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Do You REALLY Know Who You Are IN CHRIST JESUS? - Part 2
By Wade Anderson

Ready? Here we go ... Looking again at the phrase 'old and new covenant’ should cause us 1o search to find the differ-
ence between the two and where wea stand today, right? Let me see if | can paint a picture that most of us will better
undersiand. Let's look at 'old’ and 'new’ as an ID card. When we were still 18 years old we had an 1D card that told us we
ware not legally’ allowed to do this or that or even anter cerain places, That ID ¢ard held us back from many things we
thought we may have wanied to do or be a part of. In fact, it really restricted us. BUT, when we turned 21 we were given a
different 1D that allowed us what we then referred o a5 "even more and better benefits'. What am | saying? I'm here {o tell
you that when you receved Jesus as your persanal Lord and Savior you were given a different identity! Your new identity
is IN CHRIST JESUS! And in order for us to learn to grow from where we were to what Jesus has ALREADY made avail-
able to us and for us iUs important for us o find out who we are IN HIM!

Let mea ask you this question, "MNow that you are a new creation IN CHRIST (2 Corinthians 5:17) whose fault is if that you
are not living in divine health, operating in His peace, thatl vou are walking in lack instead of abundance, and continually
being beat up by the enemy with your past? It's not God's fault that you fail to find out all of the benefits your naw identity
IM CHRIST has provided for you! It's your lack of understanding NOT His lack of providing it! And the single most impor-
tant thing God wants us to know is, "Because of what My Son Jesus has ALREADY accomplished, I'm ne longer mad at
mankind! | no longer hold your $ins over your beads in judgment because | placed them ALL on the body of My Son Jesus
at the Gross! If I were to judge vou again after ALL that Jesus went through I'd have o apologize to My Son for all that |
put Him through. You CANNOT balance Law and Grace! You are either on one side or the other, You can either live
according to the Law and have o obey every letter of it, or you can receive and live in My free Gift of Grace. Then, instead
of running from Me when the enemy has condemned you of something, you can now run too Me for My help.”

Linder the Mew Covenant we no longer have o listen to the lies and deception of the devil! | wanli o share a few Scrip-
tures with you all declaring the Good News. In fact, the more we read the more is revealed about God's love for us rather
than anger even before we were what we would consider lovable,

"When wa weare uiterly helpless, Christ came at just the right time and died for us sinners ... God showed His
great love for us by sending Christ to die for us while we were still sinners, And since we have been made right in
God's sight BY the blood OF CHRIST, He (Jesus) will certainly save us from God's judgment ... S0 now we can
rejoice in our wonderful new relationship with God - all because of what our Lord Jesus Christ HAS DONE for us
in making us friends of God.” (Romans 5.6, 8, 9, 11)

"For sin is the sting that results in death, and the law gives sin its power. How we thank God, who gives us
vichory over sin and death THROUGH CHRIST JESUS our Lord.™ (1 Corinthians 15:56-57)

"But thanks be to God, who made us His captives and leads us along IN CHRIST'S triumphal procession. Now

wherever we go He uses us fo ftell others about the Lord and to spread the Good News like a sweet perfume.” (2
Corinthians 2:14)

"But now a rightecusness from God, apart from law, has been made known, to which the Law and the Prophets
testify. This rightecusness FROM God comes THROUGH faith IN JESUS CHRIST to ALL who belfeve.” (Romans
3.21-22)

"All that passing laws against sin did was produce more lawbreakers. But sin didn't, and doesn', have a chance
in competition with the aggressive forgiveness we call GRACE. When it's sin verses GRACE, GRACE wins hands
down, All sin can do is threaten us with death, and that's the end of il. GRACE, because God is putting everything
together again THROUGH (CHRIST JESUS) the Messiah, invites us into life - a life that goes on and on and on,
world without end,” (Romans 5:20-21) (Message)

"Now EVERYTHING is from God, who reconciled us to Himself THROUGH CHRIST and gave us the minisiry of
reconciliation: that is IN CHRIST, God was reconciling the waorld to Himself, NOT counting their trespasses (5ins)
against them, ..." (2 Corinthians 5:18-19) (Holman Christian Standard Bible)

"... we are ambassadors for Christ; certain that God is appealing through us, we plead on Christ's behalf, 'Be rec-
ancifed fo God." He made the One who did not know sin to be sin for us, so that we might become the righteous-
ness of God IN HIM." (2 Corinthians5:20-21) (Holman Christian Standard Bible)

