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Parashat Vayechi

We have learned that there are two types of spaces or breaks in a »@o
min.* The first is called a snipd and is marked in many p'aan by a big letter
®. This means that in the mip 2o, it is like a new paragraph where the end of
a line is left blank and the writing continues on the following line. The second
kind of space is called a avno and is marked in many p'exin by a big letter o,
This means that in the »in »@0, there is a large blank space in the middie of
the line.

The min has these two types of spaces to show that there is a change
of subject or a new idea being discussed. Every yiagn ned begins after either
a »N@ or a aNno -- that is every nma except for m1, Why is m different?

g1 answers that once u'alc apv died, the eyes and hearts of o Ua
were "closed" because of the slavery. Since apy' died in m1 pa, the »ed
symbolically begins by being "closed”, without any space or breathing room, to
represent how flove ua felt as a result of apy's death,

There is only one problem with this explanation. The slavery didn't begin
when apy died. In fact, it didn't begin for more than 50 years until next
week's ped, ping ped. So what does '"&» mean?

The rulc n@e answers that as long as v'ale apy' was alive, ficow Uz were
connected to him and his ways of nnie (truth) and anin. When he died,
although they were physically free, they began to become spiritually enslaved
in p1iN. They began to think like p-3w and not like children of apv. We face
the same challenge today as well -- To think and act like children of apv. The
N is our guide at all times. psnny psn pan!

*There is really a third kind of break as well. At the end of rrécm VB0, niNe @0,
icopt @0, and 4383 +@0 there are several blank lines in the snin oo,
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