
MAY 2025                                         PAGE 1

Globally Recognized  Editor-in-Chief: Azeem A. Quadeer, M.S., P.E.

UPSC Civil Services 

Result 2024: P-21

Singer 
Mohammed Vakil

By the grace of almighty God and with the 
blessings of my teachers and parents, I have 
been honored with the Top Grade Title by 
Prasar Bharati, All India Radio, Delhi.   
With the support and prayers of all of you, I 
became the Mega Final winner of Sa Re Ga 
Ma and had the opportunity to perform play-
back singing in the film Veer Zaara.   
Through your continued blessings, I have 
been awarded the prestigious Hindustan All 
India Radio, Delhi, in the field of Ghazal singing.   
I have been associated with All India Radio Jaipur as a recognized artist 
for the past 33 years.   
I was born into the renowned Jaipur family, and by God’s grace, my musi-
cal journey has enabled me to represent India and bring recognition to 
our country across the world.   
I have had the honor of performing at Indian embassies and being recog-
nized by several esteemed organizations in countries such as the United 
Kingdom, Saudi Arabia, Oman, Lebanon, Kuwait, United Arab Emirates, 
Hong Kong.  
Throughout my career, I have had the privilege of sharing the stage with 
legendary artists including Jagjit Singh ji, Sonu Nigam ji, Shreya Ghoshal, 
Sunidhi Chauhan, Anup Jalota ji, Kavita Krishnamurthy ji, Pandit Ajay 
Chakraborty ji, Hariharan ji, Udit Narayan ji, Pankaj Udhas ji, among oth-
ers.   
I humbly seek your continued blessings and support at all times. 
Kind regards. 
*Mohammed Vakil *

Elon Musk Wants To 
Privatize the Postal Service

P-24

Tesla Rival Launched
P-26

America is dangerously close 
to recession

P-20

Pakistan Prime 
Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif’s YouTube 
channel blocked in India  
amid ongoing tension between the two 
countries following the deadly ter-
rorist attack in Jammu and Kashmir’s 
Pahalgam.
“The content is currently unavailable in this country because of an order 
from the government related to national security or public order. For 
more details about government removal requests, please visit the Google 
Transparency Report,” read a message on the blocked channel.

Tension at India Pakistan border

The United States is stepping up pressure on India and Pakistan to avoid 
conflict in Kashmir after a tourist massacre in an Indian-administered 
area of the divided territory last week.

US Vice President JD Vance  that Washington hopes Pakistan will help 
hunt down the militants behind the attack, who are based in Pakistan-
controlled territory.
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Dr. Abdul Rahiman, MD; 
MPH Physician, Internal 

Medicine
Dallas, TX

Elyas Mohammed        
Charlotte, NC

IPL craze continues with final on May 25
The Indian Premier League (IPL) 
is a professional Twenty20 cricket 
league in India organised by the 
Board of Control for Cricket in 
India (BCCI).[1] Founded in 2007, 
the league features ten state or 
city-based franchise teams.[2] The 
IPL is the most popular and rich-
est cricket league in the world and 
is held between March and May. It 
has an exclusive window in the ICC 
Future Tours Programme, resulting 
in fewer international cricket tours 
occurring during the IPL seasons.
[3] It is also the most viewed sports 
competition in India, as per BAR
Punjab Kings entered the Mega 
Auction with ₹110.5 crore (US$13 
million), the highest purse in IPL 
history.[47] During the auction, 
the record for the most expensive 
player, which was previously held 
by Mitchell Starc at ₹24.75 crore 
(US$2.8 million), was broken twice. 
First, Shreyas Iyer was sold to Pun-
jab for ₹26.75 crore (US$3.1 mil-
lion),[48][49] before Rishabh Pant 
was sold to Lucknow Super Giants 
for ₹27 crore (US$3.1 million
Player retention started on 31 Oc-

tober 2024 with each franchise al-
lowed to retain players ahead of the 
auction.[39] Heinrich Klaasen be-
came the most expensive retained 
player in IPL history, earning ₹23 
crore (US$2.6 million), while Virat 
Kohli became the most expensive 
retained Indian player for ₹21 crore 
(US$2.4 million).
Wiki
The Indian Premier League (IPL) 
2025 promises to be a spectacular 
cricket extravaganza, running from 
March 14 to May 25. Featuring 10 
teams and over 70 
thrilling matches, 
including playoffs 
and the grand finale, 
the tournament will 
be hosted at iconic 
venues like Wankhede 
Stadium, M. Chin-
naswamy Stadium, 
Arun Jaitley Cricket 
Stadium, Eden Gar-
dens, Narendra Modi 
Stadium, and MA 
Chidambaram Sta-
dium.

The competing franchises include 
Chennai Super Kings, Delhi Capi-
tals, Gujarat Titans, Kolkata Knight 
Riders, Lucknow Super Giants, 
Mumbai Indians, Punjab Kings, 
Rajasthan Royals, Sunrisers Hyder-
abad, and Royal Challengers Ben-
galuru. Captains and star players 
from each team are gearing up for 
this marquee event.

The league phase will follow a 
format where each team plays 14 
matches. The playoff structure 

remains unchanged: the top two 
teams compete in Qualifier 1, while 
the third and fourth-placed teams 
face off in the Eliminator. The win-
ner of the Eliminator then plays the 
loser of Qualifier 1 for a chance to 
secure a spot in the final. Stay up-
dated with TOI for official sched-
ules, match timings, and venue 
details as announced by the BCCI 
and IPL governing council.
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Azeezan e Mehfil was held on April 27 in Euless (Dallas)

Imran Pratapgarhi and Lata Haya 
attended Mushaira in Dallas

International Mushaira was held on April 26th 
in Dallas. Event was presided by Iftekhar Shareef 
who came from Chicago. Shawkat Mohammed 
welcomed the Poets. Prominent attendees were 
SyedAkram, Dr Rahman, Noor Amrohi, Sohail 
Zarrar, Shamsa Qureshi, SK Mittal, Shazia Khan, 
Shah Alam Asar, Sheik Ijaz, Mohammed Hameed 
(HSNT), Zameer Mohammed, Ahsan Moham-
med, Azhar Bukhari, Nadeem Mohammed, Amer 
Mirza, Pramod Ji, Bro. Baligh, Azeem Quadeer, 
Brothers Ismail, Zaki, Mobeen, Mateen, JSB, 
Zubair, Iftekhar Ali,  
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Pablanos Piri Piri owner Mr Shakeel bhai surrounded by party hosts Asim 
Monga and Azeem Quadeer 
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North Texas Islamic Councils’ Quarterly Meeting in Frisco
The North Texas Islamic Council (NTIC) convened 
its quarterly meeting this past weekend at the Islamic 
Center of Frisco (ICF), drawing leaders from more 
than 60 Islamic schools, mosques, and Muslim orga-
nizations across the Dallas-Fort Worth (DFW) me-
troplex. According to NTIC officials, the gathering, 
themed “Unity, Wisdom, and Purpose: Our Response 
to the Challenges of Today,” focused on empowering 
the region’s Muslim community through education, 
civic and interfaith engagement, and strategic collective 
action.
A Call for Unity Amid Rising Islamophobia
The meeting comes at a time of heightened concern 
for American Muslims. According to the Council 
on American-Islamic Relations (CAIR), 2024 saw a 
record 8,658 complaints of anti-Muslim and anti-Arab 
incidents in the United States—a 7.4% increase from 
the previous year and the highest number since CAIR 
began tracking such data in 1996. The majority of these 
complaints involved workplace discrimination, im-
migration issues, education, and hate crimes, with the 
ongoing war in Gaza cited as a significant catalyst for 
the surge in Islamophobia.
In his keynote address, NTIC President Mujeeb Kazi 
addressed these challenges, urging the DFW Muslim 
community to respond with resilience, knowledge, 
and unity. “Islamophobia is real. Whether it comes 
through biased media narratives, unjust policies, or 
violent hate crimes, it affects our children, our elderly, 
our mosques, and our identity. But we must remember: 
fear and ignorance are defeated not by silence, but by 
knowledge, engagement, and unity,” Kazi stated, as 
reported by NTIC and corroborated by recent CAIR 
findings.
Embracing the Prophetic Model: Shura and Collective 
Wisdom
Kazi further called on the community to embrace the 
Islamic principle of shura, or consultation, emphasiz-
ing the importance of collective wisdom over isolated 
efforts. “Solo flights may look impressive for a moment, 
but only the united formation reaches the destination. 
When we act as one, we are stronger, more effective, 
and more respected,” he said, echoing NTIC’s mission 
to foster collaboration and coordination among its 
member organizations.
This approach reflects a broader trend among Ameri-
can Muslim organizations, which increasingly priori-
tize unity and strategic partnerships to address internal 
and external challenges. The NTIC’s collaborative 
model has been instrumental in organizing large-sc
ale events, such as the historic 61st ISNA Conven-
tion in Dallas, which drew over 21,000 attendees and 
featured sessions on faith, civic engagement, and com-
munity building.
From the Ballot Box to the Boardroom
The meeting significantly emphasised the need for 
increased political engagement and representation. 
NTIC leaders highlighted the importance of support-
ing candidates who reflect the community’s values and 
advocate for their rights during campaign season and 
throughout their terms in office.
“We need representation that reflects our values and 
advocates for our rights—not just during campaign 
season, but after the votes are counted,” said Azhar 
Azeez, former president of the Islamic Society of North 
America (ISNA), as quoted by NTIC and ISNA event 
coverage.
This call to action comes as Muslim and Arab Ameri-
can voters are poised to play a pivotal role in the 2024 
elections. According to a recent CAIR survey, Muslim 
American political affiliations are shifting, with 29.4% 
supporting Kamala Harris, 29.1% favouring Dr. Jill 
Stein, and 11.2% backing Donald Trump. The emer-
gence of the “Uncommitted Movement,” which gar-
nered 700,000 votes nationwide—including 13% of the 
total in Michigan’s Democratic primary—underscores 

these communities’ growing political influence 
and pragmatism.
Education and Interfaith Outreach
Education and interfaith engagement were also 
central themes at the NTIC meeting. Leaders 
stressed the importance of educating fellow 
Americans about Muslims’ contributions as 
law-abiding citizens, professionals, and neigh-
bours. “We are not outsiders. We are part of the 
American fabric. And we must continue telling 
our story in schools, media, boardrooms, and 
public offices,” Kazi urged, echoing a sentiment 
echoed by Muslim leaders nationwide.
The Islamic Center of Frisco hosted the meeting 
and is known for its robust educational and out-
reach programs, including youth mentorship, 
Quranic studies, and interfaith initiatives. Imam 
Salah Mahmoud, the ICF’s religious director, 
actively participates in the NTIC and has been 
recognized for fostering collaboration and unity within 
the broader Muslim community.
Interfaith dialogue remains a cornerstone of NTIC’s 
strategy, with ongoing partnerships and events de-
signed to build bridges with other faith communities. 
The success of such initiatives is evident in the DFW 
area’s diverse and vibrant Muslim community, which 
regularly collaborates with local churches, synagogues, 
and civic organizations to promote mutual understand-
ing and social justice.
Responding to External Challenges
In response to rising Islamophobia and external attacks 
on the community, NTIC leaders emphasized the need 
for strategic, dignified, and intelligent responses. This 
includes coalition-building with other marginalized 
groups, legal advocacy, and public education cam-
paigns.
CAIR’s 2025 Civil Rights Report highlights the trend 
of viewpoint discrimination, particularly against 
those speaking out on issues such as the Gaza conflict. 
“Vigorous public debate, a hallmark of healthy democ-
racy, was replaced by crackdowns on people expressing 
politically disfavoured viewpoints in 2024,” said CAIR 
Research and Advocacy Director Corey Saylor. “For the 
first time in our report’s nearly 30-year history, com-
plaints reported to us were often the result of viewpoint 
discrimination rather than religious identity”.
NTIC’s approach aligns with national efforts to defend 
civil liberties and promote a more inclusive society. The 
council’s recent collaboration with CAIR-Texas DFW 

for interfaith iftars and civic engagement contests dem-
onstrates its commitment to advocacy and coalition-
building.
Amplifying Muslim Contributions and Community 
Development
To sustain the momentum generated by the meeting, 
NTIC announced the formation of a new task force 
dedicated to amplifying the contributions of American 
Muslims and creating sustainable platforms for com-
munity development and visibility. This initiative aims 
to provide resources, mentorship, and opportunities for 
leadership development, particularly among youth and 
underrepresented groups.
The task force will also focus on enhancing the visibil-
ity of Muslim professionals and organizations in public 
life, supporting civic education, and fostering partner-
ships with local government and civil society.
DFW’s Muslim Community in Focus
The Dallas-Fort Worth metroplex is home to one of 
the largest and most diverse Muslim populations in the 
United States, with over 200,000 Muslims and more 
than 60 mosques and Islamic centres. The region has 
become a hub for Islamic education, interfaith dia-
logue, and civic engagement, with organizations like 
NTIC, ICF, and IANT.
ISNA is playing a leading role in community develop-

ment.
Recent events, such as the record-breaking ISNA 
convention and the surge in political activism among 
Muslim and Arab Americans, highlight the com-
munity’s growing influence and resilience. However, 
the challenges posed by rising Islamophobia, political 
polarization, and global conflicts continue to test the 
community’s unity and resolve.
A Vision for Unity and Purposeful Action
As the NTIC meeting concluded, attendees reaffirmed 
their commitment to unity, wisdom, and purposeful 
action. The council’s leaders expressed confidence that, 
through collaboration and strategic engagement, the 
DFW Muslim community can help build a stronger, 
more inclusive society for all Americans and rewrite 
the American Muslim narrative.
“Only the united formation reaches the destination,” 
Kazi reminded the audience, encapsulating the spirit of 
the gathering and the community’s aspirations for the 
future.
The Significance of NTIC’s Approach
The NTIC’s focus on unity, education, and civic 
engagement reflects a broader shift within American 
Muslim communities toward proactive, strategic, and 
collaborative action. By prioritizing shura, interfaith 
outreach, and political participation, NTIC is posi-
tioning the DFW Muslim community as a model for 
resilience and leadership in the face of adversity.
The council’s efforts are particularly significant given 
the current climate of rising Islamophobia and politi-
cal polarization. The record number of discrimination 
complaints reported by CAIR underscores the urgent 
need for community empowerment, legal advocacy, 
and public education.
At the same time, the growing political influence of 
Muslim and Arab Americans—evidenced by the “Un-
committed Movement” and shifting voting patterns—
signals a new era of civic engagement and representa-
tion.
NTIC’s emphasis on strategic endorsements and 
coalition-building will likely have a lasting impact on 
local and national politics.
A Blueprint for the Future
The North Texas Islamic Council’s quarterly meeting at 
the Islamic Center of Frisco is a testament to the power 
of unity, wisdom, and purposeful action. By bring-
ing together leaders from across the DFW metroplex, 
NTIC is fostering a culture of collaboration, resilience, 
and civic responsibility.
As the community looks ahead to future chalenges 
and opportunities, the lessons and initiatives emerg-
ing from this gathering offer a blueprint for building a 
stronger, more inclusive society—one in which Ameri-
can Muslims are recognized not as outsiders, but as 
integral contributors to the nation’s fabric.
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Medical Beds, wheel Chairs and 
other equipment loaned FREE to 
underprivileged people in 
Hyderabad, India
You use it until you are free of illness
Contact: 
Mr. Ateeq 995 120 7710 (Hyd)
Mr. Azeem: WA# 00 1219 588 1538

Offers
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Allahka Fazal
Muhammad Imran Tahir
Mohamed G Lata
Ash Deiri-Terek Kadowr
DjRoy Roy
Ayman Jaber / Said Motawea
Stephen S Adkins
Shy Khan
Kamran Khan
Rachana S
Jiaa Jabbar
Vikash Rungta
Parvathi Gangireddy/Shanker 
Mareddy
Shaihla Umar / Alim Akhtar / 
Rameez Kaukab
Zameer Mohammed
Manuel Tilca
Mohd Tabrase / Sanjay Rao / 
Mir Amjed Ali

Bobby Panuganti/ Seema Ti-
wari/Anil Savarapu
Manoj Kumar Govindan
Maruf Alam Show
Ganesh Kar/Tijendra Kumar
Hitesh Gandhi
Narayan Mahajan
Mubashir Faruqi / Samad Rafe 
/ Zameer Mohammed
Deepak Kaithakkapuzha
Javaria Jabeen
Anjali Desai/Bhavini Sreeniv-
asan/Megha Vyas
Ali Siraj/Kamran Siddiqui
Moe Khdier
Shaw Memmon
Sadia Khan/Kami Jee
Nazia Khan/ Sajjad Fecto
Prince Patel
danyal Khan / Umar Khalid/
Zeshan Ahmed
Sohni Rahim/Awais Iqbal/Ma-
jid Khan
DB Dulhania Shy Khan
Deeja Isaac / Prabhot Gill / 
Sunny Chopra
Nirav Ghunchala- Navpreet 
Kaur kang
Nimish Pathak/Vinod Kali
Shazia Saleem
Shradha Balakrishna/Zeshan 
Hussein/Kavita, Sreedhar
Shy Khan
Qusai Rasheed

