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to.:~o i'.Pi. '.!.TPT"lOOOCUS .;yr'lo~~3~n. Our 10 :--:;-·f:.!"t:.Cnt ;u1Jtinr 
r;)Q'V9d. .t\n':!o dum},. :;.len hoa, \"lent. Lots of neccndnry e:.r ;1j l,:l-:-rw. 
fenrd todn~ 'th~t eV"r!,cuatl~n flo('t l=r!nr: off Vun~~ T·:~t.l lc-ft rt:'ltion 
rJ"ld ,,.n" 1Jf'ck to fihillPr'1ne I~l ':'1.r.rc tc: r~pl&nl:::-:'h !J\r:'\T1ll:::a. !hnt 
",:111 lenn all Ar.lorlcnns UI'lCc.;vere' tor 7-10 dr.ys. 

rNA f!.dvnneirv.'; everywhere. ;:$e~1n~~ t!1 ngicnE H.. ·11. &. S ':: a Cit 
Snigan. 'J.\enalon. Helicopter ;::~G!'. set u[. at varl:"uo :;r: 1rt.t.~,.. 
>Any C-l_t8 dpily. '-Penh 1'ell 17th. 'tecelwd emer&(.n~ey 9Vl'nua.
tion 8il'CrlJft am;1.!.nDen'ta. I have C-47 _,-16141. 

Jim Voyle~ shot up 1n YTB todp.y vicinity Ph~ H~:; (ene~'Y rdr!>"rth ;lU" out D'8y dQ. I oalled £or helIcopters, 2500. 2000, 1000 ft. 
tut l:mded ¥K ft:t V1..ln-'Z 'i'~u. YoS. RON \'32 '~""lrlbou lfl1014. :'ieT1t 
$W1rnr.irJ6 on pertecrt beaoh. C-l)O &: 1 jolly {:reen H/C !~ls!~G<l uver
he04 Con Son Islrsnd thl':J momin;r nt 101)0 hQ~dl~ ;i.~... !nQp1rlnB 
slr-.ht and extremaly good for morale. Inclicetes 7th f1.:~t in nree.. 

22. 23 S1 tuaUon .. ry tense, ~omethiM 1m1nent. lTes. ~hi.u r.f.:!l~. 

• 
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1.10 E.D- Red A.len tor 2 ho\ll"O, att.P.ek o~ct.ed. S'tOW·9 
"~~t4ura:n~ Bsked "" hou:1e entire bO man ICCS dBler.ation.. ICOS 
~ .• 1.0. _14 'It.tuck cor.rlrv: 1ft np.xt hr.ur (h~ ~tlou1d know). ~C'th.1Jrw 
h~~t tho. 

~hlft ~fl- Reed ebBmt OMft to ?OS and. !.'Rid Gen. Glar> (Gso.~:~.sh1ngton 
of :. ......) "99A8SiM'taC! And ChiOOM troops 1ntt: r.. V • I'! ~O. 
the best of best ~sslble news. l10t "!\UCh %"'Un sleeri..l1f'; in town 

(I!' one .an Bleep). nettttr to ~ at a~art. 'hut no 1>9ds. 
?inf;1:er rata n:~ trm P1200 to :;;1 'to P4000 to $1 in nru·;t ".,.&1:. 
c'!"Iinous 81sn.·· WnU to wnll IlJil!>s ott V1D1g 't'aul IJ, hiG' can.'1nre 
!"lt1s nuppor't ohip!'1 7th fleet. 

rWA ~ .mo to aTtau at 0600L this morning. but dldne t. ~}-Lc'l't' 8 
m00. Ho· .... hear 1t was pro~hinf;;tf'e INA f.en. fl'ruonr: Chit'lb ·,;110 wna 
shot and not Gen. Oillj) (ehooth1: Ven. Glqp wculC! h~ve OOf?n llhn 
shooting Geo. i'itu!h1I'1(!'km in 1780). U.Z. r..ak1ng Mt\J'IY h~11cQpte:r 
!'Rde at aJ.~t. iIio~ structures. 'hul14oz1:ng bul1dlnr':o. 
mrlnoiw: dirt areas, cu'tting tre'!'!.s and teJ.r.l11honG rolefJ, e'te. 
fiX cmd StO!) Iff Shop iteft3 at t price or lee!!. flo r~c!'c u.~. 116_ 
for sale - quells trag4Ht71 ~e.m. for liquor an~ \11ne. 

