FOUNDING OF THE LWVE
— by Lori Osborne
— with edits by Joan Linsenmeier
The League of Women Voters of Evanston
held its first meeting on March 28, 1922 — 100
years ago this month. The National League of
Women Voters was founded on February 14,
1920 (in Chicago) and the 19th amendment
was ratified on August 26, 1920. Why did it
take two years for the Evanston league to
form? What is the story of its founding?
WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE IN ILLINOIS
Most women’s suffrage timelines start with
the 1848 Women’s Rights Convention in
Seneca Falls, New York, and the first suffrage
activities in Illinois took place in the 1850s.
In the late 1800s the temperance movement
was the leading reform movement for
women, and the Woman’s Christian Temperance Union (WCTU),
led by Evanston’s own Frances Willard, endorsed women’s suffrage
in 1881.
Some states granted limited voting rights to women in the 1890s.
Illinois women could vote in school elections starting in 1891; school
involvement was seen as closely linked to their roles as mothers. In
1913 their rights were broadened to include voting for additional
offices, including president. Illinois was the first state to ratify the
19th amendment and the location of important moments in suffrage
history including the founding of the National Women’s Party and, as
mentioned, the founding of the League of Women Voters.
DEBATING THE LEAGUE’S MISSION
At its founding, it wasn’t fully clear what the LWV would do, and
discussions and debates about its mission began immediately.
Although women in many states could already vote for at least some
offices, many had not yet fully embraced the idea of themselves as
voters, and the LWV could provide a place for women to learn about
and explore this new identity. It is hard for us to imagine, but the idea
that the voices of women were not needed or wanted in the political
process was ingrained and hard to shake.
The LWV could also provide a place for women to continue their work
for women’s rights more broadly, as voting was just one of many ways
their lives were restricted based on gender. Through the LWV women
could also advocate for such issues as mother and child welfare. And
women could rely on the LWV for voter information and education
outside the political parties that had long excluded them. Each of
these roles was important and each
could solely occupy the work of the
organization. Deciding which to
focus on was the challenge of the

early years, nationally and at the state and
local levels. At the founding convention of the
Illinois League of Women Voters in October
1920, a symposium was held on “The LWV and
What It Can Accomplish.”1
Debates about focus were accompanied
by another big question: Was there really
a need for a women voters’ organization?
From the beginning the LWV thought of
itself as nonpartisan, like its predecessor
suffrage organizations where Democrat
and Republican women worked together.
Some women, though, saw no need for a
nonpartisan voters’ organization; women
should just join the party of their choice
and work within it for things they thought
important. For issues of special interest to
women, they could also continue to work
through existing groups. In Evanston, for example, women had been
working together across party lines for many years in organizations
like the WCTU and the Woman’s Club of Evanston.
A LEAGUE IN EVANSTON
In Fall 1921 debates about the role of the LWV came to a head at
the national convention. Voter turnout for the 1920 presidential
election had been low with many women staying out of the process
entirely. This surprised League members, and it became clear that
getting other women registered to vote and to the polls was going
to take more work and focus than originally thought. The need for
nonpartisan voter education became paramount, and the national
league began to see its role more clearly. While it would continue
to work broadly for women’s issues and rights, its focus would be
on creating an educated electorate (male and female) and getting
women involved in politics.
It is this focus that got the attention of Evanston women and
galvanized them to form the LWVE. The stated goal of the
organization was “to ensure that correct information was given
to all women voters of Evanston.”2 One early activity was to help
organize a Citizenship School (see last month’s Intercom at
www.lwve.org/newsletter.html). After its founding meeting on
March 28, 1922, the LWVE invited representatives from 70 Evanston
women’s organizations to a luncheon at the Woman’s Club of
Evanston to form the coalition and begin the work.
The guest speaker for the April 2 luncheon was Jeannette Rankin,
the first woman elected to the U.S. Congress. Her speech that day
made the front page of the Evanston
Index. She is quoted as saying:
“Women are being accused of