Rizwan Elahi- Soaib Ummar-
Israr Ahmad
RIZWAN Elahi
Kashmir Virk/Jasbir S Sethi
Mohamoud Egal
Mohsin Choudhry / Sana Ch
Shakir Bhai
Pervaiz Bhatti / Uzma Sabir / 
Fatimah Hoque
Idrees Hadi
Rosy Dodd
Farhath Hussain
Jacob Thomas
Sangeeta Malik
Imrana Begg/Raza Bagg/ Aye-
sha Hussain
Inamullah Khan Sherwani
Sami Khan
Inam Bokhari / Aatirah Ha-
meed
Altaf Bukhari / Faisal Saiyed
Anwer Nawaab/Mohammed 
Imran Ali/Taher Bin Jaffar
Mamta Sahta-vick Sahota
Rafia Omair/Rizzi Butt/Omair 
Hashmi
Imran Ali
Sajid Siddiqui / Zeba Salman
Raj Mehta/ Nigam Mehta
Manjeet Singh
Indian Community San Diago
Bibhasha Ojha-Rohan Raj
Seema Garg
Kalpesh Soni
Nishu Vasireddy/ Venu Red-
dyManyam/Kishore Ramaraju

Nisse Packianathan Jaya Ku-
mar/Victor Samuel Nathan
Jagdeep Nayyar
Sanjeev Saini
Sunny Singh
Rani Goldy Singh
Noman Sadiq-Vikrant Kumar

Anup Puthenveedu
Preeti Malik Arora / Yogshri 
Jetan Arora
Prasad Royal / Ramadevi Arza
Shahid Amin
Krishna Puttaparthi-Anu 
benakatti
Mohin uddin Mohammad
Shiby Roy/Ginsmon Zacharia/
Anil, Mathew
Sailaja Mantripragada-swapna 

Kiran- Priya Mota
Swapna Kiran / Priya Mota
Nusrath Mehdi Khan / Fouzia 
Zahoor
Ishfaq Khan / Boxer Bhai
Boxer Bhai
Mohammed Alsabah / Mo-
hammad Farhan
Ashfaq Hussain Syed/Aiman 
Beg/ Aadil Farid
Clay Chip Smith

Deepak Kumar

Vlad Kulpinski
 Rana Rao-Pradeep Bharudkar
Wasi Rabbani / Suleman Mo-
hammed
Syed Shoaib Ahmed
Bibi Khan/ Mohammad Im-
ran Tahir
Faheem Hayat
Mammatha Vamshi
Munir Pervaiz/Nasreen 
rrvaiz/ Iftekhar Ahmed
Sunny Khehra
Muhammad Akram Ismail/
Sonia Omer
Muhammad Ismail / Sonia 

Omer
Pomil Singh/Manan singh 
Katohara
Balvanth Reddy
Mohd Tabrase
Eileen Riddle / Lupe Domin-
guez
Mohd Jabbar
Venu Gopal Reddy / Gopi 
Krishna
Asif Alikhan
Areedo Ayad
Khawaja Ashraf
Shweta Dhawan
Jude Miranda -Mohammed 
Arif
Ali Khan
Syed Adeeb
Shakeel Khaleel Baig

Zahid Imran / Nadeem 
Ahmed Bajwa / Muhammad 
Iqbal
Murali Talluri
Gaurav Singla
Noreen Gilani / Marriam 
Tahir

We would like to Thank these 
Admins of FaceBook Groups who 
let us to post Asia Times in their 

Groups 
If we missed you please contact us
mdmukhtarali2001@gmail.com 

EditorAsiaTimes@gmail.com
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At international Mushaira in Dallas , TX , seen with Iftekhar Shareef is Shri Imran Pratapgarhi poet & Member of parliament, Government of India . 
Also seen is Noor Amrohi poet , Lata Haya poet and others

Bhailal patel of Desi Talk Weekly presenting com-
munity service and philanthropy award to Iftekhar 
Shareef

In Dallas with Azeem Quadeer Editor-in-Chief, Asia Times and 
Shawkat Mohammed, New York Life

Some pics with Iftekhar shareef at an event at India hub hosted by Asif Saleem
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From Pervez 
Malik: 
Full house Pro-
gram at AARA 
CAFE today 
thank you to 
Shikha Tandon, 
Shaheen Lali-
wala, Syed Sira-
juddin, Ateeq 
ur Rehman for 
wonderful sing-
ing and super 
sound by Shokat 
Kanchwala. We 
all had a good 
time.

Ashfaq Syed Elected to Naperville City Council, 
Thanks Community for Unprecedented Support

Naperville, IL – Ash-
faq Syed has been 
elected to serve on 
the Naperville City 
Council, becom-
ing the first Indian 
American to do so 
and ushering in a new 
chapter of inclusive, 
community-centered 
leadership. His win 
marks the culmina-
tion of a grassroots 
campaign fueled 
by hundreds of 
neighbors, dozens 
of volunteers, and 
a broad coalition of 
supporters committed 
to moving Naperville 
forward
“I am deeply hon-
ored and humbled by 
the trust the people 
of Naperville have 
placed in me,” said 
Syed on election night. 
“This victory belongs 
to all of us—every vol-
unteer who knocked 
on doors, every sup-
porter who donated, 
every resident who 
believed in the prom-
ise of a city that works 
for everyone.”

Syed’s campaign 
focused on priorities 
that resonated with 
voters across Naper-
ville, including sus-
tainable development, 
environmental stew-
ardship, transparent 
governance, economic 
resilience, and invest-

ing in public safety 
and city services. 
As President of the 
Naperville Public 
Library Board and a 
longtime advocate for 
local nonprofits like 
Loaves & Fishes and 
360 Youth Services, 
Syed brought a record 
of thoughtful, results-
driven leadership to 
the race.

 “This campaign was 
about building a Na-
perville that honors its 
values and embraces 
its future. I’m eager 
to get to work with 
my colleagues on the 
Council to implement 
our shared vision—

and to listen, engage, 
and lead with integ-
rity,” Syed added.

 He also took time to 
thank outgoing coun-
cil members and all 
those who have served 
the city before him. “I 
stand on the shoulders 
of those who have led 
Naperville with dedi-
cation. I’m grateful for 
their service and look 
forward to working in 
that same spirit.”

Syed will be sworn on 
May 4th, 2025

Team Ashfaq Syed

I had the pleasure of 
being honored with 
the Early Childhood 
Champion award from 
the Early Childhood 
Collaborative and Jew-
ish United Fund this 
weekend.
I will continue to work 
to ensure our youth and 
families have access 
to a quality, affordable 
education in their own 
backyard. Thank you 
to all those who recog-
nized me for this award!

-IL State Senator Ram 
Villivalam

Mukarrum & 
Friends  
hosted  
Imran Pratapgarhi Billiards (Pool 
Table) Tournament  
 
An exciting event of our Dynamic 
Leader & Poet  

Imran Pratapgarhi  
Billiards Tournament to be held in 
Chicago  
 
Date: April 30th 2025 
Time:  8:00 PM 
Location: 2400 West Devon 
Chicago
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Dallas Rider Saad Sindhu Dies in Tragic 
Full Throttle Crash

On April 21, 2025, Saad Sindhu joined a group 
ride departing from Full Throttle Dallas, a hub 
for riders chasing freedom on two wheels. Min-
utes into the journey, chaos erupted.

Witnesses describe a sudden tire blowout on 
Saad’s motorcycle, triggering a chain-reaction 
crash on I-35W near Heritage Trace Parkway. 
Eleven emergency vehicles raced to the scene, 
where flames engulfed bikes, and riders lay scat-
tered across the asphalt.
Seventeen were injured—four critically—in one 
of DFW’s worst motorcycle accidents this year. 
The incident left the tight-knit riding commu-
nity reeling, asking: How could this happen to 
one of our own?

Crash Details & Official Word
While official reports remain pending, pre-
liminary details paint a grim picture. The crash 
occurred around 9:00 PM during a high-speed 
group ride, a common yet risky tradition among 
enthusiasts.

Dallas PD confirmed mechanical failure (tire 
blowout) as the catalyst, compounded by close 
riding distances. However, critical questions 
linger: Was speed a factor? Were riders trained 
for group dynamics? Authorities urge patience 
as NHTSA investigators reconstruct the scene, 
analyze vehicle debris, and interview survi-
vors—a process that could take months.

Who Was Saad Sindhu?
Saad Sindhu wasn’t just a rider; he was a fixture 
at Dallas bike nights and charity rides. Friends 
recall his 2018 Harley Street Glide, meticulously 

maintained, and his knack for rallying riders for 
causes like St. Jude Children’s Hospital.

A software engineer by day, Saad found solace 
on winding Texas backroads. “He lived for the 
brotherhood of riding,” says Marco Torres, a 
fellow Full Throttle regular. “If your bike broke 
down, Saad was there with a toolkit and a joke.” 
His sudden loss leaves a void no chrome or 
leather can fill.

How Riders Are Paying Tribute
The DFW motorcycle community has respond-
ed with raw solidarity. A candlelight vigil at 
Strokers Dallas drew hundreds, while #RideFor-
Saad trended locally, flooding social media with 
stories of his generosity.

Full Throttle Dallas announced a memorial ride 
on May 15, with proceeds benefiting the Fallen 
Riders Foundation, a nonprofit covering funeral 
costs for crash victims. Meanwhile, the Patriot 
Guard Riders—a group honoring fallen service 
members—volunteered to escort Saad’s family 
to his final resting place, a gesture echoing his 
commitment to service.

Inside the Investigation
Motorcycle crash probes are meticulous. Per 
NHTSA protocols, investigators will:

Map the scene: Measure skid marks, debris 
fields, and impact points.
Inspect vehicles: Assess tire integrity, brake sys-
tems, and potential recalls.
Review rider history: Check licensing status 
(34% of fatal crashes involve unlicensed riders) 

and training records.
Analyze toxicology: Rule out impairment, 
though friends insist Saad rode sober.
Final reports may take 6–12 months, but pre-
liminary findings could surface sooner via Dal-
las PD’s Open Records portal.

Gear & Techniques That Save Lives
Saad’s crash has reignited debates over rider 
safety. Here’s what experts urge:

Helmets matter: DOT-approved helmets reduce 
fatal head injuries by 42%. Yet 39% of riders 
killed in 2023 weren’t wearing one.
Layer up: Armored jackets and gloves prevent 
road rash. MSF courses mandate full-finger 
gloves—Saad’s signature gear.
Train beyond basics: Advanced MSF courses 
teach swerving and emergency braking—skills 
critical for group rides.
Posted by Aditya Addy | Apr 22, 2025
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Donald Trump went after one of America’s top law firms. 
Its decision to fight back took just two hours.

When President Donald Trump issued an 
executive order this month targeting Susman 
Godfrey, one of the nation’s preeminent law 
firms, the way forward was clear.
The order came as a “total bolt from the blue,” 
one lawyer representing the firm said later dur-
ing a court hearing. No one at Susman Godfrey 
spoke with the White House about cutting a 
deal, according to two people familiar with the 
matter.The firm was ready to fight
The partners unanimously agreed the firm 
would sue the United States government to 
block the executive order within two hours of 
reviewing it, the two people said.
In Trump’s political campaign against Big Law, 
nine firms have struck deals with the president, 
collectively promising $940 million in pro bono 
work. Four — Perkins Coie, Jenner & Block, 
WilmerHale, and Susman Godfrey — opted to 
fight the administration in court.
So far, there is little evidence those four firms 
have suffered serious consequences for choos-
ing to fight.In each of the four lawsuits, federal 
judges quickly blocked the most consequential 
elements from each executive order and signaled 
they would later rule in favor of the law firms.
The judge’s swift order headed off potential 
damage to Jenner & Block, according to a source 
familiar with the matter. Forty percent of the 
firm’s revenue is from companies with govern-
ment contracts, it said in its lawsuit. While 
clients were nervous, only one, which it had 
represented on a pro bono basis, cut ties, the 
source said.The Wall Street Journal reported that 
Perkins Coie’s biggest clients, including Amazon 
and Boeing, are sticking with the firm, although 
it lost some work from Honeywell. William 
Malley, the firm’s managing partner, told The 
American Lawyer that he sees “momentum” in 
business this year after the firm’s average profit 
per equity partner grew by nearly 16% in 2024.
It’s not clear whether WilmerHale or Susman 
Godfrey lost any clients. Both said in court fil-
ings that Trump’s executive orders would harm 
their businesses, but they did not provide any 
examples of clients leaving or refusing to do 
business.Trump is getting hammered in court
In court, the law firms fighting back are win-
ning.They have argued that the executive orders 
violate the Constitution and are textbook exam-
ples of the government illegally targeting people 
and companies over their speech and violating 
their clients’ right to counsel
The executive orders say the law firms run dis-
criminatory DEI programs and that some of 
them pose national security threats because they 
employed lawyers who previously investigated 
Trump.Justice Department lawyers argued that 
Trump’s powers are too broad for a judge to 
block the orders, and that the judicial branch 
can’t even force the White House to explain 
itself.In a hearing on April 23, US District Judge 
Beryl Howell, who is overseeing Perkins Coie’s 
case, appeared incredulous at the government’s 
arguments. She subjected Richard Lawson, a 
Justice Department lawyer, to a barrage of often 

sarcastic questions about the scope of the execu-
tive order, brushing aside some of his positions 
as “hyper-technical legal arguments that may 
have no merit.”On the docket, meanwhile, the 
administration is outgunned.The two lawyers 
representing the government are Chad Mizelle, 
US Attorney General Pam Bondi’s chief of staff, 
who worked in the first Trump administration 
and at a pair of elite law firms, and Lawson, who 
joined the Justice Department after a stint at a 
conservative nonprofit founded by Trump aide 
Stephen Miller.Two other career Justice Depart-
ment officials previously working on the Perkins 
Coie case dropped out, one to retire.Repre-
sentatives for the Justice Department didn’t 
respond to a request for comment.The firms 
suing the government are working with legal 
heavyweights. Perkins Coie picked Williams & 
Connolly; Cooley LLP is representing Jenner 
& Block; the conservative legal superstar Paul 
Clement is representing WilmerHale; and Sus-
man Godfrey hired Munger Tolles, the elite law 
firm that organized an earlier legal brief arguing 
against Trump’s executive orders.
Each lawsuit has also attracted a wide range of 
amicus briefs — supportive legal arguments — 
from law professors, former judges, bar associa-
tions, press freedom advocates, and others.
“You’re a bit outmanned here,” Judge Loren 
AliKhan quipped at Lawson when he showed 
up alone to a hearing in Susman Godfrey’s case 
earlier this month.The firms that made deals 
with the White House — Paul Weiss, Skadden, 
Milbank, Willkie Farr, Cadwalader, Kirkland 
& Ellis, A&O Shearman, Simpson Thacher, 
and Latham & Watkins — are in Trump’s good 
graces for now.Their agreements may not be 
stable, though, and the terms of each deal 
remain vague. It’s also unclear whether there 
are more detailed underlying agreements that 
spell out each firm’s responsibilities. If any firm 
challenges the Trump administration in court 
or picks up a client Trump objects to, he could 
issue a new executive order.“If he has a differ-
ent interpretation than the firms, he can bring 
them in line by issuing an executive order,” Nate 
Eimer, an attorney representing over 800 firms 
opposing the executive orders, said of Trump. 
Firms that settled, he said, “put themselves in a 
very, very difficult position.”The White House 
has not answered questions about whether non-
public agreements exist. None of the firms that 
made deals responded to requests for comment. 
Representatives for WilmerHale declined 
to comment. Perkins Coie did not respond to 
requests for comment.Will the deals last?
Trump’s executive orders could have revoked 
each firm’s government contracts and lawyers’ 
security clearances. They also could have barred 
firm employees from government buildings, and 
Judge AliKhan said Trump’s order meant the 
lawyers would not be able to enter courthouses 
or post offices.Brad Karp, the chairman of Paul 
Weiss, the first firm Trump targeted, described 
the executive order as an “existential crisis” 
that “could easily have destroyed our firm” in 

an inter-
nal memo 
explain-
ing why he 
chose to 
strike a deal 
with the 
president.
Trump has 
openly mused about using the law firms for 
various purposes. In a televised Cabinet meeting 
a week after he announced sweeping tariffs, he 
said they could negotiate trade deals.Mike How-
ell, who runs The Oversight Project, a group 
spun out of the conservative Heritage Founda-
tion, sent letters to many law firms — including 
some Trump hasn’t targeted — asking them to 
devote $10 million worth of time to help litigate 
freedom of information lawsuits against agen-
cies in “blue states.”“I’m dealing at my level with 
the managing partners, some of whom have re-
sponded very quickly,” Howell said. “Some have 
said, in the nicest way possible, ‘Buzz off.’”
An atmosphere of fearThe decisions to fight or 
cut a deal have opened enormous rifts within 
the legal profession.Divisions have emerged 
between litigators and dealmakers, between 
equity-holding partners and idealistic associates, 
and between big firms with centralized decision-
making processes and more democratic small 
partnerships.“Paul Weiss — if they hadn’t caved, 
we might’ve had a chance,” Sean Burke, a legal 
headhunter with Whistler Partners, said. “It was 
like the straw that broke the camel’s back before 
it even started.”The leader of Paul Weiss’ pro 
bono practice quit, although he said his career 
change had been in the works for months. A 
top government contracts lawyer at Perkins 
Coie moved to a different firm. Several associ-
ates at firms that signed deals quit and blasted 
their employers on LinkedIn.Some lawyers left 
more quietly. “I’m the primary breadwinner of 
my family,” said one who left a firm that made 
a deal with Trump. “I don’t have generational 
wealth to fall back on. I’m not one of these who 
can set myself on fire and leave.” Big Law’s deals 
cast a chill in the upper echelons of the legal 
profession, said a former federal prosecutor in 
the US Attorney’s Office in the Southern District 
of New York, whose former colleagues fill the 
ranks of Big Law partnerships.Privately, some 
Big Law partners have expressed pride in their 
own firms for fighting, the former prosecutor 
said. Others who understand why firms made deals are still 
unhappy.“Everybody’s scared, period,” this person said. “Not of 
each other, but in general. There’s just this culture of fear that 
I’ve never seen in Big Law.”Companies’ in-house lawyers are also 
nervous. They want to make sure their outside counsel is willing 
to fight the government if necessary. One lawyer working in a 
company’s general counsel office told Business Insider that her 
company’s advisors at a law firm that made a deal with Trump 
said it was necessary to hold onto influence with regulators.
“It just feels very cynical,” said the in-house lawyer, who wants to 
redirect work to other firms. “I don’t feel comfortable, if you’re 
going to cave in front of the government, that you’re going to 
represent me in front of the government.”
Yahoo/News Jack Newsham,Jacob Shamsian
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Robert Kiyosaki warns of a ‘Greater Depression’ coming to the US — 
but points at 2 ‘easy-money’ assets

