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Over the last few weeks, we have looked at worship as we consider it to be one of the church’s main purposes.
We considered the preaching of the Word, and last week, we looked at communion. We saw that there are four
different views on communion. These were the physical presence of Jesus within the elements, the Lutheran
view that views the presence of Jesus in, under, and through the elements, the view that communion is just a
memorial to Jesus, and the reformed view, that within communion, there is a spiritual presence of Jesus. Within
our denomination, the Evangelical Presbyterian Church, we hold to the reformed view that there is a spiritual presence within
communion. Of course, like most things, as long as it does not disrupt the essentials of salvation, we respect other views.

So does any of the other views disrupt the essentials of salvation? I would say from the outside looking in, the Lutheran
and the memorial views do not. We may not agree with those views as a denomination, but they do not strike at the heart of the
essentials of the Christian faith. The sacramental view (the belief that the elements of communion become the body and blood of
Christ) is a bit different. I do not necessarily think that such a view directly strikes at the essentials of the Christian faith. If that
were the case, then everyone who took part in communion where the sacramental view is taught and practiced would not be
Christians. I am certainly not saying that. However, I can see where the sacramental view could indirectly go against the
essentials of the Christian faith.
How can that be? Is that not overreaching a bit? Well, if I somehow think that I am literally eating Christ and drinking
his blood, it will not be that far of a leap to think that I can somehow partake in Jesus Christ without something happening within
my heart. In other words, I can think that I can do something physical without ever doing something within my heart and mind,
namely turning away from my sin and turning towards Jesus as my Savior who died upon the cross for my sins.
Historically, we can see how this has played out within churches. One of the stories that I remember from seminary is
that around the middle ages, priests would stand at the door and check farmers’ pockets because the farmers thought if this is the
literal body of Christ, then I can feed it to my cow and he will be healthier. This just goes to show how this theology of the
physical presence can not only cause superstition, but also lead down roads theologically that only deal in physical terms and not
repentance of the heart.
Now, before I am too hard on those who hold such views about communion, please understand that this can happen
within any church setting by doing something physical, such as walking an aisle, coming to church, joining a church, teaching a
Sunday school class, or even preaching a sermon. (History shows that there have been many preachers who were not even
Christians themselves.) It is not that any of these things are bad. It’s just that they are physical things, and in our minds and
hearts, we can think that’s enough. This can even happen when communion is given with the understanding that the elements are
not the physical body of Christ. We can go through the motions of eating and drinking without any repentance of our sins.
So how do we as a church guard against such things? Hopefully by the faithful preaching of God’s Word. When that
happens, the Gospel will clearly be presented and we understand our need for Christ as our Savior. What we must understand
when we celebrate communion is that the important part is not the physical acts of eating and drinking, but it is what happens
within the heart. The important part of communion is not really communion itself. It is what happens beforehand as the Gospel
is being presented and I see all the wonderful benefits of the Gospel in my life as a Christian. This is why we have started putting the sermon and communion side by side instead of inserting a song in between, so that we can correlate God’s Word with
what is happening at our Father’s table. My hope and prayer for us as a church is that we will see the vital importance of the
Word correctly preached during a communion service and that it will enrich our understanding of partaking in communion.
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May Birthdays
(For every 5 Yrs. there is a

for extra congratulations)

----------------------------------------------------------

May Anniversaries
23– Erik & Renee Berggren
25– John & Janet Wise
27-Bruce & Sandy Partridge
June Anniversaries
6– Kevin & Chris Hollenbeck
8– Fred & Eunie Ely
14– Seth & Becca McNear
24-Jim & Stacie Bridge
25– Tracy & Loretta Miller
26– Ken & Nancy Alfes

39 yrs
47 yrs
43 yrs
34 yrs
64 yrs
18 yrs
21 yrs
60 yrs
45 yrs

3– Jean Mucher
14-Richard Saville
18-Jonathan Langdon
21– Barb Fasoldt
23– Ann Johnson
24– James Berggren