continued on page 7
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Dear Colleagues,
March is Women’s History Month and we hope that you
have celebrated by learning about some of the remarkable
women who paved the way, especially as we begin our
celebration of the LWV of Evanston 100th Birthday!
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April is Fair Housing Month — a time to commemorate the
passage of the Fair Housing Act of 1968 and recommit
to expanding equal access to housing. As with Women’s
History Month, this is especially meaningful for us this year
as we have reviewed and revised our positions on housing
and zoning, strengthening and broadening them to reflect
today’s challenges and current thinking. They form the basis of League action to
support or oppose a variety of proposals over time.
In this issue you will read about the completion of another local program project — a
comprehensive investigation of health equity in Evanston and an eye-opening report.
The upcoming Primary Election is also on our minds as the work begins to register
voters and work with our community partners to Get Out The Vote (GOTV).
Spring is nearly here and taking a big picture view, we are re-building connections in our
communities and weaving a rich social fabric. Being part of the League has the potential
to help us see our neighbors again, get active and make a difference. We look forward
to seeing you at the annual meeting on May 11 to celebrate, plan and visit!
— Jennifer and Mary, Co-Presidents

“In his first State of the Union address, President Biden made clear
the importance of democracy — in America and across the globe.
And as democracy in Europe is being threatened, we support and
stand united with the people of Ukraine. An attack on democracy
anywhere is an attack on democracy for all of us. We stand in the
belief that democracy will always prevail both internationally and
right here at home.”
— LWVUS CEO, Virginia Kase Solomón

A BIG WELCOME TO
NEW AND RETURNING MEMBERS!
Please join the editorial team in welcoming
the following new members — and a few previous
members choosing to renew — that have joined
the LWVE in recent months.
We look forward to meeting in person
over the next several months
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VOTER SERVICES: 2022 MID-TERMS: WHAT’S DIFFERENT FROM 2020?
— by Judy Hoffman
— and Mary Keefe Kelly
As active and engaged LWVE
members, we have all been
bombarded with nightly news
of voter suppression tactics,
restrictive voting law changes,
new dates and new rules —
especially on a local level.
So what happened during
2021 relative to new election
laws? At the national level,
25 States enacted 62 laws
expanding voting access, 19
states passed restrictive laws
and some of those same states
have enacted both.
In Illinois, we have been
fortunate to have had no
restrictions placed on our access
to the ballot. On June 17, 2021,
Governor Pritzker signed into
law the Omnibus Elections Law —
SB 825. Consisting of 156 pages,
below are the major highlights
of the bill:
•
•
•
•

•

•
•

KEY DATES FOR PRIMARY ELECTION

TUESDAY, JUNE 28

MARCH 30

First day to apply for a mail-in ballot
More information: tinyurl.com/2p8uks9m

APRIL 28

Last day to file intent to run as a write-in
candidate

MAY 31

Voter registration closes for deputy registrars
and local election officials

JUNE 1

First day of grace period registration and voting
at election authority polling sites

JUNE 12

Last day to register to vote by online application
More information: tinyurl.com/3u7uvftb

JUNE 13

First day of early voting
More information: tinyurl.com/2p8wdkpd

JUNE 23

Last day to request a mail-in ballot, including
military and overseas voters
More information: tinyurl.com/2p8uks9m

JUNE 27

Last day of early voting
More information: tinyurl.com/2p8wdkpd

JUNE 28

Last day mail ballots can be postmarked

JUNE 28

ELECTION DAY Vote in person at your local
polling place

Pushed back the date of the tour primary election to June 28;
Strengthened the cybersecurity standards for election
authorities;
Provided viable voting opportunities for justice-impaired
individuals;
Helped educate high school students by mandating
dissemination of a one-page document explaining the voter
registration process;
Established that the date of the general election, November
8, shall be a state holiday (leaving schools available therefore
as possible polling places and students as possible election
judges);
Allows voters to apply for a permanent vote-by-mail ballot;
and
Further clarified procedures for tracking mail-in ballots,
curbside voting and centralized voting locations.

