First Sunday in Lent
ELW Holy Communion Setting Four
Sunday, February 22, 2026 CLC 8am & 10am

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, & one God,
the keeper of the covenant,

the source of steadfast love,

our rock and our redeemer.

Amen.

God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us
return to the one who is full of compassion.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Fountain of living water,

pour out your mercy over us.

Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free.

Rebuild what we have ruined

and mend what we have torn.

Wash us in your cleansing flood.

Make us alive in the Spirit

to follow in the way of Jesus,

as healers and restorers of the world you so love.
Amen.



Beloved, God’s word never fails.
The promise rests on grace:

by the saving love of Jesus Christ,
the wisdom and power of God,

your sins are I forgiven, and God remembers them no more.
Journey in the way of Jesus.
Amen.

GATHERING SONG Beneath the Cross of Jesus (ELW 338)

The time of gathering song may be brief or extended, and may include
one or more of the following: hymns, psalms, a Kyrie; a canticle of
praise.

1 Beneath the cross of Jesus

I long to take my stand;

the shadow of a mighty rock

within a weary land,

a home within a wilderness,

a rest upon the way,

from the burning of the noontide heat
and burdens of the day.

2 Upon the cross of Jesus,

my eye at times can see

the very dying form of one

who suffered there for me.

And from my contrite heart, with tears,
two wonders I confess:

the wonder of his glorious love

and my unworthiness.

3 I take, O cross, your shadow
for my abiding place;

I ask no other sunshine than
the sunshine of his face;



content to let the world go by,
to know no gain nor loss,

my sinful self my only shame,
my glory all, the cross.
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

KYRIE (ELW p. 147)
In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above,
and for our salvation,

let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world,

for the well-being of the Church of God,
and for the unity of all,

let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house,

and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day.

E pule, Kakou. Let us pray.
A briefsilence is kept before the prayer.

Lord God, our strength, the struggle between good and evil rages within
and around us, and the devil and all the forces that defy you tempt us
with empty promises. Keep us steadfast in your word, and when we fall,
raise us again and restore us through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Amen.

The assembly is seated.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7

Human beings were formed with great care, to be in relationship with
the creator, creation, and one another. The serpent’s promise to the first
couple that their eyes would be opened led, ironically, to the discovery
only that they were naked.

A reading from Genesis.

!> The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till
it and keep it. '° And the LORD God commanded the man, “You may
freely eat of every tree of the garden, ' but of the tree of the knowledge
of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you
shall die.”

I Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that
the LORD God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God say, ‘You
shall not eat from any tree in the garden’?” > The woman said to the
serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden,



“but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the
middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.” ” * But the
serpent said to the woman, “You will not die, ° for God knows that when
you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God,
knowing good and evil.” ® So when the woman saw that the tree was
good for food and that it was a delight to the eyes and that the tree was
to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also
gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate. ' Then the eyes
of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked, and they
sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for themselves.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 32
' Happy are they whose transgressions ! are forgiven,
and whose sin is | put away!
> Happy are they to whom the LORD im- | putes no guilt,
and in whose spirit there | is no guile!
S While I held my tongue, my bones with- | ered away,
because of my groaning ! all day long.
*For your hand was heavy upon me | day and night;
my moisture was dried up as in the | heat of summer.
> Then I acknowledged my sin to you, and did not con- | ceal my guilt.
I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD.” Then you
forgave me the guilt | of my sin.
% Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in | time of
trouble;
when the great waters overflow, they | shall not reach them.
’You are my hiding-place; you preserve | me from trouble;
you surround me with shouts ! of deliverance.
®“I will instruct you and teach you in the way that | you should go;
I will guide you ! with my eye.
Do not be like horse or mule, which have no ! understanding;
who must be fitted with bit and bridle, or else they will | not



stay near you.”
10 Great are the tribulations | of the wicked:;
but mercy embraces those who trust | in the LORD.
' Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice | in the LORD;
shout for joy, all who are ! true of heart.