Joiel!'.r le'te (tf bnl!lbl~ SW of town. Haw tor eeve!"~.l df')'8 now. 
;·P..rr:f too·s of SYr; refugees around t''lin gate at airport this; past 
vreek. C()I!lpleta newn bl~ckout on £"~ on U.::. run Sa1g0l') f'f 99.9 
t~ last 6 ~ay8 (een~or~hl~). Som~ gettin& ~ bit lrri~ble 
letcly. In ~dditlcn to net kn~·~dn·· "ttl. thor or not ~ .• are ,;:;r.;lng 
to 6et out of SVN sa.!'ely •. there's n constf.mt threl'~ of ZA-' 
"S'trela- 1d!l~11&s when 1'lY1.nB A.t'id nel" unplo'tted AM 'POOltlone. 
Rids now haw 'J1 _ tlrocan radar !'Oel tlcm 290 degrees, 8 mUea 
,.. alIt-ort. Tba"o ~t !.~eat nr.w!t. Probably oU.ws M'OtaIl 
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5Rlr.:on.... F:ost of US han been Ilvll'1e' out of. ~..n e1rl1ne Mnd 
-.,p...g for weeks new. All ether possessions sent n'Nsy. £1'nm R~"a:y 
or 1n one au! tea0'8 at aL-,:crt. Atroel tics at Ihnorn ~'.nh -
!'fIb11c behead1nr::s. which .:;1 ves us some'thing Jr,ore te, think ::about. 

27 'l'ens1on building. Lots ot rumors. 'l'hou.ghta ot ~Sli go1ftc up an4 
us being unable to ny out. 200 ?Ollc8 BVuns toge'Uler at 3an 
.... Thuot and shot. 

28 182OL. Had Reed Ch~s.·s car. Lett e.irllne bag at 87 ~....,en 
Dlnb ebleu and took oar baok to airport. Got 100 Jds. sbon of 
pte When beard 6 ex!>losloM, .500.1/ boabs. J NYA in V"NI A)?8 
from north. ,Amerioans in oar ahead 11 tara1l1 teU out onto 
ground w1 tb panieJq looks and eft',yled aroW'ld to rear dl.)or and 
pulled OIIt nak jaokets. Drove up 0.81C. tilem am asked what 
was probl..... UnIntelligible answer. A.ked a.ga1n and one '!houtM 
-small arms tire-. I dlttnet hear any. nor did Capt. John Fonburc. 
Who wa. with me. ARYN guard rushed up and told tiS to beat It. 
Superfluous instructio:"lS, It d say. nrc.,. aoroas gI"a.88 • down .. 
~ street the wrong wrq t.nd headed tor town. Bo"tll of .. 
serl~sly doubted small ~s report ao 1t was very douhttul JYA 
oould be in th.'!t seotion or town. 

" 1'.::-ltw1l7 1ft town treM~ou.s traffic 3am. Lotz of' lnb\;;UltC4 caro 
d~1ne 180s and hend1ri6 b~ck to a1rpor~. whioh indicated 1. a traffio 
emr! t1r ~. Sot'\e terrorist E\ctl vi t)F. Jus"t prior to I!"f*&ching bea'Q 
traffic, heard IIIUl tip18 eX!'losions and saw 100& 01' anti-aircraft 
(37 and 1$0 mm) ~ts around Z AY/8. ~ miSSM. l\e tra:t1'lo 
jun not wish1n;.: to get stuck in thnt or to enoounter terrorlau. 
41d fset 180 an! drove back 'to 259. a u.:.iAlD bUl.t housing about 
.ItO W. pilots and supervisor)' personnel. 7 story bulldlng looate4 
ahOllt one Jdlometre trom airport. 