Let's take a look at Romans 8:1-17 fram the New King James Version and the New Living Translation together. | do this
with the expectation that vour hears will be stired to search even deeper; with the desire o know and better understand
your identity, which has ALREADY been provided, through God's grace, by faith in Christ Jesus' finished wark
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"There is therefore NO CONDEMNATION to those who are IN CHRIST JESUS, who do not walk according to the
flesh, but according to the Spirit.” (MKJV) This is big folks! In other words God is saying that when we are IN CHRIST
we no longer have to listen to the accusations from the devil about cur past, about what we just did, or about anything we
will da in the future, NOT because of anything that we have done but because of EVERYTHING that God has already
provided for us THROUGH CHRIST JESUS! When the devil looks at us he no longer sees "us’ but instead he sees us
through the blood of Jesus, CHRIST IN us! HALLELUJARDN What God says about us is reality - anything different than that
is alie!

"For the power of the life-giving Spirit has freed you THROUGH CHRIST JESUS from the power of sin that leads
to death. The law of Moses could not save us, But God put into effect a different plan to save us, He sent His own
Son in a human body like ours, except that ours are sinful. God DESTROYED sin's control over us by giving His
Son as a sacrifice for our sins. He did this that the reguirements of the law would be FULLY accomplished for us
wiha no longer follow our sinful nature bout instead follow the Spirft.” (Romans §:24) In the Old Testament days
animal sacrifices were continually being offered as “sin offerings’. These sacrifices showed the Israelites how serious sin
was in their lives; Hood had o be shed before their 5ins could be pardoned. Reality was that animal Bood could not
remove sins. This lusiration was symbolizing and pointing to the sacrifice that only Jesus would Tulfill in order to pay for
ALL the sins of the world.

"Those who are dominated by the sinful nature think about sinful things, but those who are conirolled by the
Holy Spirit think about things that please the Spirit. If your sinful nature controls your mind, there is death. But if
the Holy Spirit controls your mind, there is Iffe and peace. For the sinful nature is always hostile to God, That is
wiy those who are siill under the contral of their sinful nature can NEVER please God.”™ (Romans §:5-8) We seein
these verses that Paul has divided people inlo two calegones - those who are dominated by their sinful nature and those
who are controlled by the Holy Spint's direction. Jesus gave us a way out of this first category and following Him brings life
and peace. II's wise for us 1o keap our lives centered on and in God. And when difficult imes arise in front of us, and thay
will, we should ask ocurselves, "What would Jesus want me 1o do? And then do that. Choosing to follow Jesus is always
the best choice,

"But you are NOT CONTROLED by your sinful nature. You are controlled by the Spirit if you have the Spirit of
God living in you. (And remember that those who DO NOT have the Spirit of Christ Iiving in them are NOT Chris-
tians at all.) Since Christ lives within you, even though your body will die because of sin, your spirit is alive
because you have been made right with God, The Spirit of God, which raised Christ from the dead, lives in you.
And just as He raised Christ from the dead, He WILL give life to your mortal body by this sarme Spirit living
WITHIN YOUL" (Romans B:9-11) Tha Holy Spirit is God's promise or guarantes of elemal life for thase who believe in
Jesus, If you've ever wondered whether yvou are truly a Christian or not, all vou have 1o do is check yvourself to see if thene
is evidence of the Holy Spirit in your life. If you find no evidence, well, that would be a great time to get right with God,

"So, dear brothers and sisters, you HAVE NO OBLIGATION WHATSOEVER TO DO WHAT YOUR SINFUL NATURE
URGES YOU TO DO. For IF you keep on following it, you WILL perish. But IF through the power of the Holy Spirit
you turn from it and its evil deeds, you WILL live. For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God.™
(Romans 8:72-14) This is prafty self explanatory. When wea are IN CHRIST JESUS wa no longer have (o follow the temp-
tations or urges of the fiesh becauses we now have God's very own Spirit inside of us, to help guide us away FROM our
old salfish desires,

"S0 you should NOT be like cowering, fearful slaves, You should behave instead like God's very own children,
adopted into His family - calling Him 'Father, dear Father.” For His Holy Spirit speaks to us deep in our hearts and
tells us that we ARE God's children. And since we ARE His children, we WILL share His treasures - for EVERY-
THING God gives to His Son, Christ, is ours, too. But if we are to share His glory, we must also share His suffer-
ing.” (Romans 8:15-17) In the Roman culture, the adopted person lost all rights in his old family and gained all the rights
a5 a legitimate child in his new family. He then bacamea not a partial heir, but a full heir (o Ris new father's estate, Paul
used this illustration o reveal to us that once we've given our lives 1o Christ wa've been grafied In to God's family. We
then have been given bath the privileges and the responsibilities as a child in God's family. Paul goes on to also meantion
hera that through cur new identity IN CHRIST we not only share in His inheritance but as well, in His sufferings. What
does this suffering look like (o us oday? Well, many of vou there behind those walls and fences know sometimes firsthand
what Paul is referring to. Perhaps you've ran into situations whare others there around you don't like the way you're
always lalking freely about your faith IN CHRIST. Maybe you are even told o 'SHUT YOLUIR TRAP" about this Jesus you
profess to follow while you're in their midst, Well, if either of these things have happened or are happening in your walk
with Jesus then the consensus would evidently be that you're headed in the right direction. The enemy sees and knows
that your identity is IN CHRIST JESUS and you're following the leading of the Holy Spinit. Keep it up because the deawvil
now KNows you have something worth trying 1o steal, your hope, your faith and your conflidence IN CHRIST!

