SAINT MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH
332 S. Lee Street, Americus, GA 31709
September 22, 2019 22 de Septiembre del 2019
Twenty-Fifth Sunday in O.T. Vigésimo Quinto Domingo del T.O.
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General Parish Information / Informacion General de 1a Parroquia

Parish office phone: 229-924-3495

Parish e-mail: stmaryamericus@gmail.com

Parish website: www.stmaryamericus.com

Parish office hours: Tuesday-Friday: 9:00AM-4:00PM

Parish Staff and Contacts

Parochial Administrator: Father Samuel Anickwe
Deacon: Rev. Mr. Bernie Bosse

Bookkeeper: Randy Vanderwilt

Bi-lingual Secretary: Mireya Lopez

Parish Council President: Lynn Ingle

Finance Committee Chair: Deacon Bernie Bosse
Security/Alarm System Caretaker: Chet Crowley
Coordinator of Religious Education (CRE): Ron Akerman
RCIA (English): Deacon Bernie and Louise Bosse
RCIA (Spanish): Raul Yanez & Sara Rueda

Infants/Children Baptism Preparation (English): Deacon Bernie Bosse
Infants/Children Baptism Preparation (Spanish): Juan Alejo and Angélica Sanchez
Liturgical Ministers Coordinators (English): Deacon Bernie and Louise Bosse
Liturgical Ministers Coordinators (Spanish): Sara Rueda and Karina Rueda

Music Coordinator (English): Kathy Calcutt

Music Coordinator (Spanish): Martin Lara

Youth Ministry Coordinator: Rocio Aparicio

Altar Linens: Maureen Turner

Facilities Coordinator: Craig Martindale

Parish Council of Catholic Woman (PCCW): Carolyn Campbell
Knights of Columbus #7113 Grand Knight: Andrew Doble

SCHEDULE OF WEEKLY MASSES

Saturday: 5:30 PM (English); Rosary before Mass 5 PM
Sunday: 9:30 AM (English); 11:30 AM (Spanish)
Tuesday thru Friday: 12 PM in chapel (English)

SACRAMENTAL INFORMATION

Baptismal Preparation Class - Contact the pastor by phone
/email to register for a pre-Baptism class at least a month
ahead of a Baptismal date.

Marriage Preparation - Contact the pastor at least 6
months before the expected wedding date.

Anointing of the Sick — For Anointing or for emergency,
please call 412-606-7701.

Reconciliation - Saturday 4:30 pm to 5:00 pm or call Fr.
Samuel for an appointment.

Our Mission: We, the parishioners of St. Mary Catholic
Church in Americus, Georgia, share our diversity while em-
bracing our common Baptism by worshiping God, celebrat-
ing the Eucharist, honoring Mary, spreading the Word, and
serving others.
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HORARIO DE LAS MISAS

Sabado: 5:30 PM (ingles)

Domingo: 9:30 AM (ingles); 11:30 AM (espaifiol)
Martes a Viernes a la 12:00 (ingles) en la capilla

INFORMACION SACRAMENTAL

Clases de Preparacion Bautismal - Por favor llame nues-
tros feligreses Juan y Angélica Alejo (229-591-9846) para
registrarse por platicas pre-bautismales a menos un mes an-
tes del Bautismo proyectado.

Clases de Preparacion de Matrimonio - Las parejas nece-
sitan comunicarse con el Padre por lo menos seis meses an-
tes de la fecha de la boda.

Sacramento de la Unciéon de un Enfermo - Para Uncién o
Emergencia, llamar 412-606-7701.

Reconciliaciéon - Sabado 4:00 pm a 4:30 pm o llame el padre
Samuel por una cita particular.

Nuestra Mision: Nosotros, los feligreses de la Iglesia Cato-
lica Santa Maria en Americus, Georgia, compartimos nuestra
diversidad mientras abarcando nuestro Bautismo comiin ado-
rando a Dios, celebrando la Eucaristia, honrando a Maria,
difundiendo la Palabra, y sirviendo a los demas.

Diocesan Office for Protection of Children & Youth (912) 201-4074/toll-free hotline is (888) 357-5330



FATHER SAM’S CORNER
September 22, 2019

Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Gospel: Luke 16:1-13

By giving ourselves to God rather than mammon we can truly become honest Stewards.