Went U;i on root and noted. IIaJ1Y fires an4 IIUCh bla.ck slUOke at 
airport. ZJf. hour curtew 1Dnedie.tely imposed. Be wae stuek at 
2S9. Real br1ght to la8:Te airline baa at 87. N&1Q"en 1)1" Chleu 
tilth passport, checkbook, l8Ofte,. and othe valuablas. leund bed 
'111 'ttl Capt. fred stinel and another helicopter captain. Met 
0 •• D.!. PIl1Icmg. 

7.30 P.M. Tr8flendous explosion 10-1S Idles N.":. Prob:.bly r~ 
a1nll ~ d.-p near Slen Hoa. iielluva exploalon - our 112 unit 
apar __ t build in(; moftd. On root ooald see IBalV large Aeeon4u7 
explosi"mI on t'h1" cl.e.r night. All u= parsOl'8'\el I'oroulned at 
">Oint they were c,.ugh'C nt. Some opo p9rs:}nnol and. helioopter 
Mid f~ ws.nr: pilots at airport. Telephoned Capt. Ar't ~Uson 
at 87. ftguyen D1nb Ch!eu and asked. hill tc get my airline ~. 
He snld HDon't worry. Fredd1e Boo U .. • s an irreverent 'Q'pI). I 
shall get 7f111r bac without taU U • In bed Bbou"*, Illi.4n1&ht. 
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29 A ....... at •• 00 A.a'l. (J.CI) bJ' nearb)' IIUltlple b~ ex,l .. l_. 
Oft reot _ Tul Sora Ithta1 under heaYy artUler.v attack' b7 I,., _ 
eam.on. 122 ... recket and rr.or'tar tire. I'4a.IV a1rcratt burn1nc. 
At t)"'lt point we 9.11 tl~4 '\hat -tbe we'tt have ",0 walk aJId 
.. 1m to thft 7th neet. Intense 11.re continued trc»ft 0400 to 0830 
before letting up soaewhat - ~t .011. What. AAN ramp area took 
one hit that badly daJlUlJIM 2 helioaptft"s with rdnor d~ to 3 
more. No 1'lxed 'fII1n8 ala hi'. Ope reluctant to lalmOh hellcopten 
tor far of c!raw1ftg tire - a Il-.d in sru1d (or some plaoe else) 
"t~ltud •• as without 'he helicopter pllots at 2,59 we would("dot 
operate. After a~k started, -.rI)' YKAP airplanes took oft • 
C1)Oe. ~1 •• C119 pnshipe. P-.5a. etc. ThoUf",ht 1:1\.,. \f8I"'e tlcln8 
to powtd the redtt but no lIUCIl.luok a. they all SCI"8D'1C out of 
'the IIft8 and went 'to tJ-upao. l'baUand. Oreat tnlPport. 

'~hft powers-that-be f1na1ly deo1ded "that they would la\B'1Cb a 
helioopter and the t!ret one otf came to 259 about 0830 and 
picked 10 helicopter pilots oft the roo~ end took then to the 
airport. CaM right back an4 pioked up 6 more. on lrd vip a' 
0845 el6ht fixed wing pilote. lnolud1ne my.eU. were taken w 
airpon_ 