.. Gonlinued on page 9
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Tt worry about annthing instead pran about cocenthing Tell $Hod what now need and thank §3im for
all 3 fas done Philippians 4:6 (NLT)

Pramer Reqnests
| went for my MBI and guess what? | have a plate in my head,
50 they couldn't see inside to be able to tell me what is going
on with these headaches. Mow I wonder why they didn't tell
me this when | was in the hospital before? 5o now I'm asking
everyone to pray for my healing and the headaches to be
GOME! M've learmied that we don't thank God for our hurts and
our pains because those things are from the devil. Instead,
we thank God in advance for the healings, that He loves us
and far doing all the great things in our lives, 've also
learried that we live in the radiance of His presence and to fix
my eyves on what is not seen instead of what is seen, In fact,
His light shines mast brightly through believers who trust
Hirn in the dark places of our lives. Trust in the supernatural
and the indwelling of the Holy Spirit ... M.G.

I've been blessed to be here, the only problem |.am having is
my thoughts sometimes. | just want to give up but | don't, |
keep pushing forward, “For God hath not given us the spirit
of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind.” (2
Timothy 1:7) "And who can win this battle against the
world? Only those who believe that Jesus is the Son of God."
(1 John 5:5) These are just some of the verses that | keep
close to my heart. God has been very good to me, He has
kept me safe. Please pray for my family for | haven't had any
contact with them. | miss my kids, | pray all the time for
everybaody. | refuse for satan to keep my family from me. |
know God hears me acconding to T John 5:74-15, “And we
are confident that he hears us whenever we ask for
anything that pleases him. And since we know he hears us
when we make our requests, we also know that he will give
us what we ask for.” | leave no room or appartunity for the
devil, "However, he has given each one of us a special gift
through the generosity of Christ” (Ephesians 4:27) Also,
pray for my celly that he may keep this cell full of peace, joy,
and love _.. A.G.

| could use a spiritual lift up ... | could use some strength and |
could use a prayver for some good news, like a cand from
family and wife ... DLG.

| need some help and somebody te pray for me and vy kids
and grandbabies. | want Ged to send me a good man ... K.M.

Flease keep me and my family in your prayers, as | will do the
same for yvou ... 5.0.

& prayer request for my mother, may God bless her in her
recovery as it's been a difficult couple of years for her ... R.Qs

| hawe a grandma, shie is 94 years oldl | haven't heard from
her in a while, 50 can you please pray for her .. D.D,

Please keep my family in your prayers, and everyone here ..
A.G.

Praise Reports

Here's a little praise to our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. As of

lately, I've found myselfin the hole, this has turned out to be

a blessing , as I've used this time to get back into reading the

Bible, This in turn has brought some fellow brothers in Christ
my way, and we have been able to fellowship even in

lockdown. It just goes to prove that our Lord and Savior will
provide the Light for use even in the darkest of places,

armen! God bless vou all .. R.Q.

| received the beautiful card you sent. | loved the encourag-
ing words, | love getting mail from pecple who love Jesus
the way | do and who knows where aur powers lay. | really
love to use it to defeat the enemy, The devil is a lar and he
dees a very good job of it. | have no fear, for satan was beat a
very long time ago. It gets really hard in here at times. | know
iy God is going to give me my release very soon. Thisis one
of the weorst prisons in Texas. | ended up here arnd at first |
was 50 afraid, | thought God had forsaken me. But oh nic, He
only became stronger and His power becama more
powerful. | will not be brought down by the devil, | can do all
things through Christ who strengthens me. The same Chirist
who rebuked the wind and calmed the raging sea and com-
manded, "Peace be still," and the wind stopped and an over-
coming calm took its place, is the same wonderful Christ |
serve today, | praise Him for putting you in my life and look
forward to building an agape love through our Lord
together .. M.

sa, | received my first newsletter from the (Sheroomers for
ﬁﬁrla-i today in the mail. Reading the story and testimony
from the outside about a mother whe bacame estranged
from her son due to addiction coukdn't have touched me on
a better day. | struggle with separation and nightmares and
distance from my family. | cannot help but feel comfort in
knowing that | need to pray for my atheist family, to find
comfort and peace in their lives, | can only hope and pray
that one day my mother's eyes and vision will be cleared.
Thank you God and Shwereomirs bt (3 frtet for putting this
nawsletter in my hands on the perfect day ... Amanda D.

