Palm Sunday
Sunday, March 29, 2026
CLC 8am & 10am

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 256)
The presiding minister begins (repeated three times):

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

BLESSING OF PALMS (ELW p. 256)
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

E pule, Kakou. Let us pray.
A briefsilence is kept.

We praise you, O God,

for redeeming the world through our Savior Jesus Christ.
Today he entered the holy city in triumph

and was proclaimed messiah and king

by those who spread garments and branches along his way.
Bless these branches and those who carry them.

Grant us grace to follow our Lord in the way of the cross,
so that, joined to his death and resurrection,

we enter into life with you;

through the same Jesus Christ,

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and forever.

Amen.



PROCESSION All Glory, Laud, and Honor (ELW 344)
Let us go forth in peace,
in the name of Christ. Amen.

Refrain

All glory, laud, and honor
to you, redeemer, king,

to whom the lips of children
made sweet hosannas ring.

1 You are the king of Israel

and David's royal Son,

now in the Lord's name coming,
our King and Blessed One. Refrain

2 The company of angels

are praising you on high;
creation and all mortals

in chorus make reply. Refrain

3 The multitude of pilgrims

with palms before you went;

our praise and prayer and anthems
before you we present. Refrain

4 To you, before your passion,
they sang their hymns of praise.
To you, now high exalted,

our melody we raise. Refrain

5 Their praises you accepted;
accept the prayers we bring,

great author of all goodness,

O good and gracious King. Refrain
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Text: Theodulph of Orleans, c. 760-821; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt.
Music: VALET WILL ICH DIR GEBEN, Melchior Teschner, 1584—-1635
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PRAYER OF THE DAY (ELW p. 257)

As we now enter into the contemplation of the passion of our Lord Jesus
Christ and meditate on the salvation of the world through his sufferings,
death, burial, and resurrection, let us pray.

Silence is kept. Then the presiding minister prays the prayer of the day.

Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race you sent our
Lord Jesus Christ to take on our nature and to suffer death on the cross.
In your mercy enable us to share in his obedience to your will and in the
glorious victory of his resurrection, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 50:4-9a

The servant of the Lord expresses absolute confidence in his final
vindication, despite the fact that he has been struck and spit upon. This
characteristic of the servant played an important role in the early
church’s understanding of the suffering, death, and resurrection of
Jesus.

A reading from Isaiah.

*The Lord GOD has given me
the tongue of a teacher,
that I may know how to sustain
the weary with a word.
Morning by morning he wakens—
wakens my ear
to listen as those who are taught.
The Lord GOD has opened my ear,
and I was not rebellious,
I did not turn backward.
°I gave my back to those who struck me,



and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard;
I did not hide my face
from insult and spitting.

'The Lord GOD helps me;
therefore I have not been disgraced;
therefore I have set my face like flint,
and I know that I shall not be put to shame;
*he who vindicates me is near.
Who will contend with me?
Let us stand up together.
Who are my adversaries?
Let them confront me.
’1t is the Lord GOD who helps me;
who will declare me guilty?

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 31:9-16
"Have mercy on me, O LORD, for I! am in trouble;
my eye is consumed with sorrow, and also my throat ' and my
belly.
""For my life is wasted with grief, and my ! years with sighing;
my strength fails me because of affliction, and my bones ' are
consumed.
!IT am the scorn of all my enemies, a disgrace to my neighbors, a
dismay to | my acquaintances;
when they see me in the street | they avoid me.
I’Like the dead I am forgotten, | out of mind;
I am as useless as a | broken pot.
“For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; fear is ! all around;
they put their heads together against me; they plot to | take my
life.



“But as for me, I have trusted in | you, O LORD.
I have said, “You | are my God.
"My times are ! in your hand;
rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who !
persecute me.
'Let your face shine up- | on your servant;
save me in your | steadfast love.”

SECOND READING: Philippians 2:5-11

Paul uses an early Christian hymn to help us comprehend Jesus’
obedient selflessness on the cross and how God has made Christ lord
over all reality. The perspective of the cross becomes the way we rightly
understand God, Christ, our own lives, and fellowship within the
community of Christ.

A reading from Philippians.

“Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,
*who, though he was in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God
as something to be exploited,
'but emptied himself,
taking the form of a slave,
being born in human likeness.
And being found in human form,
*he humbled himself
and became obedient to the point of death—
even death on a cross.

"Therefore God also highly exalted him
and gave him the name
that is above every name,
'Uso that at the name of Jesus
every knee should bend,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,



'Tand every tongue should confess
that Jesus Christ 1s Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.
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Return to the Lord, your God,
for he is gracious and merciful,
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love.

GOSPEL: Matthew 21:1-11
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

'When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the
Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, “saying to them, "Go into the
village ahead of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a
colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. °If anyone says anything
to you, just say this, 'The Lord needs them.' And he will send them
immediately." “This took place to fulfill what had been spoken through
the prophet, saying,



"Tell the daughter of Zion,

Look, your king is coming to you,

humble, and mounted on a donkey,

and on a colt, the foal of a donkey."

°The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; "they brought
the donkey and the colt, and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on
them. ®A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut
branches from the trees and spread them on the road. “The crowds that
went ahead of him and that followed were shouting,

"Hosanna to the Son of David!

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!

Hosanna in the highest heaven!"

'"When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking,
"Who is this?" ''The crowds were saying, "This is the prophet Jesus
from Nazareth in Galilee."

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

KEIKI STORY

SERMON
Silence for reflection follows the sermon.

HYMN OF THE DAY Ride On, Ride On in Majesty! (THE KING'S
MAJESTY) (ELW 346)
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.

1 Ride on, ride on in majesty!

Hear all the tribes hosanna cry;

O Savior meek, your road pursue,

with palms and scattered garments strewed.

2 Ride on, ride on in majesty!
In lowly pomp ride on to die.



O Christ, your triumphs now begin

o'er captive death and conquered sin.

3 Ride on, ride on in majesty!
The hosts of angels in the sky
look down with sad and wond'ring eyes
to see the approaching sacrifice.

4 Ride on, ride on in majesty!
In lowly pomp ride on to die,
bow your meek head to mortal pain,

then take, O Christ, your pow'r and reign!

Ride On, Ride On in Majesty!
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APOSTLES' CREED

The Nicene Creed or the Apostles” Creed may be spoken. The Nicene
Creed is appropriate during Advent, Christmas, Easter, and on festival
days, the Apostles’ Creed during Lent and at other times.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the
world, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

Save your church, O God. Enable us to boldly confess in every time and
place that Jesus Christ is Lord. With the humility of a servant, equip
congregations, synods, and other ministries to proclaim your extravagant
love for all. E ka Haku.

Aloha ke Akua.
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Save your creation, O God. Every living being you have made has
purpose. Give us renewed appreciation of farm animals who labor in the
fields, service animals who accompany their human companions, and
beloved pets who live alongside us. E ka Haku.

Aloha ke Akua.

Save the peoples of the earth, O God. Restore dignity to those who are
scorned and persecuted for their religious beliefs or political activism,
and deliver them from the hand of their enemies. Bring peace to places
where conflict runs deep, especially Ukraine, Sudan, Palestine, and Iran.
E ka Haku.

Aloha ke Akua.

Save those who cry to you in any need, O God. Watch over all who are
detained, incarcerated or awaiting trial, and stand with those who are
unjustly accused. Be present with those feeling isolated, lonely, or
fearful, especially all those whom we name in our hearts and whose

names we now speak aloud .... E ka Haku.
Aloha ke Akua.

Save us in your love, O God. Guide the work of church musicians,
pastors, readers, assisting ministers, technicians, acolytes, and all who
assist in worship. Sustain them in their leadership as they accompany
congregations through this Holy Week. E ka Haku.

Aloha ke Akua.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Birthdays: Judy & Anuhea Baptisms: Barb, Eric & Tina

Church: Joy of Christ Lutheran, Pastor JP Sabbithi

Save us at the last, O God. We give you thanks for your saints of old
who embodied your servant love. As you came to their aid, so deliver us
in times of trial, that every knee would bend in praise to you. E ka Haku.
Aloha ke Akua.
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We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and
your promise to renew your whole creation; through Jesus Christ our
Savior.
Amen.

