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History of Acadie II

Where does the name “Acadie” come
from?
The history of Acadia starts in 1524, at
a time when France, Portugal, and
Spain were hoping to discover a
western route to Asia. The Italian
navigator Giovanni Verrazano (14851528) embarked on this quest in 1524
for the king of France. Verrazano
traveled along the Atlantic coast, from
Florida to Cape Breton, thereby
proving the continuity of the littoral
and the inclusion of Newfoundland to
the North American continent. When
he arrived in Washington in April, he
found the area so lush that he named
it “Arcadie”, after the ancient Greek
paradise. Later in the XVIIth Century,
the name was written without the “r”
and describes the lands situated in the
continental Nova Scotia, Prince
Edward Island and New Brunswick.
(Landry, Nicolas et Nicole Lang,
Histoire de l’Acadie Septentrion 2001)
1604: Saint Croix Island: First
Permanent Settlement in North
America
By the middle 1500s, French

Sources:
Landry, Nicolas and Nicole Lang. Histoire de l'Acadie. Septentrion 2001
http://cyberacadie.com/
cyberacadie.com/index.html
-Faragher, John Mack. A Great and Noble
Scheme - The Tragic Story of the Expulsion of the French Acadians from their
American Homeland. WW Norton Co.
2005.
-Copy of L'Habitation by Champlain:
http://chapiteaux.free.fr/Bellesaintonge/
TXT_DUGUA-CHAMPLAIN.html

fishermen, fishing for cod along the
Atlantic coast of the New World,
began trading with the Indians for
furs. The furs, especially beaver pelts,
found a ready market in France, and
official interest in the New World
picked up in direct relation to the
value of the fur and fish trade. In
1588, realizing an opportunity for
profit, the French monarchy began to
grant fur-trading monopolies to groups
of merchants.
In the Fall of 1603, King Henry IV
gave Pierre du Gua, Sieur de Monts, a
Protestant merchant, a 10-year
monopoly on trade "on sea and land in
La Cadie, Canada and other parts of
New France between 40° and
46°." His domain ran roughly from
Philadelphia to Newfoundland. His
grant required that he establish a
settlement of at least 60 men in North
America.
On April 7, 1604, De Monts set off
from France with Samuel Champlain
and Jean de Biencourt, Sieur de
Poutrincourt, a Catholic. One ship was
commanded by Francois Gravé du

Pont, the other by de Monts himself.
After much traveling and researching,
Champlain settled on the site of the
first permanent colony: Saint Croix
Island, in Passamaquoddy Bay, that
today divides New Brunswick from
Maine. De Monts left Champlain and
80 other men on the island, then
sailed back to France. He promised to
return in the spring with new supplies.
The first snow fell on October 6. By
December 3, ice floes began to cut off
the Frenchmen from the mainland
garden, woodlots, and water. A bitter
wind blew constantly from the
northeast, making it impossible to
keep warm. Food froze hard, then
rotted. Scurvy began to take its toll.
Thirty five of the 80 men who
originally settled on the island were
dead by the time De Monts finally
returned the following July.
He
decided to move the colony across the
Bay of Fundy to a place he named Port
Royal.
-Lise Pelletier
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Dr. Michael Hillard: The Madawaska Rebellion
The Acadian Archives acadiennes ripped up train tracks at night and the other, the French who provided

Website:
maineacadian.org
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and the Maine Acadian Heritage then brought children, wives, and the work force.
Council have invited Dr. Michael pets to the mill to lie on train
Dr. Hillard will be presenting the
Hillard, Professor of Economics tracks preventing the train from
and Director of the Food Studies leaving the mill. Protesters rioted result of his research, “The
M a d a wa s k a R eb el l i o n ” o n
Program at the University of when Maine state police and
nd
Southern Maine to the St. John county sheriff officers tear-gassed Thursday, March 22 , at 7 pm, at
Fox Auditorium, on the Fort Kent
Valley.
https://usm.maine.edu/ them on the morning of August
9th. Strikers destroyed a train campus of the University of Maine.
food-studies/michael-hillard
Immediately following, a panel of
engine, several police cars, and
His original research of the 11-week injured a number of the troopers.” experts who participated in the
strike at the Fraser Paper Mill
study: Dr. Nicole Lang; Paul Cyr;
between July and September 1971 http://
focused on labor unions and digitalcommons.usm.maine.edu/
economics. “The strike culminated fraser/fraser_paper_origins.html
in massive civil disobedience that
More recently, Dr. Hillard revisited
stopped Fraser managers from
moving 27 freight train cars full of the events of the strike with an
emphasis on the Acadian culture of
paper […] Strikers began to
physically block the train tracks the mill workers and the “English/
French” divide, on one side the
over for four days. As this
confrontation evolved, strikers Anglos who comprised Fraser’s
middle and upper management; on