Greeting in the name of our loving Father Jesus Christ to all
my brothers and sisters at E,"‘h'rwrru'ﬁ- for ﬁfrrl-zd_ Fraise Him in
all thirgs for He is almighty, omniscient, and omnipotent.
Fraise God!! First of all, | would like to say thank you all for all
your prayers and words of encouragement, it really means
so much to me to know people are really there for me. Jesus
has been doing great things for me here in prison. | am sorry
that this is going to be short and sweet, but it's because | am
working on answering letters to family members that just
started writing me, Praise God for this, Please know God is
waorking through me here in this place they call prison. Once
again thank you for your pravers, your letters and cards of
encouragement; it's a true blessing to me .. A.G.
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When You Don't Know What to Pray For, God Puts People in Your Life That Do
By K.P.

Thank you for always seeming to remind me that | am not alone ... as 2015 stared off on a sour note! My youngest of four
children was put inte the care of CPS in February of 201 5. Shock, worry and fear ruled and overwhelmed my heart and
soul. Being in prison while vour children NEED you most is a painful and heart wrenching expenence that | would wish on
WO ONE. Allegations of neglect sting because it would be insane for me 1o claim innocence. Defining the word ‘neglect’
and anybody that has placed themselves in prison is technically guilty of the same crime, if they have young chikdren.
Sure, i my daughter's mothar hadn't invited CPS into our life | probably wouldn't have heard from them. Regardiass of
the way that it happened, it did and besides | was the first one 1o screw up. Right?

=0, | went to my knees and prayed for strength, forgiveness and most imporantly a miraculous cutcome in this case at
hand. After I'd prayed | hit the door running. Meaning, | did what | could do which was to do what the judge, CPS and my
attorney asked of me to do. | signed up for every self-help class that was available here. | involved myself in programs like
Anger Management, Cage Your Rage, Better Parenting, Think for a Change, Prevent Domestic Violence, AA and NA and
all while working a 40 hour work week. THEN just when | thought all of this was working in our favor CPS changed the
case plan from Family Reunification to Outside Adoption. My heart hit the floor!! This new decision came in Oclober, just
after my youngest daughter's 5th birthday. With my heart breaking and at the vortex of losing my remaining marbles .. |
almost lost it

As Movember came in a new neighbor moved in and | received a new job assignment. | consider myself “eld school’ and
don't take fo change fast. Sure my old neighbor had habits that | never want to live with again, but you know, after awhile
you just get used to someocne. Ha! Hal | guaraniee you that old neighbor NEVER did for me what this new guy did for me!
This new neighbor and | started our new jobs together which paid us 8 times more money AND gave us 10 more hours a
week and those 10 houwrs paid us time and a half! Now instead of scraping by we are dreaming of what we will be
spending our savings retention fund on. Even though thess were some great days, most of my days | also spent over-
whealmed with grief. My next court date was quickly coming, January 2018, and all that | could do the month of December
was to get all of my completion certificates mailed out to my altorney, write down what | wished for to happen and HOPE
the judge and CPS would consider the previous case plan.

Mean while, this new job was a lof more work, especially when your marbles are being depleted by stress and depression.
The old neighbor would have NEVER noticed the difference | was going through let alone ask why | had all the photos of
my youngest daughter hanging on my board. For some reason conversation led me to open up about the crisis | was
going through with this new neighbor. We don't talk all of the time but when we do things that are said, at this point, hawve
been motivating to my soul. Throughout the month of December this NEW NEIGHBEOR had mentioned prayer. The night
before the court case he prayed silently for my case. On the day of the court hearing | went to the telephonic court hearing
room and picked up the phone. This whole thing was confusing encugh and then listening without being able to look into
the eves of the people who have the ability to grant whether you ever see your child again is yet another thing!

This is where | thank God! Only Ged could have made what happened happen! The court and CPS commended me for all
of my efforts! They granted my requeast for visitation with my youngest daughter AND they have unanimously agreed that
changing the case plan back o 'Family Reunification’ is in my child’s best interest. Even with a year and 10 days lefi o
serve here I'm happier than | have ever been since baing kocked up.