In light of President Donald Trump’s sweeping 
tariffs and the uncertainty surrounding them, 
many experts are warning that America may be 
headed for a recession. But according to Rich 
Dad Poor Dad author Robert Kiyosaki, some-
thing far worse is looming.
“In 2025 credit card debt is at all time highs. 
U.S. debt is at all time highs. Unemployment 
is rising. 401(k)’s are losing,” he wrote in an X 
post on April 18. “U.S.A. may be heading for a 
GREATER DEPRESSION.”
According to the Federal Reserve Bank of New 
York, Americans now owe a record $1.21 tril-
lion on their credit cards. The U.S. National debt 
has climbed to $36.22 trillion. Meanwhile, the 
unemployment rate ticked up to 4.2% in March, 
and retirees are watching their 401(k)s shrink 
amid ongoing market volatility.
Don’t miss
I’m 49 years old and have nothing saved for 
retirement — what should I do? Don’t panic. 
Here are 5 of the easiest ways you can catch up 
(and fast)
Thanks to Jeff Bezos, you can now become a 
landlord for as little as $100 — and no, you don’t 
have to deal with tenants or fix freezers. Here’s 

how
Nervous about the stock market in 2025? Find 
out how you can access this $1B private real 
estate fund (with as little as $10)
The Great Depression of the 1930s was the worst 
economic crisis in modern history — marked by 
mass unemployment, widespread poverty and a 
collapse in consumer and business confidence. 
But by calling the next downturn a “Greater 
Depression,” Kiyosaki suggests it could be even 
more devastating.
As he put it, “This coming Great Depression will 
cause millions to be poor … and a few who take 
action, may enjoy great wealth and freedom.”
So, what kind of action is he recommending?
“For those who take action today, when the 
crash crashes, those who invest in just one Bit-
coin, or some gold, or silver … You may come 
through this crisis a very rich person,” Kiyosaki 
wrote.
That advice should come as no surprise — Ki-
yosaki has long been a vocal proponent of these 
alternative assets, which he backed by making a 
bold prediction.
“I strongly believe, by 2035, that one Bitcoin will 
be over $1 million. Gold will be $30K and silver 

$3,000 a coin,” he wrote.
Let’s take a closer look at the assets he’s champi-
oning.
Precious metals
Kiyosaki’s endorsement of gold and silver is 
nothing new — he’s been advocating for pre-
cious metals for decades.
Back in October 2023, he wrote on X: “Gold 
will soon break through $2,100 and then take 
off. You will wish you had bought gold below 
$2,000. Next stop, gold $3,700.”
Gold prices surged in 2024 and have continued 
to climb through 2025, now trading around 
$3,300 per ounce.
Yahoo/Finance Jing Pan

Elon Musk’s Cybertruck Gets More Bad News
Elon Musk’s Cybertruck may have 
the hype, but a new electric pickup 
from Slate Auto, a Michigan-based 
EV startup backed by Jeff Bezos, is 
drawing attention for a very differ-
ent reason: a price tag that under-
cuts just about everything on the 
market.

Slate CEO Chris Barman, a for-
mer Fiat Chrysler executive, says 
her company’s no-frills electric 
truck will start at 
$25,000—and could 
dip below $20,000 
with federal tax 
credits. That’s less 
than half the aver-
age cost of a new 
EV in the U.S., 
which currently 
hovers around 
$59,000.
“We went system by system, cut-
ting costs while keeping safety and 
reliability,” Barman said. The re-
sult? A basic truck with 150 miles 
of range, crank windows, no radio, 
and a laser focus on affordability.

It’s a direct contrast to Tesla’s Cy-
bertruck, which launched to much 
fanfare but has faced ongoing pro-
duction delays, recalls, and a price 
tag north of $80,000 for its top-tier 
models. Musk has long teased a 
$25,000 Tesla, but the company 

hasn’t delivered one yet.
Slate’s approach feels grounded in 
real-world utility. Its “blank slate” 
model lets buyers add features 
like infotainment systems, power 
windows, or even convert the truck 
into an SUV—whenever they can 
afford it. The DIY upgrades are 
part of a broader shift in how con-
sumers interact with their vehicles.

“There’s a massive population that 

just needs safe, reliable transporta-
tion,” Barman said. “We’re giving 
them freedom—not just in how 
they drive, but how they build their 
vehicle over time.”

Slate says customer deliveries will 
begin in late 2026, and it hopes to 
manufacture the trucks in a re-
vitalized facility in the Midwest. 
Reservations are open now with a 
refundable $50 deposit.
Yahoo/Finance Rachel Dillin

Reliance Industries has announced the appointment of Anant Ambani as 
Executive Director for a five-year term starting May 1, 2025. This strate-
gic move signals the company’s strong commitment to succession plan-
ning and future growth. Anant Ambani has been actively spearheading 
Reliance’s initiatives in new energy, green hydrogen, and sustainability, 
positioning the group for a greener future. His appointment comes as 
Isha Ambani and Akash Ambani continue to lead the retail and telecom 
divisions, respectively. With this transition, Reliance Industries is prepar-
ing the next generation of leadership to drive innovation, expansion, and 
long-term success across its diverse business sectors.
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Tesla is in worse shape than you think
Things are undoubtedly bad at Tesla (TSLA). 
Its sales are dwindling. Its profits are plunging, 
as is its share price. There are regular protests 
outside its showrooms. The Cybertruck is a 
flop. And somehow, it’s actually a lot worse 
than that.
The 71% drop in net income it just reported 
may have been overshadowed by CEO Elon 
Musk’s announcement that he would be step-
ping back from his controversial duties at 
the Department of Government Efficiency 
(DOGE). But that drop is just one indication 
of serious financial sickness at the EV maker, 
problems brought on by falling sales for the 
first time in its history and falling prices for 
electric vehicles.
The bottom line problem at Tesla is its van-
ishing bottom line. A deeper look at its first 
quarter report shows it’s now losing money on 
what should be its ostensible reason for exis-
tence – selling cars.
It was only able to post a $409 million profit in 
the quarter thanks to the sale of $595 million 
worth of regulatory credits to other automak-
ers.
But if the Trump administration gets its way, 
the company can kiss those regulatory credits 
keeping it in the black goodbye, too.
It also faces possible rising costs due to the 
tariffs that the Trump administration is weigh-
ing on imported auto parts, which even Musk 
has said could be significant, albeit less so than 
at some competitor.
Sales are falling partly due to rising competi-
tion from other automakers’ EV offerings, 
especially in China. Tesla’s sales are falling in 
both Europe and China even as overall EV 
sales increase in those key markets. It’s about 
to lose its long-held title of the world’s largest 
seller of electric vehicles to Chinese automaker 
BYD (1211.HK, BYDDF, BYDDY).
But Tesla is also being hurt by Musk’s political 
activities, from leading the effort to drastically 
slash the federal government to supporting 
far-right parties around the world, like Germa-
ny’s AfD. Even some of its fans on Wall Street 
believe the brand damage could be lasting, 
despite Musk’s claim that he intends to step 
back from DOGE.
Musk: Tesla not on ‘ragged edge of death’Musk 
dismisses the idea that the company is in any 
serious financial distress.
“We’ve gone through many a crisis over the 
years and actually been… on the ragged edge 
of death – at least, maybe a dozen times,” he 
told investors on the conference call Tuesday. 
“This is not one of those times. We’re not on 
the ragged edge of death, not even close. There 
are some challenges and I expect that this year 
will be probably be some unexpected bumps 
this year but I remain extremely optimistic 
about the future of the company.”
But what was not discussed on the call was the 
fact that the Trump administration wants to 

get rid of the federal emission rules that favor 
automakers that sell EVs.
It also wants to end the right of California and 
eight other states to demand tougher emis-
sions regulations than the federal standards 
that would ban the sale of gasoline-powered 
vehicles by 2035. Without tough emissions 
rules at the federal and state level, there would 
be no regulatory credit sales.
The sale of those federal and state credits has 
been quite lucrative for Tesla, bringing in $8.4 
billion in revenue since the start of 2021 alone, 
money that basically went straight to its bot-
tom line.
For much of its history Tesla depended on 
the sales of those credits because it was losing 
money on its cars and solar energy products. 
But since the second quarter of 2021, it had 
been profitable every quarter even without the 
credit sales – until the most recent quarter, 
that is.
Profit margins shrivel
A key product margin is also shrinking. In the 
first quarter, that measure, the gross automo-
tive profit margin, excludes not only regula-
tory credit sales but many other expenses. The 
margin was 12.5% in the most recent quarter, 
down from a high of 30% in the first quarter of 
2022.
The last time Tesla had a profit margin that 
low was in early 2012, according to research 
from Morgan Stanley, back when the company 
was just getting started and selling only 5,600 
cars a year, or nearly what it sold every day, on 
average, last year.
The 30% profit margin in 2022 had made it 
the nation’s most profitable automaker, even 
though it still sold a fraction of the vehicles 
sold by General Motors, Ford or Stellantis.
Between the combination of healthy profits 
and Tesla’s sales growth of between 37% and 
87% a year, the stock went straight to – as 
Musk is so fond of saying – the moon. That 
made it the most valuable automaker on the 
planet by far, and Musk the richest person.
But sales slammed into reverse last year, mark-
ing its first annual decline in its history. Part of 
that was driven by rising competition from EV 
offerings of other automakers, particularly in 
China, and partly by backlash from some buy-
ers turned off by Musk’s increasingly conserva-
tive and controversial political stances.
Even some of those still bullish on Tesla stock 
believe there has been lasting brand dam-
age, but they believe the company will benefit 
from the introduction of “robotaxis” that will 
provide driverless rides to people using a new 
ride-hailing service Tesla says is about to debut 
in Austin, Texas.
The Department of Transportation appeared 
to give Tesla’s self-driving efforts a lift on 
Thursday as it announced an “automated 
vehicle framework,” which includes “removing 
unnecessary regulatory barriers” and enabling 

commercial deployment of automated ve-
hicles. Investors took that as another sign of 
the Trump administration taking steps to help 
Tesla as its shares rose 10% on Friday. But the 
framework doesn’t ensure its long-promised 
self-driving efforts will be successful.
The promise – and problems – of robotaxis
Musk claims that service, and the introduc-
tion of humanoid robots that he says will be at 
work in Tesla plants later this year, will make 
Tesla worth more than the world’s next five 
most valuable companies combined.
Fans of the stock still believe in the future that 
Musk predicts, even if some are not as opti-
mistic about the timeline.
Gene Munster, managing partner at Deepwa-
ter Asset Management, attributes the thinner 
profit margins partly to reduced sales and 
partly to a $250 million increase in research 
and development.

“It is an ugly year, but they’re kind of doing a 
set up for what should be improvements next 
year,” he said. He agrees with Musk’s vision 
that Tesla is well-positioned to profit from cap-
turing much of the ride-hailing market.

But GM recently dropped its own robotaxi 
offering after concluding “the considerable 
time and resources that would be needed to 
scale the business, along with an increasingly 
competitive robotaxi market” didn’t support 
a business case. Ford also pulled back greatly 
from its own autonomous vehicle development 
efforts after concluding it wouldn’t be profit-
able anytime soon.
“Profitable, fully autonomous vehicles at scale 
are a long way off,” said Ford CEO Jim Farley.

And Musk has been promising Tesla’s robotax-
is were about a year away for at least six years 
now, and even he admits the company has 
not lived up to previous predictions about the 
company’s timeline for its “full self driving” or 
FSD, capabilities.

“I’m the boy who cried FSD,” he said in a call 
with investors in July 2023. And even when 
rolling out his latest plans for robotaxis in 
October, he admitted “I tend to be a little opti-
mistic with time frames.”
Yahoo/Finance Chris Isidore
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Syria group says military chief arrested in UAE
Syrian armed group Jaish al-Islam said its leader 
was arrested upon arrival at Dubai airport sev-
eral days ago as supporters gathered in Damas-
cus to demand his release.

Since 2015, Issam Buwaydani has been head of 
Jaish al-Islam, a group that fought against the 
now-ousted ruler Bashar al-Assad and once 
controlled the Eastern Ghouta area near Da-
mascus.

After Syria’s new authorities announced the 
dissolution of armed groups following Assad’s 
December overthrow, Jaish al-Islam was inte-
grated into the new Syrian forces and Buway-
dani became a defence ministry official.
Two sources close to Buwaydani told AFP that 
he had been arrested Thursday at Dubai airport 
as he was leaving the United Arab Emirates.

Requesting anonymity because the matter is 
sensitive, they said he had entered the UAE on a 
Turkish passport.

“We do not know the reasons for his arrest,” one 
of the sources said, adding that Buwaydani was 
on a private visit to the Gulf country.

“The Syrian government has been in contact 
with the Emirates” but has not received a re-

sponse, the source added.

Jaish al-Islam’s chief military spokesman Hamza 
Bayraqdar on messaging app Telegram appealed 
for “the immediate and unconditional release” 
of Buwaydani, calling him “one of the symbols 
of the Syrian revolution”.
The UAE has not confirmed Buwaydani’s arrest.

Earlier this month the Emirates welcomed 
Syria’s interim President Ahmed al-Sharaa for 
his first official visit to the country.
Sharaa’s Islamist group Hayat Tahrir al-Sham 
(HTS) led the coalition that ousted Assad on 
December 8.

Several dozen people gathered in Damascus’ 
Umayyad Square on Monday to demand Bu-
waydani’s release, urging their government to 
intervene in the matter.

“I am demonstrating here to send a message 
to the UAE and to the new Syrian govern-
ment, and specifically to the foreign minister, to 
demand the release of the heroic leader Issam 
Buwaydani,” Abu Khaled Nassif, one of the pro-
testers, told AFP.
Buwaydani took over Jaish al-Islam after the 
killing of its founder, Zahran Alloush, in 2015.

Activists have blamed Jaish al-Islam for the De-
cember 2013 kidnapping of four human rights 
activists including Syrian lawyer and journalist 
Razan Zeitouneh.

The group, which withdrew to northwest Syria 
after Assad’s forces retook the Ghouta area, has 
denied the allegations.

Since Assad’s overthrow, Buwaydani has ap-
peared next to Sharaa on several occasions.

