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Welcome
Message from Your President
Dear Members,

Photos from Past
Meetings

What’s on your bucket list?
What’s the one thing you dare
to dream about? Is it a certain
orchid that’s just out of your
reach or it is a new orchid
structure to hold all your lovely
plants? Or better yet, is it a trip
to an international orchid show
in Taiwan?
Whatever your dream is, you should think about ways to make it happen. Maybe you
could “time share” a beautiful plant with a fellow member. Spread out the cost and the
care giving. Life is too short not to be surrounded by beautiful things.
Our Monthly Meeting via Zoom
Our speaker will be Bill Thoms
His Topic: “Bulbophyllums: the Incomplete Guide from A to Why?”
Date: Wednesday, June 9, 2021
Time: 7:00 PM
Click Here: Click Here:
Meeting ID: 840 2832 8932
Passcode: 852546
There’s no business like “Show Business”
Jim Roberts, owner of Florida Suncoast Orchids, one of our excellent show vendors is
pictured above with him son. The show dates are changed to Saturday October 23 and
October 24. Load-in and set up on Friday October 22. I’m looking forward to our 31st
“Orchids on the Square.”
If you’re interested in becoming more involved in your society, please reach out to me
via phone (954) 695-7889 or email molovesorchids@gmail.com. We welcome everyone
in order to make this show a success for our society.
Orchid Judging
Congratulations to last month’s 11 Blue, Red and CCM winners and we thank all our
members for submitting their lovely flowers for judging. Joan Connor, AOS Judge,
continues her excellent presentation of all orchids submitted.
Please be sure to send in photos of your orchids for judging. It’s thrilling to see what
our members are growing at home. This is a wonderful opportunity for you to show us
the orchids that you normally wouldn’t be able to bring into the meeting, such as those

that you have growing on trees. Thank you Joan and we all enjoy your incredible
presentations!
July Month Meeting
July 14, 2021 Speaker is Wendy Mazuk and she her topic is:"The Amazing Leafless
Florida Native Ghost Orchid".
Wondering how this summer Florida heat and air conditioners effect your orchids? See
the articles below from the experts at the American Orchid Society. Whatever your
summer plans are, I hope you are surrounded by beauty.
See you on Wednesday , June 9, 2021 at 7:00 pm.
Michele Owens, President
Delray Beach Orchid Society
MoLovesOrchids@gmail.com
954 695-7889



MAY BLUE AND CCM RIBBON
WINNERS



Onc. Sweet Sugar

Den. lindleyi Grown by Donna H.


Catt. intermedia "Penn Valley" AM/AOS

Grown by Barbara S.

Ascda Crownfox Yellow Sapphire

Ren. Bangkok Beauty , CCM Grown by

Grown by Valerie

"Carmela"Grown by Valerie

Judith C.



Grown by Larry S.

Den. formosum , CCM



Oncid.
sphacelatum,
CCM
Grown by Annette

JUNE SPEAKER

“Bulbophyllums: the Incomplete Guide from A to Why?”
Internationally recognized speaker, orchid hunter, breeder and
grower extrordinaire Bill Thoms will be presenting a talk on
Bulbophyllums. This program covers everything you need to know
to grow and bloom these fascinating plants, including super
pictures of easy-to-grow species and the latest hybrids.
Be prepared to learn more about this fascinating group of
plants than you ever dreamed! Bill Thoms and Doris Dukes have been growing orchids around Central
Florida for more than 45 years and have received almost every award granted by the AOS as well
as more Awards for Culture than anyone else in the world, (105 in over 29 genera, including 54 in
the Bulbophyllum alliance and 13 CCEs plus 4 others 90 points or above before they had the
Cultural Excellence award.
His book, Bulbophyllums; the Incomplete Guide, From A to WHY? will be available for purchase
($65) and he will sign them for free!!
His new EBook is 5 years old now and you can sign up for ($69). It is better than sliced bread!
Please see his website; Bulbophyllums.com for offers. There is a 20% discount for attendees who
spend $50 or more. PROMO CODE will be given at the meeting.