In the midst of all of this my heart still hurds for my daughter's mother. Way back when all of this started | said a litile
prayer for her 1o get Aght and fix all of this. | ask that everyone reading this will lift her in your prayers as she has fallen to
an all time low. | do thank God for all that He has helped me to achieve. | thank Him for His hand of persuasion when He
sent me this new neighbor and his prayers. | also thank God for keeping me alive through all of my darkest hours so that |
could make it to where | am today mentally and | also thank God for all the service and dedication of the Shwromers for

vkt
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To Define Strength
By G.B.B.

To define strength means having the capacity to endure. I've learmed to have strength and endure as my faith has been
tested. The trials of life have helped build my trust in God. You see, it wasn't until | kest my wife and daughters that | began
to realize what real strength was! | had begun to see the pain that | had causad others as well as feel the emotion and
heartache that had been done Io me. It was oo much o bear 5o 1 ook a leap of faith and said, "Yes God, You can have
me and all that | carmy.”

It was painful because that meant standing up to my fears and to many of my peers. | have leamed at times to stand in
silence that not everything needs to be defanded. I've learnad to walk out my Salvation and that's not always the aasiest
task at hand. But it can be accomplished by the helping hand of God. Philipplans 4:13 (MLT) tells us that, "For I can do
everything with the help of Christ who gives me the strength I need.” Through this verse and many cthers I've
leamed MNOT to become bitter about what has happened in my life and the humiliating experiences but to leave the bitter-
ness behind, The trug lesson in baing humble was not to give in but to ket go and depend on God's strength in love and
forgiveness,

Both the truths and the lies of my past are rough and through them I've learned that il takes strength and courage to leave
it all behind where | can then fall into God's loving arms of Grace and His strength. The storms of my life have built and
proven the strength of my Anchor, my Lord Jesus! I've seen a lifetimea of tragedies tumed inte valuable life lessons, It all
takes not just strength but love as well. As you read these verses from God's Word, ask yourself, "What does strength
mean o me?" | pray that Goed bless you all through His Ward.,

"0 my strength | sing praise to You; You O God, are my forfress, my loving God.” (Psalm 53:77)

“Blessed are those who's strength is in You who have setf their hearts on pilgrimage.” (Psalm 84:5)

“The Lord is my strength and my song; He has become my salvation.” (Psalm 118:14)

“But those who hope in the Lord WILL renew their strength. They WILL soar on wings like eagles, they WILL run
and not grow weary, they WILL walk and not be faint.” (Isalah 40:31)

"The sovereign Lord is my strength, He makes my feet like the feet of a deer, He enables me fo the heights.”
{Habakkuk 3:19)

Laughter
By M.G.

| was reading a book where women were asking this same question, "What will keep me young?”

| thought to myself, "Is the secret of youth different for everyone? |s thera some universal anti-aging potion?” Then |
thought to myself again, “I'm 67 vears old and | still feel young and | don't use anything to help me keep looking young!®
Well, anyways, | answered my own questions by saying, "Laughier is my drug of choicel” Simple as that. Laughter is the
language of tha young at heart and the antidotas to what ails us all. Laughter is available 1o anyone at any time. With
large doses, the benefits show up on our face, in our body language and it even puts a spring in our step! So | ask you,
"Who needs a face-ift or some crazy diet that doesn’t work?

Da you ever want (o just throw back your head and bellow, "Give me a break™? Life has its way of mounting up until we
are slumping down. Soon after that our joyful noise tums into grumpy groans. Well, you are not alone. That type of
attitude proclaims, "I've gone far enoughl! I've given way oo much and | am NOT doing this anmymorel” And as | ook
around me hare | see that all the girs seam to be saying thal. For ma, loday, | choose laughtar!

Suddenly, now, | hear myself praying ... when | say now | mean RIGHT NOW! ... "Dear Lord, like & child with her mom, |
thank You for not always dropping everything in the universe and rushing to my rescue. Instead, | thank You that You have
allowed me (o feel my neediness and experience my limitations. This in turn allows me o understand that it is You and
only You that canfwill save me. | don't wanl 10 refuse Your perect plan; instead | want to find my refuge im You. It's then
that | will find the stamina to make it through to the end. AMERI"
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2 Kings 20:1-23:30
Faith and prayer, if they are sincere and directed toward the One True God, can change any situation. {20:5-8)

In reading the biblical list of kings, it is rare (o find one who obeyed God completely. Josiah was such a person, and he
was only aight yaars old when he bagan to reign. For 18 years, hanLgnad obadiently, and then when ha was 26, ha
began the reforms based on God's laws. Children are the future leaders of our churches and our world. A person's major
work for God may have to wait until he is an adult, but ever oo young to take God seriously and obey Him.
Josiah's early years laid the base for Jale;tzwglm A22:1-2) The Word of God should cause us, like
and bring