24-Thomas Berggren
24– Helen Hill
30– Charlie McAdam
30– Mark White

June Birthdays
1– Michelle Buckland-Seward
9– Garrett McNear
12– Kinsley Baker
14-Erik Berggren
15– Jodi Black

24– Elaine McAdam
26– Chris Wright
28– Noah Hammack
29– Shirley Cudney

Job Announcement
The Bergen Evangelical Presbyterian Church
seeks a Christ-centered, Bible-believing musician
open to the Holy Spirit’s leading, to serve as
Assistant Music Coordinator. This person will
work closely with the Music Coordinator and
Pastor on all music-related activities at the
church, including weekly musical participation in
the worship service and leading the worship service once per month.
This is a part-time position (approximately 5
hours per week). A complete job description is
available upon request.
If interested, please submit a letter of inquiry to
<fpcbergen@gmail.com>; include “Assistant
Music Coordinator Search” in the subject of the
email. Questions about the position may be
addressed to Rob Willhoft at (585) 293-1304.

Young Lives is a mission of Young Life, a
mission that our church supports, that
mentors and provides support to teen-aged
moms. We have about 7 young women in the
Genesee County area that are either pregnant
or are raising young children.
We are establishing a ‘baby closet’ to help
these new moms. We would welcome gently
used baby items (clothes, car seats, cribs,
strollers, etc.), as well as new diapers, and
maternity clothing. We have received some
maternity and baby clothing. Thank you for
your generous support. You may contact
Jessica Maskell – Young Lives Genesee
County Coordinator at 585-409-7261,
gcyounglives@gmail.com and/or
Sandy Partridge (committee member)
at 585-414-4593.

A peek at the Church Calendar– keep an
eye on Life in the Church emails for changes!
* During this time of quarantine,
Son Risers will meet through zoom every
Thursday at 6am.
TAG will meet at Church every other Thursday
in the Fellowship Hall
2- Church 10:30
9- Church 10:30
16- Church 10:30

May

23- Church 10:30
30- Church 10:30
31– Memorial Day

June
5– Blood Drive
6- Church 10:30
13- Church 10:30
15– Deadline for Scholarship application
20- Church 10:30
27- Church 10:30

Chicken BBQ
Saturday, May 1 st Drive-Thru ONLY 4:30 till gone Bergen United Methodist
Church 27 S. Lake Ave. (Route 19) Menu: ½ Chicken Salt Potatoes Apple
Sauce Baked Beans & Roll $10 per dinner (reservations requested) To make
reservations call 494-1312 Cash or check made to Bergen UMC Pay when
picked up! Please wear masks in consideration of our volunteers. Remain in
your car, we will bring your meals to you in your vehicle.

————————————————————————————————————————————- ———————-——-

CE Update: Spring 2021

Following are Christian Education offerings for this Spring. There is something for every age group!
Ongoing - Our youth group (TAG) has been meeting every other Thursday evening, 6-7:30pm, in the Fellowship
Hall. Anybody in grades 6-12 is invited to participate. Please contact Joe Rebisz (jrebisz@bataviacsd.org) for
more information.
Sunday:
1) During the 10:30 worship service, all children PreK-5th grade are invited to Kids for Christ (KFC) Junior Church.
While adults participate in the worship service, children will sing, learn Bible stories, and participate in fun activities.
Please contact Julie Foeller (bfoeller@frontiernet.net) for more information.
2) The adult Bible study on Ephesians continues on Sunday, 6 PM at the church and Monday, 7 PM on Zoom. See https://
www.willhoft.net/bible-study for details.

