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Mark Your Calendar

How did this happen? We're already in the last month
of summer which means our gardens are in
full bloom attracting butterflies and bees of every size.
How about taking a moment to step back and enjoy
your garden?

August 3

We certainly were treated to many special gardens this
last month. “Welcome to My Garden” continues to be
a success and we thank Sandy Pike and her friend for
inviting us into their private spaces. Sandy truly is a
master gardener and I love how she wanted to have
“some” flowers in her front yard.

UW Whitewater Garden Tour
Registration Closed

August 17
Kelton House Farm Garden Tour
Registration Closed

August 22

Dale Sievert's garden in Waukesha showed us several
varieties of moss and what happens when a person
develops a garden over many years and doesn't tire of
the painstaking chore of making everything look so
luscious.

Photographing Nature’s Cathedrals
Registration Deadline 8/12

The garden club got a glimpse into an urban “farm” at
Debra Koenig's beautiful home and rolling acreage.
Her lovely gardens, orchard and vineyard were a real
treat. She told us they harvested 8,000 pounds of
grapes last year from that vineyard. Even though she
told her husband that she is a gardener and not a
farmer, I think she helps him maintain their “farm”.

Programs for the new fiscal year will be
approved at the August Board Meeting with
details in the September Newsletter:

We have more gardens in store for you to visit this
month. First, we head to the University of WisconsinWhitewater to tour the campus gardens and then up
to Fredonia to visit the Kelton House farm. We will see
a variety of heirloom flowers, vegetables and fruits
along with heirloom varieties of livestock.

September 25
Daytrippers Walking Tour of
Wisconsin Avenue Sculptures

The club is very fortunate to be able to visit all these
gardens and we thank all our club members who
volunteer their private retreats. We will be starting a
new year with places to visit next year.
Enjoy your gardens! Lilly

NOTE:

September 21
Garden Club Meeting

October 19
Garden Club Meeting
November 16
Garden Club Meeting

Continue

Friday, August 3, 2018
9:45 AM Gather at the visitors’ center on campus
10:00 AM Tour begins
12:00 PM Depart for the restaurant
12:15 - 1:30 PM Lunch

UW Whitewater Garden Tour & Lunch
Join the MAM Garden Club for a tour of the gardens on the campus of the University of WisconsinWhitewater. UW-W has perennial gardens, annual beds, a greenhouse, a prairie and a community garden. They
have recently added a stunning waterfall feature outside the student union.
The tour will be led by the director of the horticulture maintenance program who will explain how students and
the community are involved in the creation and maintenance of the gardens on campus.
Following the tour, we will enjoy a family style fish fry and roasted chicken lunch at a local restaurant,
841 Brewhouse in Whitewater.
Reservations are closed. Nancy Cody has sent directions and carpooling information to those registered.
(Sponsored by the Environmental and Education Committee)

Friday, August 17, 2018
9:30 AM Gathering Time at Goerke’s Corners Park N Ride
10:00 AM Gathering Time at Brown Deer Park N Ride
10:45 AM Tour
12:30 PM Buffet Lunch

Annual Garden Tour Kelton House Farm
Nestled at the edge of the Kettle Moraine in Fredonia, WI, Kelton House Farm is a slice of early America
transported to modern day Wisconsin. Featured on the 2017 Garden Conservancy Tour, this magnificent
property will be a treat for both gardeners and history buffs.
Our host is the current owner and MAM trustee, Joseph P. Gromacki, who designed the gardens. A tour of the
historically furnished house, led by our host, is also included.

Note: Carpooling is mandatory due to
limited parking at the farm.
Dress is luncheon appropriate, but with comfortable non-slip shoes.
Hats are recommended because most of the property is in the sun.

Registration is closed and a waiting list has been developed.
The address of the property and carpooling information was included with your Eventbrite confirmation.