Good money is a gift from the giver of all gifts (God). When money is not used in a way to serve the giver (God),
money becomes a means to the end instead of a means to serve God, help ourselves and our neighbor. When money is
served or when it becomes the end of man’s existence, it becomes a mammon or a false god. Consequently, God does
not want us to love or serve any other god, hence the proverbial “No servant can serve two masters. He will either hate
one and love the other, or be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and mammon” (Luke
16:13). As receivers of God’s gifts we are stewards of God’s gifts like the servant mentioned in today’s Gospel. A little
background will enhance our understanding of the message in this parable. A steward is a servant who supervises and
administers an estate on behalf of his master. The charges brought against the steward in the parable of the unjust
servant was squandering. The response to this allegation by the master of this steward was for the steward to render a
full account of his stewardship, hand in his record and be dismissed/fired. The action the steward took to secure his
future after being fired was to strike a deal with his master’s debtors. The deal is that he will cut down what each debtor
owes his master and in return each debtor will pay him for cutting down his/her debt. In other words, his survival after
losing his job hinges on this deal. It is good to note that it was the squandering of his master’s goods for which the
steward was under investigation which made him a dishonest steward. Nothing was mentioned on whether the steward
was dishonest in reducing the debt of his master’s debtors or not. The text did not tell us if the steward just decided to
reduce the debts of the debtors by writing off his own commission for all the debtors or by reducing his master’s interest
rate according to the law or against the law. Therefore, the issue is not whether the steward’s second action was right or
wrong, but the foresight in his generous deal with the debtors.

Jesus recognized the worldly wisdom in the dishonest steward’s generous deal with his master’s debtors and proposed
that if this steward can apply the same foresight and wisdom he used in securing the future of his material life in his
spiritual life too, he will definitely secure his salvation. Although the stealing and mismanagement of his master’s
wealth by this steward is reprehensible, the central message of the parable is that the steward was smart and swift in
securing the future of his material life with his position. Jesus tells us we don’t need to be dishonest like the steward but
we need to be smart and swift in planning for securing our salvation with our present good position and gifts.

In addition, Jesus is telling us that the way we view, pursue and attach our lives to material things can make us feel very
secure in this world such that we pay little or no attention to our salvation which is more important. This is actually the
danger prophet Amos was pointing at in the first reading. In the first reading Prophet Amos was sent by God to
prosperously blessed members of Israelites who trampled on the poor to warn them against the destruction their
wickedness was bringing to their land. They refused to listen to the Prophet and this eventually led to the total
destruction of their nation. It is true that most of us use our material blessings to help the needy instead of mistreating
them like the people mentioned in the first reading, but also true that we are living in a world where money and other
material things promise us security and demand more of everything from us. We are living in the world that seems to
tell us if we put all our time in pursuit of all its goods, we will enjoy more happiness and financial security. And as we
struggle to meet the demands and attentions of the world, often our relationship with God is slimed or totally ignored.
As Jesus advised us today, let us continue to use our possessions to get closer to God and not allow them to keep us far
away from God or even become another god.

MASS INTENTION REQUESTS

Please contact our office to request for a weekday or weekend Mass to be
celebrated for your intention. You can as well mail your intention with the
stipend ($10) to our church or hand them to Father Sam after Mass.

MASS INTENTIONS

9/21/2019 Sat 5:30PM + Poor Souls (Peter Vinh Quang Mai)
9/22/2019 Sun 9:30AM Thanksgiving (Nguyen’s Family)
9/22/2019 Sun 11:30AM St. Mary’s Parishioners




LA ESQUINA DEL PADRE SAM

22 de Septiembre del 2019

Vigésimo Quinto Domingo del Tiempo Ordinario
Evangelio: Lucas 16:1-13

Al entregarnos a Dios en lugar de a Mammon, podemos convertirnos en Mayordomos honestos.

