May 4, 2025                          The First Church of West Bridgewater 

Prelude and Hymn Sing                        Rosemary Valentine, Organist
Welcome        

Centering Music                    The Choir
Call to Worship                                               Deacon Robert Upton
L: Sing praises to God, O you saints of God. Give thanks to God’s holy name. 
P: Praise God for the joyous gift of a new day. Thank God for healing and ever-present help.
L: Extol the one who lifts us up from defeat. Praise the one who upholds us when we are discouraged.
P: God sees and hears our weeping. God lifts our souls from the pit of despair.
L: Give thanks to God who turns mourning into dancing. Praise God who hears our cries and answers our prayers.
P: We have cried to you in our need, O God. We believe you are working to make us whole.
Hymn                “Jesus Calls Us O’er the Tumult”                H No. 314
Lighting the Christ Candle
Deacon: God, help us to reflect upon the whole life of Jesus, including the Resurrection. 
Preacher: Help us to keep his light within us alive.
Time of Reconciliation - Choir
Invitation               “Create in Me a Clean Heart”                  H No. 414
Scripture                                 Ps 30:6–12                               H No. 611
(Choir sings choral response . . .Leader reads odd verses. . . congregation reads even verses)
Unison Prayer of Confession: Loving God, we admit to attitudes that exclude rather than embrace. We prefer to associate with others who think and act as we do. We sometimes turn away from those who are different from us. Forgive us, God, for seeking to limit your family. Awaken us to the narrowness of our understanding. Show us the better ways you intend and make us bold to respond, we pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.
Assurance             “Turn Your Eyes upon Jesus”                 H No. 146

Turn your eyes upon Jesus. Look full in his wonderful face. 
And the things of earth will grow strangely dim,
in the light of his glory and grace.

Prayer Requests        “Cares Chorus”

I cast all my cares upon you; I lay all my burdens 
down at your feet, and anytime that I don’t know what to do; I will cast all my cares upon you.
Pastoral Prayer                                                  Pastor Steve Finlan
Silent prayer … Lord’s Prayer…“Eagle’s Wings” (chorus) H No. 385

And God will raise you up on eagle’s wings, bear you on the breath of dawn, make you to shine like the sun, and hold you in the palm of God’s hand.  
Scripture                  Acts 9:1–11, 17–18              Deacon Robert Upton
1 Meanwhile Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest 2and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any who belonged to the Way he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 3Now as he was approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 4He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” 5He asked, “Who are you, Lord?” The reply came, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. 6Get get up and enter the city, and you will be told what you are to do.” 7The men who were travelling with him were speechless; they heard the voice but saw no one. 8Saul got up, and though his eyes were open, he could see nothing; so they led him by the hand and brought him into Damascus. 9For three days he was without sight, and neither ate nor drank.

10 Now there was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a vision, “Ananias. . . Get up and go to the street called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus named Saul. . .” 17So Ananias went and entered the house. He laid his hands on Saul. . . 18And immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, and his sight was restored. Then he got up and was baptized.
Scripture                      John 21:15–17                      Pastor Steve Finlan
15When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my lambs.” 16A second time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Tend my sheep.” 17He said to him the third time, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” Peter felt hurt . . . and he said, “Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep.”
Sermon               “Scales Fell from His Eyes”      Pastor Steve Finlan
* Hymn              “Open My Eyes, That I May See”                H No. 354
Thank Offerings 
Invitation                                                                          Robert Upton, Deacon
Anthem                                                                                                 Choir
*Doxology    





           H No. 563
*Offering Prayer 

* Hymn                 “Let Us Break Bread Together”                 H No. 524
Words and Prayer of Institution   Sacrament of Communion
  Invitation   Sharing the Elements   (gluten free bread and grape juice)

  Unison Prayer  

God, sanctify us through communion with our risen Savior. Jesus, we hold on to your promise that we will someday sit down with you at banquet in your heavenly kingdom. Amen.

* Hymn                                  “He Lives”                                 H No. 206
* Benediction
                                                        Church President
L: Rise and go where God directs. Your caring may be the answer to someone’s prayer.
P: We will extol our God in word and deed. We will reach out to our neighbors with love.
L: Be alert to the needs of people you meet. You may be God’s chosen instrument of healing.
P: We will praise God’s faithfulness day by day. We will listen with compassion to those who suffer. 

L: Blessed are those who believe without seeing. Blessed are those who trust without proof.
P: We will follow where Christ leads us. Blessing, honor, glory, and power be to our God. 
L: Amen.   
P: Amen.

