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We Seek '\ 7 "3l o We Learn
Bringing Ancient Egypt to the East Midlands

Are Proud to present a live & Z(OOM | _ecture on
T he Power to | ransform: [1eka and the Art of Protection in

Ancient Eggpt

Date: Saturdag, 6th December 1.30 pm
The lecture lasts approximatelg 2 hours including a break.

Speaker: Dr Christina (Geisen, (urator Egyptian Written Culture

| ocation: F 4 ]MFORT‘ANT‘ T‘his lecture is ZOOM ONLY**
Admission: Free to Members.

T!’le first part of this Presentation introduces the ancient Eggptian concept of Hcka»—a
term often translated, somewhat imPerFectlg) as “magic.” In Eggptian thought, [Heka was not
a margina] or mgs’cerious Practice but a fundamental force woven into the creation and
ongoing Func’cioning of the world. [Tor modern readers, this Powerful concept becomes most
visible in magica] and magico~medical spens, where [eka Plags a vital role in transgorming
dangerous situations, from curing illhess to Protectimg individuals from venomous creatures.
(entral to its effectiveness is the dynamic interaction between spoken incantations, the

Phgsical objccts used in the ritual, and the sacred setting in which these rites took Place.

e second part of the talk introduces a previously unpublishe orus-on-the-{__rocodiles
T heBaeond part of S| IR ESRSS SN B SRS Ny g—
stela from the Museum of Archaeologg and Ant]ﬁropologg at the umversitg of Cambriclgc.
This remarkable object stands out for its distinctive combination of imagerg and inscriptions,
inc]uding Protective deities and sPe”s associated with magic and natural threats. Thc
Presentation highlights the agency of the artefact itself: how its images, texts, and material
presence work together to create a Protectivc sphere forits owner. Bg c{rawing on

aPProachcs that exP]orC agency, materiality, and the role of imagcry, we can better



understand how ancient Eggptians exPerienced—ancl attempted to influence—their world. |n
this case, the stela illuminates the strategies thcg used to confront the Perils of the Nile and

other waterways, and the ritual measures cmploged to kecp such dangers at bag.

Christina Geisen received her PhD in [ gyptology from the (niversity of T oronto in
2012. [ollowing a postdoctoral fellowship from (Canada’s Social Sciences and [Jumanities
Research Council (OSSHRQO), she held academic Positions at Yale, Oxford, and
Cambric{ge bmcorcjoining the Pritish Museum as (_urator of E_ggptian Written Culture.
Her research focuses on Funerarg, ritual, and magical texts, as well as human-environment
interactions in ancient [~ gypt. She applies approaches from materiality studies and
cognitive ]inguis’cics and has deve]oped a growing interest in cligital humanities and the

aPPlication of teclmo]ogicai methods to E_ggptologica] research.

This Lccture N ONLY be viewed live on ZOOM

Flease see our website www.egyptology~ssae.org for further details.

I~ mail us at eggPtologgssae@gmail.com
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