Former Jaish al-Islam member Majdi Nema 
goes on trial in France this week for alleged in-
volvement in war crimes in Syria between 2013 
and 2016.
Yahoo/News AFP

Mohammed Ayub Ali Khan
Toronto’s well known personality Zaki Ah-
san Sahab passed away today. A cheerful and 
gregarious personality, he maintained his good 
humour till the end as he bravely faced illness. 
He would go out of his way to help and was in-
strumental in raising funds for Canadian Blood 
Services, homeless shelters and other charitable 
causes in India and abroad. 
Originally, from Malakpet, Hyderabad (In-
dia) he came to Canada via Malaysia where he 
started an computer supplies company. He had 
a thriving real estate practice in Mississauga 
where he helped many newcomers with their 
first homes. 
An alumni of the famous Aliyah School in 

Hyderabad, he was the key person behind 
organizing its reunions in Toronto and other 
cities across North America. He was also an 
early member of many Hyderabadi organiza-
tions including Hyderabad Deccan Foundation 
of Canada, Charminar Connections, among 
others. 
I had a chat with him in July when he was in 
pain but did not display any of it in his con-
versations. He joked . He had a joke for every 
occasion and laughed when I once called hom 
‘Shahenshah-e-Zarafat.’ 
May Allah (swt) grant his maghfirah, raise his 
ranks and grant patience to the family.

Intend to marketing
Nilima Prasad Divi, daughter of Hyder-
abad’s wealthiest individual, Dr. Murali 
K. Divi, plays a pivotal role in steering 
Divi’s Laboratories—a pharmaceutical 
giant with a market capitalization of 
approximately ₹1.23 lakh crore . As the 
Whole-Time Director (Commercial), 
she oversees crucial operations, includ-
ing material sourcing, procurement, 
corporate finance, and investor rela-
tions. 
Holding a 20.34% stake in the company 
, Nilima’s influence is significant in the 
firm’s global success, with nearly 90% 

of its annual revenue of $965 million 
(approximately ₹8,049 crore) derived 
from exports . Her academic credentials 
include a Master’s in International Busi-
ness from GITAM Institute of Foreign 
Trade, India, and a Master’s in Interna-
tional Finance from the University of 
Glasgow, UK .  
In May 2024, she made headlines by 
acquiring two luxurious properties in 
Hyderabad’s upscale Jubilee Hills area, 
each spanning over 11,000 square feet 
and costing ₹40 crore, totaling ₹80 crore 
.
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America is dangerously close to the worst kind of recession
I do not envy Federal Reserve Chairman Jerome 
Powell right now.
The 72-year-old former investment banker and 
longtime economic policymaker stands at a precari-
ous crossroads. As the Fed chairman, his job is to 
achieve two goals: price stability and full employ-
ment. Usually, the trade-off between these two aims 
is clear, but these days, Powell has to perform a 
difficult balancing act. On the one hand, he needs 
to keep prices in check as the White House enacts 
dramatic tariffs on our biggest trading partners. On 
the other hand, he has to try to slow the uptick in 
the number of jobless Americans.
How Powell addresses this conundrum will have 
massive effects on the American economy. Get it 
wrong and the US could get stuck in the dreaded 
“stagflation,” a condition in which inflation is taking 
off at the same time the job market is getting weaker. 
It’s nearly impossible to simultaneously address the 
“stag” and the “flation.” Policymakers obviously care 
about both sides of the dual mandate, but given the 
central bank’s blunt tools, equal treatment by the Fed 
isn’t really possible.
This leaves investors in a pickle. Over the past two 
decades, the stock market’s playbook has been fairly 
obvious: Don’t fight the Fed. As the Fed has become 
more willing to step in and backstop the economy, 
it’s gained the power to stem even the harshest stock 
sell-offs. Its track record is impressive, too. Seven 
of the last eight bull markets — when major stock 
indexes rallied at least 20% — started when the Fed 
was cutting rates. Investors eventually picked up on 
this, snatching up stocks as soon as policymakers 
intervened.
But what do you do when even the Fed isn’t sure 
what side it’s on?
So far, Powell and his compatriots at the Fed have 
chosen to do nothing. They’re taking the wait-and-
see approach, hoping that clear trends — or a way 
out of tariff threats — will arise in the coming 
months. I have no answers for this predicament, and 
as I said, I certainly wouldn’t want to be in the chair-
man’s shoes right now. But I do think this moment 
requires us non-Fed members to think differently 
about our own money.
Understanding history is important when we’re talk-
ing about the Fed’s current rock-and-a-hard-place 
situation.
For decades after its creation in 1913, the Fed was 
the invisible hand on Wall Street, guiding interest 
rates through booms and busts without noise or fan-
fare. Central bankers were tasked with ensuring the 
stability of the banking system, with a few unofficial 
projects around keeping prices stable that were more 
extra credit than required homework. The Fed’s job 
changed drastically in the 1970s, though. In an era of 
disco balls and poofy hair, the US economy battled 
one of its toughest tests to date — an inflationary 
shock from a surge in oil prices, and an unemploy-
ment rate as high as 9%. This is the infamous stagfla-
tion crisis, and it was the height of economic misery.
The basic problem with stagflation is that it’s an 
incredibly difficult trap to climb out of. Corporate 
America is suffocated by higher costs and lower 
revenue. Businesses respond by cutting jobs, and 
as many Americans lose their primary source of 
income, they spend even less. Affordability suffers 
when things are getting more expensive, and as 
unemployment rises, people have less bargaining 
power to request raises, making inflation cut even 
deeper. It’s a nasty cycle that feeds on itself.
It also creates a rough situation for the Fed. The 
central bank can try to influence the economy in a 

few ways, but the most important is its power over 
interest rates — the cost for banks, businesses, and 
even average Americans to take out loans. Raising 
interest rates is supposed to address inflation, and in 
scenarios when inflation has been the clear issue, the 
Fed has usually responded that way. But with stagfla-
tion, rate hikes can crush businesses’ profit margins 
and increase Americans’ borrowing costs through 
higher mortgage and auto loan rates. Then, everyone 
spends less money, and the vicious cycle continues.
The Fed took several years to get the 1970s crisis 
under control, with Fed Chairman Paul Volcker 
ultimately delivering the decisive blow through a 
steep and painful period of interest-rate hikes. He 
figured that crushing the “flation” would then give 
the Fed room to deal with the “stag.” Though the Fed 
ultimately emerged stronger, with its dual mandate 
legally enshrined, the period also left deep scars 
on the psyches of central bankers and Wall Street 
economists alike — many of whom are still around 
today. So it’s no surprise that the glaring similarities 
between our current environment and the 1970s pe-
riod have caused quite a bit of consternation. This is 
especially troubling for Powell, who counts Volcker, 
the stagflation slayer, as his central banking hero.
Similar to 50 years ago, an exogenous inflation shock 
is working its way to our wallets, this time through 
tariffs. Dramatic tariffs threaten to boost prices on 
a wide range of products, and like the 1970s, it’s 
unclear how long these higher prices could stick. 
Yale’s Budget Lab estimates this could cost house-
holds $3,800 this year. The president is launching 
this trade war at a time when consumers are already 
in a weakening position: Economic growth projec-
tions from the Atlanta Fed’s GDPNow estimate that 
first-quarter consumer spending stagnated.
The concerns about stagflation are also acute be-
cause the inflation crisis of 2022 looms large in the 
Fed’s mind. One-third of the Fed’s current voting 
members were behind the decision to keep interest 
rates low through 2021 as bond markets sounded 
the alarm over inflation. While Powell and company 
are determined to get it right this time, they are also 
aware of the pickle: Ninety-eight percent of Fed 
members said in March that higher inflation is a 
bigger risk going forward than deflation, while 95% 
cited higher unemployment as the prevailing risk in 
the job market.
For investors, stagflation also presents some nasty 
possibilities. Prices rise and revenue slows. People 
flee the stock market because companies can’t main-
tain profit margins. They also shun bonds because 
fixed income often can’t keep up with the pace of 
price increases. Tangible assets like gold and oil turn 
into safe havens, but even their values are roiled by 
violent changes in supply and demand. You can’t 
find anywhere to hide.
We live in stressful times, so let me offer you some 
comforting words. Reciprocal tariffs have effectively 
frozen consumers and businesses alike. It’s possible 
we’re in a recession right now. But a sudden shock 
could mean some important counterbalances are 
at play. There’s a chance that retailers and factories 
won’t be able to pass along these costs to consumers 
because demand is already sliding.
If prices can’t go up, that could head off any increase 
in the rate of inflation. That dynamic is why actual 
stagflation is rare — as in four quarters in the last 55 
years rare. The “stag” often takes care of the “flation.”
What I do worry about, though, is the Fed’s inability 
to react to economic weakness or surging inflation. 
In an ideal world, the Fed should be able to pro-
actively balance the economy and protect against 

future risks. A year ago, this ideal world was within 
reach. The Fed started lowering interest rates in Sep-
tember, even though unemployment was historically 
low — a nod to a victory over COVID-era inflation. 
The S&P 500 jumped 20% for two consecutive years, 
in part because policymakers were able to effectively 
steer through the rough waters.
This isn’t the case anymore. The Fed is in a reactive 
position. It can’t risk taking action to get ahead of 
potential tariff inflation for fear of hurting the labor 
market, and it can’t provide confidence-boosting 
interest-rate cuts for fear of reignited price hikes. 
Powell’s hands are tied. In the absence of a central 
bank response, Americans could look to the federal 
government to try to ease some of the job market 
concerns. But given that the Trump administration 
is hell-bent on cutting costs and government head-
counts, it’s unlikely that avenue of relief is available.
This isn’t the case anymore. The Fed is in a reactive 
position. It can’t risk taking action to get ahead of 
potential tariff inflation for fear of hurting the labor 
market, and it can’t provide confidence-boosting 
interest-rate cuts for fear of reignited price hikes. 
Powell’s hands are tied. In the absence of a central 
bank response, Americans could look to the federal 
government to try to ease some of the job market 
concerns. But given that the Trump administration 
is hell-bent on cutting costs and government head-
counts, it’s unlikely that avenue of relief is available.
It’s not a stretch to think that markets may be on 
their own to absorb any extreme changes in eco-
nomic conditions. For you, that means potentially 
steeper ups and downs in the stock and bond mar-
kets. We’ve already gotten a taste of that recently, as 
investors were forced to deal with some of the most 
volatile weeks in history for stocks and yields.

As investors, our job is to take measured risks with 
our money to build wealth over time. Many people 
do this best by taking a largely passive approach: 
tossing a set amount of money into the stock market 
on a set schedule, not buying or selling on every Fed 
headline or speaker comment. However, we are hu-
mans, not AI-powered robots. We can’t always keep 
our emotions in check when markets are swinging. 
If the Fed is frozen, we have to take it upon ourselves 
to set an investing plan and do everything we can to 
stick to it.
Fed policy also has a big influence on how we 
experience our lives, even if we’re just casual ob-
servers of market headlines or occasional index 
fund dabblers. The Fed controls affordability 
— do you have cash in a savings account? The 
Fed’s decisions could impact the rate you make 
relative to inflation. Are you in the market for 
a new house? The Fed’s policy could indirectly 
impact long-term interest rates, which feed into 
those sky-high mortgage rates.
You are not powerless in this situation. Stocks are your best 
tool for fighting inflation over time — the S&P 500 has beaten 
inflation in five out of the last seven decades. Many of us can 
afford to take a longer perspective because we’re investing for 
goals decades ahead. While it may look gnarly now, historically, 
the resiliency and overperformance of the American economy 
would suggest that buying US stocks when they are this deep 
into a sell-off will pay off.

We don’t know where the Fed will land yet, or if Powell will slip 
off this nerve-racking policy tightrope. But as we process a lot 
of conflicting and unusual economic forces, remember what’s at 
stake right now. Your buy-the-dip reflex can work in this envi-
ronment, you may just have to wait longer for it to play out.
Yahoo/Finance Callie Cox
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UPSC Civil Services Result 2024: 26 Muslims 
Among Toppers
As many as 26 Muslims figured in the list of 1,009 
candidates who emerged toppers in the Civil Ser-
vices 2024 exams results of which was declared by 
the UPSC Tuesday April 22, 2025
Tuesday April 22, 2025 4:49 PM, ummid.com News 
Network
UPSC Civil Services Result 2024: 26 Muslims 
Among Toppers

UPSC Civil Services Toppers 2024: As many as 26 
Muslims figured in the list of 1,009 candidates who 
emerged toppers in the Civil Services 2024 exams 
result of which was declared by the UPSC Tuesday 
April 22, 2025.

None of the Muslim is in the list of Top 25. The only 
exceptions are Iram Choudhary and Farkhanda 
Qureshi who figured among the Top 100 in the Civil 
Services Merit List released today.

A total of 97 Muslims had cracked the CSE Main 
Exam 2024 and were called for Personal Interviews 
held from January 7 to April 17, 2025.

The success rate of Muslims in UPSC this year is 
2.57% - far less than the last year when more than 50 
Muslims had figured in the UPSC Merit List.

UPSC CSE 2024 - List of Muslim Toppers
40: IRAM CHOUDHARY
67: FARKHANDA QURESHI
131: MOHAMMAD MUNEEB BHAT
142: ADIBA ANAM ASHFAQUE AHEMAD
281: WASIM UR RAHMAN
292: MD NAYAB ANJUM
314: MOHAMMAD HARIS MIR
345: MOHAMMED SHAUKATH AZEEM
417: ALIFA KHAN
429: NADIYA ABDUL RASHEED
442: NAJMA A SALAM
506: SHAKEEL AHMED
553: SHAH MOHD IMRAN MOHD IRFAN
560: MOHAMMAD AFTAB ALAM
585: MOHSINA BANO
594: SAYYED MOHD ARIF MOIN
633: GHULAM HAIDER
643: HASSAN KHAN
660: GHANCHI GAZALA MOHMADHANIF
711: MUHAMMED SALAH T A
742: SADAF MALIK
768: YASSAR AHMED BHATTI
815: JAVED MEV
847: NAZIR AHMAD BIJRAN
993: ARSHAD AZIZ QURESH
998: IQABAL AHMAD

The Union Public Service Commission (UPSC) 
declared the final result of the Civil Services exams 
held in September 2024 and Personal Interviews 
conducted in January/April 2025 today on Tuesday 
April 22.

UPSC Civil Services Toppers
Shakti Dubey has secured the top rank in the UPSC 
Civil Services Examination, followed by Harshita 
Goyal at Rank 2 and Dongre Archit Parag at Rank 3.

A consolidated reserve list of 230 candidates has also 

been maintained, in accordance with Rule 20(4) and 
(5) of the Civil Services Examination Rules, 2024.

The Union Public Service Commission had con-
ducted the Civil Services Main Exam 2024 from 
September 20 to 29, 2024. According to the Civil 
Services Main result announced on December 9, 
2024, around 2,845 candidates had passed the writ-
ten exam and were called for Personal Interviews.

Among the 1,009 candidates selected, 335 belong 
to the General category, 109 to the Economically 
Weaker Sections (EWS), 318 to Other Backward 
Classes (OBC), 160 to Scheduled Castes (SC), 
and 87 to Scheduled Tribes (ST). This includes 45 
candidates with benchmark disabilities across four 
categories.

UPSC Civil Services Result 2024 - Top 25
Shakti Dubey
Harshita Goyal
Dongre Archit Parag
Shah Margi Chirag
Akash Garg
Komal Punia
Aayushi Bansal
Raj Krishna Jha
Aditya Vikram Agarwal
Mayank Tripathi
Mayank Tripathi
Ashi Sharma
Hemant
Abhishek Vashishtha
Banna Venkatesh
Madhav Agarwal
Sanskriti Trivedy
Saumya Mishra
Vibhor Bhardwaj
Trilok Singh
Divyank Gupta
Riya Saini
B Sivachandran
R Rangamanju
Gee Gee A S
The civil services (preliminary) examination, 2024, 
was conducted on June 16 last year. A total of 
9,92,599 candidates applied for this examination, out 
of which 5,83,213 candidates actually appeared in 
the examination.

UPSC CSE Result 2023
In 2023, the UPSC had conducted the Personal 
Interviews in three phases - Phase I from January 02 
to February 16, 2024, Phase II February 19 to March 
15, 2024 with the Phase III of the UPSC Civil Ser-
vices 2023 interviews concluding on April 09, 2024.

The UPSC CSE Result in 2023 was announced on 
April 16, 2024- six days after concluding the inter-
views.

Aditya Srivastava bagged the first rank, Animesh 
Pradhan got the second rank, Donuru Ananya Red-
dy secured the third rank, while Ruhani, Nausheen 
and five others figured in the UPSC Top 10 in 2023.

A look at the 2023 result also showed, more than 50 
Muslims in the Civil Services Merit List.

In 2024, expectations are high for Muslims as some 

97 from the minority community have appeared in 
the Personal Tests and a good number of them are 
expected to be in the final merit list.

In 2022, the UPSC had concluded the Personal In-
terviews of the candidates on May 18, 2023. The CSE 
2023 final result was announced on May 23, 2023 – 
four days after concluding the interviews.

