jacques), Beauty and the Beast (Babette), Fiddler on the Roof (Yente), and RENT (ensemble). Also as a member of
Village Theatre’s Originals team she recently wrote a one act musical called Playing Fair with act two coming this Spring
in a developmental production! As an educator she values creating a safe and adventurous environment for young
artists. She sees how teachers can make an impact in a child’s development and appreciates every smile she can inspire
with Seattle’s Performers!

After-School Director
Preschool Lead

Michael McClain is a Seattle based Performer, Director, Choreographer, and Teaching Artist. Michael received a
Bachelor in Fine Arts from Oklahoma City University as well as a double minor in Directing and Theatre Design and
Production. Before moving to Seattle, Michael was teaching at Oklahoma Children’s Theatre as one of their main
Teachers and Directors. He loves working within a vibrant arts education community such as, Seattle Children’s
Theatre, Youth Theatre Northwest,Village KIDSTAGE, and Studio East. Recently, Michael joined on as a teacher with the
company Foundry10 and helped create a program that focused on the importance of Theatre and how it can help kids
learn to read. Lastly, he is excited to be apart of Seattle Theatre Group’s National Disney Musicals in Schools Program,
where he will be helping create theatre in a Title 1 school. Thanks!

Preschool/After-School
West Woodlands TC

Christine Oshiki Christine Oshiki is originally from Olympia, Washington, where she developed and explored her
craft through her local community theater, Capital Playhouse. Several of her musical theater credits were obtained here,
such as Ruth in The Pirates of Penzance, Chiffon in Little Shop of Horrors, and Katisha in The Mikado. After participating
as a student and eventually an employee for a total of four years, Christine moved to Seattle to attend the University of
Washington. She is currently working towards her Bachelor of Music degree with an emphasis in vocal performance
under the direction of Thomas Harper. Recent opera roles include Papagena in Die Zauberflöte and Giove in Diana in La
Calisto, both under the musical direction of Grammy Award-Winning Stephen Stubbs. Studies.
After School Art/Set
Design and Adams

After School- West
Woodland-Director

Carly Hebert was born and raised in Spokane, Washington. She performed in her first professional theater production at
the age of 8 and hasn't quit her pursuit in the performing arts since! Carly moved to Seattle to study vocal performance and
music theory at Cornish College of the Arts. She is classically trained in ballet and studied Meisner acting technique at the
Gilmore Acting Studio is Seattle. She has since performed with the the top theaters in the region, including the 5th Avenue
and The Village Theatre. Carly is passionate about the performing arts- learning through the art of story telling is powerful.
As an educator she hopes to inspire confidence, creativity and use of imagination all the while having FUN! Favorite credits:
Legally Blonde (EllePage
Woods),
Beauty and the Beast (Belle), Peter Pan (Peter), My Fair Lady, (Eliza U/S, Ensemble), Mary
1
Poppins (Ensemble), Hairspray (Amber), A Chorus Line (swing, Maggie/Val cover).

After-School Queen
Anne and Ridgecrest

Deonn Ritchie Hunt is an actress, teacher, director, playwright and wedding officiant. She was been working in
educational theatre in the Puget Sound area for the past 25 years. Deonn has taught a variety of classes for all ages from
preschool-adult. She has taught at a number of theatres including Village Theatre, Studio East,Youth Theatre Northwest,
West Seattle Theatre Arts, Bainbridge Performing Arts and in many local public and private schools. Also a playwright, her
children's musicals have been produced and performed by dozens of schools, theatres, drama training programs and even
a senior center. She is a longstanding company member of Storybook Theater, where she was last seen as the Fairy
Godmother in Sleeping Beauty. This season, you can catch her in Boy Who Cried Wolf and The Little Mermaid. Deonn is
thrilled to be back with Seattle's Littlest Performers, sharing her passion with young artists!

Annie Morro is a graduate of the University of Washington with a degree in Musical Theatre and a minor in Dance.

