
   

THE ISLAND 

HISTORIAN 

FROM THE NEW DIRECTOR’S DESK    

I spent the past summer working with the Muse-
ums, and as I transition into the role of director, I 
am thankful for the time that I was able to spend 
working with and learning from our exiting Execu-
tive Director, Clark McAbee. I am excited to build 
upon Clark's efforts – I know that I have big shoes 
to fill. I also want to thank the Board and the 
countless volunteers who make OIHM as won-
derful as it is, and look forward to what we will 
be able to achieve together. 
  
I am a Bellingham-native, and recently returned to the Northwest from 
Denver, CO. I am grateful to be living on my family’s land and to now call 
Orcas home. I am thrilled to accept this position and put my non-profit 
and cultural management experience to use, sharing and preserving Or-
cas history.  While I have met many members, supporters, and volun-
teers, I encourage everyone to please stop in and say “hello.” I hope you 
can attend our Annual Membership meeting on Saturday, January 21st, 
where we will recap 2016 and look forward to all of the exciting things that 
the Museums have in store for the year ahead.  
   I wish you a warm holiday season and thank you all for your support! 
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Pioneer  

Museum 

Winter hours: 

Wed—Sat.  
12pm – 3pm 

 
Closed in January 

Crow Valley 
School 

Museum 
 

Closed: Tours by  
Appointment 

 

Office Hours 

Tues—Sat 
11:00-4:00 

Closed in January 

 

Board of Trustees 

Jim Biddick, President 

Susan Fletcher, Vice President 

Bruce Culver, Secretary 

Tony Ayer 

Pegi Groundwater 

Carol Kulminski 

Harold Lentzner 

Linda Peth 

Jerry Smith 

Be sure to have your reservation + meal choice in  
by Tuesday, January 18th 

 

ANNUAL MEETING & POTLUCK 
ORCAS SENIOR CENTER 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 21, 2017 3:30-6:30 
$15 for Prime Rib or Salmon + Beverage 

Quilt Raffle Drawing 

Annual Report & 2016 Recap  

Presentation by Dan Larson & Kyle Carver producers of 
Aproximada, a film about App Applegate  

 

Please bring a dish based on your last name 
A-M: Side Dish N-R: Salad S-Z: Dessert 

 

Make your reservation today: Call the office at 376 4849 
Email info@orcasmuseum.org or Stop by the office at 181 

North Beach Rd. 
 

 

Brittney Maruska, Director 

mailto:info@orcasmuseum.org
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MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD PRESIDENT 

 As 2016 draws to a close we look forward to 2017 with 

great anticipation to an exciting new year. This year we said 

good bye to Clark McAbee as Director and we welcomed 

Brittney Maruska as the new Director. Clark’s expertise as 

Curator brought us two great exhibits, Smugglers Blues and 

Wings over Orcas, and we look forward to see what ideas 

Brittney will bring to fruition.  

 2016 also saw the passing of our dear friend and  

supporter, Virginia Jensen, but she won’t be forgotten. 

Through her generosity and that of her brother, we will be 

able to complete the Agricultural Building. The new building 

will honor the Jensen family and all of their contributions to 

preserving the history of Orcas Island. A second component 

of the build will be a storage building named in honor of the 

Englehartson family. This facility has been needed for years 

and until Margaret Englehartson stepped forward with a con-

tribution for the combined facility, we saw no way that it was 

going to happen. Thank you to both families for their gener-

ous contributions. A third component of the building will be the 

erection of the old water tower that used to reside on the  

Village Green and was beautifully restored by James Lobdell 

and will sit atop the storage facility. 

 I want to thank the docents and volunteers who greet our 

visitors and all the businesses for their 

support to keep history alive on Orcas.  

If you’re not a current member, we invite 

you to join us in our efforts. If you are a 

member, we ask that you consider  

responding to our Annual Appeal, if you 

have not already done so. We are also asking everyone to 

consider one of our endowment programs in your estate plan-

ning. Through all of our efforts we can keep history alive on 

Orcas. 

Jim Biddick 
 
 

The Historical Museums would 

like to thank Richard Rogers for 

his dedication to Spooky Tales 

this summer and for being a vol-

unteer that is always willing to 

help at any time. At many of the 

16 Spooky Tales performances,  

storyteller Antoinette Botsford 

would say, “Richard, what would I 

do without you?” Richard has 

helped with Halloween and Christ-

mas decorations, and the July 4th 

and Auction events. Thank you, 

Richard, for your cheerful  

presence, your physical strength, 

and your quick wit!  

