WARREN COUNTY (PEQUEST RIVER)
MUNICIPAL UTILITIES AUTHORITY
MINUTES
February 17, 2016
Chairman Chamberlain called the regular meeting of the Warren County (Pequest River)
Municipal Utilities Authority to order at 7:47 p.m. The meeting was held at the Authority’s
Administration building located at 199 Foul Rift Road, Belvidere, New Jersey.
Roll Call:
Chad Chamberlain, Chairman
Morris Scott, Jr., Vice Chairman
Robert Piazza, Treasurer
Laurel Napolitani, Secretary
Sidney Deutsch
Drew Kiszonak
Donald Niece
Everdina O’Connor
Philip Rosenberg
Also, in attendance were:
Stephen Donati, P.E., Authority Engineer; Daniel Olshefski, Authority Chief Financial Officer;
Kim Francisco, Authority Fiscal Officer; Brian Tipton, Esq., Authority Legal Counsel; Billy J.
Wauhop, Authority Consultant; and Patricia Kaspereen, Administrative Assistant.
Chairman Chamberlain read the Introductory Statement.
MINUTES
Mr. Piazza moved and Mr. Niece seconded to approve the minutes of the January 20, 2016
regular meeting, as presented. The motion passed. Roll call was as follows:
Mr. Deutsch
Mr. Kiszonak
Ms. Napolitani
Mr. Niece
Ms. O’Connor

Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes

Mr. Piazza
Mr. Rosenberg
Mr. Scott
Chairman Chamberlain

Yes
Yes
Abstain
Yes

Ms. O’Connor moved and Ms. Napolitani seconded to approve the minutes of the January 20,
2016 executive session, as presented. The motion passed. Roll call was as follows:
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Mr. Deutsch
Mr. Kiszonak
Ms. Napolitani
Mr. Niece
Ms. O’Connor

Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes

Mr. Piazza
Mr. Rosenberg
Mr. Scott
Chairman Chamberlain

Yes
Yes
Abstain
Yes

CORRESPONDENCE
Ms. Napolitani recapped the correspondence:
1.

A letter dated January 19, 2016, from Mr. Machotka, Section Chief, Construction
Section, Bureau of Construction, Payments & Administration, Municipal Finance &
Construction Element, NJDEP to Mr. Wauhop, Authority Consultant, informing the
Authority that Change Order #5 for Contract #12-01 is acceptable.

2.

A letter dated January 20, 2016, from Mr. Cavanagh, Environmental Specialist, Northern
Bureau of Water Compliance & Enforcement, NJDEP to Chairman Chamberlain,
reporting on the Compliance Evaluation & Assistance Inspection conducted at the
Oxford WWTF on August 6, 2015.

3.

A letter dated January 22, 2016, from Mr. Wauhop, Authority Consultant, to the NJDEP
submitting the annual Wastewater Beneficial Reuse Report for 2015.

4.

A letter dated January 25, 2016, from Mr. Tipton, Esq., Florio Perrucci Steinhardt &
Fader to Ms. Thomas, President, Tomar Construction Services regarding payment
application #24.

5.

Resolution 74-16 from the Warren County Board of Freeholders, with letters to Mr.
Piazza and Mr. Scott, notifying them that the Freeholders reappointed them as members
of the Warren County (PR) MUA for a five-year term.

6.

A letter dated January 29, 2016, from Mr. Sauder, Project Manager, CP Engineers to Ms.
Oakley, Division of Water Quality, Municipal Finance & Construction Element, NJDEP,
with regard to the TWA application for the Warren Haven Pump Stations Upgrade.

7.

A letter dated January 29, 2016, from Ms. Dietrick, Manager, Bureau of Technical
Service, Division of Land Use Regulation, NJDEP to Mr. Wauhop, Authority Consultant,
notifying him that the DEP has granted the Authority’s request for a Highlands Act
Exemption for the Warren Haven Pump Stations #1 & #2 Replacement.

8.

A letter dated February 1, 2016, from Mr. Mikulka, C.P.M., Senior Project Manager, CP
Engineers to Ms. Martin, Municipal Finance & Construction Element, NJDEP, enclosing
Payment Requisition (reimbursement) #21 (State’s #20) for the NJEIT for Contract No.
12-01: Oxford WWTF Upgrade.
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9.

A letter dated February 9, 2016, from Mr. Donati, P.E., V.P., CPE, to Mr. Wauhop,
Authority Consultant enclosing a copy of Progress Payment Application No. 25,
submitted by Tomar Construction Services for Contract No. 12-01: Oxford WWTF
Upgrade.

10.

A letter dated February 9, 2016, from Mr. Maselli, Bureau of Environmental,
Engineering & Permitting, NJDEP, to Mr. Wauhop, confirming administrative
completeness of the TWA application for the Warren Haven Pump Stations #1 & #2
Rehab.

11.

A letter dated February 11, 2016, from Mr. Mecca, Liquid Waste Acceptance Director,
Passaic Valley Sewage Commission, enclosing the renewal agreement for sludge disposal
from the Oxford Area WWTP.

12.