Lunch will be an al fresco buffet, catered by Shully’s.
(Sponsored by Garden Tours Committee)

Wednesday, August 22, 2018
9:45 AM Gather in Windhover Hall
10:00 AM Tour begins

Photographing Nature’s Cathedrals
Docent Led Tour

The MAM Garden Club Photography Committee is sponsoring a docent led tour of the museum's
current exhibit, "Photographing Nature's Cathedrals."
Photographing Nature’s Cathedrals presents American landscape photographs by three nineteenthcentury artists who used mammoth plate prints, panoramas, and stereographs—the cutting-edge
photographic technology of their time—to capture the natural wonders of the country. The
photographs on view helped create the myth of the Edenic American West, attracted tourists to the
unusual formations in the Driftless region of Wisconsin, and inspired the creation of Yosemite National
Park.
Attendance is limited, so please register early if you are interested. There is no charge, but if you
register, you are expected to attend. No cancellations unless you can arrange for another member to
take your place. Thanks for understanding. Your MAM Garden Club Eventbrite invitation was sent on
July 24th.
Registration deadline is August 12th. Members only.
Location: Milwaukee Art Museum – meet in Windhover Hall

Welcome to My Garden
Approximately 50 members toured the gardens of Sandy Pike
and her friend Carolyn Hofman on July 6, 2018 and relished
nearly perfect weather. We saw Sandy’s containers of “Proven
Winner” Vista Bubblegum petunias and heard her speak about
the products she uses. She encouraged us to check the
Proven Winners website for great plant info and ideas and
added, “Don’t forget to click on the event tab to learn about
their annual Grand Garden Show gala on Mackinac Island.”

Mark & Sandy Pike in their garden
(photo by Laeh McHenry)

Many of the new hybrid annuals are vigorous growers, and
because they are sterile they don’t set seed and therefore
don’t need deadheading. However, they require a lot of
fertilizer to look their best. She uses “Jacks” which is
formulated for hard (well) water and is especially good for
iron hungry plants including petunia, calibrachoa ( million
bells) , bacopa, verbena, vinca and salvia. She also tries to use
more natural products, including “Liquid Fence“ to deter deer
and rabbits and “Mosquito Barrier.”
Donna Krichan discussed milk weed and the steps to take if it
is infected by bacteria (phytoplasma). She indicated the most
successful Butterfly Weed for clay soils is Asclepias Tuberosa.
After visiting Sandy’s Garden, we toured Carolyn’s perennial
garden with many different types of plants. We then enjoyed
delicious homemade treats thanks to Joelene Reck.

Jolene Reck (master baker!) & Nancy Cody
(photo by Laeh McHenry)

Brenda Rosin-Schaff, Char Schulze, Mary Bohren,
(back) Carmel Liberman, Jan Blooming & Janet Wintersberger
enjoy Sandy’s garden
(photo by Karen Flanagan)

Claudia Rovens, Mary Berger, LaRee Savlan &
Sybille Hamilton at Carolyn Hofman’s Garden

For more information on monarchs and milk weed, see:
https://monarchlab.org/?/resources-links/blog/milkweedphytoplasma (Information from Donna Krichan)

Wisconsin Museum of Quilts & Fiber Arts
On July 10th the club visited the Wisconsin Quilt Museum to view the “13th Quilt Nihon,” a show from Japan
featuring both traditional and contemporary quilts. Docent Kate Schroeder gave an informative lecture and
Executive Director Melissa Wraalstad provided background on the museum. After the lecture we toured the
grounds and then enjoyed a box lunch; some of us even found ways to spend money in the gift shop.
Thanks to Barb Schumacher of Daytrippers/Garden Tours for organizing this event.

Overview of the Quilt Museum (photo by Karen Flanagan)

Charlotte Castleberry, her guest Linda Siehr &
Barb Schumacher

View of the museum

“Ladies in Pink” Barb DeCoursey, Lynn Sigler &
Debra Miller view the quilts

Split tree branch on the grounds

Prairie Pals
The Prairie Pals are weeding the new planting areas at Lakeshore State Park that include our MAMGC
donated plantings. We have direction from Angela Vickio, DNR Naturalist Guide. She makes sure we
know the plants from the weeds. If you are new to this (as most of us are) don’t be afraid to volunteer.
Weeding dates have been set for the next month: Wednesdays August 8 and 22. We will meet at the
entrance next to Discovery World at 8:00 AM and be done by 10:00 AM. Weeding dates for September
will be determined by the DNR. If you would like to be included in this worthwhile project just contact
Judy Gilroy (Judy Gilroy at jdg47@gmail.com) and indicate the date(s) you are available, and she’ll send
you more detailed information. You don’t need to volunteer for both days.
Help make this great urban oasis even more beautiful!
This amazing urban setting is so beautiful and will be made more so as the plants mature. Come join us!