El dinero es un regalo del donante de todos los regalos (Dios). Cuando el dinero no se usa para servir al dador (Dios), el dinero se
convierte en un medio para el fin en lugar de un medio para servir a Dios, ayudarnos a nosotros mismos y a nuestro projimo. Cuando
se sirve dinero o cuando se convierte en el fin de la existencia del hombre, se convierte en un mammon o un dios falso. En
consecuencia, Dios no quiere que amemos o sirvamos a ningun otro dios, de ahi el proverbial “Ningun siervo puede servir a dos
sefiores. Odiara a uno y amara al otro, o se dedicara a uno y despreciara al otro. No puedes servir a Dios y a Mamoén ”(Lucas 16:13).
Como receptores de los dones de Dios, somos mayordomos de los dones de Dios como el siervo mencionado en el Evangelio de
hoy. Un poco de historia mejorara nuestra comprension del mensaje en esta parabola. Un mayordomo es un sirviente que supervisa y
administra una herencia en nombre de su amo. Los cargos presentados contra el mayordomo en la parabola del criado injusto

estaban derrochando. La respuesta a esta acusacion del maestro de este mayordomo fue que el mayordomo rinda cuentas completas
de su mayordomia, entregue su registro y sea despedido / despedido. La accion que tomo el administrador para asegurar su futuro
después de ser despedido fue llegar a un acuerdo con los deudores de su amo. El acuerdo es que reducira lo que cada deudor le debe
a suamo y, a cambio, cada deudor le pagara por reducir su deuda. En otras palabras, su supervivencia después de perder su trabajo
depende de este acuerdo. Es bueno notar que fue el despilfarro de los bienes de su amo por lo que el administrador estaba bajo
investigacion lo que lo convirtié en un administrador deshonesto. No se mencion6 nada sobre si el administrador fue deshonesto en
reducir la deuda de los deudores de su amo o no. El texto no nos dijo si el administrador decidi6 reducir las deudas de los deudores
cancelando su propia comision para todos los deudores o reduciendo la tasa de interés de su amo de acuerdo con la ley o contra la
ley. Por lo tanto, el problema no es si la segunda accion del administrador fue correcta o incorrecta, sino la prevision en su generoso
trato con los deudores.

Jesus reconocio la sabiduria mundana en el generoso trato del mayordomo deshonesto con los deudores de su amo y propuso que si
este mayordomo puede aplicar la misma prevision y sabiduria que usé para asegurar el futuro de su vida material en su vida
espiritual también, definitivamente asegurara su salvacion . Aunque el robo y la mala gestion de la riqueza de su amo por parte de
este mayordomo es reprensible, el mensaje central de la parabola es que el mayordomo fue inteligente y rapido en asegurar el futuro
de su vida material con su posicion. Jesus nos dice que no necesitamos ser deshonestos como el mayordomo, pero debemos ser
inteligentes y rapidos en la planificacion para asegurar nuestra salvacion con nuestra buena posicion y dones actuales.

Ademas, Jests nos dice que la forma en que vemos, perseguimos y unimos nuestras vidas a las cosas materiales puede hacernos
sentir muy seguros en este mundo, de modo que prestemos poca o ninguna atencion a nuestra salvacion, lo cual es mas importante.
Este es en realidad el peligro que el profeta Amos estaba sefialando en la primera lectura. En la primera lectura, el Profeta Amos fue
enviado por Dios a miembros bendecidos de israelitas que pisotearon a los pobres para advertirles sobre la destruccion que su
maldad estaba trayendo a su tierra. Se negaron a escuchar al Profeta y esto eventualmente condujo a la destruccion total de su
nacion. Es cierto que la mayoria de nosotros usamos nuestras bendiciones materiales para ayudar a los necesitados en lugar de
maltratarlos como las personas mencionadas en la primera lectura, pero también es cierto que estamos viviendo en un mundo donde
el dinero y otras cosas materiales nos prometen seguridad y exigen mas de todo de nosotros. Vivimos en un mundo que parece
decirnos que si dedicamos todo nuestro tiempo a buscar todos sus bienes, disfrutaremos de mas felicidad y seguridad financiera. Y a
medida que luchamos por satisfacer las demandas y atenciones del mundo, a menudo nuestra relacion con Dios se resbala o se
ignora por completo. Como Jestis nos aconsejo hoy, sigamos usando nuestras posesiones para acercarnos a Dios y no permitir que
nos mantengan alejados de Dios o incluso convertirnos en otro dios.

PETICION PARA INTENCION DE MISA

Por favor, comuniquese con nuestra Oficina, cualquier dia de la semana para Peticion de
Intencion de Misa. Usted, también puede enviarla via mail con el costo, a nuestra Iglesia
o entregarle el mismo al Padre Samuel en sus manos, después de la Misa.

