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PRELUDE 

 

WELCOME 

 
Please rise. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, Wonderful Counselor, Mighty Savior, Prince of 

Peace. 

C Amen. 

P Trusting in God’s steadfast love and faithfulness, let us confess our sin. Reconciling 

God, 

C we yearn for your presence to transform our grief, pain, and despair. We confess 

that we have not always prepared room in our hearts for your love; we have not 

always recognized your presence among us; we have not always embraced your 

message of peace. We cry out, weary with the burden of violence, oppression, and 

fear. We confess our failure to make room for those seeking refuge; our 

participation in violent systems that harm your innocent ones; our reluctance to 

embody your good news. Be born in us today and teach us to sing the joyful song of 

your salvation. Amen. 

P God’s grace upon grace flows over you. ☩ Christ’s presence redeems the whole 

creation. Your sins are forgiven. Let the earth rejoice and be glad! 

C Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG 
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GREETING 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

C O God, on this day you revealed your Son to the nations by the leading of a star. 

Lead us now by faith to know your presence in our lives, and bring us at last to the 

full vision of your glory, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Please be seated. 

FIRST READING Isaiah 60:1-6 

Jerusalem is assured that nations will make a pilgrimage to her because the light of God’s presence is in her 

midst. The bountiful food of the sea and the profits of international trade will come streaming to Jerusalem and 

thereby declare God’s praise. 

R 1 Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 
2 For darkness shall cover the earth and thick darkness the peoples, but the LORD will 

arise upon you, and his glory will appear over you. 3 Nations shall come to your light and 

kings to the brightness of your dawn. 4 Lift up your eyes and look around; they all gather 

together; they come to you; your sons shall come from far away, and your daughters 

shall be carried in their nurses’ arms. 5 Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall 

thrill and rejoice, because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you; the wealth of 

the nations shall come to you. 6 A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels 

of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold and 

frankincense and shall proclaim the praise of the LORD. 

R The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

PSALM Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14 

R 1 Give the king your justice, O God, and your righteousness to the king’s son; 

C 2 that he may rule your people righteously and the poor with justice; 

R 3 that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, and the hills, in righteousness. 
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C 4 Let him defend the needy among the people, rescue the poor, and crush the 

oppressor. 

R 5 May he live as long as the sun and moon endure, from one generation to another. 

C 6 Let him come down like rain upon the mown field, like showers that water the 

earth. 

R 7 In his time may the righteous flourish; and let there be an abundance of peace till the 

moon shall be no more. 

C 10 May the kings of Tarshish and of the isles pay tribute, and the kings of Sheba and 

Seba offer gifts. 

R 11 May all kings bow down before him, and all the nations do him service. 

C 12 For the king delivers the poor who cry out in distress, the oppressed, and those 

who have no helper. 

R 13 He has compassion on the lowly and poor, and preserves the lives of the needy. 

C 14 From oppression and violence he redeems their lives, and precious is their blood 

in his sight. 

SECOND READING Ephesians 3:1-12 

What had been hidden from previous generations is now made known through the gospel ministry of Paul and 

others. In Christ both Jews and Gentiles participate in the richness of God’s promised salvation. 

R 1 This is the reason that I, Paul, am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you 

gentiles, 2 for surely you have already heard of the commission of God’s grace that was 

given me for you 3 and how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I wrote 

above in a few words, 4 a reading of which will enable you to perceive my understanding 

of the mystery of Christ. 5 In former generations this mystery was not made known to 

humankind, as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: 
6 that is, the gentiles have become fellow heirs, members of the same body, and sharers 

in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 7 Of this gospel I have become a 

servant according to the gift of God’s grace that was given me by the working of his 

power. 8 Although I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given to me to 

bring to the gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ 9 and to make everyone 

see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God, who created all things, 10 so 

that through the church the wisdom of God in its rich variety might now be made known 

to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. 11 This was in accordance with the 
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eternal purpose that he has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12 in whom we have 

access in boldness and confidence through faith in him. 

R The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Please rise. 
  

GOSPEL VERSE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 2nd chapter. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

GOSPEL Matthew 2:1-23 

God’s promise shines bright in the night as magi follow a star to honor a new king. Strangers from a faraway 

land, they welcome the long-awaited messiah of Israel. 