Ishita Kishore was IAS topper in 2022, followed 
by Garima Lohia who got the second rank, Uma 
Harathi secured the third rank, and the fourth rank 
went to Smriti Mishra. A total of 30 Muslims were in 
the Civil Services Merit List.

Performance of Muslims in Civil Services Since 2009
In 2023, a total of 1,016 candidates were recom-
mended by the Union Public Service Commission 
for different Civil Services posts. Of them 51 were 
Muslims.

In 2022, a total number of 933 candidates were 
recommended for IAS, IPS, IFS, IRS and other civil 
services posts. Of them 30 were Muslims.

In 2021, a total of 685 were recommended in theUP-
SC Civil Services 2021 Merit List. Of them, 21 were 
Muslims. This was the worst performance of Muslim 
candidates in a decade.

On ther hand, a total of 31 Muslims had cracked the 
Civil Services Exam (CSE), also known as IAS exam, 
in 2020 when UPSC had recommended 761 candi-
dates for the top CS posts.

In 2019, 42 Muslims had cracked the exam whereas 
in 2018 just 27 Muslims had made it to the final 
result.

The years 2016 and 2017 were the brightest period 
for Muslim candidates. In 2016, 52 Muslims figured 
in the list of successful candidates whereas in 2017 
their tally was 50.

In 2015, 34 Muslims were among the 1,078 candi-
dates recommended by the Union Public Service 
Commission (UPSC) whereas 38 Muslims were in 
the list of total 1,236 candidates in 2014.

In 2013, a total of 34 Muslims had cleared the exam, 
whereas in 2012, 30 Muslims were among the suc-
cessful candidates, four of them were among top 
100.

Similarly in 2012, 30 Muslims were among the suc-
cessful candidates and in 2011, 31 Muslims were 
among the 920 selected for the civil services.

Likewise, in 2010 among the 875 successful candi-
dates 21 were Muslims with Dr. Shah Faisal of Kash-
mir topping the exam at the national level.

In 2009, a total of 31 Muslims were in the list of 791 
successful candidates.

UPSC Civil Services Result 2024: 
26 Muslims Among Toppers
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Important Recall Info That MAY Affect Your Vehicle
U.S. Department of Transportation National High-
way Traffic Safety Administration
Your vehicle MAY be involved in a safety recall and 
MAY create a safety risk for you or your passengers. 
If left unrepaired, a potential safety defect could 
lead to injury or even death. Safety defects must be 
repaired by a dealer at no cost to you.

Why am I getting this email?
You are receiving this message because you request-
ed to be notified by the National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration (NHTSA) if there is a safety 
recall that may affect your vehicle.

The following may apply to one or more of your 
vehicles if your vehicle is listed below. Click on the 
NHTSA Recall ID Number below to read more 
about the safety issue and the reason for the recall.

To find out if your specific passenger vehicle is in-
cluded in the recall, use our VIN Look-up Tool.

NHTSA Recall ID Number : 25V247
Manufacturer : BMW of North America, LLC
Subject : Damaged Front Brake Discs
Make Model Model Years
BMW X3 2025
NHTSA Recall ID Number : 25V248
Manufacturer : Pure Sports Distributing Inc.
Subject : Unstable Idling or Engine Stall from 
TPS Failure
Make Model Model Years
YAMAHA MT-09 2021-2025
YAMAHA MT-09 SP 2021-2025
YAMAHA MT10 2022-2024
YAMAHA MT10 SP 2022-2023, 2025
YAMAHA TRACER 9 GT 2022
YAMAHA XSR900 2022-2024
NHTSA Recall ID Number : 25V250
Manufacturer : Altec Industries, Inc.
Subject : Pedestal and Truck Frame May 
Separate
Make Model Model Years
ALTEC AERIAL DEVICE 2014-2016
NHTSA Recall ID Number : 25V251
Manufacturer : Altec Industries, Inc.
Subject : Unseated Retaining Ring May 
Cause Cylinder Failure
Make Model Model Years
ALTEC DIGGER DERRICK 2024-2025
NHTSA Recall ID Number : 25V253
Manufacturer : Mercedes-Benz USA, LLC
Subject : Loose Seat Belt May Not Restrain 
Occupant Properly
Make Model Model Years
MERCEDES-BENZ AMG C43 2023-2024
MERCEDES-BENZ C 300 2022-2025
NHTSA Recall ID Number : 25V254
Manufacturer : Mercedes-Benz USA, LLC
Subject : Incorrect Stability System Warning 
Light/FMVSS 126

Make Model Model Years
MERCEDES-BENZ AMG G63 2025
MERCEDES-BENZ G 550 2025
MERCEDES-BENZ G 580 2025
NHTSA Recall ID Number : 25V255
Manufacturer : Mercedes-Benz USA, LLC
Subject : Incorrect Fuse Box Installed
Make Model Model Years
MERCEDES-BENZ AMG C43 4MATIC 
2023
MERCEDES-BENZ AMG EQE 53 4MATIC 
2023
MERCEDES-BENZ AMG EQS 53 4MATIC 
2023-2024
MERCEDES-BENZ AMG SL43 2023-2024
MERCEDES-BENZ AMG SL55 4MATIC+ 
2023
MERCEDES-BENZ AMG SL63 4MATIC+ 
2023
MERCEDES-BENZ C 300 2023
MERCEDES-BENZ EQE 350 4MATIC 
2023
MERCEDES-BENZ EQE 500 4MATIC 
2023
MERCEDES-BENZ EQE SUV 350 4MATIC 
2023
MERCEDES-BENZ EQE SUV 500 4MATIC 
2023
MERCEDES-BENZ EQS 450 4MATIC 
2023
MERCEDES-BENZ EQS 450+ 2023
MERCEDES-BENZ EQS 580 4MATIC 
2023
MERCEDES-BENZ EQS SUV 580 4MATIC 
2023
MERCEDES-BENZ GLC 300 2023-2024
MERCEDES-BENZ S 500 4MATIC 2023
MERCEDES-BENZ S 580 4MATIC 2023
MERCEDES-BENZ S 580 E 4MATIC 
2023
MERCEDES-MAYBACH S 680 4MATIC 
2023
NHTSA Recall ID Number : 25V256
Manufacturer : Mack Trucks, Inc.
Subject : Idler Gear May Detach Causing 
Engine Stall
Make Model Model Years
MACK ANTHEM (AN) 2025
NHTSA Recall ID Number : 25V257
Manufacturer : Volvo Trucks North America
Subject : Idler Gear May Detach Causing 
Engine Stall
Make Model Model Years
VOLVO NEW VN 2025
VOLVO VN 2022-2025
NHTSA Recall ID Number : 25V258
Manufacturer : Autocar, LLC
Subject : Misrouted Alternator Ground 
Cable May Start Fire
Make Model Model Years
AUTOCAR XSPOTTER 2023-2024

NHTSA Recall ID Number : 25V259
Manufacturer : Honda (American Honda Motor 
Co.)
Subject : Vehicle Lighting Failure
Make Model Model Years
ACURA MDX 2014-2020
NHTSA Recall ID Number : 25V260
Manufacturer : Ford Motor Company
Subject : Loss of Steering from Front Control 
Arm Separation
Make Model Model Years
FORD BRONCO 2025
NHTSA Recall ID Number : 25V261
Manufacturer : Motiv Power Systems
Subject : Electrical Short Can Cause Loss of 
Drive Power
Make Model Model Years
MOTIV F-53 CHASSIS 2020-2023
MOTIV F-59 CHASSIS 2020-2023
NHTSA Recall ID Number : 25V262
Manufacturer : Motiv Power Systems
Subject : Electrical Short Can Cause Loss of 
Drive Power
Make Model Model Years
MOTIV F-59 SCHOOL BUS 2020
NHTSA Recall ID Number : 25V263
Manufacturer : Forest River, Inc.
Subject : Slide-room Floor May Not Properly 
Retain Seat Belt
Make Model Model Years
EAST TO WEST BRAVADO 2025
NHTSA Recall ID Number : 25V264
Manufacturer : Forest River, Inc.
Subject : Wiring Missing Circuit Protection
Make Model Model Years
COACHMEN CATALINA 2024-2025
FOREST RIVER AURORA 2024-2025
NHTSA Recall ID Number : 25V265
Manufacturer : Highland Ridge RV
Subject : Incorrect GAWR and Tire Informa-
tion/FMVSS 110
Make Model Model Years
HIGHLAND RIDGE GO PLAY 2025
NHTSA Recall ID Number : 25V266
Manufacturer : International Motors, LLC
Subject : Driver’s Seat Belt May Fail
Make Model Model Years
IC BUS CESB 2025-2026
IC BUS EVSB 2025
NHTSA Recall ID Number : 25V267
Manufacturer : Alliance RV, LLC
Subject : Removable Steps May Detach 
While In Use
Make Model Model Years
ALLIANCE RV BENCHMARK 2025
NHTSA Recall ID Number : 25V268
Manufacturer : Shyft Group
Subject : Improperly Tightened Seat Fasten-
ers/FMVSS 207
Make Model Model Years
UTILIMASTER AEROMASTER 2022-2025

What is a recall?
When a manufacturer or the National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) deter-
mines that a vehicle creates an unreasonable risk 
to safety or fails to meet minimum safety stan-
dards, the manufacturer is required to fix that 
vehicle at no cost to the owner. That can be done 
by repairing it, replacing it, offering a refund 
(for equipment) or, in rare cases, repurchasing 

the car.
What should I do if my vehicle is included in 
this recall?
If your vehicle is included in this recall, it is very 
important that you get it fixed as soon as pos-
sible given the potential danger to you and your 
passengers if it is not addressed. You should 
receive a separate letter in the mail from the 
vehicle manufacturer, notifying you of the recall 

and explaining when the remedy will be avail-
able, whom to contact to repair your vehicle, 
and to remind you that the repair will be done 
at no charge to you. If you believe your vehicle 
is included in the recall, but you do not receive a 
letter in the mail from the vehicle manufacturer, 
please call NHTSA’s Vehicle Safety Hotline at 
1-888-327-4236, or contact your vehicle manu-
facturer or dealership.
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Auto Driver’s Daughter To Be Maharashtra’s
 First Muslim Woman IAS Officer

UPSC Exam Results 2024: Adiba Anam’s fa-
ther, unable to complete his education due to 
circumstances, has worked as an auto driver. 
Despite these challenges, his daughter has made 
her family proud by clearing one of India’s most 
competitive exams.
In a testament to how determination and hard 
work pay off, Adiba Anam, the daughter of an 
autorickshaw driver from Maharashtra’s Yavat-
mal district, has proven that success is achiev-
able through sheer effort and perseverance, 
despite adversities. She is set to become Maha-
rashtra’s first Muslim woman IAS officer after 
securing the 142nd All India Rank in the UPSC 
2024 examination.

Ms Adiba’s father, unable to complete his edu-
cation due to circumstances, has worked as an 
auto driver. Despite these challenges, his daugh-
ter has made her family proud by clearing one 
of India’s most competitive exams.
Yavatmal, located in the agrarian distress-prone 
Vidarbha region, has been affected by a high 
number of farmers’ suicides. After completing 
her graduation, Ms Adiba moved to Pune to 
prepare for the civil services exams. A math-
ematics graduate who had excelled in her board 
exams, Adiba remained focused on her goal. 
However, success did not come easily. She faced 

setbacks in her first two attempts, despite reach-
ing the interview stage once. Undeterred, she 
persevered and kept working toward her goal.

Former Maharashtra Minister and Congress 
leader Manikrao Thakre, a native of Yavatmal 
district, praised her achievement. In a post on 
social media platform X, he wrote, “Today, the 
final result of the Union Public Service Com-
mission (UPSC 2024) has been declared. Adiba 
Anam Ashfaq Ahmed from Yavatmal district of 
Maharashtra has secured 142nd rank in In-
dia. Earlier, Adiba had appeared for the UPSC 
interview but was not selected for the final list. 
However, in this attempt, she has made it to the 
final list and is on track to secure an IAS post. 
Adiba has become Maharashtra’s first female 
Muslim IAS officer.”

Mr Thakre further added, “Adiba was a student 
at the Haj House IAS Training Institute and 
later at Jamia Residential Training Institute. Her 
success will inspire many students. Heartiest 
congratulations on her success, and best wishes 
for her future journey.”
Ms Adiba’s achievement has drawn admiration 
from her home district’s top civil servants. The 
Yavatmal Police congratulated the UPSC select-
ed candidates, including Adiba Anam Ashfaq 

Ahmad Sheikh (Rank 142) and Dr Jay Kumar 
Ade (Rank 300), in a post on social media.

Bhiwandi East MLA Rais Sheikh expressed, 
“Adiba Anam’s journey is a testament to grit, 
dreams, and a father’s unwavering support. 
From an auto-rickshaw in Nanded to AIR 142 
in UPSC-what an inspiration! I salute her spirit 
and congratulate her on becoming Maharash-
tra’s first Muslim woman IAS officer.”

Despite coming from humble beginnings, Adiba 
credits her father for ensuring her education 
never suffered. She recalls how her parents 
provided both emotional and financial support, 
overcoming hardships to help her pursue her 
dreams. Now, as she embarks on her civil ser-
vices journey, Adiba is determined to work for 
the underprivileged, especially girls.

Taste Unfold
Garam Masala Recipe 🔥
Ingredients:
~Cumin Seeds – 2 tbsp
~Coriander Seeds – 2 tbsp
~Black Cardamom Pods – 4 pods
~Green Cardamom Pods – 10 pods
~Cinnamon Sticks – 2 sticks (2-
inch pieces)
~Cloves – 1 tbsp
~Bay Leaves – 4 leaves
~Mace – 1 blades
~Nutmeg – 1/2 whole (grated)
~Star Anise – 2 pods
~Black Peppercorns 
– 1 tbsp
~Fennel Seeds – 1 
tbsp (optional, for a 
slightly sweet note)
🔥 Instructions:
1. Dry roast each 
spice individually 
in a pan over low 
heat for 1–2 minutes 
until fragrant. Stir 
frequently to prevent 
burning.
2. Allow all roasted 
spices to cool com-
pletely.
3. Add all the cooled 
spices to a spice 
grinder or blender 
and grind to a fine 

powder.
4. Store in an airtight container in 
a cool, dark place. It keeps fresh for 
up to 3 months.
🔥 Tips:
For a stronger aroma, use slightly 
more cloves and black pepper.
Add dried ginger powder (1 tsp) if 
you’re using this mix for curries or 
marinades.



MAY 2025                                         PAGE 24
 

                        IN
T

E
R

N
A

T
IO

N
A

L
 P

A
G

E
S

  
         

IN
T

E
R

N
A

T
IO

N
A

L
 P

A
G

E
S

Elon Musk Wants To Privatize the Postal Service: 
What That Could Mean for Your Wallet

Privatizing the United States Postal Service 
(USPS) is a popular target for government ef-
ficiency proponents like wealthy billionaire Elon 
Musk.

Speaking virtually at a media and telecom con-
ference earlier this year, Musk said to CNN, “we 
should privatize anything that can be priva-
tized.”
The 250-year-old independent service expe-
rienced a net loss of $9.5 billion last year, up 
from $6.5 billion during the previous fiscal year, 
according to a report on USPS’s website. In ad-
dition, most people now communicate and pay 
bills online.

Is USPS draining public dollars or is it needed 
more than ever now? Musk wants to privatize 
the postal service. What could that mean for the 
economy and your wallet? Why USPS Matters
According to CNN, supporters said the USPS is 
the most affordable way to ship things and plays 
a key role in American daily life. Privatizing the 
mail would also mean the end of guaranteed 
mail service.

“The USPS serves every address in our nation, 
delivering vital communications and documents 
and medicines,” said Keith LaShier, president 
of the Association of United States Postal Les-
sors (AUSPL). It is a trade group that represents 
landlords who lease buildings to the U.S. Postal 
Service.

“It also plays a critical role in supporting the 
elections of our local, state and federal govern-
ment leaders,” LaShier said.
What Could Change

Since Musk’s remarks in March, AP News 
reported that the outgoing Postmaster Gen-
eral Louis DeJoy agreed to partner with Musk’s 
Department of Government Efficiency (DOGE) 
to cut 10,000 employees and assist in identifying 
and achieving “further efficiencies.”

“Universal service never meant every post of-
fice would be profitable,” LaShier said. “Yet a 
first-class stamp costs the same regardless of the 
distance the letter travels. Congress understood 
that the busiest post offices would support the 
smallest to ensure mail is delivered timely to all 
corners of the nation.” The United States Postal 
Service has been an independent agency since 
1970. Most changes to USPS are normally sub-
ject to Congressional approval.