Volunteer of the Month 
The man behind the scenes 

at Spooky Tales 

WANT TO KNOW HOW 

AWESOME YOUR MUSEUM 

IS?  Read all about it in a blog 

by travel writers, Sam and Toc-

cara Best, who visited Orcas Is-

land in September. The blog has  

fabulous pictures, so well worth 

checking it out:  

http://forgetsomeday.com/orcas-

island-getaway/  

http://forgetsomeday.com/orcas-island-getaway/
http://forgetsomeday.com/orcas-island-getaway/
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Goodbye Letter from Clark McAbee 

     I would like to take this opportunity to express my deepest appreciation for all the support and 

hard work by the Orcas Island Historical Museums’ members and volunteers.  When I accepted the 

Curator position almost 4 years ago I was immediately impressed by the collection and the island’s 

rich heritage but most of all, our dedicated volunteers. Our team has overcome a number of finan-

cial and physical plant challenges during that time and not only are the museums, the collection and 

the finances in far better condition but our number of visitors has increased dramatically every year. 

We have added a great deal to the documentation of Orcas heritage. As I go forward to a new ad-

venture out of state that is attendant with my wife’s new job I depart very confident in the future of 

the Museums and take real pride in our organization’s accomplishments.  

      I want to especially thank Jim Biddick for all his dedication during the times when some of the 

challenges the organization faced seemed insurmountable such as a $43,000 mortgage. Space 

does not allow me to thank every person by name. My sincere gratitude goes out to every past and 

present member, board director, community supporter and volunteer who really are what Orcas Is-

land heritage is all about, our shared and connected experiences and stories. Please give my suc-

cessor, Brittney Maruska, the support she deserves as I pass the reins of 

stewardship and leadership of our Museums to her. I will miss you all, dear 

friends, and wish you Fair Winds and Following Seas.     

Clark McAbee, Past Director, OIHM                            

Thank you, Crow Valley School  
Volunteers, for a beautiful tree at Rosario! 

 
A big thank you to Vicki Johnson for decorations, 
Rebecca Johnson for inspiration, and Edrie and  
Terri Vinson, of the Pioneer Museum, for photo-
graphs for our Rosario Giving Tree.  
 
Along with showcasing the Crow Valley School this 
year, the tree also has a “voice” from the past, Ray 
Kimple, speaking about his experiences at Crow  
Valley School. Orcas Voices of the Past is 2017’s  
exhibit at the Pioneer Museum and everyone should 
plan on visiting next summer to learn about long-
time residents of Orcas Island.  
 
For the month of December, please visit our tree at 
Rosario and give generously for the continuing work 
of the Orcas Island Historical Museums. 



  

 4 Thanks to our 2016 Donors 
The Orcas Island Historical Society gratefully acknowledges the generosity of the following individuals, 

families,  and businesses whose gifts or grants were received by 11/30/2016 

Legacy Donors 

Robert & Melva Jensen 

Virginia Jensen 

 

Visionaries  

Anonymous  

Neil & Ann Hawkins 

Denise & Dan Wilk 

 

Antiquarians  

Jim & Sylvia Biddick 

Pegi Groundwater &  

Michael Moss 

Phyllis Henigson 

 

Archivists  

Anthony & Nancy Ayer 

Jack & Jan Helsell 

 

Preservationists  

Glen & Susan Beebe 

Ken Behm 

Barbara Brown 

Becky Burns 

Ken & Mariam Carrasco 

Jamie L Cier & Jeff Stanton 

Sydney Exton 

Susan & Bill Fletcher 

Gail Glass 

Christina Gottschau 

Ellen Harboe 

Sandy & Pete Huie 

Sharin J. Lee 

John & Linda Libiez 

Loren Lundquist 

Rick Markov 

Glen & Eloise Monson 

Rosalie Lindberg Otten 

Kimberly Pate 

Win Rhodes 

Alica Rollo 

May Shiozawa 

Claire Thomas 

Edrie Vinson 

Janet White 

Jane Wike 

 

 

 

Historians  

Glenn & Janice Aust 

J. Bem & Billie Becker Bem 

Jack Brown 

Loralie Cole 

Dean & Ruthie Dougherty 

Dale & Carol Ely 

Anne M. Hay 

Pete Helsell 

Lawrence Jackson 

Dustin Jorge 

Robert Kegley 

Donna Knight 

Paul & Linda Larson 

Virginia Lee 

Barbara & Jim Leuer 

Larry & Beverly Leyman 

Stan Liebenberg 

Donna Mataya 

Kay Morgan Miller 

Margaret E. Philbrick 

A. Virginia Reagles 

Cal McLachlan 

Becky Rayne 

Tim Salt 

Dean & Audrey Stupke 

Richard Wood 

 

Donors 

Tamara Bayes 

Diane Berreth 

Betty Bostrom 

John Carl 

Charles Clark 

Gina & Andy Culbert 

Ryan Drum 

Beverly Franklet 

Steve Henigson 

Steve Hopkins 

John E Kelly 

Lois Koeber 

Christine A Kuzmak 

Bob Morris 

Bob & Dorothy Patton 

Catherine Pederson 

Margo Rubel 

Rose Ann Schreiber 

Carolyn H. Sisley 

Leith Templin 

Judy Turksel 

Tom & Jenny Welch 

 