As we go to press for this edition of our newsletter, the candidate
filing period for the primary has just completed. As things currently
stand, for the 9th U.S. Congressional District, both the Democratic
and Republican races are contested. Running against incumbent
Jan Schakowsky in the Democratic race is Andrew Heldut. For the
Republican race, the candidates are John Elleson and Maxwell
Rice. It is possible we will see additional write-in candidates by the
April 28 deadline.

Forum
coordinators
for
the Leagues in the 9th
Congressional have begun initial
discussions and we will follow up
with members that expressed an
interest in assisting with forums.
Will they be on Zoom or inperson? Stay tuned!
There is a contested Democratic
race for State Representative
16th District, with three
candidates: incumbent Denyse
Wang Stoneback, Naema
Abraham, and Kevin Olickal.
The 16th District covers about
half of Skokie, a portion of
Lincolnwood and the Westridge
neighborhood of Chicago. We
held a primary forum for the
16th District in February 2020
and hope to do so again. There
are no contested primary races
for Cook County 13th District
race or for the state legislative
races: State Senate Districts 8
and 9; and, State Representative
Districts 17 and 18.

There is a contested Democratic
race for the Metropolitan Water Reclamation District (MWRD). Due
to the high volume of candidates (13 in all) a forum will not be
feasible. We will look to another platform for providing information
about these candidates’ positions.

UNSUNG HEROINE AWARD
As an annual event in
observance of Women’s
History Month, Cook
County
presents
the Unsung Heroine
Award to one woman
from each district of
Cook County plus one
recognized
countywide. Contributions of
these 18 women to their
communities, families and
professional endeavors
are so vital, but seldom recognized. LWVE member and
NAACP activist Willie Shaw of Evanston received the Unsung
Heroine Award representing our Cook County District 13
during a virtual celebration on March 10.
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ERIE FAMILY HEALTH CENTER: A RESOURCE FOR EVANSTON AND SKOKIE
— by Betty Hayford

Like most organizations, Erie operates under
the governance of a Board of Directors. Unlike
most organizations, half of the members of the
board are patients who bring an experiential
perspective to reviewing and establishing
policies and practices. The center has strong
rankings for quality — in the top 10 percent
nationally. It is highly involved in training the
next generation of primary care providers,
including nurse-practitioners, midwives and
residents in family medicine.

LWVE hosted a program on February 17
with the Erie Family Health Center. The
presentation created a vivid picture of Erie as a
valuable resource for Evanston and Skokie that
serves thousands of patients every year with a
mission committed to providing high quality
affordable care for healthier people, families
and communities. Robin Varnado, Operations
Director, and Liz Feldman, retired Medical
Director, provided us with facts and figures
about the work of the center elaborating on
the social mission that guides it.
Erie is a Federally Qualified Health Center (FQHC) committed to
meeting the needs of an underserved area or population. It is part
of a Chicago-area operation with 13 clinics. The Evanston center
opened in 2014 with one examining room in the basement of the
Civic Center. It now has an attractive site on Dempster Street with
34 examining rooms and 5 dental rooms. Most of its patients are
low-income — 27 percent uninsured — and patients are charged on a
sliding scale. Roughly 62 percent of revenue comes from patient fees
and insurance — a substantial portion from Medicaid. Federal, state
and local funds make up one third of revenue, and additional funds
come from private grants.
Erie provides a wide range of medical serves for adults and children:
primary care, preventive services, women’s health care, prenatal
care, behavioral health care and dental services. It has cooperative
arrangements with the two Evanston hospitals and several in Chicago
and provides transportation services when needed.

During the height of Covid19, Erie actively
reached out to its patients and the community
to provide testing, treatment and vaccinations. It
worked collaboratively with the Evanston Health Department and other
agencies to meet the needs of the community for medical services and
identify housing and nutritional needs. It works hard to publicize its
services and expects to double its patient numbers in the next 10 years.
The speakers encouraged League members to spread the word
about services available at Erie and follow developments through
its support organization, Friends of Erie Evanston/Skokie. This
organization publicizes activities and new services at the center and
raises money through donations and events.
Learning more about the contribution that Erie Family Health Center
makes to Evanston is part of our year-long review of access to health
care — one of the top issues pursued as part of our local program. Erie
is among many organizations interviewed by committee members
who will develop a report of resources and needs in our community,
then distribute it to League members and Evanston officials.

