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Commander’s Corner H H H
Stanley S. Lipinskir

Our Post’s election of officers will be the main activity of our June General Membership
Meeting. I urge all members to attend. Things are not looking too good on this year’s ballot.

This could be a make-or-break event for the Post. At the time of this writing, we do not have
candidates for commander, 1st vice commander, and adjutant. Nominations from the “floor” will
be accepted at the June meeting. So, all may not be lost.
We are also not doing too much future planning of events given the lack of candidates for the
officer positions. What we are continuing to do in the coming weeks are some of the activities we’ve done in the
past. We will be lining Onion Creek Parkway with American Flags for Memorial Day. A flag retirement event is
scheduled for Tuesday, June 14, at 9:00 AM at the Manchaca Fire Department. We will also participate in the
Onion Creek Fourth-of-July parade. Given the uncertain future of Post 326, Operation JumpStart 2022 was paused.
In order for our Post to continue, we need members to “step up” and run for the open officer positions. H

You are invited
to attend the June General Membership Meeting of Post 326.
The meeting will be held at Onion Creek Club in the Demerit Room, starting at 7:00 PM. There
is no planned program, nor any of the frills you may associate with our membership meetings of
the past. We have one primary agenda item for the meeting: the election of officers to serve in 20222023. In the past, the Executive Committee (EC) provided its nominations for the offices. The election opened nominations from the floor and receiving no other nominations, the EC’s nominations
were elected by acclimation. For the past two years it has not worked that way. The EC was unable
to fill the slate for several positions, and current officers reluctantly agreed to continue in their role.
This year the offices of Commander, Adjutant and First Vice Commander are open and will not be
filled by the current office holders. If those offices are not filled during the June meeting, the Post
will be closed. It is that simple, because without those officers the Post’s charter will be revoked.
Post 326 is sorely in need of new leadership that is willing to take on the task of renovation
of the Post. For the past three years, the Post has been living off of its savings and a few members going
through the motion of conducting its business of making donations to other organizations and awarding
scholarships. The death spiral is coming to an end unless changes are made, and that starts with a new
leadership team. Are you willing to take that on? H
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Adjutant’s Report

Bob Pillmore, Adjutant, Webmaster

The upcoming General Meeting

historian, and will maintain my role as webmaster. I

scheduled for Tuesday, June 7,

will offer my assistance as needed to the new adjutant.

2022, is critical for the adjutant position on the Executive Committee. I had

The adjutant role is basically the Post secretary,

accepted the position as adjutant for

or if you prefer, the first sargent. The adjutant is re-

three years — each year so that the Post

sponsible for maintaining membership records and

could continue operating and in anti-

processing new members and renewals. This portion

cipation of someone from the membership stepping

of the role has been delegated to Ron Dubois, and he

up to assume the position. Last year we could not find

will continue in that role. The other duties include

a suitable candidate, even when I was planning to

publishing minutes for all Executive Committee and

move from the area.

General Membership meetings, submitting the annual
reports required by the Legion, managing the Post

I will not again continue in the role of adjutant. A
replacement must step up, or the Post cannot maintain
its charter. If we can fill the position, I will continue on
the Executive Committee as either member at large, or

$$

Finance Report

access to the national database and providing updates,
and managing the Post’s correspondence. H

FMI: bob.pillmore@gmail.com or 512-921-5952

Bob Pillmore, Finance Officer – acting

POST FINANCIAL POSITION AS OF MAY 15, 2022
A detailed financial report is available on the Post website, www.ALegionOnionCreek.org
under the Minutes tab, May 3, 2022, Executive Committee Minutes.
• Income: $5,622.88 vs a budget of $21,053.88
• Expenses: $15,680.75 vs a budget of $26,190. (The income shortfall is due to membership dues,
which will not appear until July, and fundraising revenue below budget: $2,636 vs $15,000.)
• Total Assets: $87,803.69
New Post member Alyssa Harrison has been identified to take on the finance officer position. She will
be offered as the Executive Committee’s nomination for the position at the June meeting. I have met
with Alyssa and reviewed the responsibilities with her. I will also meet with her in the next few weeks
to go over the accounts and account management spreadsheets. We will share the responsibilities until
she is up to speed. H
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Invite
a new member
to join Post 326!

