CITY OF OSKALOOSA, KS
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
212 W WASHINGTON STREET
JULY 16, 2025 * 7:00PM
*********************************************************************************************************************

GOVERNING BODY MEMBERS PRESENT
John Norman, Mayor
Ken Newell, Council President
Mike Smith, Council
John Metzger, Council
Chauncey Young, Council

GOVERNING BODY MEMBERS ABSENT:
Aron Boyce, Council

OFFICIALS PRESENT
Patty Hamm, City Clerk
Nathaniel Copp, City Superintendent
Paul Bolinger, Chief of Police
Todd Luckman, City Attorney

PUBLIC PRESENT
Molly Newman & Mandy Bostwick: Pleasant View Grange



CALL TO ORDER
John Norman, Mayor, called the regular meeting of the Oskaloosa City Council to order at 7:00pm.

PUBLIC
Molly Newman presented the Council with information regarding a 5K Run sponsored by the Pleasant View Grange on September 6, 2025, from 6:30am to 10:30am. Ms. Newman requested access to the restrooms in City Hall. Paul Bolinger will assist with traffic control. Molly noted that funds are being raised to assist with lunch accounts at USD #341.

POLICE / CODE ENFORCEMENT / ANIMAL CONTROL
John Metzger reported that there are a couple of four-wheelers and side-by-sides that are running wild around town. Paul Bolinger replied he has received other complaints and is attempting to catch them. 

Patty Hamm reported there still have not been any applications for the Animal Control Officer position. Ken Newell recommended a commitment from the other interested cities before proceeding. John Norman will visit with the Ridge Pet Resort to see if they would be willing to kennel any strays until the owners can be found.

Nathaniel Copp reported that 318 E. Warren Street has goats, chickens, etc.; is in very bad condition and needs to be addressed by code enforcement.

Nathaniel Copp reported that the new construction area at the west end of Warren Street is overgrown by weeds and grass and needs to be addressed by code enforcement so maintenance can have access to the sewer.

MAINTENANCE
Nathaniel Copp directed the Council’s attention to the bid estimate from Bettis Asphalt in the amount of $82,306 for this year’s street improvement project. John Norman asked if there are plans to do crack sealing. Nathaniel stated there would not be any done this year. Ken Newell made a motion to approve the bid estimate from Bettis Asphalt as presented in the amount of $82,306. John Metzger seconded the motion. Vote: Yes=4, No=0; Motion Carried.
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Nathaniel Copp stated that the price estimates for a new one-ton pickup are coming in at $40,000 minimum and it is his opinion that the current pickup does not need replaced yet. He is currently getting price estimates on a backhoe with both front and back buckets. 

Nathaniel Copp reported he has ordered new meters to install for the remainder of those that are not on the remote read.

PARK & POOL
Nathaniel Copp reported that he replaced some of the steps on the ladders at the pool. Nathaniel reported the AC was not working in the concession stand so he had Boyd’s fix the unit. 

Patty Hamm reported that she has price estimates on the base for the pickleball court but not the surfacing, painting or equipment. Ken Newell recommended Phillip Miller be contacted. John Metzger recommended McConell Associates be contacted as they did the one in Topeka. Patty will contact the both of them. Ken Newell stated that the Recreation Commission is willing to assist with $10,000 and he knows an individual that is willing to donate $5,000.

Patty Hamm reported on concerns that have arisen this pool season regarding personnel. 

CORRESPONDENCE
Patty Hamm reported the McCreight-Morrow Building Historical Society approval is for informational purposes only.

Patty Hamm reported the Old Settler’s Monument Project proposed by Garrett Tufte is for informational purposes only at this time.

Patty Hamm directed the City Council’s attention to the request from the Jefferson County Humane Society to have their rental deposit refunded to them. Patty reported that the building was not cleaned well and there were massive amounts of dog hair embedded in the rugs. Patty noted that the City implemented the deposit for the Humane Society a couple of years ago because this has been an on-going problem with them each year. Council agreed the deposit is in place for a reason and all rentals are to be treated equally in that if the building is not cleaned appropriately the deposit is forfeited by the renter. Council agreed to take no action on the request for a refund.

ZONING
Council members present reviewed the price increase notice from Paul Crawford, Zoning Administrator/Building Inspector. Ken Newell made a motion to accept the price increase as requested. Mike smith seconded the motion. Vote: Yes=4, No=0; Motion Carried.

NEW BUSINESS
Patty Hamm reported that both she and Nathaniel Copp have been subpoenaed for the court case involving the theft of the park concession stand in 2023.

MEETING MINUTES
Mike Smith noted that Samantha’s last name should be stated at “Herzberg” and not “Smith.” John Metzger made a motion to approve the minutes as corrected. Chauncy Young seconded the motion. Vote: Yes=4, No=0; Motion Carried.

FINANCE
Mike Smith made a motion to approve the financial report and vouches as presented. Ken Newell seconded the motion. Vote: Yes=4, No=0; Motion Carried.

OLD BUSINESS
Council agreed that all rentals of the City Hall going forward building shall allow for table decorations only; no wall or ceiling decorations allowed.
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Council directed legal counsel to start the code enforcement process at 512 Atchison Street again as there are numerous junk items on the property. They also directed legal for the bikes at 415 Washington Street be addressed again.

John Norman asked for an update on the municipal court case for 802 Liberty Street. Todd Luckman replied the truck is loaded and ready to be removed from the property and the fence construction is still pending.

John Norman reported that tent covers are becoming an issue. John Metzger requested specific areas of concern be brought before the Council with documentation to be addressed.

John Norman reported that he has received complaints again regarding parking in the street at 813 Liberty Street. Paul Bolinger replied that he has not seen any violations recently but will address if he does.

John Norman reported that 500 Monroe Street Lot #9 needs to be sent a letter from legal counsel for code enforcement violations. Paul Bolinger will take pictures for legal. Patty Hamm will remind the park manager of the agreement to be cleaned up before permit is issued in January 2026.

ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business to discuss, Ken Newell made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:40pm. Mike Smith      seconded the motion. Vote: Yes=4, No=0 Motion Carried.


							
John Norman, Mayor


ATTEST:
							
Patty A. Hamm, City Clerk


Minutes Approved: 	AUGUST 20, 2025		