MENTAL HEALTH, AFFORDABLE DRUGS, TOP LIST FOR LOCAL ADVOCACY
— by Lois Taft

unnecessary hospitalizations and avoid
the criminalization of mental health
conditions.

LWVE’s local program group is urging advocacy
for legislative proposals promoting health equity
in Evanston as part of our 2021-22 program.
We interviewed 20 individuals representing 13
organizations including health care institutions,
community organizations, city council members
and state legislators. We learned that Evanston
is a resource-rich community, but resources may not be adequate and
may not be equally accessible.
In our interviews, mental health was the priority concern. Mental
health has been affected by the pandemic, but there were significant
unmet mental health needs in Evanston before Covid19. Mental
health professionals are scarce and in high demand. There is a gap in
service for our entire community, but it especially affects underserved
populations. The following bill would help to address the severe
workforce shortage in the field of mental health.
The Rebuild Illinois Mental Health Workforce Act —
Illinois House Bill 4238
The purpose of the act is to preserve and expand access to
Medicaid community mental health care in Illinois to prevent
4
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Evanston is served by the Erie Family
Health Center, a Federally Qualified Health
Center (FQHC), which provides medical,
dental and behavioral health care to
underserved residents. Without the Erie
Family Health Center, comprehensive
patient care would remain an unmet need for the population
it serves. This bill would help to keep prescription medications
affordable for this population.
The 340b Drug Discount Program —
Illinois House Bill 4595
This program is critical to patients at Erie Family Health Center
and other Federally Qualified Health Centers. The program
makes prescription medications affordable and supports
many of the comprehensive services offered to patients at
FQHCs, such as care and case management, HIV/AIDS services,
referrals support, benefits navigation, telehealth services and
medication-assisted treatment. Recent actions by pharmacy
benefit managers and changes to state regulations have put
the program in jeopardy.

THE INTERCOM

LOCAL PROGRAM:
SPRINGING FORWARD IN 2022-2023

ZOOM INTO THE COOK COUNTY
LEAGUE ANNUAL MEETING ON MAY 2

— by Betty Hayford

— by Betty Hayford

Every year, LWVE members meet to consider
local program activities for the year to come.
This March we met on a spring-like Sunday to
identify issues for member research and action.
A working group will learn more about these
issues, consider possible advocacy and present
their findings to the full membership through
reports, Intercom articles and programs.

All LWVE members are also members of the League of Women Voters
of Cook County (LWVCC) and are invited to attend their annual meeting
on May 2. The meeting will be held on Zoom and will start with the
business meeting at 9:30 a.m. Registration information available soon.

Our discussion identified three issues that will
be presented to members for adoption at the
Annual Meeting on May 11, 2022.
• CIVIL DISCOURSE. LWVE will form a working group to
identify strategies to anticipate confrontational behaviors,
develop tactics to minimize disruptions and share findings
with other community organizations.
• REDISTRICTING IN EVANSTON. A working group with gather
information about the process of redistricting in Evanston
following the 2020 census in order to ensure that our League
will be prepared to participate, as needed, in redrawing the
ward maps.
• RANKED CHOICE VOTING. A working group will join with
other state and local leagues to gather information on ranked
choice voting and how it could be applied to state and local
elections in Illinois.

The program will begin at 11 a.m. with a panel of the three retiring
County Commissioners, including our own District 13 Commissioner
Larry Suffredin. Others are Deborah Sims (District 5) and Peter
Silvestri (District 9). The Commissioners will be asked to identify
major developments since their first term on the Cook County Board
and their expectations for challenges in the coming years.
The regular business of the meeting includes election of officers and
approval of the budget and the meeting also includes an opportunity
to review activities of the past year and plans for the year to come.
LWVCC actively observes the board meetings and other county
bodies and advocates for increased transparency and accountability.
Alongside long-term programs, LWVCC has developed a new
interest group observing and supporting the Forest Preserve
District of Cook County, fpdcc.com. The group organized a popular
series of forest preserve walking tours last fall and has gathered
materials about forest preserve programs and needs in support
of the referendum for a modest increase in the forest preserve
tax levy. LWVCC will be providing materials and presentations to
local Leagues to educate us about the referendum appearing on
November’s general election ballot.