Josiah, to take action immediately to into hamony with God's Will. (22:11)

It is not enough for us to say we believe
James was emphasizing when he L
means acting differently at homea, s

mustrespond with action, doing what faith requires. This is what
iof result in good deeds is yseless.” (James 2:20) This
imply talking about obedience is not encugh. (23:4-8)

Acts 27:18-22:16

Sometimes we must go the second miile to avoid offen sepecially whenltoing so would hinder God's work,
(21:21) o A

When you witness for Christ, first identify y mare likely to listen if they feel a
common bond with you. (22:3-4) We mu Mews and leave the resulis (o God.
(22:6)

Psalm150:16 0 e iR AL

In a way, the book of Psalms parallels our spiritual journey through 'h'i & by presanting us with two roads: the way
to life, and the way to death. If we choose God's way to life, we stillfa lessings and troubles, joy and grief, success

and obstacles. Through it all, God is at our side, guiding, encouraging, eemforting, and caring. As the wise and faithful
hiread.: Knowing this will cause us to praise God
world Ha has in store for those whao faith-
fully followed Him. (150:6)

Proverbs 18:9-12

i »
Foot™ Notes :

Hello again, | jusl wanted to share some “wal - 5, | had as | woke up the other day. You know what I'm

falking about, the thoughts that sometimes r3 ugh your mind as you're barely opening your eyes.

zople sE oget all caught up, all holier tham thou with all these
laws and rules that they cling to and look down on or ostracize anybody who doesn't tow ‘their line of thought, How
can they so easily blow off the fact our only path to Salvation was through the Blood of Christ? It's the Blood of Christ that
covers all sin and only through our faith in Christ are we accepted into heaven. You cannot get to or gain access into
heaven through antiquated rules or laws. If thal was what was necaessary none of us could or would be perfect enough to
make it. It's only because of Jesus' sacrifice that we are cleansed and our ability to have any standing with God, was pur-
chased, - o ¥

it 3 4
Put your efforts into having a relationship with Jununcm _ ,ﬁiar'r:.r about what anyona else says bacausa thay cer-
tainly cant get you into heaven. Trust only in the Lord Jesus with all your heart, give all your faith to Him and you

too shall be covered by His Blood sacrifice, amen! It was like God had woke me up to write down these thoughts so hare
they are.

Love to ya'll short and tall ... Vaya con Dios, Don't ride faster than your angels can fly!
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Do You REALLY Know Who You Are IN CHRIST JESUS?Y - Part 2 continued from page 4
REMEMBER THIS, "GOD'S NOT MAD AT YOU, IN FACT HE'S NOT EVEN IN A BAD MOOD TOWARDS YOU!™ In
heaven, when God brags about you He pulls cut His wallet and shows the angels your picture saying, "Look at
My son, look here at My daughter. They're the apple of My eye!™ Okay, 20 God having a wallet may not be biblical but
you better believe He IS bragging about you! God Loves youll

What Others Are Saping...

"I want to thank vou all there at hwercomers for Ghrist for your thoughtfulness in the remembrance of my birthday. It really
made my day when | got your card. | was thanking Jesus Christ for all of you because you guys are a big blessing to me
and everyonea in here, May the Lord Jesus Christ keep on blessing all of you over there, give everyone my thanks.” - $.0.

"There is not a monih that seems to pass that | dont find myself lost in despair, asking myself, as | look at these same
four walls, day in and day out, 'Is there not even one who cares for me? Am | really so bad that my life amounts to these
four walls? And | am at a loss of words to describe the amount of gratitude | have for you all there at Shercomers for (Hfitiet,
because it is you that bring me hope, where somatimes | just can't see any. | like the personal letters .., the power that
flows through the letters is great. | keep them in my Bible as bookmarkers and read them for encouragement. The monthly
issues that you send to me never fail to teach me that | am not alone. There is no contact or hope that | recaive except
from you all, thank you.” - T.M.

"Thank you so much for the newsletter and evenything you do for all of us behind bars. | was very moved by the Grace
Message in December 2014 and January 2015 edition. I've passed it along to some of the brothers here on my run and it
touched them as well, Again, thank you all for remembering us.” - R.W.

"I was first introduced to your Shwemers Er (Sfrist magazine in jail. | received a two year sentence in prison. One of the first
things | found when | got here was a copy of your December 2014 issue. | have made the cholce to immerse mysalf in the
Word. | think your magazine is a perfect compliment.” - T.R.