PEACE AND ALOHA
Aloha nui e ‘oukou.

‘O ke aloha o ka Haku
e mau ana me ‘oukou
apau loa.

Friends and neighbors, siblings in Christ, the peace of God be with you
always.

And also with you.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care
of those in need. Mahalo nui loa to everyone for your offerings.

You may drop your offering in the wooden plates on the way in or out of
worship. You can also send checks via USPS mail or go to our
“Donate” button at www.clcmililani.org and make your offering via
Tithe.ly. Mahalo to Thrivent members making offerings via Simply
Giving.

Create 1n me a clean heart, O God,

and renew a right spirit within me.

Cast me not away from your presence,
and take not your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore to me the joy of your salvation,
and uphold me with your free Spirit.
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OFFERING PRAYER

As the table is prepared, the assisting minister leads in prayer.
E pule, Kakou. Let us pray.

A brief silence

God of good gifts,

receive these and all our offerings

as we present them in faithful service

for the sake of your gospel.

Prepare our hearts to receive you in this meal

as you pour out your very presence

through Christ Jesus, the wellspring of eternal life.
Amen.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING
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The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It 1s indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ,
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whose suffering and death gave salvation to all.

Y ou gather your people around the tree of the cross,
transforming death into life.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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Holy, holy, holy Lord,

Lord God of pow’r and might:

Heav’n and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God.
You are most holy,

and great is the majesty of your glory.

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish
but have eternal life.

We give you thanks for his coming into the world

to fulfill for us your holy will

and to accomplish all things for our salvation.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup 1s the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
Christ has died, Christ has risen, Christ will come again.

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command,

his life-giving passion and death, his glorious resurrection and
ascension,

and the promise of his coming again,

we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty,

not as we ought but as we are able;

we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving
and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants,
and these your own gifts of bread and wine,
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so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ
may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace,

and, receiving the forgiveness of sin,

may be formed to live as your holy people

and be given our inheritance with all your saints.

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,

be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Na Makana a ke Akua no ka Po‘e a ke Akua

The gifts of God for the people of God.
E komo mai, e kipa mai.

Come and receive Jesus, our strength in the wilderness.
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COMMUNION
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say

The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
and each person may respond

Amen.
The ministers commune either after or before others commune.

COMMUNION SONG - THE QUEEN'S PRAYER
O kou aloha no A 1a I ka lani
A o kou oia 10 He hemolele hoi. Amene.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
As the table is cleared, the assisting minister leads in prayer.
E pule, Kakou. Let us pray.

A brief silence

Embodied God,

at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus.
With the eyes of our hearts open to your promise,
empower us to hear the needs of our neighbors

and touch the world with your love.

Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us 1n mission to the world.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING (ELW p. 255)

Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and
forever.
Amen.

18



SENDING SONG O Sacred Head, Now Wounded (isometric) (ELW
351)

1 O sacred head, now wounded,
with grief and shame weighed down,
now scornfully surrounded

with thorns, thine only crown;

O sacred head, what glory,

what bliss till now was thine!

Yet, though despised and gory,

I joy to call thee mine.

2 How pale thou art with anguish,
with sore abuse and scorn;

how does thy face now languish,
which once was bright as morn!
Thy grief and bitter passion

were all for sinners' gain;

mine, mine was the transgression,
but thine the deadly pain.

3 What language shall I borrow
to thank thee, dearest friend,
for this thy dying sorrow,

thy pity without end?

Oh, make me thine forever,
and should I fainting be,

Lord, let me never, never
outlive my love to thee.

3 Lord, be my consolation;
shield me when I must die;
remind me of thy passion

when my last hour draws nigh.
These eyes, new faith receiving,



from thee shall never move;
for all who die believing
die safely in thy love.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve in love.
Thanks be to God.

From sundaysandseasons.com.

Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
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Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607-1676, based on Arnulf of Louvain, d. 1250; tr. composite

.

Music: HERZLICH TUT MICH VERLANGEN, German melody, c. 1500; adapt. Hans Leo Hassler, 1564-1612;

arr. Johann Sebastian Bach, 1685-1750
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