In addition to considering this proposal at the annual meeting,
members will hear a review of the entire local program for the
current year: Zoning and Housing, Health Equity and Climate
Action. League members working on those topics have produced
presentation materials and stories for the Intercom.

The Cook County League’s Voter Service Committee is working with
the county clerk and local Leagues to provide information about the
primary election on June 28. It is working with WTTW to produce a
Video Voters’ Guide that will include information about candidates
for Cook County Offices and Metropolitan Water Reclamation
District (MWRD).

Be sure to register for the Annual Meeting scheduled for May 11
so that you can learn more about local programing for this year
and next!

Take advantage of this opportunity to attend the annual meeting and
learn more about Cook County issues and ways that you can engage
with them!

Local program activities meeting.
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CLIMATE
CORNER
— by Elizabeth Kinney

•
•
•
•
•
•

Research conducted by the University
of Leeds (England) for the non-profit
organization JUMP found that, while
government and industry have most
of the responsibility for avoiding
ecological meltdown, individuals
have primary influence over about 25
percent of the emission savings needed
by 2030. Take a look at their cheerful
website at takethejump.org and learn
their explanations of “jump” and “shift”
and perhaps some common Englishisms as well.
Their research shows how citizens and
communities can deliver these savings
through six shifts:

End clutter: Keep electronic products and home appliances
for at least seven years;
Holiday local: One flight every three years;
Eat green: A plant-based diet, healthy portions, no waste;
Dress retro: Three new items of clothing per year;
Travel fresh: If you can, no personal vehicles; and,
Change the system: At least one life shift to nudge the
system like moving to a green energy company or a green
pension supplier.

For those of you interested in protecting our local birds, visit Evanston
North Shore Bird Club at tinyurl.com/452acmwy, or request their
information-rich flier by email at BirdFriendlyEvanston@gmail.com.

▲ Develop new friendships
▲ Attend any of our 20+ monthly
programs

Find community,
support and life
enrichment!
BECOME A MEMBER

847.721.1413

▲ Navigate available community
services
▲ Get tech help, rides to medical
appointments, friendly visiting
and neighborly support
▲ Volunteer and improve
someone’s life