P 1 In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, magi from the 

east came to Jerusalem, 2 asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the 

Jews? For we observed his star in the east and have come to pay him homage.” 3 When 

King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him, 4 and calling 
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together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the 

Messiah was to be born. 5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it has been 

written by the prophet: 6 ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means 

least among the rulers of Judah, for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my 

people Israel.’” 7 Then Herod secretly called for the magi and learned from them the 

exact time when the star had appeared. 8 Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go 

and search diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word so that 

I may also go and pay him homage.” 9 When they had heard the king, they set out, and 

there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen in the east, until it stopped over the 

place where the child was. 10 When they saw that the star had stopped, they were 

overwhelmed with joy. 11 On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his 

mother, and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, 

they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12 And having been warned in a 

dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 13 Now 

after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Get up, 

take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you, for 

Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.” 14 Then Joseph got up, took the 

child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt 15 and remained there until the death of 

Herod. This was to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet, “Out 

of Egypt I have called my son.” 16 When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the 

magi, he was infuriated, and he sent and killed all the children in and around Bethlehem 

who were two years old or under, according to the time that he had learned from the 

magi. 17 Then what had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah was fulfilled:  18 “A 

voice was heard in Ramah, wailing and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her 

children; she refused to be consoled, because they are no more.” 19 When Herod died, an 

angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt and said, 20 “Get up, 

take the child and his mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those who were seeking 

the child’s life are dead.” 21 Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother, and went 

to the land of Israel. 22 But when he heard that Archelaus was ruling Judea in place of his 

father Herod, he was afraid to go there. And after being warned in a dream, he went 

away to the district of Galilee. 23 There he made his home in a town called Nazareth, so 

that what had been spoken through the prophets might be fulfilled, “He will be called a 

Nazarene.” 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Please be seated. 

SERMON Pastor Bryan Lagerstam 

Please rise. 

HYMN OF THE DAY 
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NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Please be seated. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P Empowered by the news of Christ’s birth, let us pray boldly for the church, creation, and 

all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 

R Repairer of the breach, you separate us from our sin and unite us with one another. Heal 

the animosity in our hearts, and bind us together in love. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 

R Author of life, you sent your spirit over the waters, your breath into your children, and 

guiding stars across the sky. Awaken us to the plight of the planet and send us to care for 

your creation. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 

R Light that leads the way, you make yourself known to the nations. Illuminate just paths 

and guide leaders in the church and the world in your holy will. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 

R Proclaimer of promises, you raise up prophets and messengers in the places we least 

expect. Equip us to listen well to those who bring both good news and painful truths. 

Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 

P Voice of the silenced, you cast the mighty from their thrones and fill the hungry with 

good things. Grant those in need the courage to demand equality and those with 

abundance the wisdom to share. Respond to any who call out in need this day especially 

family and friends of Mary, Lisa, Mark, Tim, Bill, Paul, Diane W., Shannon, Diane M., 

Roger, Tom, Richard, Sonja, and all those we name upon our lips and in our hearts. Hear 

us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 

P Redeemer of the saints, you gift us with many people throughout our lives who point the 

way to you. We give you thanks for the recently departed and all who have loved us. 

Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 

P With the joy of Christ’s birth in our hearts, we commend our prayers to you, O God, 

trusting in your boundless mercy and eternal love; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 

C Amen 
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SHARING OF THE PEACE 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C And also with you. (Greet one another with God’s peace.) 

Please rise. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

P It is indeed right, our duty, . . .we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

Please be seated. 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION & HYMNS 
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Please rise. 

COMMUNION BLESSING 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C Amen. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

P Incarnate God, you are among us at this table. May we treasure this gift and ponder in 

our hearts the mystery of your presence. Move us to discover the wonders of your love 

in the everyday moments of our lives, through Christ born in us. 

C Amen. 

BLESSING 

P The triune God, glorious Mystery, holy Incarnate One, abiding Comforter, ☩ bless you 

with endless grace, peace, and joy. 

C Amen. 

SENDING SONG 

 



  

15 

 

Please be seated. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

DISMISSAL 

P Glory to God in the highest! 

C And peace to God’s people on earth! 

P Go in joy. Embody God’s redeeming grace. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

IF YOU ARE VISITING TODAY: Thank you for joining us at Burke for worship 
and fellowship! Please sign a card in the pew and/or the visitor book in the narthex.  

 
INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE 

We teach that Jesus is truly present in the bread and the wine. All are invited to the 
table to share God’s grace. Grape  juice is available in the center of the tray for 

those who desire it, as well as gluten-free wafers.  
  