"l wanted to let you know that | have moved, so will you please change my address so | can start recaiving my newsletiers
here. | thank you and appreciate your time. | also want you to know that | enjoy reading my newsletters, | sometimes
share some of the stories | read in there with my cellie. | find comfort in a lot of what | read and it reminds me why |
changed my ways and now do my best to walk in the light, 50 | again thank you and | pray that our Father in heaven will
bless yvou for all yvour good works.” = JUW.

“| hope that this letter finds all of my brothers and sisters at Swreomes for (Sfrist in the best health and utmost highast of
spirits, praying for yvou always in our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ name. Thank you sl for always sending me the news-
latter every month. | enjoy reading it bacause it's very encouraging when | feel down. | alse pray for all my brothers and
sisters and for their praver requests.” - LZ.

“I've enjoyed your newslellers for years, actually being in and oul of prison oo many imes to care o say. | appreciale
being added to the newsletter you mail to us inside. I've got @ coupla years (o go and the inspiration | found from you
helps me in different ways.™ - W.5.

| hava baan receiving newslatter for a while now, thank you! My little sister, Maria, goas 1o your church, This newslatter
has been a big help to me and to those | pass it along to. Praise the Lord! You sent me a bithday card ... Wow!l The card
is beautiful, thank you, and that our Lord and Savior put it in your hearts to send it to me. Well, that just makes it that
much more special! Birthdays and holidays are hard in here, but | thank God for the strength He gives me to overcomer,
and the joy He puls in my heart. May God bless this ministry and everyang involved with it.” - J.Q.

"Again, thank you for the newsletter and everything else you do for us on the inside. You are a real blessing 1o so many of
us, even those not yet on your roster, The newsletter gets passed around in here every month and we hear the feadback
from sewveral of the guys in the building. Please accept this tithe in Jesus' name to continue the work God has called you
to da, Thank you for being obedient and for walking out God's mercy and grace lowards each life you touch through this
ministry.” - R.W.

“After seeing what God has done with my brother, Cory, you can imagine how encouraged | am. It was nice seeing his
article in the December 2014 issue of the newsletter. Of course, | was pleased to see my own article Lukewarm. But even
more touching was in the comments of ane of our brothers who mentioned that my articke on boundarnies and our children
slapped him in the face. It's a good feeling when we can encourage our brethren about Kingdom business, espacially,
where our children are concernad. | thoroughly enjoyed our December 2014 issue of the newsletter and was compelled to
write you." -« M.D.
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An Angel in the form of a 'Black Rooster’
While reading your March newsletter | felt inspired 1o share some of my oWwn testimony.

In March of 2010 | was in a very bad car accident. | fell asleap while driving and hit a truck head on. We were both doing
over 80 mph at the time of impact. | had my 2 small children in the car with me ... | was driving a 1987 Mustang, Our
viehicles hit so hard that the back ends came up in the air and almost touched cach other. My 4 year old daughter was in
the back seal, skeeping while my 5 year old son was in the front. Iremember waking up and there was smoke evenywhere.
| immediately began frantically searching for my children. | was trapped in my seat, the engine was basically in my lap and
my right foot was practically severed because it was still on the gas pedal which was now up on my chest.

I first saw my little girl. | could see her brown hair on the floor board on the passenger side. Her face was down and there
was a lot of blood. | couldn' tell if she was alive and I couldn't reach her with my leg crushed into my chest It took every
bit of myy strength o push my leg off of my chest and reach for the strands af my baby's hair ... just then she gasp for air
and | knew she was alivel Then | began o visually search and scream for my sen. | couldn't find him anywherg, and |
began to think the worst. Then | looked out of the shattered windshield and saw my baby boy standing in the road yelling,
*Please stop! HELP MY MOMMY!"

We were all life flighted to the hospital but my chlidren went to a diferent hospital than | did. | wasn't able (o see them until
a few weeks later when they came (o 5ea me in the hospital. | couldn't figure out how my 5on got out of the car and the
police couldn't figure it cut either, AND he had NOT OMNE scratch, bumgp, or bruise on him. | asked him when he came to
see me in the hospital, "Son, how did you get out of mommy's car that day? Fll never forget his answer, and il awakens
my soul @ach time that | think about it. Ha said, "Mommy, you looked right at ma and told me to GO! You said it was safa
for me to go with that black rooster.”

| know that God sends us His amgets in all forms and on March 13th, 2010, He sent us an angel in the fonm of a black

raaster to remove my 50N from the car 50 he wouldn't die in the accident. | dont understand the significance of the 'black
rooster but | don't quastion it either.