SECOND READING: Romans 5:12-19

Through Adam’s disobedience, humanity came under bondage to sin
and death, from which we cannot free ourselves. In Christ’s obedient
death, God graciously showers on us the free gift of liberation and life.

A reading from Romans.

12 Just as sin came into the world through one man, and death came
through sin, and so death spread to all because all have sinned '* for sin
was indeed in the world before the law, but sin is not reckoned when
there is no law. '“ Yet death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over
those who did not sin in the likeness of Adam, who is a pattern of the
one who was to come.

15 But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died
through the one man’s trespass, much more surely have the grace of God
and the gift in the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, abounded for the
many. '° And the gift is not like the effect of the one man’s sin. For the
judgment following one trespass brought condemnation, but the gift
following many trespasses brings justification. '’ If, because of the one
man’s trespass, death reigned through that one, much more surely will
those who receive the abundance of grace and the gift of righteousness
reign in life through the one man, Jesus Christ.

'8 Therefore just as one man’s trespass led to condemnation for all, so
one man’s act of righteousness leads to justification and life for all.

" For just as through the one man’s disobedience the many were made
sinners, so through the one man’s obedience the many will be made
righteous.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 151)
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.

n | | —]

T e e e
Zm — _r—.l_ﬁ_d—d —
J 1 q
Re - turn to the Lord, your God, for he is gra-cious and mer-ci - ful,
99 e 4T [~
C < ' o2
P =
slow to an - ger, and a-bound-ing in  stead-fast love.

Reprinted under One License #725244-A

Return to the Lord, your God,
for he is gracious and merciful,
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love.

GOSPEL: Matthew 4:1-11
Jesus experiences anew the temptations that Israel faced in the
wilderness. As the Son of God, he endures the testing of the evil one.

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

' Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tested by the
devil. * He fasted forty days and forty nights, and afterward he was
famished. ° The tempter came and said to him, “If you are the Son of
God, command these stones to become loaves of bread.” “ But he
answered, “It is written,
‘One does not live by bread alone,
but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.”
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? Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the
pinnacle of the temple, ° saying to him, “If you are the Son of God,
throw yourself down, for it is written,

‘He will command his angels concerning you,’

and ‘On their hands they will bear you up,
so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.” ”
7 Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘Do not put the Lord your God
to the test.” ”

® Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him
all the kingdoms of the world and their glory, ” and he said to him, “All
these I will give you, if you will fall down and worship me.” '’ Then
Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! for it is written,

“Worship the Lord your God,

and serve only him.” ”
' Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and waited on him.

The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

KEIKI STORY

SERMON
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HYMN OF THE DAY Jesus, Still Lead On (ELW 624)
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.

1 Jesus, still lead on,

till our rest be won;

and, although the way be cheerless,
we will follow, calm and fearless;
guide us by your hand

to the promised land.

2 If the way be drear,

if the foe be near,

let no faithless fears o'ertake us,
let not faith and hope forsake us;
safely past the foe

to our home we go.

3 When we seek relief

from a long-felt grief,

when temptations come alluring
make us patient and enduring;
show us that bright shore

where we weep no more.

4 Jesus, still lead on,

till our rest be won;

heav'nly leader, still direct us,
still support, console, protect us,
till we safely stand

in the promised land.

12
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APOSTLES' CREED

The Nicene Creed or the Apostles” Creed may be spoken. The Nicene
Creed is appropriate during Advent, Christmas, Easter, and on festival
days, the Apostles’ Creed during Lent and at other times.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray
for the world and its needs.

A brief silence.

God of all grace, grant faith to your church. Give to all the baptized the
will to resist temptation and to worship and serve you alone.
E ka Haku,

E aloha mai.
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God of all creation, tend this earth. When human greed and disobedience
threaten this planet and the life it contains, lead us by your Spirit into
ways of reverence, awe, and gentleness. E ka Haku,

E aloha mai.