Her performance credits include Village Theatre’s My Fair Lady, Charity in UW Musical Theatre’s Sweet Charity, and
countless appearances with the UW Dance Program. She has taught and performed with the Young Americans
International Music Outreach Tours, as well as instructed local students in musical theatre and various styles of dance. We
all can’t wait to see Annie make her 5th Ave debut in Man of La Mancha this fall. Annie is very excited to create and
explore the world of musical theatre with the students at Seattle’s Performers!
Elf ProductionChoreography/Camps

Elf Director/Music
Director, Voice Teacher

Danny Kam holds a B.A. in Theatre Arts from Western Washington University with dual concentrations in Acting and
Directing. Since graduating, he has become an active member of the Seattle theatre community as a singer/actor, director
and teaching artist. As a performer, Danny has worked with The 5th Avenue Theatre,Village Theatre, ACT, ArtsWest,
Contemporary Classics, Seattle Musical Theatre and Mount Baker Theatre, among others. As a teacher, he frequently
works with Village Theatre KIDSTAGE and is an avid vocal coach at Kaleidoscope School of Music. He was also recently
the recipient of The 5th Avenue Award for Outstanding Direction of a Musical. Danny is very excited to join the team at
Seattle's Performers and is looking forward to a wonderful year!

Sadie Quinsaat is originally from Houston, Texas and is currently a student at the University of Washington studying

as a Music Education major with an emphasis in Voice. Over the years Sadie has had experience and training in classical
voice, received training in ballet, jazz, and hip-hop, and has performance credits including Mrs. Meers in Thoroughly Modern
Millie and Grace Farrell in Annie. Sadie is excited to teach and encourage kids to embrace music and performance as
positive forms of expression.
After-School Willy
Wonka Music Director

After-School Program
Assistant Teacher

After-School Program
Assistant Teacher

Alice Carli was born in Milan, Italy and has been living the in U.S. for twelve years. She is currently a senior studying

Public Health at the University of Washington. After graduation she's hoping to attend the UW Law School and pursue a
career in public policy.When she's not in school, Alice loves to sing classical music, read, and play tennis. She also loves to
travel and hopes to visit as many countries as possible throughout her lifetime.Alice has been working with kids of all
ages since she started babysitting in early high school, and has volunteered as a tutor and mentor for students in her
neighborhood. She's thrilled to be part of the SP staff and is looking forward to a great school year!
Kate Mahoney~Starting from an early age, theater has been a long time passion for Kate--especially musical theater.
She was raised in a home where watching classics like “The Sound of Music” & “The Wizard of Oz” were an annual
occurrence, and singing pieces from musicals around the campfire was the norm. While in grade school, she enjoyed taking
part in traveling choral groups starting at age 8, and performed for many years with the Bellevue Youth Theater. She has
professionally worked with children of all ages for 20 years.Kate is an avid reader, dance enthusiast, & certified health geek!
She can often be found where the organic foods are. ;) When she’s not teaching, she’s usually perfecting her latest
delectable concoction, be it savory or sweet, working with her nutrition clients, or exploring the natural beauty of the area.

Nic Varela~ Nic Varela is a senior at the University of Washington, studying vocal performance and music history.

After-School Program
Assistant Teacher

He began singing and participating in children’s theater when he was 10 years old, in his hometown of Tucson, Arizona.
Nic also loves to dance, and was in a community dance company called the Esperanza Dance Project when he was in
high school. He currently sings with the UW Chamber Singers and the UW Opera Theater When he grows up, he wants
to travel the world singing in operas!

Sampson Alvarado is a talented musician and producer who studied music at Northwest University. He has

over six years of experience leading and educating children of all ages, especially in music. He has held positions as a
private music tutor, drum line leader, musician, schedule organizer and supervisor for music teams, as well as an after
school music class instructor. I currently teach music at the Kirkland Children's School and his students range from infants
to kindergarten where he develops his own curriculum. He loves instilling creativity in children and others, especially
though the arts. He is thrilled to be involved with Seattle's Performers.
After-School Program
Assistant Teacher

Ioana Blanaru began her career as a child actor at an opera house in her hometown of Galati Romania. She has
performed in productions of Madam Butterfly, Tosca and La Boheme. Between the of of 1997 and 2009, she studied
classical guitar and piano at the music academy Dimitrie Cuclin, in Romania.After she moved to the United States, she
graduated from the University of Washington with a degree in Drama Design. Here she worked as an assistant stage
manager and sound assistant for the University of Washington` s productions of Pentecost, 5th of July and The Real
Inspector Hound. She also worked as a stage manager at Broadway Bound Children`s Theater for the shows Annie and
High School Musical.
Page 2

Willy Wonka, Viewlands
Admin Assistant