Pulling weeds and deadheading undesirable grasses was the main objective of the Prairie Pals
on July 11. DNR representatives (green vests) gave guidance. Pictured above LaRee Savlan,
Karen Flannigan, Carol Double and Ann Luba. Also working that day were Nancy Cody, Judy
Gilroy, Catherine Piotrowski and Char Schulze. (photo by Char Schulze)

Judy Gilroy pulls some tough weeds.
(photo by Char Schulze)

Volunteers hard at work!
(photo by Char Schulze)

Dale Sievert Moss Garden Tour
20th,

On July
approximately 70 club members and their guests toured of Dale Sievert’s Japanese style
garden featuring over 40 species of moss spilling over lush florals, water elements and statuary.
Building this garden has been a lifetime “labor of love” for Dale. Members were amazed by the
beauty.

Annette Mickelson, Lynda Curl, Claudia
Rovens & Mary Berger tour the garden.
Dale Sievert

It was a perfect day to tour a
moss garden!

(photo by Char Schulze)

(photo by Nicholas Lemus)

(photo by Brenda Rosin-Schaff)

Waterfall

Ruby Kerr, Julianne Salamone,
MaryAnn Dude & Lilly Harris -meditating?

Zen feeling in the garden

(Photo by Nicholas Lemus)

Margaret Johnson, Peggy Dineen, Maria Tully &
Catherine Dhein are ready for the tour

Georgeann Kaczmarek, Wendy Luljak & Helen
Dahms get acquainted

Ten Chimneys
After the Moss Garden tour, we drove to Ten Chimneys, the home of stage stars Alfred Lunt and Lynn
Fontanne, where we enjoyed a box lunch. Members toured the museum, home, garden and
Scandinavian cabin. It was interesting to see how the house was “staged” with many stairs, so
Hollywood visitors could all have a grand entrance into a room.
Some people loved the costumes and “hammed it up.” Future thespians?

Playbills
Barb & Al DeCoursey

MaryAnn Dude

Rob & Ruby Kerr (photo by Nicholas Lemus)

Koenig Garden
On July 27th members visited Debra Koenig’s garden in River Hills. She and her husband purchased the
95-year-old home 32 years ago. They have added on to the house and developed the garden and
vineyard. There is an old barn foundation with paths, apple trees and many espaliered pear trees. We
were treated with homemade goodies and then toured the gardens and vineyard.

Susan Friebert, Pat Matusiak & Missie
Hawley enjoy the treats

Debra donated
“door prizes” of
homemade jams
and honey to lucky
winners:
Georgia Cain
Lilly Harris
Ann Lemmenes
Ann Luba
Wendy Luljak
Cindy Mestan
Carol Offenbacher
Lynn Sigler
Nancy Tawney
Janet Wintersberger

Pat Ruttum, Janet Wintersberger &
Ursula Twombly

Apple tree & espaliered pear trees

Photographer Jan Blooming
gets photographed
(photo by Susan Koch)

Everyone huddles for a group shot.

Debra explains the vineyard. They grow
Frontenac, Frontenac Gris & Marquette
grapes, developed by the Univ. of
Minnesota for cold climates. They net
each row of grapes when they start to
turn purple to protect them from the
birds. They don’t make wine but do sell
the grapes.

FYI (Items of Interest to our members)
Month of August Heirloom Gardens at Old World
Wisconsin daily 10 AM - 5 PM.
Help tend & harvest 15 heirloom gardens & learn
how immigrants cultivated connections to their
homelands while embracing new foods & plants
of Wisconsin. Cost $19.

See oww@wisconsinhistory.org for details &
directions.

August 2 Ebert’s Greenhouse Village “Ladies
Night Out.” 5 - 8:30 PM. Enjoy summer in the
country with a glass of wine as you stroll the
beautiful grounds. Melinda Myers will answer
plant questions and do a book signing.
W1795 Fox Road, Ixonia.

August 4 & 5 Wisconsin Iris Society: Iris Rhizome
Sale. 9 AM – 4 PM. Garden House, Boerner
Botanical Gardens, 9400 Boerner Drive, Hales
Corners. No cost to enter park to attend iris sale.