Church repairs
We are looking for help in completing some projects that need to be done at Church.
Please contact David Hahn if you can help!
Thanks!
*Paint the front foyer of the sanctuary
*Repair SW wall of west stall of downstairs large ladies room
*Repair front steps
*Repaint outside lower windows and trim
*Make an enclosure for the dehumidifier
*A cover needs to be built over the pipes in the corner of the
nursery- See Julie Foeller or Neva Lattimer with questions
*General painting

What a crazy month for the Rebisz family! Unfortunately, I suffered a stroke on Easter
morning, which put a damper on TAG activities for most of the month. Luckily, David Catalino
and Pastor Brandt stepped up and took the lead for our last TAG youth group. That evening
the teens spent most of their time praying and discussing the importance of prayer as a way to
strengthen our relationship with God. I truly appreciated all the notes, texts, and prayers from
the TAG teens in the days following my stroke. God is good and it was encouraging for me to
witness the strong faith and love of so many of the members of our youth group and their
families. I will be back in full stride running youth group meetings and activities starting on
April 29! I am very excited to be getting back together in person with all of my “Little People.”
COVID-19 protocols and procedures, similar to those in schools, are in place at TAG to keep
everyone safe and healthy. We are also asking any teens (or families) who are sick, or
exhibiting any Covid-19 symptoms, to please stay home.
Our TAG youth group will be meeting on the following Thursdays from 6:00-7:30: April 29th,
May 13th, and May 27th. Please keep all the teens of our group, and in Bergen, in your
prayers. Continue to pray for God’s protection and guidance in their lives!

Rebisz Family at the Cross – Easter 2021

——————————————————————————

**The Bergen Evangelical Presbyterian Church Scholarship Committee is now
accepting applications for this year ’s Memorial College Scholarship awards.
Details about the application process, including who is eligible, can be found on the
Application Guide which is available upon request from the church office or by
contacting Seth McNear (beccaseth@hotmail.com) The deadline for the
submission of all materials is 6/15/2021. Please email the office if you need
more information.

Sewing With a Purpose
Sewing With A Purpose received a donation of 30 prayer shawls from Mindy
Mayne Knoph who now resides in North Carolina. Mindy is the daughter of Marianne and Dick Mayne who live on Route 33 near the water tower. Mindy grew up in
our church.
Mindy recalls how she was first taught to crochet at an early age by her
loving Grammie, Corrine Mayne. Corrine and Mindy both shared being "Lefties"
and that bond taught Mindy to easily pick up the skill of crocheting from her. The
Maynes had seen Sewing With A Purpose's request for more prayer shawls in one
of the newsletter articles, and Mindy just happen to have a few to donate. Her
brother, who was visiting, transported the shawls to Marianne and Dick's home in
Bergen. Marianne and Dick prayed on the shawls to be donated and Shirley
VonBergen transported them to our BEPC church.
Jodi creates all our labels and worked overtime to
produce 30 to be attached to each beautiful shawl.
These are definitely a gift of love, and we so appreciate
Mindy and the Maynes for thinking of blessing our
church.
Besides crocheting, Mindy likes to stay active and walks
a beautiful trail around the lake that is across the street
from her home. She is an avid gardener too.
Read what's new with Sewing WIth A Purpose
Sewing With A Purpose now has a few seatbelt cushions for any patient with a port
for chemo treatment. This adaptive device easily attaches to any seatbelt to
cushion the sensitive port area, and provides comfort to the patient being
transported for treatments. Tracey Phelps, who is recovering
from breast cancer, recommended that our sewing group
create a few of these comfort care items. Tracey is a former
elder of our church. She now lives in North Carolina where
her husband, Karl, works for Samaritan's Purse.

Our church has been praying for Becky Jones Thompson who lives in Arizona and
has just been diagnosed with breast cancer. Becky will have a port implanted for
her treatment on May 5th. We have permission to announce that she will be our
first recipient of one of these seatbelt cushions . Please continue to pray for
Becky's recovery and healing.