A letter dated February 11, 2016, from Mr. Mecca, Liquid Waste Acceptance Director,
Passaic Valley Sewage Commission, enclosing the renewal agreement for sludge disposal
from the Belvidere Area WWTP.

13.

A letter dated February 12, 2016, from Mr. Donati, P.E., VP, CPE, to Mr. Wauhop with
an update on the status of the closeout of Contract No. 12-01: Oxford WWTF Upgrade.

EXECUTIVE SESSION
At approximately 7:53 p.m., Mr. Kiszonak moved and Mr. Rosenberg seconded to adopt
Resolution #16-10, to enter into an executive session to discuss a personnel matter and contract
matter. All in favor, motion carried.
At 8:08 p.m., Mr. Kiszonak moved and Ms. O’Connor seconded to return to open session. All in
favor, motion carried.
Mr. Scott moved to approve a 2% pay increase, retroactive to January 1, 2016, to all employees
of the Authority. Mr. Kiszonak seconded. All in favor, motion carried.
CFO’S REPORT
The monthly financial reports were distributed prior to the meeting. Mr. Olshefski stated that
everything is in line. All first quarter billing has been collected. We are attempting to increase
our revenue by accepting more leachate from PCFA. There will be a meeting tomorrow with
PCFA and the MUA to discuss this further.
Mr. Wauhop stated that within the last three weeks five truckloads of raw leachate was accepted
at our Belvidere plant. He believed the Belvidere facility might be able to handle two truckloads
a week. Regarding the Oxford plant, we will have to see what the permit allows. Mr. Niece
does not believe this will be a significant amount, unless PCFA pretreats their leachate due to
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TDS. Mr. Wauhop agreed that PCFA would have to put in some type of TDS removal system in
order to send us more treated leachate.
Per State statute, each year the Authority is required to adopt a Cash Management Plan. The
plan has been updated.
Mr. Scott moved to adopt Resolution #16-11, adopting the Cash Management Plan for 2016. Mr.
Piazza seconded. All in favor, motion carried.
Mr. Olshefski and Mr. Francisco left the meeting.
GENERAL COUNSEL’S REPORT
Mr. Tipton had nothing specific to report.
ENGINEER’S REPORT
Mr. Donati’s report was distributed in the agenda packets.
Oxford Upgrade: Mr. Donati provided a status letter with his report. Tomar is getting close to
Final Completion, but they are lacking a lot of paperwork. A number of warranty type issues
have developed since start of construction. He presented Change Order #6 for the Board’s
consideration and approval. This change order formalizes work directives formerly approved
and now completed.
Mr. Niece moved to adopt Resolution #16-12, authorizing the Chairman to execute Change
Order #6 for Contract #12-01: Oxford WWTF Upgrade for $15,948.95. Mr. Piazza seconded.
The motion passed unanimously on a roll call vote.
Tomar submitted Payment Request #25 for $23,788.47, part of which includes Change Order #6.
Last month, the requirement for O&M manuals and their costs was discussed. After that
meeting, Mr. Donati contacted Mr. Wauhop and discussed CPE preparing the manuals at risk.
Originally, CPE proposed preparing the manuals using their project engineer rate of $126 per
hour. However, their field inspector, who is the most familiar with the upgrade’s construction,
was available, but only in the month of February, at a rate of $86 per hour, resulting in a $5,200
reduction from CPE’s original proposal. He displayed the three volumes in draft form for the
Board’s consideration and approval.
Mr. Piazza moved to authorize payment to CP Engineers for $14,638.00 for preparation of the
O&M manuals for the new Oxford WWTF. Mr. Scott seconded. Eight members were in favor,
Mr. Rosenberg opposed, motion carried.
Oxford Upgrade Phase 2: As requested, Mr. Donati prepared and distributed an estimate of the
construction costs to finish the upgrade. The estimate for construction costs for the items
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removed from Tomar’s contract is about $211,000. At the suggestion of the operators, an
estimate for hydrants and piping was added because the existing piping is rotted and the hydrants
are in bad shape. Replacing the hydrants and piping is about $19,000. The estimate for grit
removal equipment is approximately $100,000. Mr. Wauhop obtained a quote for around
$20,000 for two fiberglass sheds to house the chemicals. Total estimate for construction costs is
about $500,000.
There was ongoing discussion about the grit removal system and if it should have been included
in the Oxford Upgrade. Mr. Piazza suggested the Oxford Upgrade Committee meet with Mr.
Wauhop and CPE to discuss this further and report back to the Board. Mr. Wauhop suggested
visiting both plants. On the day of our next regular meeting (March 16), they will meet at the
Oxford Plant at 5:30 pm and then come over to the Belvidere plant.
As authorized at last month’s meeting, the site survey was done. Discussion ensued about what
was and was not included in the site survey and other further engineering costs. Mr. Donati
reminded the Board that if the Authority uses the Trust for financing, certain requirements must
be met, and even if the Trust is not used, Public Bidding Law must be followed. There are costs
associated with both.
Mr. Piazza suggesting moving forward with the work outside of the grit collection system, and
allow CP Engineers to prepare the bid documents for the scope of work taken out of Tomar’s
contract. Discussion was indiscernible because several people were speaking at the same time.
Mr. Tipton advised the members of Public Contract Law and the bid process.