~h aotly!:'Y there plua 1ncom1ng arUller.r, rockets alld mo ...... 
In the If1l11eclla'te area a'bout nary .1JIIIte or flO. I1-31ty i ;round 
personnel 1ft aps. Soma ,rettl shook up. certnln am: .. unt 01" hIt.l
tancv ailo,,", leu:nchtrw fixed wing air'Ol"tlf't, but ft"II'e!"".1 explor,lon 
otltsic.te tul"thel" convlneed me 'that we hed. worn out oar welcOile lrl 
Saigon. Waited aroun4 and, t1nallV, !1hout 0930 we If.uncha~ cA7 
#SS9 and elf?~. !ben ever)' 10 a1mrtes or Sf) another AU. flx" 
wing aircraft took ott. I tlnallr got the O.r.. to go .t 10.0,. 
Checked ala O'ft'r very ~lany an4 was about tc get a'tosrd when 
Art ~118on froYe up and handed •• ., .1~11n. bag. ~trcrr..ll a1a4 
to see til~t.. start .. .,.1nes and. trurlet! over by our h~:1r an4 
Uoerded 2~ pessengers v.ry ~u1okly. ~stehed out cockpit ~indaw 
and as l{'st one qot on, flaw many refusee~! ell'!'11'lln.s high oemen' 
wall ~ehind ~ aircraft. FerRot to raention tMt during tile 
1I000000im 801M YrtAF pUots Btola ,.. of our holicopters. Also,,.,. 
~ all :'rDlK ~ sc:rr.e operntlonfIJ peraormel hnd to stand ott 
some armed ~~VN soldiers who tried tel board our a1rcraft. 
Fortunately. nc shootin{; 'took plaoe. 

A3 i,.,apt. 1.Q Ad~ne was about to board r.is C-46, an klVN soldier 
tried 'to forcit,1J' embark. Ed stopped hiM ond the e\I¥ s~r.rtad to 
BWlrur an !d6 around to point at him. The 501dier got the ~\8I 
o',jlNt h: .. lf ~lay around when Ed knock_ hb Oil his ass (bvsting 
his haM In the pro.e$~) and dl~anHd.?tl:r!l. 11ln.t ended that. 

_1e tl:!Xied ou,", nftd, as ''Ie rf;\Ulderl our IIp.1lr,'P'.r whu-e va c~uld :lee tIMt 
tuxiwaye and mill tor; rJl(~ c 1 viUan r&IIp8, a so..,. of utter desola
tion coni'rcnted us .. airplanas burning, :Iomba(! out aJ'l(1 burnt out 
alrpb\nes .,.nd helicopter., debrlt; ~.re. Christ, What. 
sight. Immedinwly saw that .. probabl,. could set to the ~. 
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A 0-130 was bUI"nlng r1«bt non '0 tile taxiway an one aide .1111l • 
wrecked OH-53 twin rotor ~/c on the other, whloh was the ciY11laft 
ramy. ~tnther than taxi ",)ctween the two, whlch would haft fore .. _ 
tc P~'f!!; olose- aboard the ~urning C-130 which w~s ~oin~ to hlCM up 
.... omentarily. I went tnr u;;h the civilian rnmp '3.ren past th. C;Utte4 
te~lml picking oy way arvunC bae~age, wreeke~ 8utomobilep, ble,el ... 
~hell hol~s, ~hrapnel - ¥ou naae it - and re~oln~~ the tay.1waJ 
furth~r on. 

Next, at the eaS't-w8st,. north-south taxlway brteraection. '. e toUIIII 't 
pcrtit"..lly blocked by a cocplotelJ' burnt out USAF C-l)O. 'lhBre ... . .aa roam to get hy the tnU ot this hulk and we m4. 1 t fln~ ~ 
~U~ onio th~ runw~.y which, ~:~i the ~oe or (lOft, wlum't Clp.~ec! ani 
~;Il tbout rtlrther ado took off'. w 1 th the reds nIl arotmd t,..wn. we 
.tain()d :.::or.e ;Uti. tude over the oi ty then hended 1"or tho or-an r-re. a"'<*t 
25 :'1i1,):"1 a'.IIl~1 tv 'the southeast. The d1!'OM w~r, tak1n..- '1. r031 
s!~ell(1e1~ln;:. f.lS we ta.~led out an("'l took o-r~ '!-jut they m!:!!I,ed hi ttiftfJ 
u.'.. ..:uem:l we've ~een 11 ... 1nf~ right. 

