Last week SLIDE


we took a tour of the throne room offered by chapter 4 



and saw that things in heaven are not as they seem.  

Just because things happen a certain way here on this side of the curtain, 


does not mean they are that way in the realm of heaven 


and will always be that way here on earth.  

As we finished the first half of our open house tour, SLIDE

we also developed the idea that what happens in one place 


affects how we live someplace else.  

So seeing what is happening in heaven 


should effect how we live here on earth.  

Just as what happens in Washington D.C. 


Eventually effects how we live here in Skagway, AK.

With all of this in mind, 


we move into chapter 5.  

The first thing we see 


is a focus on the right hand of the one who sat on the throne SLIDE



holding a scroll.  

It has much to say and is important, 


for it has writing on both sides 



instead of one side 


and is sealed with 7 seals, 



instead of one.  

So it is completely written 


with nothing else to add 

and it is completely sealed, 


so no one can read it earlier.  

This is an important scroll, 


so it needs to be opened and read!

Verse 2 gives us the issue.  


Someone needs to be worthy to break the seals 


and open the scroll.  

Yet of everyone on earth 

and every citizen of heaven, 


no one was found worthy.  


They couldn't even look inside it.  SLIDE
Remember we have the 12 tribes and the 12 disciples around the throne,


 the 4 seraphim represent all the created order, 



and none of them are able to open it.  

Why is it so important to open this scroll that 


when it can not be done, 



John weeps and weeps?  SLIDE
Darrell Johnson contends it is the scroll of history.  


It is God's plan for establishing God's rule on earth fully again.  


It contains the meaning of all history, 



including why you and I were created.  

If the scroll can't be opened, 


then we will never know why we were created.  

We have all cried with John at some point about that huge question, 


“What is my purpose in life?”

We should notice we are told that only John was crying. 


One of the 24 elders says to John, SLIDE


“Do not weep!  




See the Lion of the tribe of Judah, 




the Root of David, 





has triumphed.  



He is able to open the scroll and its seven seals.”  

Everyone in this fallen creation hears this and says, LION

of course the Lion won!  

I always knew the Lion would win.  


It is the King of the Jungle.  



It has the fiercest roar, 



sharpest claws, 



most power.  


If anyone is able to open the scroll, 



it would be a Lion.  


The one from David's line, 



the one we have been waiting to ascend from the tribe of Judah 



and finally fulfill all that David started!

John is ready to see this great and majestic beast 


who is the only one 



in all of history 


that is able to break the seals 


and open the scroll.  

What he sees SLIDE

is a lamb.  

Not a full grown ram, 


not even just a sheep, 

but a lamb, 


a young sheep.  

Not only is it young, SLIDE

it looks as if it has been slain. 

The wounds of death are there, 


but it is standing in the center of the throne.  

It was not once standing, 


but now crumpled on the floor dead 



like so many of our leaders.  

Both “slain and standing” are in the perfect tense, 


meaning in the past it occurred 



and continues to be a reality today.  

Mary's little lamb was slain 


but now stands in the center of the throne.  

Do you hear what John is seeing?SLIDE
In the same place that the Lord Almighty, 


surround by a rainbow 


and shooting out lightning and thunder, 



where the maker and sustainer of all creation sits, 


also sits this lamb.  



They both occupy the throne.  

The lamb is in the midst of the throne, 



not off to the side.  

When we pray to the one on the throne, 


we pray to the slain lamb who now stands.  

All of creation 

and all of humanity, 


before Jesus 


and after Jesus' coming 



bow down to the lamb.  

Why?  


He was slain, 


he was defeated?  

How can he now be reigning?  


I want a winner to follow, 



not some lamb who can't even stand up to my oppressors!  

They crushed him 


and he didn't even fight back!  

He went like, 


well a lamb to slaughter!

John gives us some hope, 


some reason to trust this lamb.  SLIDE
He had seven horns and seven eyes.  


Horns mean power, 



he has complete power.  


Eyes mean wisdom, 



knowing what is happening and why, 




the lamb has this completely.  

While we can imagine a scenario where a lamb gathers forces to defeat the enemy, 


after all, 



the British Empire fell to ragtag Americans using guerilla warfare, 



the Persians fell to the Greeks in the Battle of Thermopylae, 



the British defeated the Spanish Armada, 


that is not what the scroll contains.  

That is how we have always tried to fix the world.  


Defeating Evil with more evil.  

What we see here is something different.  


Scholar Bruce Metzger says, SLIDE


“Instead of a ferocious lion that hurts others, 



the Messiah is a sacrificial lamb 




that takes into himself the hurts of others.”  

Do you hear the secret of history yet?  


The heart of God Almighty 



works the same way that the lamb has demonstrated to us.  