Mr. Piazza made a motion to authorize CP Engineers to begin this process, which involves
preparing a set of drawings (5-6) to get the site work on paper for an amount not to exceed
$7,500. (This authorization does not include anything in regards to the hydrants, piping, or grit
removal equipment). Mr. Kiszonak seconded. All in favor, motion carried.
AUTHORITY CONSULTANT
Mr. Wauhop distributed his report prior to the meeting.
Belvidere plant: He recapped maintenance items performed during the month. Due to problems
with priming the sludge pump in the vault, a bleeder valve was installed to eliminate
accumulating air. A stand was fabricated for the new non-potable pump used for water for the
spray nozzles. The operators removed rags from the #2 pump at the Water Street Pump Station.
Oxford plant: He recapped maintenance items performed during the month. Pipes were painted
in the storage tank vault. The heater was replaced in the old generator room, with a leftover
heater that was not installed during the upgrade. A new bar rack was installed in the new
aeration tank to catch rags. The wet wells at the Axford Avenue Pump Station were cleaned out.
JCP&L replaced transformers on the pole across the street from the Axford Avenue Pump
Station. The stainless steel in the new filter building was cleaned. Work was done on the
transmission of the Ford F-350.
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Under general business, there is a meeting tomorrow at PCFA to discuss the possibility of the
MUA accepting more leachate at both plants.
Laboratory Analysis Contract: Chairman Chamberlain presented the resolution and agreement
authorizing the award of a non-fair and open contract for professional services for laboratory
testing to Eurofins QC Labs for one year.
Mr. Scott moved to adopt Resolution #16-13, awarding the non-fair and open contract for the
professional services of laboratory testing to Eurofins QC Labs, Inc., for one year. Ms.
O’Connor seconded. The motion passed unanimously on a roll call vote.
PVSC: Chairman Chamberlain presented a resolution authorizing execution of agreements with
Passaic Valley Sewerage Commission (PVSC) for acceptance and treatment of sludge from the
Warren County (PR) M.U.A.
Mr. Scott moved to adopt Resolution #16-14, authorizing the execution of agreements with
PVSC for acceptance and treatment of sludge from the WC(PR)MUA. Ms. O’Connor seconded.
Mr. Niece noted the rate for Belvidere is $40 per thousand gallons and $45 per thousand gallons
for Oxford. Mr. Wauhop explained the reason. The motion passed unanimously on a roll call
vote.
FINANCE (TREASURER)
Mr. Piazza moved that Resolution #16-15 (Certificate No. 355: $72,962.56) be approved to pay
all bills from the Operating Fund.
Mr. Rosenberg questioned the JCP&L bill. He thought the MUA subscribed with an alternative
supplier for a discount. Ms. Kaspereen explained that the agreement no longer existed, because
after a while they were no longer cheaper than JCP&L. Mr. Rosenberg suggested the Authority
look again into alternatives. Ms. Kaspereen asked Mr. Tipton if we have to go out to bid for
third-party suppliers. He thought recent legislation made this an exception to public bidding but
he was unsure. Mr. Donati stated his company worked with a power expert, who works on a
commission basis. Mr. Wauhop will look into the matter further and report back at a later date.
Mr. Scott seconded. The motion passed unanimously on a roll call vote.
Mr. Piazza moved that Resolution #16-16 (Certificate No. 363:$22,582.51) be approved to pay
all bills from the Capital Improvements Fund as presented, with the exception of the Tomar bill.
He recommended amending the Tomar bill from their original request of $23,788.47 to
$8,288.47, withholding $15,500 in liquidated damages. Mr. Kiszonak seconded. The motion
passed unanimously on roll call vote.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
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As directed at the last meeting, Ms. Kaspereen obtained a better price for propane. AmeriGas
agreed to charge the Authority no more than $1.97 per gallon.
Mr. Rosenberg moved to approve the contract with AmeriGas for a price of no more than $1.97
per gallon for propane. Mr. Scott seconded. The motion passed unanimously on a roll call vote.
NEW BUSINESS
The Authority’s domain name, domain hosting and website hosting with GoDaddy were set to
expire in the beginning of March. Ms. Kaspereen was able to obtain a discount. They do not
accept vouchers. After speaking with Chairman Chamberlain, she offered to put the 2-year
renewal on her personal credit card. She will seek reimbursement from the Authority once she
receives her bill.
Ms. Napolitani expressed concern with the cost of postage to mail the monthly agenda packets.
The cost could be as much as $900 per year. She suggested emailing the packets to the
professionals, as well as any commissioners who wish to have it emailed to them in order to save
money. Many commissioners agreed. On a trial basis, Ms. Kaspereen will email the
professionals and those commissioners who agreed to accept the packet via email. The
remaining commissioners will be mailed their packet as usual.
PUBLIC COMMENT
There was no public comment.
As there was no more business to come before the Authority, Mr. Niece moved and Mr. Scott
seconded that the meeting be adjourned. All in favor, motion carried. The meeting was
adjourned at 9:34 p.m.

____________________
Patricia Kaspereen
Administrative Assistant
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