What's in a Name
from The Spruce

The naming of orchids has evolved along with these breeding programs, as breeders created new names for
the hybrid genera they were creating. Typically, a hybrid name consists of the two parents' general combined.
For example, the popular Brassolaelia genus is a combination of the Brassavola and Laelia wild genera. In
other cases, the new general carry the name of the breeder who first developed the plants and registered the
plant with the Royal Horticultural Society. Unfortunately, because of the complexity of the orchid family, and
constant taxonomic name changes to the underlying general, as well as the introduction of new hybrids, the

names of hybrid plants are constantly changing.
As if that weren't enough, it's not standard practice to label plants with their full hybrid names. Instead, most
garden centers and plant centers use widely accepted abbreviations to label their plants. These abbreviations,
which signify the genus name, appear before the species and cultivar name. If you're uncertain how to grow a
certain plant, this information can be extremely handy. Knowing, for example, then a plant labeled "Bl" is a
Brassolaelia gives you vital information for proper husbandry.
Although there are thousands of registered hybrid genera, I've included a partial list below of orchid
abbreviations, including their parents. If you're unsure how to treat a particular plant, look to its parents.
Chances are, the cultural requirements will be similar.
Genus Name Abbreviation Parent Genera
Aranda Aranda Arachnis x Vanda
To read the entire article click here:

American Orchid Society
SUMMER STRESS BY SUSAN JONES
Signs of Heat Stress
These symptoms may appear singly, even in otherwise
fairly healthy orchids. When they appear in
combination, however, it is usually an indication of
heat stress or an underlying problem (such as root
loss) that has lead to heat stress.
Yellowing of Plants and Leaves
Too much light causes a plant’s chlorophyll to
deteriorate, which can turn your orchid an anemic
yellow-green, and eventually cause premature loss of
leaves. Most healthy orchids receiving appropriate light
levels will be a robust light green.
Withered Leaves

The culprit, especially in summer weather, can be overheating. If your plant’s leaves feel warm to
the touch, they could be getting too much light, and need increased air circulation and shading, or
a move to a more protected area.
Sunburn

Initial signs of sunburn, as in humans, appear as a reddish-purple tint or freckles on leaves and
pseudobulbs. In advanced stages, leaf tips and roots may brown, flowers drop, buds blast or flower
spikes fail altogether.
Shriveled Pseudobulbs

Your orchid’s pseudobulbs serve as its water-storage organs, so shriveled pseudobulbs indicate a
dehydrated orchid – it is in a stressed state, having used up its moisture reserves.
Leathery Leaves

This goes beyond mere wilting, and occurs in the advanced stages of heat stress, indicating severe
desiccation and possible damage on the cellular level. Depending on how long the condition has
persisted, the type of orchid and its overall health aside from the leaf damage, it may or may not
recover once its leaves are parched.
Mounted orchids are particularly sensitive to higher temperatures and require additional water and
humidity during hot weather. This Cattleya hybrid exhibits the yellowing leaves and wrinkled
pseudobulbs typical of heat-stressed plants
.
Prevention

Your orchids need lots of attention during the summer months, especially on hot days. With higher
temperatures, orchids require more frequent watering to prevent dehydration. High temperatures
quickly dry out mounted orchids, those in baskets and even potted plants.

Maintaining the balance between keeping orchids sufficiently hydrated and over-watering can be a
challenge. A simple rule of thumb is that an orchid’s need for water increases and decreases with
the ambient temperature, so water thoroughly and more frequently during higher temperatures.
Most mounted plants and those in baskets, especially vandaceous orchids and other genera grown
with little or no media, will benefit from daily watering in warmer weather.
Reprinted from the the American Orchid Society. To read the entire article, click here:

JUNE GROWING BY DR. MOTES
This May has been the most perfect for our orchids
and ourselves in a lifetime. Night time temperature in the sixties
and day times in the eighties till the very end of the
month.

These swings in temperature so appreciated by our

orchids have resulted from very dry air which has allowed the
warmth of the day to radiate out rapidly and fully at night.
Rapid drying has also taken place id this dry air enhanced by
brisk breezes. These are perfect conditions for orchids which
relish drought and are the perfect environment for the grower to have complete control of
watering, always watering heavily and allowing the proper degree of drying for each genus. A May
which is more like April has given our plants a healthy disease-free start to the growing season.
Let’s keep them that way with the spray program in Fla. Orchid Growing and a careful watering
regime.
Our vandas have been a bit stressed. Under the dry conditions that have prevailed,
they will occasionally need a second watering in the afternoon. This is best applied at 3:30- 4:00
PM. The extra water will also cool the leaves allowing them to open their stomata earlier and
benefit from some additional carbon dioxide. Although they may not be totally dry by nightfall, the
slightly damp roots can absorb more water more slowly across the night. Careful observation for
the first signs of crown rot is always warranted and an application of antiseptic strength hydrogen
peroxide is curative if a small brown spot is observed.