WiseUpToday.org

(formerly known as North Shore Village)
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WHAT’S HAPPENING IN SKOKIE?
— by James Johnson
Greetings from Skokie! As a relatively new member of Skokie’s
Board of Trustees, and as the village’s first independent trustee in
more than 70 years, it’s been wonderful to connect with the League
of Women Voters. I love the League’s nonpartisan, policy-first
spirit and greatly admire its long history of pro-democracy work.
In such politically polarizing times as ours, it’s good to remember
the wisdom of Jane Addams: “The cure for the ills of democracy is
more democracy.”
As many of you already know, the Village of Skokie’s electoral system
is very different than the City of Evanston’s. In fact, no municipality
in all of Cook County elects their representatives quite like Skokie,
and for good reasons! The impacts of our strange, outdated system
— partisan, not staggered, at-large elections — are painfully clear: our
elections are rarely contested, voter turnout is well below-average
and our village government gravitates towards single-party rule.
That’s going to change in 2022! Tangential to my work as a Trustee,
I’ve been helping the new Skokie Alliance for Electoral Reform
(skokieelectoralreform.org) launch a long-overdue campaign to
update the village’s electoral system. A better, more equitable
system — nonpartisan, staggered, hybrid elections — can be achieved
through ballot initiatives supported by Skokie voters.
The Skokie Alliance is focused on three, common-sense reforms to
finally update our village’s electoral system for the 21st century:
1. NONPARTISAN ELECTIONS. Unlike Evanston, the Village of
Skokie has historically held partisan elections that privilege
political party candidates. By adopting nonpartisan elections,
all village candidates will be treated equally on the ballot, with
no political party labels, preferential positioning or separate
deadlines for filing to run for office. We want a system that
encourages voters to prioritize people and policies over
political parties!
2. STAGGERED TERMS. Currently, Skokie is the only village of
its size in Illinois that does not stagger terms — meaning our
elections are held every four years instead of the usual two. By
simply staggering terms in our elections, there will be more
opportunities for residents to run for office, less opportunities
for huge, political party slates to dominate our democracy and
a greater balance of stability and change in our government.
3. HYBRID REPRESENTATION. Whereas Evanston has a ward
system for electing council members, Skokie still has an atlarge system for electing trustees, meaning residents don’t
have district-based representatives and candidates face the
prohibitive expense of campaigning across the entire village of
more than 67,000 residents. As a solution, we’re proposing a
compromise between the two: a hybrid system in which 4 of 6
Trustees will be elected by district and 2 of 6 Trustees (plus the
mayor and clerk) will still be elected at-large. Combined with
staggered terms, the Village will alternate between district and
at-large elections — a “best of both worlds” electoral experience
for voters and candidates.
Expect to see all three of these initiatives on the November ballot
in Skokie! Want to learn more? Join us for the public launch of our
campaign — April 19, 6:30 p.m. at Devonshire Cultural Center — or
visit our website at skokieelectoralreform.org for more information.
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LWVE EVENTS AT-A-GLANCE
NOW through JUNE 23
KEY DATES FOR PRIMARY ELECTION
Apply for vote by mail ballot for June 28 primary.
(See article on page 3)
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 6 at 7 p.m. VIA ZOOM
PROGRAM ON EVANSTON ENVIRONMENT BOARD
Presentation of the role of the Environment Board in
implementing the Evanston Climate Action and Resilience
Plan (CARP) and in Evanston government.
Register here tinyurl.com/44kchtvw to receive link.
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 13 at 7 p.m. VIA ZOOM
LWVE BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING
All members are welcome.
RSVP to LWVEvanston@gmail.com for link.

ETHS CIVICS FAIR

Thanks go to Georgia Vlahos (L), Carol Mullins (R) and Mary Rothschild
(not pictured) for representing our League at the ETHS Civics Fair on
March 1, 2022. The fair was created to inspire students to get involved
in their community, inform them about different theories of change and
connect them to organizations for collaboration in their civics projects.
Our volunteers shared information about the league observer corps,
voter services, advocacy activities and educational events.

MONDAY, MAY 2, 9:30 a.m. to 12 p.m. VIA ZOOM
LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF COOK COUNTY
ANNUAL MEETING
Registration information available soon.
(See article on page 5.)
WEDNESDAY, MAY 11, 5:30 to 8 p.m. IN-PERSON
LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF EVANSTON
ANNUAL MEETING (See article below)

FOUNDING OF THE LWVE continued from page 1

Links to all events at: www.lwve.org/calendar.html

LWVE ANNUAL MEETING

The 100th annual membership meeting of the LWV of Evanston
will take place Wednesday, May 11, from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. at
the Woman’s Club of Evanston. Reserve now on our website at
www.lwve.org or by sending your check payable to LWVE, to our
office at 2100 Ridge Avenue, Room 1030, Evanston, IL 60201.
The cost is $40 per person for this special evening which includes
dinner, a business meeting and an entertaining program.

taking advantage of their sex to accomplish their ends. Nevertheless
women are now recognized as a power to be feared in the political
field...Women were dangerous before they got the vote, but now
they have it, they are invincible.”3
SOURCES
Kristi Andersen. After Suffrage: Women in Partisan Electoral Politics
before the New Deal. Chicago: Univ. of Chicago Press, 1996.

Since its dedication in 1912, the landmark home of the Woman’s Club of
Evanston, 1702 Chicago Avenue, has been a welcoming gathering place
for club members and the community, including the first meeting of the
League of Women Voters of Evanston in 1922.

Louise M. Young. In the Public Interest: League of Women Voters,
1920-1970. New York: Greenwood Press, 1989.
The Woman Citizen, October 16, 1920, p 551.
Evanston News Index, March 16, 1922.
3
Evanston News Index, April 4, 1922, p 1.
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