God of all nations, preserve us from trouble. Surround all living in
places of violence with your steadfast love and give resilience to all who
work for peace. Grant courage to those who challenge, especially around
issues of racism and systemic oppression. E ka Haku,

E aloha mai.

God of all healing, mend our wounds. Bring wholeness to all who are
sick, give peace to all who groan in grief, and send companions to all
who are lonely or isolated. Especially we pray for . . . E ka Haku,

E aloha mai.

God of all people, provide for our community, Christ Lutheran Church.
For any among us who hunger for bread, bring nourishment. For any
among us who hunger for truth, speak your life-giving word. E ka Haku,
E aloha mai.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Birthdays: Keene & Barbara Baptisms: None

Church: Lutheran Church of Honolulu, Interim Pastor, Lesley Radius

God of all life, bring us to you. We thank you for your free and
abounding grace, and for those who, by that same grace, now rest
eternally in you, especially.... E ka Haku,

E aloha mai.

Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and
salvation.
Amen.
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PEACE AND ALOHA
Aloha nui e ‘oukou.

‘O ke aloha o ka Haku

¢ mau ana me ‘oukou
apau loa.

Friends, siblings in Christ, the peace of God be with you always.
And also with you.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care
of those in need. Mahalo nui loa to everyone for your offerings.

You may drop your offering in the wooden plates on the way in or out of
worship. You can also send checks via USPS mail or go to our
“Donate’ button at www.clcmililani.org and make your offering via
Tithe.ly. Mahalo to Thrivent members making offerings via Simply
Giving.

OFFERING SONG

Create 1n me a clean heart, O God,

and renew a right spirit within me.

Cast me not away from your presence,
and take not your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore to me the joy of your salvation,
and uphold me with your free Spirit.
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OFFERING PRAYER

As the table is prepared, the assisting minister leads in prayer.
E pule, Kakou. Let us pray.

A brief silence

God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words
of grace and life. Bless us and these your gifts, which we receive from
your bounty, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.



GREAT THANKSGIVING

DIALOGUE (ELW p. 152)
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The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy God,
our living Water and our merciful Guide,
together with rivers and seas, wells and springs
we bless and magnify you.

You led your people Israel through the desert,
and provided them water from the rock.

We praise you for Christ, our Rock and our Water,
who joined us in our desert,
pouring out his life for the world.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup 1s the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore,

his life, death, and resurrection,

we await your salvation for all this thirsty world.
Pour out your Spirit on this holy food

and on all the baptized gathered for this feast:

wash away our sin,

that we may be revived for our journey by the love of Christ.
Through him all glory and honor is yours,

Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,

in your holy Church,

both now and forever.
Amen
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LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Na Makana a ke Akua no ka Po‘e a ke Akua

Christ has prepared the feast.
E komo mai. E kipa mai.

Come to the table where you are welcomed home.

COMMUNION
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say

The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
and each person may respond

Amen.

The ministers commune either after or before others commune.
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COMMUNION SONG - THE QUEEN'S PRAYER
O kou aloha no A ia I ka lani

A o kou o1a 10 He hemolele hoi. Amene.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

As the table is cleared, the assisting minister leads in prayer.
E pule, Kakou. Let us pray.

A brief silence

God of our salvation,

we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls,
reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey.
Through the body and blood of your Son,

may we become Christ’s body in the world,

bearing witness to your love for all creation,

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us 1n mission to the world.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and =+ give you peace.
Amen.

21



SENDING SONG Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow

(ELW 885)
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow
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Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise God, all creatures here below;
praise God above, ye heav'nly host;

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

Ho‘onani 1 ka Makua mau

Ke Keiki me ka ‘Uhane no
Ke Akua mau, ho‘omaika‘i pii
Ko keia ao ko kéla ao.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Believe the good news.
Thanks be to God.
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