Commander
Stan Lipinski

What does
Onion Creek American Legion Post 326 do?
Over the past three decades, Post 326 has awarded more than $350,000 in
scholarships to deserving Veterans and high school students. We have also
contributed to dozens of community activities, charities supporting Veterans,
and directly to Veterans needing help in obtaining employment or housing.
We fund these efforts by hosting an annual golf tournament and by direct
requests for donations to local businesses and individuals. Post 326 usually
meets at the Onion Creek Country Club. (You don’t need to be a member of
the Club to join us!)

Who is eligible
for American Legion membership?
If you’ve served just one day active duty since December 7, 1941, and have
been discharged under honorable conditions, you are eligible to join the
American Legion. It’s not necessary to have overseas or wartime service. If
you’re thinking “I’m not eligible because I was ‘just’ in the National Guard
or Reserve,” you’re incorrect. You served your country. National Guard and
Reserve duty qualify for Legion membership. If you went on even one day of
active duty for training in the National Guard or the Reserve, you are eligible.

How do I join?
Go to: www.alegiononioncreek.org/membership

Welcome Aboard!
Photos L–R, top–bottom: Marine Corp Honor Guard, Past Commander Ken Baucom presenting check to representative
for the Homeless Vets Relief Fund (inset: current Commander Stan Lipinski), Boys/Girls State students, Post members at
Vietnam memorial. Clyde Walls congratulates one of Post 326’s annual golf tournament winners, new Post members.

If you have questions, please contact Jerry Patterson

jerrypattersontexas@gmail.com
512-740-5650

2022 JROTC AWARDS
Onion Creek American Legion Post 326
awards medals to Hays & Lehman JROTC students

Post 326 Commander Stan Lipinski presented awards for General Military Excellence and Scholastic
Achievement to JROTC students during the spring award ceremonies at Hays Performing Arts Center (Lehman
students) and Hays High School. Photos – Top row, left to right: Destiney Garcia (Hays) Scholastic Achievement
Medal; Jayden Deanda (Lehman) Scholastic Achievement Medal. Bottom row, left to right: Jordan Holte (Lehman)
General Military Excellence Medal; Nathanael Quiles (Hays) General Military Excellence Medal.

Cadets must meet specific criteria to qualify for these prestigious awards. For more detail, and a list of
the specific criteria, please refer to the April 2022 Legionnaire newsletter (page 4).

Thank you once again to Carl Becker for chairing the Post’s JROTC medal awards.
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FLAG DAY: JUNE 14, 2022
Flag Retirement Ceremony

H

Flag Day, June 14

Manchaca Voluntary Fire Department • FM-1626

H

9 AM

Ceremony will be conducted following the U.S. Flag Code and
American Legion Flag Retirement Ceremony procedures. All are invited to attend.
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Flag Etiquette: Good to know

H The flag should never be dipped to any person or thing, unless it is the ensign responding to a salute from a ship of
a foreign nation. This is sometimes misreported as a tradition that comes from the 1908 Summer Olympics in London,
where countries were asked to dip their flag to King Edward VII; American team flag bearer Ralph Rose did not follow this protocol, and teammate Martin Sheridan is often — though apocryphally — quoted as proclaiming that “this
flag dips before no earthly king.”
H When a flag is so tattered that it no longer fits to serve as a symbol of the United States, it should be replaced in