This month, please pray for:
Those with ongoing challenges and needs: The Youth of our church and our community.
Those serving as Missionaries:
Aggie Redinger, Delores Seward, David
Sarah Speer at the Kimia Center for Lepers in the
Hahn, Bob and Kathy Cosgrove, Nancy
Congo; Jose Ulinov "Uli" Fernandez in Mexico; Arber
Alfes, Janice Langdon’s mother (Jo Files), "Berti" Berhami with Campus Crusade in Albania;
Susan Brownell’s grandmother; Hazel New- Jesse von Bergen ministry to the Middle East through
som -and her caretakers Susan’s parents
Arabic Bible Outreach Ministry; Teachers in Sierra
Paul and Sandy Harris, Malanie Glucksman, and Eve- Leone with EduNations; Tim Riley with Genesee
lyn Pangrazio-friend of Tom and Cyndy Jones, Colton County Young Life.
Ely, Rusty Brenton
Our Session, Deacons, Youth Leader Joe Rebisz,
Worship Leader Christin Snell, Personnel Committee,
Those fighting cancer: Dan For no, Stacy Cline,
Nominating Committee, CE Committee and the many
Elaine Malkani-Cyndy Jones’ sister. Corky’s friend,
Sharon, fighting colon cancer, Rosemary Utz-friend of more committees and ministries that help run the
church. Pray for the other local churches in our area
McAllisters, vonBergen’s grandson, Joe
(and your area too!)
Continued healing for Helen Hill’s sister-in-law
Dorcas Arbach, June Hahn’s niece Ann Crone, & Joan The Servicemen & Women of the United States, as
well as our Veterans and their families.
Miller
Those who have lost loved ones:
The family of Max Jessop, the family Rob Charcholla,
The family of Willard Pengelly, and the Roche family

Our country’s leaders and their advisors.

Deacon Notes:
Deacon Dossier

Deacon Doings:
Currently, we have 4 college
students we support with
notes of encouragement and
$10 Dunkin gift cards --

Thomas Berggren
Kyle Foeller
Emily Caccamise
Hannah Catalino

Spotlight on Kevin Hollenbeck
-- Born in Batavia, NY
-- As college students, Kevin met Chris while
working summer jobs at Darien Lake
Amusement Park
-- Is a skilled technician for an appliance
repair company
-- Can fix anything that Chris
breaks !!
-- Favorite vacation was 10 days at Yellowstone and Grand Teton Natl. Parks
-- Loyal Buffalo Bills fan

-

Church Finances
March 2021
Bring all the tithes into the storehouse so there will be enough food in my Temple. If
you do,” says the Lord of Heaven’s Armies, “I will open the windows of heaven for you.
I will pour out a blessing so great you won’t have enough room to take it in! Try it! Put
me to the test!
Malachi 3:10

Giving for March continued the good results of January and February with $16,353
received. These three months have been about the best three-month run ever at the
beginning of a year. It is amazing how faithful the congregation has been through this
pandemic! It is also amazing how little of our Accumulated Income Fund has been
needed to pay the bills so far in 2021. Here is a little look back at the 1st quarter of
the past three months:
2019 – we had $32,545.00 giving for Q1 and had used $12,300 in AIF funds
2020 - we had $32,417.00 giving for Q1 and had used $17,000 in AIF funds
2021 - we had $41,932.00 giving for Q1 and had used only $3,200 in AIF funds

MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT – MARCH 2021
OPERATING FUND
Income

Sunday offering:
Net Online Offering:

*note – online offering reflects $36.18 fee taken from gross donations from the vendor before deposit

$12,115.00
$1,437.94

Amortized one time gifts:
$2,800.00
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Total New Receipts
$16,352.94
Opening Balance (from previous month)
$717.05
Total Funds Available (opening balance + new receipts)
$17,069.99

Expenses

Gross Expenditures for the month
Line Item Paybacks received this month that reduce expenses
None

$16,334.96
$0.00

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Net Expenditures for the Month
$16,334.96
Accumulated Income Fund Transfer Needed to cover Expenditures
Extra Monthly Amortized Gift Overdrawn from the AIF
Monthly Amortized Gift Left in Accumulated Income Fund

$2,200.00
$0.00
$600.00

OPERATING FUND BALANCE

$135.03

DESIGNATED FUND

Opening Balance (from previous month)
New Designated Receipts
Total Designated Expenditures

$20,293.56
$2,496.11
$192.55

DESIGNATED FUND BALANCE

$22,597.12

TOTAL CHECKBOOK BALANCE (Operating Fund + Designated Fund)

$22,732.15

OTHER FUND ACTIVITY

Accumulated Income Fund
March expenditures
March contribution
Current Balance (3/31/2021)

-$2,200.00
$750.00
$