“Congress has protected the universal service 
mandate because it recognizes the value of the 
network of facilities to business, public safety 
and the machinery of democracy,” LaShier said. 
“It used the same approach to create the Tennes-
see Valley Authority to deliver electric service 
to rural America, an interstate highway System 
to link all 50 states and an initiative to deliver 
broadband internet service to areas of the coun-
try that lack it.”

However, according to news reports, the Trump 
Administration plans to disband the USPS 
Board of Governors and place the agency under 
the federal Commerce Department as the first 
step in privatizing the service.
Who Pays
The potential privatization of USPS could sig-
nificantly alter how Americans access affordable 
mail and delivery services. From rising costs to 

reduced access in rural 
areas, everyday con-
sumers may shoulder 
the burden of reforms 
aimed at efficiency.

“Package delivery 
remains USPS’s fast-
est growing business 
sector and those private 
delivery companies 
acknowledge they could 
not manage first mile or 
last mile service with-
out USPS,” LaShier said.

Higher Mailing Costs: 
Privatization often 
shifts the focus from 
public service to profit. 
That could drive up 
prices for everyday 
services like shipping, 
bill pay and package 
delivery, which dispro-

portionately affect low-income households that 
still rely on USPS for most deliveries.
According to a Wells Fargo report, USPS rates 
were 25 to 60% lower than private carriers like 
FedEx and UPS.

Reduced Access: Rural communities and under-
served city neighborhoods could see post office 
closures or reduced hours. This could limit acess 
for individuals without reliable internet access 
to government services, prescription drugs and 
voting by mail.

Fewer Consumer Protections: As a public agen-
cy, USPS is bound by federal service mandates. 
However, a privatized system could be less ac-
countable and have less emphasis on universal 
service and affordability.

The Price of Privatization
USPS is essential to local economies, especially 
in rural and underserved regions. Privatization 
efforts could disrupt job markets, strain small 
businesses and weaken the nonprofit sector’s 
ability to serve communities.

Nonprofits and Small Businesses: Many organi-
zations rely on USPS for bulk mail and low-cost 
shipping. Sudden changes in service pricing 
or reliability could force them to raise prices, 
reduce operations or switch to more expensive 
private carriers.

Job Market Impact: Eliminating thousands of 
postal jobs could have a broader economic im-
pact, especially in communities where USPS is a 
major employer.

Yahoo/Finance Kerra Bolton
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Here’s why a flare-up between India and Pakistan 
over Kashmir matters

NEW DELHI (AP) — India and Pakistan have 
intensified their hostilities over the hotly con-
tested Kashmir region following a massacre of 
26 mostly Indian tourists, which New Delhi 
linked to Pakistan.
Pakistan denies it was behind Tuesday’s attack 
by gunmen on a group of tourists in Kashmir. 
Both sides have since escalated the tensions 
by exchanging diplomatic and trade sanctions 
against each other and raising fears of a military 
conflict.
The Kashmir attack can lead to an armed con-
flict between two neighbors
Under intense domestic pressure, India has 
hinted at the possibility of a limited military 
strike on Pakistan in response to what it called 
the “terror attack” with “cross-border links.” 
Pakistan made it clear that it will respond mili-
tarily to an attack.
This raises fears that an escalation by any one 
side can lead to a wider war. The last time the 
two nations came to blows was in 2019, when a 
suicide car bombing killed 40 Indian soldiers in 
Kashmir.
Kashmir is a nuclear flashpoint between the 
archrivals
Both India and Pakistan are armed with nuclear 
weapons. There are fears that any conventional 
war or skirmish between them could potentially 
turn into a nuclear exchange.
India and Pakistan have fought two major wars, 
in 1965 and 1971, but in 1974, India conducted 
its first nuclear tests, raising the stakes in any 
military conflict. It triggered a nuclear race and 
Pakistan reached that same milestone in 1998.

Since then, India and Pakistan have had one 
major border skirmish in 1999 that killed 
at least 1,000 combatants. The fighting only 
stopped after U.S. intervened.

A conflict could drag in China
India and China are geopolitical rivals whose 
armies clashed along the disputed Himalayan 
border in 2020. Ties between the Asian giants 
have improved since but they still maintain 
large numbers of troops on their borders. Their 
borders are also contiguous to Pakistan’s, mak-
ing it the world’s only three-way nuclear junc-
tion.
RBeijing also controls a part of the Kashmir 
region that New Delhi says belongs to India.
On the other hand, China is also a main ally 
of Pakistan and has helped advance its missile 
programs, creating additional military concerns 
for New Delhi. Meanwhile, India maintains 
strong defense ties with the U.S., which has long 
sought to limit Beijing’s rise in the Indo-Pacific 
region.
Experts say any conflict between India and 
Pakistan is unlikely to stay strictly between 
them, as their strategic partners are likely to get 
involved.
Kashmir tensions can lead to a war over water
In response to the massacre, India suspended 
a crucial treaty that governs the flow of river 
waters into Pakistan. Pakistan said it would 
consider any attempt to stop the flow of water 
from India an “act of war.”
Under the Indus Water treaty, India is obliged 
to let six rivers flow freely to Pakistan. If India 

follows through and restricts the flow, it can 
have a devastating impact on Pakistan’s agricul-
ture as it battles acute water shortages.
Your Digital Dealership: Shop genuine Cat® 
parts online without leaving the jobsite.
Ad
Attacks by militants and rights abuses in Kash-
mir test world’s response
Rights groups — including the U.N. — have 
blamed New Delhi for rights violations includ-
ing civilian killings and arbitrary arrests in Indi-
an-controlled Kashmir as a result of an intense 
crackdown by Indian forces. It has hurt India’s 
human rights record and raised concerns that 
global powers are not doing enough to pressure 
New Delhi and hold it accountable.
Militants fighting against Indian rule have also 
killed scores of civilians, including Hindu pil-
grims.
India has used military response against mili-
tants as part of its efforts to eradicate “terror-
ism,” saying it threatens regional stability.
SHEIKH SAALIQ

Trump administration withholding $436.87
 billion in approved spending, top Democrats say

WASHINGTON (Reuters) -U.S. President Don-
ald Trump’s administration has so far withheld 
at least $436.87 billion of congressionally ap-
proved funding, the top Democrats on the U.S. 
Congress’ appropriation committees said on 
Tuesday.
The frozen allotments span the federal gov-
ernment, according to the first estimate of the 
potential impoundments in the project led by 
Senator Patty Murray from Washington and 
Representative Rosa DeLauro from Connecti-
cut. Almost $42 billion was frozen or canceled 
for the State Department, including the frozen 
support for USAID, along with another $62 
billion-plus in competitive grant funding for the 
Transportation Department, according to the 
estimate.
The Democrats also detailed $943 million frozen 
for the Head Start early-education program and 
more than $10 billion in frozen and canceled 
funding for the Natural Resources Conservation 
Service.
“Just 100 days into office, President Trump and 
Elon Musk are continuing their unprecedented 
assault on our nation’s spending laws, and it is 

families, small businesses, and communities in 
every part of the country who are paying the 
price,” Murray and DeLauro said in a statement.
“No American president has ever so flagrantly 
ignored our nation’s spending laws or so brazen-
ly denied the American people investments they 
are owed.” The White House and Musk did not 
immediately respond to requests for comment.
These findings will be publicly posted in a 
tracker tallying the minimum the committees 
believe the administration is freezing or fighting 
in court to block, a committee aide said.
The administration has cited Musk’s Depart-
ment of Government Efficiency and the undo-
ing of the federal government’s diversity, equity 
and inclusion initiatives as reasons for blocking 
congressionally approved funding.
The administration’s refusal to spend congres-
sionally authorized funds amounts to a chal-
lenge of the U.S. Constitution, which gives Con-
gress oversight over spending, lawmakers said.
Trump challenged this idea on the campaign 
trail, as does the current head Office of Manage-
ment and Budget, Russ Vought. The U.S. Su-
preme Court also twice reaffirmed the limits on 

presidents’ power to unilaterally cut spending.
Congress in the 1974 Impoundment Control 
Act codified a legal process for the executive 
branch to tweak spending levels by proposing 
cuts, called a rescission, which could be ap-
proved with a simple majority vote.

As of Monday, the administration has not 
submitted any rescission requests for Congress 
to codify, despite repeated requests from many 
congressional Republican lawmakers.
Yahoo/News Bo Erickson
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Despite the bump that it received 
last week after Elon Musk’s earn-
ings announcement, Tesla  (TSLA)  
is still facing an uphill battle. Shares 
kicked off this week by falling, sug-
gesting that the stock’s momentum 
may be short-lived.

With Musk announcing that he 
plans on cutting back his work 
with the Department of Govern-
ment Efficiency (DOGE), many 
investors rejoiced, and the market 
reacted well, despite the vagueness 
of Musk’s statement. Now it seems 
that the hype is already cooling off, 
just a few days later.
TSLA stock still has quite a bit of 
ground to make up, having de-
clined more than 27% year-to-date 
(YTD). Given the company’s disap-
pointing Q1 earnings report, the 
company will need to show inves-
tors that it is capable of turning 
things around.

Unfortunately for Tesla, one of its 
key markets is getting even more 
crowded. One of Musk’s biggest 
rivals has a new venture that could 
mean extremely bad news.
As Tesla’s earnings revealed, the 
company has been having a lot of 
trouble selling its cars. While the 
electric vehicle (EV) market re-
mains robust, consumer sentiment 
toward Tesla has severely compro-
mised its growth on a global scale, 
as backlash for Musk’s political 
affiliations continues to spread.

One product that has proven dif-
ficult to move is the Cybertruck. 
Musk hyped Tesla’s futuristic pick-
up truck as the company prepared 
to roll it out. But as TheStreet re-
cently reported, photos have shown 
that Tesla is storing a shocking 
amount of these vehicles in parking 
lots, clearly unable to sell them.
Now the market for electric trucks 
has a key player, one who is al-
ready competing with Musk on 
multiple fronts. Amazon founder 
Jeff Bezos is backing a fast-growing 
EV startup called Slate Auto that is 
advertising customizable electric 
pickups with a significantly lower 
price tag than the Cybertruck.

Founded in 2022, the startup 
operated in stealth mode until this 
year, busting onto the scene with 
a splash that turned many heads, 
likely including Musk’s. The least 

expensive Cybertruck 
is currently priced 
at roughly $69,990, 
whereas Slate’s electric 
trucks start at only 
$25,000, a price that 
falls below $20,000 with 
EV tax credits.

Slate CEO Chris Bar-
man is a mechanical 
engineer who spent the 
bulk of her career at 
Chrysler, helping the 
company scale multiple 
operations. She believes 
that her team is unique-
ly positioned to create an affordable 
electric truck that other companies 
cannot, highlighting their innova-
tive modeling and design work.
If Slate can successfully execute on 
this, the company will have pulled 
something off that Musk has not 
been able to accomplish. The Tesla 
CEO spent years teasing a $25,000 
vehicle, only to scrap the initia-
tive last year, disappointing many 
consumers who had wanted to own 
a Tesla.

Now, one of his rivals 
is taking a major step 
toward beating him to the 
market.

Bezos’ new venture is 
truly the opposite of Tesla
For years, experts have 
speculated as to which 
company should be con-
sidered the “Tesla-killer,” 
or the company with the 
most ability to dethrone 
Musk as leader of the EV 
race.
Many experts suggested 
Rivian as a likely candi-
date, pointing to the EV 
startup’s sleek trucks and 
trendy-looking SUVs. But 
now it seems that Slate is 
in an excellent position to 
rival both companies, as 
it prepares to start roll-
ing out visually appealing 
electric trucks at a much 
lower price tag than ei-
ther automaker.

As TechCrunch notes, 
the Slate pickup is a stark 
contrast to the Cyber-
truck. “It’s affordable, 
deeply customizable, and 

very analog,” the outlet reports. “It 
has manual windows and it doesn’t 
come with a main infotainment 
screen.”

It adds that the vehicle can even 
transform from a pickup truck into 
an SUV with more seats.

The fact that Bezos has invested in 
a company producing an anti-Tesla 
product suggests that he remains 

committed to taking Musk down. 
His space exploration company, 
Blue Origin, already rivals SpaceX. 
Now he is gearing up to compete 
with Musk in the EV market as 
well.
Yahoo/Finance Samuel O’Brient

Elon Musk gets more bad news as rival launches 
the anti-Tesla
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These 7 Countries Will Actually Pay You to
 Move There

We’ve all fantasized about packing our bags, 
moving to another country, and embracing 
a new way of life and culture. However, the 
entire moving process—from considering the 
expenses to cutting through red tape—can be 
so overwhelming that it often keeps that dream, 
well, just a dream. But what if we told you that 
some countries will actually pay you to make 
the move?

Countries all around the world, from Europe 
to Asia, are offering opportunities for people to 
relocate in an effort to revive struggling towns 
and local communities. These incentives can 
vary by location—some offer grants to start new 
businesses, cover living expenses to repopulate 
dying towns, or provide stipends to renovate 
historic homes.

Before you jump on a plane, it’s essential to 
understand the specific terms and conditions of 
each program to ensure you meet their require-
ments and contribute to revitalizing your new 
hometown. These initiatives often require a 
commitment of time and effort to maintain res
idency—and maybe eventually citizenship. Plus, 
it’s wise to research all prerequisites of moving 
abroad, including digital nomad offerings, visa 
requirements, healthcare, language, local laws, 
customs, and taxes. This preparation helps you 
understand what to expect and become a better 
global citizen.

If you’re ready to take the leap, we’ve compiled 
a list of countries offering grants and programs 
that pay you to move there. Your new adventure 
awaits!
Entrepreneurs of tech start-ups or established 
companies can move to Santiago, Chile through 
Start-Up Chile. The program, which was estab-
lished in 2010, offers three, equity-free mon-
etary grants depending on the launch phase 
of your business. The Build grant is designed 
for early-stage start-ups, where entrepreneurs 
have the opportunity to grow their business 
through a four-month acceleration program 
that provides you with 15 million Chilean pesos 
(roughly $15,000).

The next grant, Ignite, is designed for startups 
with a functional product that are less than 
three years into development; this stage offers 
25 million Chilean pesos (roughly $25,000) 
and the opportunity to access an extension of 
20 million Chilean pesos (roughly $20,000) 
to continue growing their business. The final 
eight-month program, Growth, is for consoli-
dated companies seeking to expand in Chile 
and offers a fund of 75 million Chilean pesos 
(roughly $100,000), equity-free. In 2023, Ire-
land launched its “Our Living Islands” program 
with the goal of repopulating and revitalizing 
communities, as well as establishing thriving 

economies on 30 of its more remote islands. The 
policy offers participants up to €84,000 to move, 
purchase, and restore one of the older, aban-
doned properties on these islands. However, 
there are a couple of caveats to the program. 
The islands are “cut off ” from the mainland 
due to the daily tide and lack bridges or cause-
ways—meaning you must rely on a boat or 
plane to travel between the two. Additionally, 
the program does not facilitate immigration 
procedures, so participants must follow the tra-
ditional process to obtain Irish residency.
Italy has made headlines for its €1 home initia-
tive, where you can apply for grants to restore 
abandoned and dilapidated properties in rural 
areas. However, there are towns that will simply 
pay you to move there. The region of Tuscany 
launched a program that provides between 
€10,000 and €30,000 for you to move to one of 
76 mountain towns and purchase a permanent 
home. Similarly, Sardinia offers grants of up to 
€15,000 for buying and renovating property in 
towns on the island that have fewer than 3,000 
residents.

U.S. citizens must apply for a long-term resi-
dence permit to qualify for these programs. 
Plus, Italy has introduced a digital nomad visa, 
and towns like Ollolai have started initiatives 
where visitors can stay for free, up to a month 
with the visa.
If Japan is calling your name, you’re in luck. The 
island nation invites people from around the 
world to volunteer in its local communities—
and get paid for it. The Regional Revitalization 
Corps program offers participants a salary 
of three million Japanese yen (approximately 
$19,000) to live and work in rural communities 
for at least one year, with the option to stay up 
to three years. The main requirement for the 
program is a high level of fluency in Japanese, 
which might just be the motivation you need to 
keep up with your daily Duolingo practice.
Mauritius doesn’t pay individuals to simply 
relocate like some other places on the list, but 
it offers a program that supports entrepreneurs 
with funding to start and grow their businesses. 
The country provides 20,000 Mauritian Rupees 
(roughly $440) to start-up businesses willing 
to relocate to this small island in the Indian 
Ocean. To qualify, applicants must present a 
promising business idea to a government com-
mittee for approval and fulfill the necessary visa 
requirements.