a dignified manner, preferably by burning. The Veterans of Foreign Wars, American Legion, Boy Scouts of America, Girl
Scouts of the USA, TrailLife USA, U.S. Military, and other organizations regularly conduct flag retirement ceremonies.
H The flag should never be used as a receptacle for receiving, holding, carrying, or delivering anything.
H The flag should never touch anything physically beneath it.
H The flag should never be used as wearing apparel, bedding, or drapery. It should never be festooned, drawn back,
nor up, in folds but always allowed to fall free.
H The flag should always be permitted to fall freely. (An exception was made during the Apollo moon landings
when the flag hung from a vertical pole designed with an extensible horizontal bar, allowing full display even in the
absence of an atmosphere.)
H The flag should never be carried flat or horizontally.
H The flag should never be used for advertising purposes in any manner whatsoever.
H The flag should never have placed upon it, nor on any part of it, nor attached to it any mark, insignia, letter, word,
figure, design, picture, or drawing of any nature.
H The flag should never be upside down, except to signal distress or great danger.
H When displayed vertically against a wall, the union should be to the observer’s left.
...........................................................
Prior to Flag Day, June 14, 1923, neither the federal government nor the states had official guidelines governing the display

of the United States’ flag. On that date, the National Flag Code was constructed by representatives of over 68 organizations, under
the auspices of the National Americanism Commission of the American Legion. The code drafted by that conference was printed
by the national organization of the American Legion and given nationwide distribution. On June 22, 1942, the code became
Public Law. Little had changed in the code since the Flag Day 1923 Conference. The most notable change was the removal of the
Bellamy salute due to its similarities to the Hitler salute. The Freedom to Display the American Flag Act of 2005 prohibits
real estate management organizations from restricting homeowners from displaying the U.S. Flag on their own property. The Army
Specialist Greg L. Chambers Federal Flag Code Amendment Act of 2007 added a provision to allow governors, or the
mayor of the District of Columbia, to proclaim that the flag be flown at half-staff upon the death of a member of the Armed Forces
from any state, territory, or possession who died while serving on active duty. The provision directs federal facilities in the area
covered by the governor or mayor of the District of Columbia to fly the flag at half-staff consistent with such proclamations.
The Duncan Hunter National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2009 allows the military salute for the flag
—Provided by Mike Jackson
during the national anthem by members of the Armed Forces not in uniform and by Veterans. H
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Please Join Us!

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP
MEETING

er
e
t
n
u
l
vo
e
s
a
e
l
bit
P
e
l
t
t
i
l
just a r time.
of you

Tuesday, June 7
7:00 pm
Onion Creek Club
Demaret Room

CURRENT OFFICERS

To:

AT-LARGE MEMBERS & COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Commander – Stanley S. “Stan” Lipinski
(309)

368-5446 • stan61401@yahoo.com

Plus:
At-Large – Current
CharlesOfficers
R. “Bob”
Caudill
(512 )

At-Large – William O. “Bill” Welch

First Vice Commander – Michael R. “Mike” Jackson
(512 )

282-2712 • mjackson1000@yahoo.com

(512 )

810-9179 • billwelch@sbcglobal.net

(512 )

567-2193 • RonJDubois@gmail.com

At-Large – Ron Dubois

Second Vice Commander – Thomas L. “Larry” Hohl
(512)

523-8532 • larryhohl@austin.rr.com

Adjutant – Robert J. “Bob” Pillmore
(512)

921-5952 • bob.pillmore@gmail.com

Webmaster – Robert J. “Bob” Pillmore
(512 )

921-5952 • bob.pillmore@gmail.com

Sergeant-at-Arms – Michael R. “Mike” Jackson
(512 )

282-2712 • mjackson1000@yahoo.com

Service Officer – Open
Chaplain – Emmett L. Thomason
( 469)

438-7426 • emmett_thomason@hotmail.com

921-5952 • bob.pillmore@gmail.com

Historian – Jerry Patterson

Acting Finance Officer – Robert J. “Bob” Pillmore
(512)

282-6807 • mjctexas@aol.com

(512 )

740-5650 • jerrypattersontexas@gmail.com

Judge Advocate
- Open
COMMITTEE
CHAIRPERSONS
High School Scholarships – Tom Brotherton
(512 )

786-7245 • tbrotherton2@gmail.com

Fundraising, Boys/Girls State – Stanley S. “Stan” Lipinski
(309)

368-5446 • stan61401@yahoo.com
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