Business Contributors 

Island Market 

Kenmore Air 

Madrona Point Insurance 

Red Rabbit Farm 

Rosario Resort + Spa 

Swinomish Indian Tribal 

Community 

Smugglers Villa Resort 

Teezers  

Turtleback Farm Inn 

 

Hearing Orcas Voices  

Donors  

Anonymous 

Darienne Brown 

Bill Buchan 

Michael and Lois Cornell 

Bruce Culver 

Lance Evans and Janet 

Brownell 

Camelia Hahn 

Steven Jung 

Perry Kimple 

Bogdan & Carol Kulminski 

Gerald Lawlor 

Stephen Lovell 

Robyn Lowe 

Ed Masters 

Madie Murray 

Elise Pamuk 

Cindy Pesina 

Linda Peth & Mark Evans 

Caitlin Robertson 

Marlis Sandwith 

Margot Shaw 

Heather Stosick 

Leann Vinson-Cardinell 

Bill Westlake 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tribute + Memorial  

Donors 

Gary & Susan Clark in 

Memory of Kay Clark  

Velma & Dick Doty in 

Memory of Virginia Jensen  

George & Janice Hall in 

Memory of George & Betty 

Hall 

Ellen Harboe in Memory of 

Jens Harboe  

Robert & Melva Jensen in 

Memory of Virginia Jensen 

Robert & Melva Jensen in 

Memory of Meech Hough-

ton  

Diane Keller-Batter in 

Memory of Virginia Jensen 

Carol & Bogdon Kulminski 

in Honor of Emily Reid  

Cal McLachlan in Memory 

of Erwin Knapp 

Dennis & Mary Rancourt in 

Memory of Virginia Jensen 

Rose Ann Schreiber in 

Memory of Virginia Jensen 

Edrie Vinson in Memory of 

Suki Vinson 
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 Thanks to our 2016 Members 
The Orcas Island Historical Society gratefully acknowledges the generosity of the following individuals, 

families, and businesses for being members as of 11/30/2016    

Benefactor  Level 

Josie & Wally Barrow 

Barbara Brown 

Donald & Marion Gerard 

 

Patron Level 

Jack Bloxom 

Mary Clark 

Judith Flath 

Kathy Schoessler  

Ann Waltersdorph 

Sponsor  Level 

Michael & Rocky Baker 

Glen & Susan Beebe 

Jamie L Cier & Jeff Stanton 

Spence Clark 

Sidney Coffelt 

Gayle & Walt Corbin 

Susan & Bill Fletcher 

Dave Haslett 

Wayne Haslett 

Neil & Ann Hawkins 

Jack & Jan Helsell 

Sandy & Pete Huie 

Beverly Johanson  

Sara Jane Johnson 

Edward & Marjorie Kirshbaum 

Robyn Lowe 

Fannie L Oleary 

Mary Schoen 

Jerry & JoAnne Smith 

Dean & Audrey Stupke 

Tricia & Steve Trainer 

Marylyn Vincent 

Edrie Vinson 

Nani Warren 

Judi & Robin Watson 

June Cale West 

Janet White 

Terry Whittier 

Michele Wiley 

Michael C. Wilson 

Janet Wingert 

 

Supporter Level 

Roy H Beaton 

Ed & Thora Boede 

Pegi Groundwater & Michael 

Moss 

Ellen Harboe 

Dawn Laurant 

Carole A. Speight 

Bruce Wiscomb 

 

Contributor Level   

Amanda Azous 

Bill Bangs 

Jim & Sylvia Biddick 

Ann Bofenkamp 

Betty J Densmore 

Chris Dickerson 

Irene & David Fisher 

Eric Graue 

Paul & Linda Larson 

Miles & Louellen McCoy 

Margaret Mills 

Bob Morris 

Rosalie Lindberg Otten 

Harry Patton 

James & Eileen Pyka 

May Shiozawa 

Bill & Kathleen Tudor 

John Willis  

 