Similar to other countries in the European 
Union, Spain is on a mission to boost the popu-
lation and economies of its smaller towns. Peo-
ple who work in the tech industry and qualify 
for the country’s digital nomad visa are eligible 
to apply to a program to live in Extremadura 
as a way to repopulate the region. The grants 
in this program include: €10,000 for those 

under 30, and €8,000 
for others, to live in towns with fewer than 
5,000 residents. An additional grant (€5,000 for 
under-30s, €4,000 for others) is available for a 
third year after staying for two.
Spain also has a Entrepreneur’s Visa program 
that provides funding and support to entrepre-
neurs, offering up to $50,000 and a one-year 
visa.
Albinen, Switzerland has faced a decrease in 
population over the last years, leading the small 
village to launch their own incentive pro-
gram. The town is offering 25,000 Swiss francs 
(around $30,000) per adult under the age of 45 
and 10,000 Swiss francs (around $12,000) per 
child to incentivize people to move.

Like other programs on this list, there are a few 
requirements that need to be met before you 
can qualify. You must apply for a permanent 
residency permit as well as commit to buying a 
property and making it your permit residence 
for at least 10 years.
Yahoo/Life Sarah DiMarco
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How Drug Cartels Took Over Social Media
The corpses started appearing in the early 2000s, 
hanging from overpasses with threats scrawled 
on their shirts. Everyone in Mexico knew that 
drug cartels were murdering people, but they 
rarely made such a show of it. Then, in 2005, a 
kingpin named Edgar Valdez Villarreal (a.k.a. 
“La Barbie”) ramped up the exhibitionism, 
posting a video online of his gang torturing and 
murdering its rivals. My stepbrother, a telenove-
la actor, agreed to play Valdez in a biopic; the 
film turned out to be written and financed by La 
Barbie himself, who often wandered the set.

Two decades later, I realize that these grim 
spectacles were the beginning of a trend: Cartels 
are influencers now. They have converted their 
criminality into a commodity, broadcasting with 
impunity while law enforcement and social-
media platforms struggle to rein them in. On 
TikTok, drug traffickers filmed themselves flee-
ing from customs agents in a high-speed boat 
chase, garnering millions of likes. Some content 
is less Miami Vice and more cottagecore: farm-
ers harvesting poppy seeds, for instance. Keep 
scrolling and you might find henchmen bagging 
bales of $100 bills, tiger cubs lounging in trucks, 
and dogs trotting with decapitated heads in 
their mouths.
Like everyone else, cartels post to get attention 
and shape their public image. Higher-ups in the 
Sinaloa Cartel show off their mansions and nar-
rate their personal journeys from rags to riches. 
Members of the Jalisco New Generation Cartel 
have used social media to showcase their sup-
posed humanitarianism but also their savagery. 
Sometimes they feud with other gangs: In 2021, 
the group engaged in a performative back-
and-forth with United Cartels, which earned 
both parties ample spotlight. More important, 
though, cartels wield their digital influence to 
spread to other markets, diversify their rackets, 
converge with international supply chains, and 
recruit Americans to smuggle drugs and people. 
Gangs in the U.S. have embraced social media 
for many of the same reasons.

Posting can also serve a tactical purpose. Con-
sider the so-called Battle of Culiacán: In 2019, 
dozens of gunmen livestreamed the Mexican 
military’s failed attempt to secure the Sinaloa 
kingpin Ovidio Guzmán López, the son of 
the infamous drug lord Joaquín “El Chapo” 
Guzmán Loera. The cartel had deployed gun-
men across the city, which triggered a flood of 
clips and rumors online that overwhelmed law 
enforcement. According to reports, gang mem-
bers paid bystanders to hop on their vehicles—
an apparent attempt to superficially boost 
their numbers. Then Sinaloan gunmen filmed 
themselves bragging as they trounced govern-
ment forces, who ultimately had to surrender 
Guzmán López back to the cartel. The videos 
circulating on social media made for a terrifying 

show of force and, frankly, good TV. In response 
to the fiasco, the government put out a televi-
sion ad vowing to continue the war on drugs, 
which looked feebly analog by contrast.

As cartels have grown more adept at using social 
media, their influence in Mexican culture has 
spread. Popular ballads chronicle the exploits of 
kingpins. Fashion trends such as alucín and bu-
chón take their cues from gangs. (After getting 
out of prison, El Chapo’s wife partnered with an 
Instagram influencer to launch a line of shape-
wear.) Over the past decade, cartel-forward 
films and TV shows—Narcos, Sicario, Breaking 
Bad, and their progeny—have permeated both 
sides of the U.S.-Mexico border.

Social-media companies try to stem cartels’ 
activity on their sites, but their efforts have been 
sporadic and uncoordinated. Some platforms 
tend to remove the grisliest content, and some 
ban a few cartels outright. Others, however, 
merely remove certain names and terms from 
search results. Content that one platform blocks 
can easily be copied and uploaded to a more 
permissive one, such as X. And although com-
panies keep tabs on Mexico’s most prominent 
cartels, some 180 other groups go mostly un-
checked. Many of them splinter and rebrand so 
quickly that automated moderation becomes 
virtually impossible. Their posts almost cer-
tainly draw more scrutiny from rivals than from 
the platforms.
Even if a total ban were possible, it would likely 
create another set of problems. Given the danger 
and difficulty of 
investigating Mex-
ican cartels, their 
social-media feeds 
are sometimes the 
only public source 
of information 
about their activi-
ties. According to 
Reporters Without 
Borders, Mexico 
is the third-most-
lethal area in the 
world for journal-
ists (behind Paki-
stan and Gaza); 
19 were murdered 
there in 2022. 
Small, citizen-run 
outlets—some-
times called “nar-
coblogs”—have 
tried to fill the 
void. But cartels 
target them too, 
so many bloggers 
post anonymously, 
leading readers to 

doubt their legitimacy. Even though cartels have 
become more visible in Mexico than ever before, 
we have very little credible information about 
their activities.

A couple of years ago, I was driving to dinner 
with my family in Cuernavaca when a pickup 
truck ahead of us suddenly hit the brakes. 
Armed men rushed out and told us to stop. 
Their uniforms appeared to be military, but 
cartels have been known to mimic the armed 
forces, so we couldn’t be sure. Just outside our 
car, soldiers beat down the door of a house and 
piled in. I sat in the back seat with my young 
niece, forcing a smile and singing a nursery 
rhyme while gently pushing her back from the 
window in case of a shoot-out. But after that, 
nothing happened, and we were waved through. 
Instinctively, I took out my phone to see if 
someone had posted something. No one had.
Yahoo/News Antón Barba-Kay
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U.S. Has Issued ‘Do Not Travel’ Warning
 For 21 Countries

Summertime is fast approaching, which means 
that it is time that many individuals and families 
will begin planning their overseas vacations. 
But if you are looking to plan an exciting inter-
national trip, there are a few countries that you 
will absolutely want to avoid.

The United States has a “Travel Advisories” 
database that warns citizens about the poten-
tial dangers of traveling to an overseas coun-
try. Those “travel warnings” are split into four 
categories.

A Level 1 travel advisory means “Exercise Nor-
mal Precautions.” These are in place in popular 
tourist destinations like Japan, Bermuda, and 
the Cayman Islands simply to remind travelers 
to be safe and exercise caution while overseas 
even if there is no explicit threat.
A Level 2 travel advisory, on the other hand, 
warns travelers to “Exercise Increased Cau-
tion.” This advisory applies where there is not an 
explicit threat or danger, but crime is prevalent, 
there is civil unrest or the country is often tar-
geted with terrorist plots. The United States has 
warnings of this severity in place for countries 
like Saudi Arabia, China, and Spain. The idea is 

not to dissuade anyone from traveling to these 
places, but just to remind travelers to use cau-
tion when doing so.

A Level 3 advisory, meanwhile, warns travelers 
to “Reconsider Travel.” This advisory applies 
to countries that the United States has deemed 
inherently dangerous for a number of reasons, 
such as heightened risks of crime, civil unrest, 
or terrorism. This warning is in place for 23 dif-
ferent countries including Chad, Niger, Egypt, 
Jamaica, and Colombia.

A Level 4 advisory is the most serious, warning 
travelers simply to “Do Not Travel” to the listed 
countries. This severe threat applies to countries 
with active armed conflict, dangerous crimes 
where foreigners are targeted, and enemies of 
the United States. The United States currently 
lists 21 different countries in its most severe “Do 
Not Travel Category.

These countries include: Burkina Faso, Yemen, 
Iran, South Sudan, Syria, the Democratic Re-
public of the Congo, Afghanistan, Lebanon, 
the Central African Republic, Belarus, Iraq, 
Ukraine, Venezuela, Haiti, Libya, Somalia, Rus-

sia, Burma, Mali, North Korea, and Sudan.

Additionally, the United States Department of 
State has placed several parts of Mexico in the 
“Do Not Travel” category: the Colima state due 
to crime and kidnapping, the Guerrero state due 
to crime, the Michoacan state due to crime, the 
Sinaloa state due to crime, the Tamaulipas state 
due to crime and kidnapping, and the Zacatecas 
state due to crime and kidnapping. The warning 
also applies to Gaza due to the armed conflict in 
the area. As you plan your summer travel, you 
can view the entire list of these travel warnings.
Yahoo/News Kevin Harrish

United Airlines Announces Major Change
 For Customers

United Airlines has announced a pretty signifi-
cant change that will benefit its loyal high-end 
customers as it looks to compete with other 
airlines like Delta for premium customers.

The Chicago-based airline has announced the 
reopening of its top-tier airport lounge in Chi-
cago O’Hare International Airport with expand-
ed space, new furnishings, and new amenities. 
The airline’s revamped and expanded Polaris 
lounge now has seating for 350 passengers, six 
additional bathrooms, a second “speakeasy-
style” bar, and 50 seats for sit-down dining. The 
25,000-square-foot lounge located in Terminal 
1 of the airport now has 50 percent more space 
and has been furnished with Crate & Barrel 
furniture.

The revamped lounge is reserved for custom-

ers flying internationally in the Polaris cabin 
– the long-haul, business-class cabin on its 
flights. This gives the airline a two-tiered lounge 
system, paired with the lower-tier and more 
common United Club. This helps the airline 
compete with American Airlines and Delta Air 
Lines, which offer similar tiered clubs.

CNBC reports that in addition to the expanded 
lounge in Chicago, United will also be revamp-
ing and expanding its Polaris lounge at Newark 
Liberty International Airport in New Jersey, 
which will open in June.
As CNBC points out, this is part of a push to 
draw in premium, high-paying customers with 
spending from budget customers dwindling in 
recent months.

“Airlines have been revamping their lounges to 

accommodate more and more customers who 
qualify for entry with popular credit cards, elite 
frequent flyer status or just by buying more 
expensive tickets. Carriers have said that pre-
mium-class travel has remained resilient while 
bookings in the back of the plane have come up 
light this year,” CNBC reported.

Clearly, United is doing what it can to make sure 
those premium customers feel valued.

Dilip Shanghvi’s Net Worth:
2024: Dilip Shanghvi, the founder of Sun Pharmaceuticals, has an estimated net worth of around 
$16-17 billion as of 2024. He is one of the richest individuals in India and a key figure in the phar-
maceutical industry globally.
Dilip Shanghvi’s Family:
Wife: Vibha Shanghvi is married to Dilip Shanghvi, and she is known to be a private individual.
Children:
Aalok Shanghvi is the son of Dilip Shanghvi and holds an executive position at Sun Pharmaceuti-
cals.
Vidhi Shanghvi is Dilip Shanghvi’s daughter, involved in various business ventures.
Dilip Shanghvi’s House:
Residence: Dilip Shanghvi’s primary residence is in Mumbai, India. He owns a luxurious home in 
the upscale area of Juhu, known for housing many of Mumbai’s elite. The house is elegant and well-
guarded, offering privacy while being situated in one of the city’s most sought-after neighborhoods.
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RECIPES
Refreshing Grape Mojito Recipe

A refreshing twist on a traditional Mojito. This 
Grape Mojito is bursting with red grape sweet-
ness. The perfect addition to your brunch menu 
or whenever you’re in the mood for a tasty 
cocktail!
Ingredients
For the Mint Simple Syrup
1 Cup Water
1 Cup Sugar
10 Fresh Mint leaves
1 Ounce Fresh squeezed Lime juice
6-7 Fresh Mint Leaves
7-8 Red Grapes

In a small sauce pan, add water and sugar and 
stir to combine. Add mint leaves and bring to a 
boil over medium heat. Reduce and cook until 

sugar is completely dissolved about 2 minutes. 
Remove from heat and cool to room tempera-
ture. Remove mint leaves and discard.
In a tall sturdy glass add lime juice and 6-7 mint 
leaves. Use a muddle tool and crush mint leaves 
into the lime juice. (Do not over muddle, just 
for about 10 seconds.)  
Add grapes and crush with muddle tool. Top 
with ice to fill glass. 
Add rum, soda water and mint simple syrup. 
Stir to combine.
Garnish with a grape lined skewer and mint leaf 
if desired. 
Notes
This drink can also be sweetened with honey or 
agave in place of the mint simple syrup if you 
prefer.

Honey Garlic Soy Glazed Salmon
Ingredients

4 salmon fillets, about 6 ounces (170g) each
1/3 cup (80ml) reduced sodium soy sauce (or 
regular)
1/3 cup (113g) honey
1 Tablespoon (15ml) sesame oil (or olive oil)
3 garlic cloves, minced (or 2 teaspoons jarred/
minced)
1 teaspoon peeled minced fresh ginger
optional for garnish: chopped green onion
Instructions

Sponsored By Advertising Partner
Sponsored Video
Watch to learn more
Marinate the salmon: Place salmon fillets into a 
large zippered food storage bag or shallow dish/
container. In a medium bowl, whisk soy sauce, 
honey, sesame oil, garlic, and ginger together. 
Pour about half of the mixture (just eyeball it) 
over salmon. Turn salmon to coat. Seal the bag/
cover the dish and refrigerate for at least 15 
minutes and up to 4 hours.
Meanwhile, preheat oven to 375°F (191°C). Line 
a baking sheet with aluminum foil, parchment 
paper, or a silicone baking mat. Set aside.
Line the marinated salmon fillets on the bak-
ing sheet, skin side down. You can hold onto 

this used marinade—see step 5. Bake salmon 
for 15–20 minutes or until done, which is 10 
minutes per inch thickness measured from the 
thickest part of the fillet. (Salmon is considered 
done when an instant read thermometer reads 
the center of the thickest part as at least 145°F 
(63°C).) Feel free to turn your oven to broil for 
the last minute to really crisp the edges.