Guy Dubay; Lise Pelletier, will
answer questions from the
audience.
To listen to the audiodocumentary: http://
mainepublic.org/post/listen-storystrike-fraser-paper#stream/0
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Below: Workers and townspeople blocked the
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tracks, littering them with pulp wood,
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2017 Educational Resource Development
Mr. Robert Daigle’s Community High School Students: $650.00
Thank

you

Maine

Acadian

Heritage in their family tree who were among the 17 Daigle Island in Baker Brook where

Council for the grant which enabled me to founding families who arrived in the Upper students were able to see where five Daigle
organize a field trip to important historical St. John Valley in 1785. Lastly, their brothers settled together to help each other
sites for St. John Valley history. Thirty-two ancestors on the 1790 Mazerolle Grant in the process of turning virgin forest into
students and teachers participated in the print were highlighted in yellow. This farmland. Roughly thirty years after their
field trip: fourteen from the Lycée Europe allowed each student to have a direct settling in the area, the St. John River
in Cholet, France and eighteen from Fort personal connection to all the historical became an international boundary and the
Kent Community High School.
Each visits of the day.
student from FKCHS received an envelope
The first stop of the field trip was at the
upon boarding the bus containing a
handout, in French, highlighting important Acadian cross historical site in St. David,
Maine. The second stop was at the historic
events in St. John Valley history from 1600
to 1850. With the help of one of the park in St-Basile with the monument of the
1790 Mazerolle Grant, the Acadian
citizens of France, the American students
read over the document and asked deportation monument and the stairs
leading to a magnificent view of the lands
vocabulary questions as needed.
The
envelopes also contained a copy of the 1783 that formed the original Madawaska
settlement. The third stop was at the
census of what would become central New
Brunswick and a print out of the 1790 Musée Historique du Madawaska on the
campus of the University of Moncton in
Mazerolle Grant. On the front of each
envelope, each American student had a list Edmundston. Geography professor Adrien
Bérubé explained the panels of the
of who from their family tree was in the
1783 census of the lower St. John permanent exposition on Acadia of the
Lands and Forests. The fourth stop was at
Valley. They also had a list of the persons

brothers were split up between two
countries.
Daigle Island serves as an
example of how the Webster-Ashburton
Treaty of 1842 caused many families along
the St. John River from St. Francis to Van
Buren to be separated from one another.
We were unable to visit the blockhouse in
Fort Kent as had originally been planned
because of how long it took to get through
US customs in Fort Kent. The field trip
ended at the Acadian Archives at UMFK
where Lise Pelletier gave a brief
presentation on Acadian history from 1600
to 1755.

Celebrating Acadian culture and people of the St. John Valley for 20 years
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2017 Preservation Grant
Frenchville Historical Society: $4384.50
The Frenchville Historical Society used their MAHC grant to complete
much needed improvements to the foundation at the Wylie House. The
project included excavating, removal and replacement of rotten sections
of the wall and repairs to the rock foundation. Part of the kitchen floor
that was no longer safe was repaired as well. A new back porch with a
ramp and overhead canopy was build for handicap access.
Basement support beams were reinforced and support poles were added.
The floor area of the basement was covered with pea-stone and the rock
foundation walls were sprayed with foam to prevent further damage.

The Land In Between
The Upper St. John Valley, Prehistory to World War I
Written by Bétrice Craig and Mazime Dagenais
In THE LAND IN BETWEEN, by Beatrice Craig and Maxime Dagenais, the “land in
between” is the upper Saint John Valley, a region straddling the Maine-New Brunswick
border. A zone of contacts between different Native American cultures until the arrival of the
Europeans, it was disputed by the British and the French in the colonial period and settled by
Acadians and French Canadians in the eighteenth century. To this day, it has remained the
site of a distinct French American culture, and its residents have striven to preserve their
specificity and unity despite the international boundary.
This book is available to purchase at most of the historical societies in the St. John Valley, by
contacting the MAHC Office and through Tilbury Press.

Top O’ Maine Trade Show
For the third year in a row, Maine Acadian Heritage Council will
participate in the Top O’ Maine Trade Show in Madawaska on
Saturday and Sunday, April 28 and 29, 2018.
Come by our booth to pick up free information about the Acadians of the St. John Valley or purchase one of our many publications on the subject.