Ao 11. 'Ilns pro:"'lbly aU 9n_my territory. '11m t'llctne <t; rel~untU \18 
__ '/Cr. well o:rtshc·re. 'l1lan we took B~k o~ our al 'tWlUon. l-re 1DWW 
\lIU (inly ho.ld 500 g;3.11O'ftt1 ot' ['1J.:] so we oouldn't RO "to our rtrilJ1na~ 
:nl .. nned destination ot ,.:""Vl8i. soma 100 m1l~a aoU't.,tlean't. A~_~", .. 
c,~·uld not g'.> to a srr!8ll ulrstrlp 125 Idles south of' Sn'.~-:\n ... 1here 
WI:" h, .. d l" .. rne emergency cas ~~upplies stashed. ~c our only o~tion was 
tq he;-,:! fo'!:' ':hr>iland, lr.. s:;i tt;! of 1mmd.rv.~ »forehand 1:h·'.·t the 'L'h~1e 
dic1n' t ~1t·nt am' ,;)~1gon airplAnes If'mll1(~ in Thailand. '_"he Thai. 
o(~uld.nt t eare less about refuge.~. their main cnr .... fi we~ ~ 1s .. t 
off~ndin('; the cUllU'lW'l1stg. '~ .oy hove n~\i 'YtI'r'Y oonwr..iently forgotten 
::!5 y'iJar'u cf H.":;. 2.ssi'3tanc:",_ 

rlhen 1. liln thE r.-uap at ':;el~~on, there were 2 C-lJ.6~ nnd 2 \"i'B9 stU1 
t!!cre '"ut they got airb(}me shortly. TIle oomb~ attack the night 
of th~ 28th st:)pped all retuall1n~! So we ended U!> .1 th 4 ':.-4?s, .2 
, -l:.6s and one VTB her-din'~ tor .. :frleftdly" territory 1ft 'lllailMt!. 
0nly one C-47, #083. hnd rutl tenks tmd he hePAlad tor Brunei. !he 
hel1c'-J-pters cc.:ntlnued plckln.e up per~c!ll'lel arotmd Snlgon :'tnd r9rryi", 
them to the aircraft c~r.rlel"~ o!'f;'lhore thn re~t of the moming, 
finlJlly ceasin« operations lilt 6-30 p.r.:. Throt ended M"s fligllt 
op&rations after s~me 25 years in Southeast "'sIs. We lost ~0IHt 
air"f,lanec and much equipment but, thank Qod, no one \\'1IS lost,ltn,rt 
11'1 this t1nal operation. F 

~~ ,./ 

:he (.c..:npaJV' did 0 fantastic 300 in the last 2+ c!eC.;"\4os end wo oloe .. 
it Gut with a ol(q'"'n 51ate. On the debit side. pause am tl11nk that 
th~ reds have forcibly t~ken over two oountries in the last 13 da.re. 
- (::ltlhodla on April 17th and South Vietnam on April ,Oth. 1Yo blMlt· 
datec for millions of people ~ n renl blot on oar escutcheon • 
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Enroute to thaUand we 8s1abllDhe4 intershlp VHF e~ea"lrtM and 
oonolude" that we would receive a le88 hostIle rece-tirn et tN. US" 
"~~e Itt U-t&pec. :.:c'me l' miles SSE of D~ko!:, so "1P. all If.'nded 'th .... 

~lth our sbort sU7':t>ly of :rue! ::l nlu.1 W;\!' th:-'.t tl1'"~ '. ,·"!,;ther '''0.8 
. be2utlf'ul - iilue nkies .. all the way 9T.route. :':0 in our ,·-41 naw 

,'!n,lm the cog,st of VletlULl1 a .... 'nys then .. "eQr:.u~e ~r our rH~l 'ltUi~tlon. t 
took ;~ dgen breath :!ll'ld a't 8500 teet h9aded ncr 'sa the eneny lleld 
C4f:!1 t:"! to til .. oeeM on the other sld~. 9 dl::-.t'lnC9 of a"..>cut <10 ,,11 ••• 
!~~dn tb~t l~~ unev~ntrully. pr~ceedeo along abnu~ 15 miles ~ft the 
~:\)uth c('!~·st of (. rr.;~;~dla ~i.Gl\ U-':i t..'1~ CR~'-"ot11nn "'e'3t. cc:-~(,"t 'M en 
Intc 7h:!11and and U-t1.pao. Dldn" t f!t::ur·~ P.ny>:-.~"e,..,d irn f1~..,~tel"!f 
~'oul,~~ '}!jther us In internatlon .. ~l "'~tero nn(~ ::~w nons. 