Meanwhile, as the salmon bakes, pour the re-
maining unused marinade into a small saucepan 
or skillet over medium-high heat. If you want, 
you can add the remaining (used) marinade as 
well. Bring to a boil, and then reduce heat to 
medium-low and simmer for 3–4 minutes or 
until slightly thickened. Keep a close eye on it 
because it can quickly burn. It will bubble up a 
lot as it reduces. Remove from heat.
Drizzle thickened glaze over baked salmon and 
serve with optional garnish.
Leftovers keep well in the refrigerator for a few 
days. Reheat to your liking.
Notes

Make Ahead Instructions: You can marinate the 
salmon up to 4 hours in advance. If needed, you 
can extend to 8 hours.
Special Tools (affiliate links): Glass Containers 
| Glass Mixing Bowl | Whisk | Baking Sheet | 

Silicone Baking Mat, Parchment Paper, or Foil | 
Instant Read Thermometer | Small Saucepan
Sides: To complete the meal, serve the salmon 
with steamed broccoli and rice. Both are excel-
lent with glaze drizzled on top. You can cook 
both as the salmon bakes.
Can I use frozen salmon? Yes, you can use fro-
zen uncooked salmon fillets. Thaw completely 
before using.
Can I replace salmon with chicken? Yes, you 
can replace the salmon with boneless chicken 
breasts or thighs and increase the bake time 
until the chicken is cooked through. Marinate 
the chicken for closer to 1 hour instead of just 
15 minutes.
Nutrition
Serving Size: 1 salmon filetCalories: 408Sugar: 
21.7 gSodium: 922.9 mgFat: 11.5 gCarbohy-
drates: 28.6 gProtein: 48 gCholesterol: 86.7 mg

The Best Soft Chocolate Chip Cookies
Ingredients
Units USM
8 tablespoons of salted butter
1/2 cup white sugar (I like to use raw cane sugar with a coarser 
texture)
1/4 cup packed light brown sugar
1 teaspoon vanilla
1 egg
1 1/2 cups all purpose flour (6.75 ounces)
1/2 teaspoon baking soda
1/4 teaspoon salt (but I always add a little extra)
3/4 cup chocolate chips (I use a combination of chocolate chips 
and chocolate chunks)
Instructions
 On Off
Preheat the oven to 350 degrees. Microwave the butter for about 
40 seconds to just barely melt it. It shouldn’t be hot – but it 

should be almost entirely in liquid form. Using a stand mixer or 
electric beaters, beat the butter with the sugars until creamy. Add 
the vanilla and the egg; beat on low speed until just incorporated 
– 10-15 seconds or so (if you beat the egg for too long, the cook-
ies will be stiff). Add the flour, baking soda, and salt. Mix until 
crumbles form. Use your hands to press the crumbles together 
into a dough. It should form one large ball that is easy to handle 
(right at the stage between “wet” dough and “dry” dough). Add 
the chocolate chips and incorporate with your hands. Roll the 
dough into 12 large balls (or 9 for HUGELY awesome cook-
ies) and place on a cookie sheet. Bake for 9-11 minutes until 
the cookies look puffy and dry and just barely golden. Warn-
ing, friends: DO NOT OVERBAKE. This advice is probably 
written on every cookie recipe everywhere, but this is 
essential for keeping the cookies soft. Take them out even 
if they look like they’re not done yet (see picture in the 

post). They’ll be pale and 
puffy. Let them cool on the 
pan for a good 30 minutes 
or so (I mean, okay, eat four 
or five but then let the rest 
of them cool). They will sink 
down and turn into these 
dense, buttery, soft cookies 
that are the best in all the 
land. These should stay soft 
for many days if kept in an 
airtight container. I also like 
to freeze them.
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High Cholesterol
High cholesterol, also called hypercholester-
olemia, is the elevated level of a fatty, wax-like 
substance called cholesterol in the bloodstream. 
Some cholesterol is naturally produced by your 
body and helps to form healthy cells. However, 
abnormally high cholesterol can leave fatty de-
posits that block blood flow through the arter-
ies. High cholesterol can also increase the risk of 
coronary artery disease (also called atheroscle-
rosis) and stroke.
Types of Cholesterol
Two types of cholesterol are routinely measured:

High-density lipoprotein (HDL) is sometimes 
referred to as “good” cholesterol. This is because 
it helps protect the heart by bringing cholesterol 
from other body parts to the liver, where it is 
excreted. HDL may also reduce inflammation 
that is linked with coronary artery disease and 
heart attacks.
Low-density lipoprotein (LDL) is sometimes 
referred to as “bad” cholesterol. This is because 
it increases the risk of cardiovascular disease by 
contributing to a buildup of cholesterol in the 
arteries. Lipoprotein refers to the cholesterol 
component (a lipid) and the protein it is at-
tached to for transportation through the blood. 
In addition to measuring HDL and LDL levels, 
physicians evaluate the patient’s total cholesterol 
and the level of triglycerides in the blood. High 
triglyceride levels also play a role in the develop-
ment of heart disease.
Levels of High Cholesterol
In the United States, the following guidelines 
are used to help evaluate adults at potential risk 
for developing coronary artery disease based 
on their cholesterol and triglyceride levels. Four 
measurements are included:

Total cholesterol (which is the sum of your LDL 
+ HDL + 20% of the triglyceride level)
LDL cholesterol
HDL cholesterol
Triglycerides
Guidelines for total cholesterol
A blood test called a lipoprotein panel can mea-
sure your cholesterol levels. Cholesterol in your 
blood is measured in milligrams per deciliter 
(mg/dL).

Desirable: Below 200 mg/dL
Borderline High: 200-239 mg/dL
High: 240 mg/dL and above
Guidelines for LDL cholesterol
LDL cholesterol levels are a bit more complicat-
ed as they consider whether the individual has a 
history of coronary artery disease.

Desirable: 100-129 mg/dL
Below 100 mg/dL - For people with diabetes 
or are at risk for coronary artery disease; near 
optimal for people with uncomplicated artery 

disease
Below 70 mg/dL - For individuals with coronary 
disease
Borderline high: 130-159 mg/dL
(High in individuals with coronary artery dis-
ease)
High: 160-189
(Very high for individuals with coronary artery 
disease)
Very high: 190 mg/dL and above
Guidelines for HDL cholesterol
These guidelines differ slightly by gender; owing 
to estrogen production, pre-menopausal women 
tend to have higher HDL levels than their male 
peers. As opposed to the LDL cholesterol levels, 
the higher the level of HDL cholesterol found in 
the blood, the better.

At risk: In women, below 50mg/dL
In men, below 40 mg/dL
Better: In women, 50-59 mg/dL
In men, 40-59 mg/dL
Desirable: 60 mg/dL and above
Guidelines for triglycerides
Triglycerides are not a type of cholesterol, but 
they are part of a lipoprotein panel (the test that 
measures cholesterol levels).

Desirable: Below 150 mg/dL
Borderline high: 150-199 mg/dL
High: 200-499 mg/dL
Very high: 500 mg/dL and above
Signs and Symptoms of High Cholesterol
Having high cholesterol does not produce any 
symptoms. Therefore, it’s important to get evalu-
ated by a healthcare professional regularly, as 
they can monitor your cholesterol levels with 
routine blood tests.

What Causes High Cholesterol?
Various factors can contribute to high blood 
cholesterol, including other health conditions 
and prescription drugs. These include:
Lupus
Diabetes
HIV/AIDS
Hypothyroidism and hyperthyroidism
Chronic kidney disease
Polycystic ovary syndrome
Medications for acne, cancer, high blood pres-
sure, HIV/AIDs, arrhythmias, and anti-rejection 
medication used by organ transplant patients
Risk Factors for High Cholesterol
Risk factors for high cholesterol include:

A genetic tendency toward elevated cholesterol 
levels also called familial hypercholesterolemia
Old age, as the liver becomes less effective at 
getting rid of LDL cholesterol with age
Being inactive
Obesity
Use of tobacco and alcohol

Poor diet, especially consumption of foods con-
taining saturated and trans fats
High levels of stress, which can trigger hormon-
al changes related to cholesterol production
Fortunately, many of these lifestyle factors can 
be changed. Even individuals with familial hy-
percholesterolemia can reduce their risk of heart 
disease and stroke with appropriate and timely 
treatment.
Complications
As cholesterol deposits and plaque form in the 
arteries, narrowing the flow of blood, patients 
may begin to feel symptoms including chest 
pain. A heart attack or stroke may follow if there 
is a tear in the artery and a blood clot obstructs 
the artery to the heart or brain.

In some cases, blood flow is restricted in a 
peripheral artery, which brings blood to the legs 
or arms. People who have this condition, called 
peripheral artery disease, are more likely to have 
restricted blood flow to the arteries of the heart 
as well (coronary artery disease). This can lead 
to a heart attack. People with high cholesterol 
are also more likely to develop high blood pres-
sure.
High Cholesterol Prevention
Preventing high cholesterol – or reducing your 
risk of developing it – can be achieved by:

Quitting smoking
Exercising regularly
Limiting intake of saturated and trans fats 
(found primarily in animal foods)
Eating foods that are high in fiber
Drinking less alcohol
Limiting salt Maintaining a healthy weight
Keeping stress to a minimum
Seeing your doctor regularly to monitor your 
cholesterol levels
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‘The Bhootnii’ trailer: Sanjay Dutt is a badass ghosthunter
 up against a tree

Hindi horror comedies have proved a cash-cow 
with the success of the Stree and Bhool Bhulai-
yaa franchises. At the launch event of Bhootni, 
the makers assured that the film has a fresh take 
on the genre, as it centres on a college in a met-
ropolitan city.

Sanjay Dutt, 65, has done all his stunts himself 
in the film, revealed director Sidhaant Sachdev. 
“He has leaped from 40 feet without a body 
double,” Sachdev shared, praising the actor’s 
commitment to action filmmaking. 

“I have been doing action for the last 40 years,” 
Sanjay Dutt said at the launch. “The power of 
lord Shiva and his shiv tandav powered me dur-

ing the shoot. We used to shoot till 5 am in the 
morning. Only the lord knows how we did it.
The film centres on a college that is annually 
beset by the ghost of ‘the virgin tree’. To rid their 
beloved campus of its ’haunted’ tag, the students 
enlist the help of Baba (Sanjay Dutt), a former 
student played who became a famous ghost-
buster (Baba is also Dutt’s nickname in the film 
industry). The trailer combines comic and ro-
mantic moments with flashy CGI action/horror 
sequences. Mouni Roy, channeling her vast ou-
vre of supernatural turns, sparks up the screen 
as the aggrieved ‘bhootni’. starrer horror comedy 
The Bhootni was launched by the makers on 
Saturday (March 29) in Mumbai. Formerly titled 
The Virgin Tree, the film revolves around a tree 

sprite, played by Mouni Roy, that attacks virgin 
boys on Valentine’s Day. 

‘Bhool Chuk Maaf’ trailer: Rajkummar Rao, Wamiqa Gabbi bring
 a loopy, goofy comedy

The film centres on Ranjan, a small-town groom 
stuck in a time loop, perennially waking up on 
the day of his Haldi The trailer for Bhool Chuk 
Maaf, a time-loop comedy starring Rajkum-
mar Rao and Wamiqa Gabbi, was launched in 
Mumbai on Thursday (April 10). Set in Varana-
si, Karan Sharma’s film is built around a nuptial 
nightmare: Ranjan (Rajkummar), ahead of his 
wedding to Titli (Wamiqa), gets stuck in a time 
loop, perennially waking up on the day of his 
Haldi ceremony. The trailer exudes the small-

town amiablity of past Maddock offerings 
(Luka Chuppi, Zara Hatke Zara Bachke). With 
their wedding fixed on the 30th of the month, 
lovers Ranjan and Titli seem destined for a 
happily-ever-after. Ranjan has recently landed 
a government job and future looks bright. 
However, a day before the wedding, time loops 
around like a noose on Ranjan. He wakes up 
on the 29th again and again, with his family 
members and even Titli oblivious to the loop, 
endlessly fussing over the Haldi preparations.

Kesari Veer trailer: Sooraj Pancholi is Rajput warrior 
Hamirji Gohil in period drama

The trailer of ‘Kesari Veer’, an upcoming period 
drama based on the life of Hamirji Gohil, is out. 
The titular character is played by actor Sooraj 
Pancholi. Sooraj Pancholi stars in ‘Kesari Veer’ 
as Hamirji Gohil
It also features Suniel Shetty and Vivek Oberoi 
in key roles
Directed by Prince Dhiman, the period-drama 
will release on May 16
Actor Sooraj Pancholi is set to return to the big 
screen with the upcoming period drama Kesari 
Veer: Legends of Somnath. In the film, Pancholi 
portrays the Rajput warrior Hamirji Gohil, who 
valiantly fought against the Tughlaq empire to 

protect the Somnath Temple from destruction.

Kesari Veer also features Suniel Shetty and 
Vivek Oberoi in pivotal roles. The trailer was 
launched in a grand event held in Mumbai on 
April 29. Directed by Prince Dhiman, the trailer 
showcases the fierce battles, immense sacrifices, 
and the heroic journey of unsung warriors 
who defended the Somnath temple during the 
14th century AD. Suniel Shetty plays the role of 
warrior Vegda Ji, while Vivek Oberoi takes on 
the antagonist’s role as Zafar Khan. Akanksha 
Sharma makes her acting debut as Rajal, a fear-
less female warrior.

At the trailer launch, an emotional Sooraj 
Pancholi broke down in tears, sharing that he 
and the entire team had put in a tremendous 
amount of hard work into the film.

Suswagatam Khushamadeed

“Suswagatam Khushamadeed” intends to spread 
a message of love, friendship and compassion 
elements that glue a society together. The film 
will fulfil the much required love , support and 
humour in this dark times.

ABIR GULAAL Kapkapiii
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Janab Shujat Ali Sufi at his Munsif office.
He assumed several positions including:
Official Spokesperson & Media Coordinator at Telangana Congress
Former Head Regional News Unit at DD Tamil
Former Joint Director at Doordarshan National (DD1)
Former Deputy Director News at Doordarshan Yadagiri
Former Deputy Director News at Doordarshan Saptagiri
Former Deputy Director at Press Information Bureau - PIB, Government 
of India
Former President at NSUI Hyderabad
Studied at Osmania University
Studied at Anwaruloom Degree College Hyderabad, Andhra Pradesh · 
University
Studied Phd mass communication at Telangana University

SHUJAT ALI SUFI

Right:
Gharelu Bataan
by Hamed Kamal
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Mecca Masjid - Hyderabad

Mecca Masjid, also known as Makkah Masjid, is one of the oldest and 
most significant mosques in Hyderabad, India. It is located near the 
historic landmarks of Charminar and Chowmahalla Palace. The construc-
tion of the mosque began in 1614 during the reign of Sultan Muhammad 
Quli Qutb Shah of the Qutb Shahi dynasty and was completed in 1694 
during the reign of Mughal Emperor Aurangzeb.

The mosque’s name, “Mecca Masjid,” is derived from the fact that the 
bricks used to build the central arch of the mosque were brought from 
the holy city of Mecca, Saudi Arabia. It is believed that Muhammad Quli 
Qutb Shah himself laid the foundation stone of the mosque.

Mecca Masjid is an impressive example of Indo-Islamic architecture, 
blending Persian, Mughal, and local architectural styles. The mosque is 
made of granite, and its main prayer hall can accommodate thousands of 
worshipers at a time. The central arch, made of a single piece of granite, is 
a prominent feature of the mosque and is a testament to the engineering 
skills of that era.

The mosque’s courtyard and prayer hall are adorned with beautiful 
arches, intricate carvings, and inscriptions from the Quran. The large and 
imposing structure stands as a symbol of religious harmony and cultural 
heritage in Hyderabad.

Mecca Masjid continues to be an important place of worship and a signif-
icant landmark, attracting visitors and devotees from all over the world. 
As with many historical and religious sites, it is essential to be respectful 
of the customs and traditions while visiting Mecca Masjid.
History:
The construction of Mecca Masjid began in 1614 during the reign of Sul-
tan Muhammad Qutb Shah, the sixth ruler of the Qutb Shahi dynasty. It 
was completed in 1694 during the reign of the Mughal emperor Aurang-
zeb, who conquered the Golconda Sultanate and completed the mosque’s 
construction. The mosque derives its name from the bricks used in its 
construction, which were reportedly brought from the holy city of Mecca.

Architecture:
Mecca Masjid exhibits an impressive blend of architectural styles. Its 
structure is a synthesis of Indian, Persian, and Mughal architecture. The 
mosque is made of granite, with intricate carvings and arches. The main 
prayer hall can accommodate thousands of worshippers at a time. The 
mosque’s courtyard is vast and can accommodate even larger congrega-
tions during important Islamic festivals and events.

HYDERABAD PAGES
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On the lighter side....
An accountant is in a car traveling with a farmer 
client around his farm. They pass a large group 
of sheep and the farmer says, “You’re pretty 
good with numbers, Keith. How many sheep do 
you reckon are in that paddock?”

The accountant looks at the sheep for a moment 
and says, “One thousand, eight hundred and 
thirty two.”

The farmer is amazed. “Exactly right,” he says. 
“How did you work that out so fast?”

“Easy,” says the accountant, “I counted the num-
ber of feet and divided by four.”
---------------------------------------------------
Thought Of The Day:

Wake Up

“If you want to make your dreams come true, 
the first thing you have to do is wake up.”
----------------------------------------------------
A man comes home from work, expecting his 
dog to welcome him with nothing but excite-
ment.

Dog: “I saw you out there.”

Me: “What?”

Dog: “I saw you pet the neighbor’s dog.”

Me: “I was just...”

Dog: (crying) “Did you rub his belly? DID YOU 
ASK IF HE WAS A GOOD BOY?!”
----------------------------------------------------
“Happiness is not by chance but by choice.”
------------------------------------------------------
When I became a licensed chiropractor, I 
moved back to my hometown and soon had a 
thriving practice. One morning I saw a new pa-
tient whom I recognized as my old high school 
principal.

“Gee,” I said nervously, “I’m a little surprised to 
see you here.”

“Why?” he replied. “You certainly spent a great 
deal of time in my office.”
-----------------------------------------------------
Walking through the hallways at the middle 
school where I work, I saw a new substitute 
teacher standing outside his classroom with his 
forehead against a locker. I heard him mutter, 
“How did you get yourself into this?”

Knowing he was assigned to a difficult class, I 
tried to offer moral support. “Are you okay?” I 
asked. “Can I help?”

He lifted his head and replied, “I’ll be fine as 
soon as I get this kid out of his locker.”
--------------------------------------------------
Catelin: My Mom has the worst memory.
Amanda: She forgets everything?

Catelin: No, she remembers everything!
--------------------------------------------------
Two elderly gentlemen in their mid-80s meet 
in the lobby of their apartment building. Both 
being hard of hearing, one asked the other in a 
louder voice, “Are you going to the market?”
The other one replies, “No, no. I am going to the 
market.”

The first gentleman says, “Oh, I thought you 
were going to the market.”
--------------------------------------------------
Why can’t Satan’s cheerleading squad win any 
competitions?

Because they have literally no chants in Hell.
------------------------------------------------------
Why can’t Satan’s cheerleading squad win any 
competitions?

Because they have literally no chants in Hell.