* Hymn                “Let There Be Peace on Earth”                   H No. 308
* Postlude                                              Rosemary Valentine, Organist
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“We the members of The First Church of West Bridgewater united by the love of one another and guided by the teachings of Jesus, hold it to be our purpose to maintain a welcoming house for the worship of God; to teach and study the lessons of our faith, to develop programs for those in need; and to 

sponsor fellowship opportunities. All this we support to build a mutually sustaining and caring community of faith.”

________________________________________________________________________

Church Address:                                     29 Howard Street, West Bridgewater, Mass. 02379

Church Mailing Address:                         P.O. Box 361, West Bridgewater, Mass. 02379

Church Email Address:                                                                     firstchurchwb@juno.com
Church Website Address:                                                                    www.firstchurchwb.org
Church Office Telephone:                                                                                (508) 587-3118

Love and Prayers List

	Name
	Relative/Friend Of
	Reason

	All families and friends grieving for departed loved ones.

	All people and families who are dealing with cancer.

	Pray for world peace, including in Israel and Gaza.

	Karen Barstow
	Friend of the church
	Having lung operation

	Ruth Beauchamp
	First Church member
	Health concerns

	Dennis Crosby
	First Church member
	Cancer/Having aggressive treatment

	Elaine
	Carol Vecchi’s sister
	Cancer

	Karen Finlan
	Member, pastor’s wife
	Recovery from knee surgery

	Jason Furz
	Friend of Elaine Bowyer
	Cancer

	Lynn & Jim Gledhill
	Marion & Bob Leonard’s friends
	Jim – stroke

Lynn – support

	Trevor Ledin
	
	

	Diane Leighton
	Friend of Karen Britton
	Cancer

	Bob Leonard
	Marion’s husband
	Circulatory issues

	Rodney Lewis & family
	Relative of Norma Anderson
	Terminal cancer

	Marianna Lokshyn’s family
	Nancy Morrison’s relative
	Safety for them in Ukraine

	Joyce Marble
	First Church Member
	Degenerative discs in neck

	Lois McCarthy
	Louise & Bob Chisholm’s friend
	Has cancer, lost her husband

	John McClare
	Janet Salvador’s brother
	Genetic liver disorder

	Paul
	Elaine
	Health issues

	Diane Petrone
	Elaine’s sister-in-law
	Cancer

	Mike Pucillo
	Buddy’s Uncle
	Dementia

	Rene
	Friend of Nancy Morrison
	Having brain surgery

	Cazey Wegman
	Elaine’s friend
	Breast cancer


Please Put Changes in the Offering Plate
Name: __________________________________________________________________

Friend/Relative of: _________________________________________________________

Reason: _________________________________________________________________

                 THIS WEEK AT THE FIRST CHURCH________
Today   

10:00 A.M.
Service of Word and Communion
  Deacon of the Month: Robert Upton




  Ushers: Martha Amara & Jenny Williams
11:00 A.M.
Fellowship Hour


  Hostesses: Jane Hatch & Kathy Charlebois


11:30 A.M.
Planning Meeting for church 375th B’day

Mon., May 5


Office closed
Tues., May 6
10:00 A.M. 
Office open
  



  6:30 P.M.
Evening Bible Study with Pastor Steve
Wed., May 7


Office closed


  6:00 P.M.
Adult Yoga with Kathy Milan

Thurs., May 8
10:00 A.M. 
Office open 


10:00 A.M.
Morning Bible Study with Pastor Steve 



11:00 A.M.
Deacon’s Meeting

Fri., May 9
10:00 A.M.
Office open___________________________
                          LOOKING AHEAD____________________  

Sun., May 11
10:00 A.M.
Service of Word – Happy Mother’s Day!
  Deacon of the Month: Robert Upton




  Ushers:
11:00 A.M.
Fellowship Hour: Our Men of the Church
Mon., May 12


Office closed
Tues., May 13
10:00 A.M. 
Office open
  



  6:30 P.M.
Evening Bible Study with Pastor Steve
Wed., May 14


Office closed
  
  6:00 P.M.
Adult Yoga with Kathy Milan

Thurs., May 15
10:00 A.M. 
Office open 


10:00 A.M.
Morning Bible Study with Pastor Steve 

Fri., May 16
10:00 A.M.
Office open 
Sun., May 18
11:00 A.M.
Chocolate Auction_____________________
The Mission & Outreach Committee reminds you to please remember the W.B. Food Pantry. The food item(s) for  are. You may bring in your donation(s) on any Sunday.         
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Our next Newsletter will be going out in May. All committees are asked to submit their news and If any members or friends have any news they would like to share, you are welcome to do so. All news articles and news bits should be into the office by this time. If you have not yet submitted your news, please do so by Tuesday, 

April 22nd. 
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