My baby girl only had a few cuts on the top of her head causing all tha blood | 2een. And, the man in the truck, he lived
teo! I'm now serving a total of 8 1.2 years in prison for that car accident ... but each day | feel blessed! | know that God
has a special plan for my children ... He deasn't send His angels for nothing!! - J.W.
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Focusing on God
From New Life Ministries

d our courage tested by the inevitable disappointmenis and tragedies of life. After all, ours is a world filled
ginty, hardship, sickness, and danger. Trouble, it seems, is never too far from the front doar. When we focus

L ur fears and our doubls, we may find many reasons to lie awake at night and fret about the uncertainties of the
& mﬂdw A betler stratagy, of coursa, is to focus not upon our fears, but instead upon our God. God is as near as yaur
: next breath, and He is in contrel. He offers salvation to all His children, including wou. God is your shield and your
sirength; you are His forever. So don't focus your thoughis upon the fears of the day. Instead, trust God's plan and His
aternal love for you. And remember: God is good, and He has the last word.

“Whathar our fear is absolutaly realistic or out of proportion in our mMinds, our greatest refuge is Jesus Chrisl.” - Luci
Swindoll

“Fear and doubl are conguered by a faith thal rejofces. And faith can refoice because the promises of God are as certain
a5 God Himself,™ - Kay Arthur

Today's Prayer ... Your Word reminds me, Lord, that even when | walk through the valley of the shadow of death, | neaed
fear no évil, for You ans with me, and You comfort ma. Thank You, Lord, for a parfect lova that casts out fear. Let me liva

courageously and faithfully this day and every day. Amen!

<% Editor's Note — Teen Challenge Bike Run

The Shwrcomers for Gfirist Is NOT a Motocycle Club or Motorcycle Ministry. However, we ARE a ministry that loves to ride
motorcydes, espacially when it's to glonfy God!
The picturas on page 2 of this months newsletter was a joint effort of Christians, a group of people trom all walks of life
that have felt the touch of God’s love and grace in their own lives.
On this Saturday we all came togather for the 8th Annual Teen Challenga Bike Run, Wa cama together to support and
raise moeney to further the work that Teen Challenge does in helping other men and women beat addictions and strong

halds and turn their lives around. It was an awesome day of lestimonies, food, great people, and fellowdhip ALL to glorify
our Lord Jesus Chist.

Solution to Quotefall on page 10: Professing themselves o be wise they became fools (Romans 1:22)

Quote Worthy

"Adversity is always unexpected and unwelcome. It is an intruder and a thief, and yet in the hands
of God, adversity becomes the means through which His supernatural power is demonstrated.”
= Charles Stanley - Senior pastor of First Baptist Church in northern Atlanta, Georgia. He is the founder
and president of In Touch Ministries and also served two one-year terms as president of the Southern
Baptist Convention from 1984 to 1986. He has an evangelical and dispensationalist theology.

Ministry Tithes & Offerings ... 2 Ways to Give

N It takes the body of Christ working together to create, print, and mail this newsletter. Mone of this would be possible without the
~faithful support of many people who believe in this ministry. The vision of this ministry is to offer hope, love, and encouragemant
e those whe are incarcerated. You are investing in spreading rd of God to lost souls, and encouraging and mentoring

. There are two ways to give to the Shwm

By CHECK or MOMEY ORDER - Make s Living Weord E Aurch and in the memao section put
“"For Overcomers for Christ". Mail your check or money order to PO Box 42023, Phoenix, Arizona 85080

re new online giver, then click on "Create
the account set-up. If you are existing online giver, then select "Give No ﬂmeynuarehgga:lhmme

MNow", and under the ,j**[ dmp—duwnsﬂlact'ﬂsﬂuundf then from the drop-down to the rig
hrist | Prison Ministry”




The Message of Encouragement
By M.B.

A mighty wind blew night and day,
It stole the oaks leaves away.
Then snapped its boughs and pulled its bark,
_— until the cak was tired and stark.
- But still the oak tree held its ground,
S while other trees fell all around.

— The weary wind gave up and spoke,
"How can you still be standing cak?™

The cak tree said, "1 know that you
can break each branch of mine in two.
Carry every leaf away,
shake my limbs and make me sway.

But I have roots stretched in the sarth,
growing stronger since my birth:
You'll never touch them, for you see

they are the deepest part of me, -
Until teday I wasn't sure of just s co—
how much 1 could endure —

But now I've found, with thanks to you, - ol
I'm stronger than | ever knew." -

This makes me think everything He has created has ts plac

in vers and sisters don't worry His plar
——— —— ~ ourplaceinit. _

Help us be befler stewards by sending youwr change of address wher
EDITORIAL Wade "Duck”™ Anderson, Michelle Anderson ART &
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