!':;ndad at U-tP"'080 and received :t W8~1 weleerr(' ~O!"'l the U;;AF ur.r9c.1'Ift81. 
'110 f'irst l":~n I !tat at the foot of tho It'dder W2t~ '1 ,':erl6\:;''::'~'.t.· a.."'ld the 
fir;:"; th1n~ he SA,id \'/38 thnt he had seen ~o th 1'1e ;:n1::' "iy ~ ~:1!:: ~ !ML...". 
t'r~s in Ud~rn, Th'.'!'Uand in 1968 ane why the hell di~n't ":Ie -:tlP 
~+'l· ;"'\;'lne r'l1r nec1T .., 01'+ and r·"'t"re Good t, .,.~o ..,. ....... ~ .... ··-U·, P"'c:!II ~. '" ...... - ,),.... • Al-,O- .A ." ....,.J,.. .. ..... v ,.. J _ ~ __ v . i • "" ~ .. \.-,,... '"'" • 

'lh" t'lr3't thln.~ I S.:lW after Inr.dlnt: 't.·a~ h!'llf t~'! '/l~tn",:e;~e :\.1:-
1'Or".:-'"!. 'l'here '.tere 10 odd VNA11·':)lane~ parked ar .. und t!1$ s.;.;-:.ath end 
ot' t~~ c.m~rt. I c<Junted a f'·'-ll.l squa!ir~ (~S) ot' r-s i'ightG:~s. 
6~-1)Os. 4 C-7A "Carillous". 9 C-47s, 11) !)'lu"'.las AD fir)r~Gr-!c'.~,>er •• 
! ... (;-1 ~9 tranE)-:lrts, a oouple vi ~:'-l t91Uftshl::¥ '-lll': '\'!' t't~~!'in~~ ot 
1~er typaz. l~ad Mi:lell ern~')ticn~ \t?On 3eein'~ tho .. -5:'· ;r.di .... ~l9 
~"'" ked there. < 

Ff:t In .::.11 we lnmed 4 AA;.., ..;,-478 m'li1 ." VlD a.t U-ti"l.!'llO. "no ,~..IJ.? had • 
.., -' CO;t;!~lete h)'Ur~ullc f'eUure shortly p.fter ta~e . .,N" at :)ale~r. cr.d 

f'i'ter n ~uee9a~rul 1·1ndU..,e at IJ-t.."1pac, rM otr n. t~;,d"wqy a!l~ int,,' a 
dl teh, colla ...... sln:o: one meln ~ear in the nrccess '3.S well .:.~ to' r.1n& 
off th .. ., taUt:heel and twi!Jtin;:, the tail structure. r~c cn~ ~'1urt • 
.. -rtun;:<tel~/ • 

. :(! sto ,t! ~round in the 100 de~:ree h~t f'or a'bout 5 h·:-urg ~n,l 'that 
the. Rse Commander, a full Colonel, artvised U~~ thct h~ needed the 
't"anp -:ilBce t'.ne that 'lie would 211 lu.:ve to ,':C' 't j :!a:ngb)k.;'h~ .. t 
Ii ttle orc!er r.:ade !'lY ~;"\y as my ap.'lrt!"lsnt 1:1 in an!-;l':olt. ::', tl6 
t1mlly left 'IJ-t~~~['.O ~t to.1.S i'.:. r..l,d 3.rrlv.z~c1 '!"!t 1t:00 "').". In ," 
.:angkok. " ,i 

: 11 1n all, tl.·' t ~m:~ quite a ~ol'!th.. April i,V,S. 

i , 