Please fill out a communion card  
and place it in the offering plate if  

you are communing today. 

  

 

 

OUR STAFF 
 
Pastor       Administrative Secretary 
Bryan Lagerstam     Laura Steig 
309-236-7334      608-244-8486 
Bryan.lagerstam@gmail.com   burkelutheran@att.net 

 

Maintenance Engineer 
Colin Hamrick 
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PRAYERS & CARES  
 

A Nursery (Youth Room) for children under six is located down the hallway near 

the church offices. Activity bags are available in the Narthex for children at 

worship.  

Our Prayer List: Contact the church office with prayer concerns. Unless 

otherwise advised, names remain on our list for four weeks. 

Family and Friends of Mary Brantmeyer 

Lisa Thompson Mark Gehrke Tim Lothe 

Bill Schmidt Paul Fritz Diane Wendt 

Shannon Schlimgen Diane Moore Roger Kittleson 

Tom Hughes Richard Riggleman Sonja Nielsen 
 

 

 

 

 

Congregational Opportunities  
 

QUILTING:  Every Wednesday at 9:00am. 

OWLs: Wednesdays at 1:30pm. 

JAM at NGMLC: Every Wednesday at 6:30pm. 

 
  

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

Bulletin Announcements:  Bulletin deadline is noon on Tuesdays. Send them to 

burkelutheran@att.net or drop them off at the office. 

Hospitalized?:  Please let the hospital staff know you are a member of Burke Lutheran 

Church so we are notified. 
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CALL TO ACTION  
 

January Food Pantry Focus:  “Meals in a Can,” such as soups, stews, chili, 

canned meat (tuna, chicken), canned vegetables, canned fruit, etc. Cans with pop 

tops are especially welcomed. Please place your non-perishable goods in the 

‘Donations’ basket in the entryway and it will be delivered to the pantry.  

Birthday Bags for River Food Pantry. 

List of contents and bags are located in the entryway. 
 

Light of Life & Sunday Bulletin Articles 

If you have news you’d like to see in the Sunday bulletin announcements and/or 

Light of Life newsletter: 

1. Email your submissions to burkelutheran@att.net (please indicate in the 

subject line whether it is for the bulletin, LOL or both), or 

2. Mail to church, 5720 Portage Rd, Madison, WI 53718, or  

3. Turn it into the church office. 

BULLETIN DEADLINE: Noon on Tuesdays LIGHT OF LIFE DEADLINE: 25th 

of the month 
 

Calling all Men; 

MarCh 20-22, 2026 

 

One Year to Live (OYTL) Men’s Event at Lutheran Outdoor Ministry Center 

1834 Illinois Route 2 in Oregon, Illinois (about a 1 1/2 hour drive) 

 

Check out this 2 minute video on YouTube by Pastor Matt Poock from St. John’s 

Lutheran Church in Evansville. 

 

https://youtu.be/xVosynJX2xU 

 

Registration forms are available on the table by the front door. 

Please contact Paul Beckman at 608-279-0744 with questions. 
  

mailto:burkelutheran@tds.net
https://youtu.be/xVosynJX2xU
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THIS WEEK AT BURKE 

  

Tuesday, January 13  Open Forum, 6:15pm 

Council Meeting, 6:30pm 

Wednesday, January 14  Quilting, 9:00am 

Men’s Breakfast, 9:00am 

OWLs, 1:30pm 

JAM, 6:30pm 

Sunday, January 18 Worship, 9:00am 

Annual Meeting, 10:00am 

Cemetery Association Mtg. 

  

 

WORSHIP LEADERS 
 

   January 11 - 9:00am Service  January 18 - 9:00am Service 

Organist/Pianist  Susie Kittel Moore  Gloria Lundquist 

Music Leaders  Dave Wisner 

 Gloria Lundquist 

 Dave Wisner 

 Rick Brandon 

Communion Assistant  Sharon Hughes  David Hanson 

Communion Prep  Jean Schnick  Jeannette Gehrke 

Lay Reader  Cheryl Beckman  Deb Brown 

Usher Team  Steve & Donna Frederick  Roger Kittleson 

 Rick Brandon 

Coffee Hour  Donuts  Donuts 

Counters  Gloria Lundquist 

 Deb Brown 

 Sharon Hughes 

 Jean Schnick 
 

 

 ATTENDANCE LAST WEEK 
Sunday 9:00am Total  36 

 