August 5 Newberry Garden Party 11 AM.
Historic Milwaukee hosts many walking tours and
this summer and has Garden Parties open to nonmembers. Join us for brunch and a tour of an
iconic home on Newberry Boulevard in Milwaukee.
Guests will enjoy hors d’oeuvres and mimosas in
the beautiful garden and tour of the home with the
homeowners. Tickets $60.
See historicmilwaukee.org for details or to register
or call 414-277-7795.

August 11 Havenwoods State Forest “Bat Hike”
8 - 9:30 PM.
Join the Havenwoods staff for a twilight Bat Hike
using a bat detector to listen for bats and collect
data for the Wisconsin DNR. Free.
6141 N. Hopkins St., Milwaukee.
Call 414-527-0232 if weather is questionable.

August 12 Tea on the Terrace at Villa Terrace
Museum. 3 - 5 PM.
Enjoy tea, tea sandwiches and music by Joshua
Catania on the museum’s terrace overlooking Lake
Michigan. Hats are encouraged! $30. Advance
tickets are required. See www.villaterrace.org for
more information and to purchase tickets.
2222 N. Terrace Ave., Milwaukee.

August 26 Lake Park History Walk. 1 - 3 PM.
Take a Lake Park History Walk: old maps and
photographs will be used to help interpret and
highlight the park’s historical buildings, bridges and
statues. Meet at the Warming House, 2975 N. Lake
Park Rd., Milwaukee.

What’s the name of that plant?
I love this plant –
wish I knew the name!

If you have a smart phone there are apps that
identify plants. We want your help in testing
them. If you use an app and like it, please
give us your recommendation – if you’d like to
be a tester, also let us know.
Contact Carmel Liberman at
Carmel Liberman cmlinmuk@gmail.com
Once we’ve tested the apps, a
recommendation will be made to club
members. You’ll impress your friends with
your great plant knowledge!

Change of Email Address
Lori Couture: LKC.Couture@gmail.com
Joe Becker: jjbecker333@gmail.com

COMMITTEES
All members are encouraged to join a committee.
If you haven’t already joined, please do so now. See
your yearbook and the Annual Meeting minutes for
details. This lists the Chairmen that you may contact
for questions and to join.
Environmental and Education– Nancy Cody, includes
Bee Friendly & Konnecting Kids
(nacody2011@gmail.com)
Floral Design- Pat Netzow (patnetzow@sbcglobal.net)
Garden Tours – Charlene (Charlie) Kordus, includes
Daytrippers (ckordus@gmail.com)
Horticulture – Nicholas Lemus, includes Down & Dirty
(Nicholassunset@yahoo.com)
Landscape Design – Judy Gilroy, includes Branching
Out & Prairie Pals (jdgilroy47@gmail.com)
Membership – Jan Blooming, includes Outreach
(bloomingj@hotmail.com)
Photography – Sabrina Bryant, includes Zoom In
(sbryant3@wi.rr)
Silent Auction -- Char Schulze (cers39@aol.com)

House of Cards Update from Lori Couture
Lori Couture presented a new opportunity
to participate in a MAM “House of Cards”
project for the Art Museum. Members are
invited to contribute to a work of art by
creating a design on a card. During the
summer thousands of people will decorate
cards for the entrance to the Serious Play
exhibition. Please decorate the white side
of the cards and turn them in to Lori no
later than August 15th.
You may give your finished card to Lori at
the Whitewater tour. She needs all cards
by August 15th! If you are not attending
and still have your cards, please email Lori
at LKC.Couture@gmail.com She will be
happy to pick them up from you. Please do
not throw the cards away. You can turn in a
blank card. Others have asked for
additional cards. Thank You.

Social – Julianne Salamone (packermom22@aol.com)

MAMGC NEWS
A monthly publication of MILWAUKEE ART MUSUEM GARDEN CLUB
Thank You to the many members who helped with this newsletter. Submissions and photos from our
members keep the newsletter fresh and informative. Please be sure to submit your photos and “FYI” activities.
Photos in this newsletter are by Ruby Kerr, unless otherwise credited.
Ruby Kerr, Editor

Please send information and photos for the newsletter to:
rubyckerr@gmail.com
414-224-1457 Cell 414-217-7196
Deadline for the September Issue: August 27, 2018