As the Chronicles of Narnia demonstrated so clearly, 


the Lion wins not with his roar, speed, or power, SLIDE


but by being slaughtered.  

How many of us are excited by this plan 


if we are supposed to follow what the Lion does?  

I know there would be more hands if I said, 


following what the lion does.  

If that were our mode, 


which some are trying to make the church take that stance, 



everyone in town who is not here this morning would be on board.  

How many shows do we have on how to get ahead in life, 


of people grasping at power?  

There are very few that show the lamb being slain and still winning.

But this is the secret to history.  


This is what no one could figure out on their own completely.  

Shepherd boy David had a clue, 


when he was willing to face Goliath, 



but he still did the killing 



instead of being killed.  

But as unlikely as this seems, 


laying down your life works 



to defeat the powers of the world.  

Which we tend to want to say, 


“Amen, 



it worked for Jesus, 



now the powers are defeated, 




end of story.  

Yet, there are suddenly new songs being sung 


that are different from last weeks songs.  

Of course there are new songs, 


because there is a new reality.  

Just like there are love songs and the blues, 


depending on what stage of a relationship you are in.  

This new song unfortunately 


does not leave history to continue on its original trajectory.  

If this first song were not sung, 


we would be free to carry on with our natural ways.  

But listen to the lyrics. 


 “we are purchased,”


 made a “kingdom of Priests” 


and will “reign with him.”  

What does this song commit us to 


as disciples of the lamb who was slain 



but now lives?

We should first realize the context of the lambs reign.  


It is now.  


It has been since he ascended to the throne 



post death and resurrection.  

Most people will not argue that is when we were purchased, 


but opinions differ about when we become a kingdom of Priests 


and begin reigning with him.  

The earliest manuscripts all have the present tense, 


“They reign with him,” 

not the future 


“will reign.”  

If Jesus sits on the throne now, 


we are reigning on the throne now with him 


and are a Kingdom of Priests right now.  

None of this, 


when I get to heaven, 



I will reign or intercede for the world.  

It is what we are called to do now, 


because that is the lyrics of the new song.  

Jesus wanted us to hear the new song, 


so he had John experience it 


and you sang it today.  

We are purchased, 


priests, 


and presiding with Jesus right now.  

So the question quickly arises, 


how am I supposed to do this?

I will give you a hint, SLIDE

it is as an animal 


that has 4 letters in it 


and starts with “L.”  

Now, 


if we were to review your last week 


and look at your interactions and heart, 



how many of our lives would have overwhelmingly voted for a Lion?  

The cross is the grounds for our salvation, 


it is also the pattern.

Are we following the pattern of the cross enough 


that we could say, “Lamb?”  

Did we enter into 

and take any of the suffering of the world upon us 


like Jesus did this past week?  

Of the objects behind me, 


which one is more like Jesus' actual throne?  



This great chair, 



or the cross?  


Which one did we sit on more?

If we want to increase our lamb work 


over our lion, 

three things will help.  SLIDE

Our witness, 


our intercession, 


and our martyrdom.  

Jesus has shown the world what the truth is 


when he opened that scroll.  



It was to reign as a lamb instead of lion.  

Does our daily living point to, 


is a sign post to that reality?  

Our intercession comes through prayers.  


There are the prayers of the saints that we are called to lift up 



and fill the golden bowls with.  

Finally, 


if we are to witness to him, 



the world is not always going to welcome what we have to say. 

 The truth has a way of messing up a really good lie.  


But the world, 



still operating as a lion with its power and might, 




will try to eat that truth teller as quickly as possible, 





to keep the lie alive.  



Just as it tried to do with Jesus.




How did that turn out for evil?

The lives and deaths of the martyrs 


line the pages of history.  

They do so, 


because they were willing to lay down their lives for the truth 


and truth will always carry the day in the end, 



so history was changed.  

We can try and change that history in our stories, 


but it does not change what happened.  

We can try and live like a lion, 


but lions do die, 


empires die, 


nations have come and gone.  

All because they do not understand 

and continually live out the secret of history.  


How can they, 



only the lamb is worthy to open it?  

But we are called to follow the lamb 


and be willing to lay down our lives for the way of the lamb.  SLIDE
Evil can only be defeated 


when it is outmatched by “sacrificial goodness.”  

A high calling, 


but the lamb has purchased us, 


we are Priests interceding for the world, 


and we reign with the lamb.  



Not will reign, 




but are called to live this way right now, 



because the world has no clue 




about reigning as a lamb 




instead of a lion 





right now.  SLIDE
The world believes it reigns 


by hurting people, 

the lamb believes in reigning 


by taking the hurts of others onto himself.  

Do you see the difference?