Family  Level 

Anthony & Nancy Ayer 

Cynthia Abolin 

Richard Bangert 

J. Bem & Billie Becker Bem 

Chris & Tracy Betcher 

Bill Buchan 

Becky Burns 

Loralie Cole 

Michael & Lois Cornell 

Brian Crum 

Jim & Janice Dameron 

John Davis 

Velma & Richard Doty 

George & Audrey Garrels 

Anne M. Hay 

Steve Henigson 

Lawrence Jackson 

Rebecca Johnson 

Bogdan & Carol Kulminski 

Barbara & Jim Leuer 

Harold Lentzner & Elsie Pamuk 

Larry & Beverly Leyman 

John & Linda Libiez 

Stephen Lieberman 

Stephen Lovell 

Fran Macmillan 

Barry Madan & Bev Bell 

Jim & Esther McCullough  

Thomas McDonough 

Douglas McTavish 

Kay Morgan Miller 

H R Miller 

Harriet & Bob Miller 

Glen & Eloise Monson 

Eric Paerels & Laurie St. Aubin 

Linda Peth & Mark Evans 

Joyce Pearson  

David & Bev Polis 

Tim Ordwing 

Dennis & Mary Rancourt 

Tim & Melanie Ransom 

Becky Rayne 

Fred Reas 

Josef Sedivec 

Nancy & Jerry Schmidt 

Carl & Susan Silvernail 

Bobbie & Harvey Smith 

Babs Tatalias 

Leith Templin 

Joanne Selph Thayer 

Andy Troxel 

Dixie & Peter Walmsley 

Bill & Celie Westlake 

 

Individual  Level 

Margaret Alic 

Phoebe Bee 

Janet Booth 

Betty Bostrom 

Tony Carson 

Pamela Charlesworth & Douglas 

Emerick 

Charles Clark 

Irmgard Conley 

June Crinkley 

Bruce Culver 

Mike and Sharon Douglas 

Margie Doyle 

Ursula Erdmann 

Dick & Judy Evans 

Beverly Franklet 

Robbie Gelnaw 

Gail Glass 

Gerald Von Gohren 

Virginia Green 

Madeline Haffey 

Betty J. Hall 

Rob & Brenda Harlow 

Jane K Heffernan 

Ann B Irish 

Beth Jurgensen 

Vicki Johnson 

Joanne Johnston 

Stephen Kastelitz 

John E Kelly 

Donna Knight 

Gordon Koenig & Anita Orne 

Sharin J. Lee 

Heidi Lindberg 

Dorothy Lundquist 

Dianne Macondray 

Ellen Madan  

Betty Marcum 

Rick Markov 

Joe & Meg Massey 

Irene A McKinley 

Cal McLachlan 

Barbara Mehlman 

Ivaloe Meyer 

Nancy Miller 

Eric Morris 

Susan Mustard 

Madie Murray 

Carolyn O'Day & Donald Vogt 

Rita Onsum 

Larry Parker 

Patty Pirnack-Hamilton & Jim 

Hamilton 

Margo Rubel 

Richard Rogers  

Alica Rollo 

Rose Ann Schreiber 

Peter Schultz 

Leslie & Don Seaman 

Carolyn Sisley 

Judith Slater 

George & Marcia Spees 

Judy Turksel 

Millie Vaccarella 

Anne Weingarth 

Carol Whitbeck 

Jane Wike 

Denise & Dan Wilk 

Ellen B Winter 

Nancy Wrightsman 

Audrey Wells 

 

Life Members 

Bill & Valeria Anders  

Donna & Bruce Ballanger 

Christopher Bayley 

Michael Brennan 

Bill & Paula Clapp 

Jim Clark 

Jean Dickerson 

Dwight Duke 

Sydney Exton 

Martha Farish & Joseph Cohen 

Sarah H Geiser 

Linda Henry & Pam Loew 

Nancy & Paul Hoag 

Barbara Jamieson 

Katie Jensen 

Ingrid & George Karnikis 

Ralph & Terrel Kaplan 

Jan Koltun 

Dale & Sara Linnes 

Frank & Jan Loudin 

Jeff McKay 

Lois Patterson 

Bob & Dorothy Patton 

William Pellent 

Margaret E. Philbrick 

A. Virginia Reagles 

Margot Shaw 

Bruce & Nellie Tippery 

Claire Thomas 

Fred Vinson 

Woodson K Woods 

 

Business Members 

Beach Haven Resort 

Island Market 

Kays 

Orcas Excavators  

Orcas Island Touring Company 



Looking for a unique gift and a way to support your 

local Museums? 

Linda Peth has been working 

hard to bring you new items 

in the Pioneer Museum store. 

Come in and see what’s new.  

Need another idea? How 

about a Museum membership, 

a gift certificate for the 

store, or a brick to honor someone you love this 

Christmas? 

Pioneer Christmas at the  

Museum 

Donna Knight decorated the 

Boede Cabin  to represent  

Christmas in the late 1800’s. 

There were crafts for chil-

dren, cookies, hot chocolate 

and cider, and a warm place 

to watch the tree lighting on 

the Village green December 

2nd. 

 

Orcas History Lives Here!  

Orcas Island Historical Museums 

181 North Beach Road 

P O Box 134 

Eastsound, WA 98245  

Phone: 360-376-4849 

e-mail: info@orcasmuseum.org 

website: www.orcasmuseums.org 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 