MISA INTENCIONES

9/21/2019 Sat 5:30PM + Poor Souls (Peter Vinh Quang Mai)
9/22/2019 Sun 9:30AM Thanksgiving (Nguyen’s Family)
9/22/2019 Sun 11:30AM St. Mary’s Parishioners




ANNOUNCEMENTS/ANUNCIOS

1. RCIA, the Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults, will begin Sunday, October 6 in Sherlock Hall after the 9:30 AM
Mass, for those who speak English. If you are a non-Catholic who is considering entering the Catholic Church or are a
Catholic who has not received all of the Sacraments of Initiation (Baptism, Eucharist and Confirmation) please join us.
If you have questions please contact Deacon Bernie Bosse. He can be reached by phone, 229-815-0189 or email,
bcbosse@mchsi.com.

1. RCIA, el Rito de Iniciacién Cristiana para Adultos, comenzard el domingo 6 de octubre en Sherlock Hall después de
la misa de las 9:30 AM, para aquellos que hablan inglés. Si usted es un no catélico que esta considerando entrar en la
Iglesia Catolica o es un catdlico que no ha recibido todos los Sacramentos de Iniciacion (Bautismo, Eucaristia y
Confirmacién) por favor tinase a nosotros. Si tiene alguna pregunta, comuniquese con el Deacon Bernie Bosse. Puede
ser contactado por teléfono, 229-815-0189 o correo electrénico, bcbosse@mchsi.com.

2. On Wednesday, September 25th, a one-day retreat entitled “Transitional Graces” will be held from 9:30 am to 3:00 pm
at Blessed Trinity Shrine Retreat in Fort Mitchell, Alabama. Sister Gail Lambert, MSBT, will lead participants in looking
at life transitions from a spiritual point of view. The cost of this retreat is $20 and lunch will be provided. Registration
information is located at this website: http://www.msbt.org/events/event/days-of-discovery-transitional-graces/. If you
plan to attend and would like to carpool or caravan with others from our parish, please contact Louise Bosse at 229-938-
9487 or labosse@mchsi.com.

2. El miércoles 25 de septiembre, se llevara a cabo un retiro de un dia titulado "Graces de transicion" de 9:30 am a 3:00
pm en el Retiro del Santuario de la Santisima Trinidad en Fort Mitchell, Alabama. La hermana Gail Lambert, MSBT,
guiara a los participantes en el punto de vista de las transiciones de vida desde un punto de vista espiritual. El costo de
este retiro es de $20 y se proporcionara el almuerzo. La informacion de registro se encuentra en este sitio web: http://
www.msbt.org/events/event/days-of-discovery-transitional-graces/. Si tiene previsto asistir y desea compartir coche o
caravana con otras personas de nuestra parroquia, pdngase en contacto con Louise Bosse al 229-938-9487 o la-
bosse@mchsi.com

The Knights of Columbus will be hosting our annual Seminarians Dinner on Friday, October 25th from 6 — 8 in Sherlock
Hall. All money raised goes to support several seminarians throughout the Diocese of Savannah. Last year, with your
help, we were able to support 8 different seminarians! We need your help again this year. If you have any items you
would like to donate for a Silent Auction, please see a Knight of Columbus after Mass or call David Finley at
229.591.7224. Thank you for your support of our seminarians!

The Knights of Columbus will hold our monthly Bake Sale on the weekend of September 28th and 29th in Sherlock Hall
after each Mass. Please plan on bringing goodies to sell and buying goodies to eat. As always, if no one sees you eat it, it
is all fat-free! All money goes to help the Knights support our Faith Family. Thank you for your support of the Knights!

As part of the Apostleship of Prayer and in union with our Pope, please remember the following
intention this month. INTENTION: Politicians, Scientists and Economists: That politicians,
scientists and economists work together to protect the world’s seas and oceans.

En union a nuestro Papa, recordar la Oracion de este mes. INTENCION: Politicos, Cientificos y
Economistas: Que politicos, cientificos y economistas trabajen juntos para proteger los mares y
océanos del mundo.
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY =
Weekend Offertory Budget/Presupuesto + — 2nd Collection
Sep 1 $3,314 $3,091 $223
Sep 8 $2,973 $3,091 $118
Sep 15 $2,894 $3,091 $197
Sep 22 Mission Cooperative Appeal

Sep 29
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