Thrips while kept somewhat subdued by the lower temperatures, less to their liking,
are always ready to take advantage of whatever opportunity they are presented with. Each passing
day will see slight increases in temperature, placing the ball in the Thrips ’ court. Use the methods
in Fla. Orchid Growing to control them.
Our cattleyas, dendrodiums, and other sympodials have gotten off to a splendid start
of the growing season. Careful watering through June will allow them to harden disease free bulbs.
Be sure these plants are completely dry before watering them in June.
The first rains that ended May’s drought are not the real beginning of the rainy
season but rather a continuation of the pattern of cold fronts but this time bringing heavy rain as
is more typical of late April. The rainy season has truly arrived following this surge of moisture

raising humidity to high enough levels for the month to end with thunder storms spawned on the
land/sea breeze. On the last day of May the rainy season has finally come with its dangers of
disease. This year we are well positioned to take it in stride.
Continue to enjoy the cool mornings while they last.
Dr. Martin Motes Motes Orchids

CAN MY AIR CONDITIONING UNIT HURT MY ORCHIDS?
Air Conditioning
From the American Orchid Society

Question
My collection of orchids, including cymbidiums, cattleyas, dendrobiums and vandas, is situated in an
area behind my home. Unfortunately, the air conditioning condenser unit is also in this area. My
concern is that I live in Southern California and during the hot summer months when the unit is
operating, it blows hot air around my orchids. My husband does not think this air is damaging but I fear
that he is mistaken and it can harm or stunt their growth. What do you think? - Conchita Alejo
Answer
I would try to shield the orchids from the blast of the air-conditioning condenser. Hot, and probably
dry, air emanating from this source can do the orchids no good, especially in the already dry climate of
Southern California's interior region. The additional stress that would place on the plants during the
warm and dry summer month.
By Ned Nash
From the American Orchid Society
www.AOS.org

Help raise funds for DBOS by using
Amazon Smile .
Did you know that you can help support
DBOS
by
using Smile.Amazon.com.
Amazon Smile will donate a portion of
the eligible purchases to DBOS, just
name Delray Beach Orchid Society as
your favorite charity and shop at
Smile.Amazon.com

==============================
Board Members
President: Michele Owens
Programs: Judith Cohen
Membership: Chickie Tobias
Treasurer: Priscilla Roper
Asst. Treasurer: Martha Combs
Recording Secretary: Donna Holt

Check out the
American Orchid
Society's web site for
plenty of interesting
articles and photos on
awarded orchids. Pests, fungus, cold,
rain damage? Click here:

==========================
Upcoming Events
Veteran's Park continues to be closed and we do not
have a reopening date. As for now, our monthly
meetings will be held using ZOOM . If you have any
questions, please contact our President, Michele, or
Judith Cohen, Program Chair or one of the Board
members. They are ready to help you.
Scheduled Meetings:

Corresponding Sec.: Bernadette Garfinkel
June 9 —Bill Thoms The Incomplete Guide, From

A to WHY.

Trustees:
Nancy Boyle
Pamela Boyle
Barbara Shaw
Buddy Rapaport
Ilene Shulan

July 14 — Wendy Mazuk — "The Amazing Leafless
Florida Native Ghost Orchid"
August 11 –Orchid Roundabout discussion "Show &
Tell": Members discuss their orchids

Newsletter Editor: Valerie Smith
Club Photographer: John Morris

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
WE WANT TO HEAR
FROM YOU
If you have any suggestions or comments regarding the
Society, meetings or this newsletter, please feel free to
contact our President, Michele Owens at at 954-6957889 or email.
If you have special event in your life or know of a
member who is ill, please call our Corresponding
Secretary,

Bernadette

Garfinkel

at

561

398-

6315 or email.
Moving? Changed your e-mail or phone number? We
don't want to lose contact with you. Please contact our
Membership Chair, Chickie Tobias

