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At last year's Land of the Lakes show, I went a little crazy (for me) and bought 4 

postcards I didn't know anything about.  How old are they?  How many are in the 

series?  How much did I overpay for them? 

 

The cards show illustrations 

by Randolph Caldecott from 

various children's stories.  

The color palette relies 

heavily on light greens and 

blues, along with pale      

oranges and yellows. The    

images are elaborate yet not 

busy. 

 

A set of 48 cards was printed 

by Frederick Warne & Co. 

in 1914.   They were sold in 

groups of 4.  None of the cards I've seen at the show or online since have been  

postally used, indicating that even initially they were sold for their artwork. 

 

Frederick Warne & Co. reprinted the cards in 1974.   Even prior to learning that, I 

assumed my cards were from the 1970's, based on their pristine condition (and the 

fact that one dealer told me these cards started to appear on the market a few years 

ago).  Turns out I was wrong.  The original 1914 run has a series identifier on the 

back ï ñE 3,ò for example.  The 1974 run does not have the series ID and instead 

reads, ñ1974 Frederick Warne & Co Ltd, London & New York and Hunkydory   

Designs Limited.ò  

 

 The Caldecott name may already be familiar to you.  Randolph Caldecott was born 

in England in 1846.  He started his career in banking but it apparently didn't hold 

his interest (forgive the pun).  He took night classes at an art school and by age 26 

was able to give up banking and become a full-time artist.  He first gained success 

with illustrations for magazines such as ñLondon Society.ò  Fortunately, he also got 

work illustrating a couple children's Christmas books.  They were so popular that he 

published two children's books each Christmas for 8 years.   
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Summer 2015  
13th Annual Land of Lakes  

Antique Postcard & Paper Show  

                                                           

 Friday, July 24th       9am to 6pm 

Saturday, July 25th  9am to 4pm 

 

Eagan Community Center 

1501 Central Parkway 

Eagan, Minnesota 

 

The Twin Citiesô Largest Show of its kind 

Featuring Top Dealers from all over the U.S.A. 

 

                   Presented by Yesterdayôs Mail 

Morgan Hassenmayer    postcardlady@comcast.net  860-319-4022 

 

                                        

Plenty of Free Parking & On-site Food Available 

 Easy access from Interstates 35 & 94 

 Near Minneapolis/St. Paul Intôl Airport 

$5 Admission --- Good for Both Days 

                                                   Free Appraisals 

(Show this ad and receive $1 off admission) 

 

 Donôt Miss the Upper Midwestôs Most Exciting Summer Show  

                 

mailto:postcardlady@comcast.net
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Show continued on page  9 

 

24
nd 

Annual  

Cambridge Antique Fair  
cambridgeantiquefair.com      
 August 1stand 2nd 

Saturday, August 1     8 AM to 5 PM  

 Sunday, August 2     9 AM to 4 PM  

 

Isanti County Fairgrounds  
CAMBRIDGE, MN  

 

1 Mile East of Highway 65 on Highway 95 

Just 40 Miles Due North of the Twin Cities. 
12 miles west of I-35W and Tanger Outlet Mall on Highway 95 

Questions,  please call 763-434-6664  
 

* 300 Dealer Booths Inside and Outdoors 

* All Kinds of Antiques and Collectables  

August  1-2, 2015 

Saturday 8 AM to 5 PM  

Sunday 9 AM to 4 PM  

Admission $6.00 Good Both Days  

Children under 12 years old are free  

Clip and bring this ad for a $1.00 discount off 

each ticket purchased. (Coupon good for one  

admission)  

Metro Promotions, Inc.  
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By Steve and Nancy Bailey 

Long before the Japanese garden, in 1876, the James-Younger gang decided to rob the First National Bank of 

Northfield ï bad idea. A little article 

from the December 19, 1878 issue of 

the Little Falls transcript sparked an  

interesting saga of Como Lake. 

Henry Hoyt began the study of        

medicine and surgery in 1873 with the 

late Dr. J. H. Murphy of St. Paul a   

well-known physician and surgeon of 

that period, and an uncle by marriage.      

Before he was to enter Rush Medical 

School in Chicago for the session of 

1876-77, he visited the Centennial    

Exhibition of Philadelphia, going by 

way of Chicago, Baltimore,          

Washington, and New York, making his 

acquaintance with a large city.  

 

On September 7, 1876, while he was 

enjoying the Centennial, a band of eight men, splendidly mounted, each armed with a brace of Colt Forty-

Fives, galloped into the quiet, peaceful little village of Northfield, Minnesota, and halted in front of the First 

National Bank. Two dismounted and ran into the bank. The others sat on their horses, firing off their revolvers 

and cursing furiously with the idea of  terrorizing any passers-by.  

 

J. L. Heywood, the cashier, was 

alone in the bank when the two   

outlaws entered, drew their guns 

down on him, and ordered him to 

open the safe. He refused either to 

open the safe or to give the        

combination, and after  cursing and 

threatening him without avail, one of 

them put a bullet through his brain.  

 

In the meantime there was         

something doing outside. A young     

medical student, Wheeler by name, 

was in a doctor's office upstairs just 

across the street. Hearing the racket, 

he rushed to the window, took in the 

situation at a glance, tore down an 

old Spencer carbine that had been hanging on the wall since the Civil War, and, without hesitating a             

moment, opened up on the mounted bandits across the street, killing one of them, Clell Miller by name, in short 

order, and shattering the right elbow of another, Bob Younger; while a Mr. Manning with a rifle killed another, 

Bill Chadwell.  

 

Cozy Lake/Japanese Garden/Northfield Raid  as continued from the March 2015 issue of this newsletter 

Cozy continued on page 5 
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The two men in the bank, having failed to get the safe open, dashed out, sprang on their mounts, and made a 

quick getaway. As they fled from the scene, they met an innocent Swede along the roadway and, with a curse, 

fired a volley at him, killing him outright in cold blood.  

 

The six that galloped from the bank    

scene were the three Younger brothers, 

Bob, Cole, and Jim, Jesse and Frank 

James, and Charley Pitts, whose real 

name was Samuel Wells. The entire 

country was quickly aroused and posses 

were after them in every direction. They 

began to  realize their danger and as they 

disagreed about the best route to follow, 

they separated, the James brothers going 

one way, the Youngers and Pitts another. 

The second day the latter were rounded 

up in a swamp, and, as they refused to 

surrender, they were all shot down and 

Pitts was killed.  

 

The Youngers finally recovered and were sent to the penitentiary at Stillwater, Minnesota, for life. The body 

of Charley Pitts was taken to St. Paul, where his preceptor, Dr. Murphy, who was Surgeon General of the 

State, secured it and had it embalmed and preserved for dissecting purposes.  Minnesota laws allowed all   

unknown or unclaimed bodies to be used in that way.  

 

When Henry Hoyt arrived home from Rush Medical College in March, 1877, the remains were turned over to 

him. Pitts was a fine specimen of physical manhood and he decided to retain and mount his skeleton for use in 

his office after graduation. A good method, at the time, of preparing a skeleton after dissecting was to bleach 

the bones under water for a year or 

so. Enlisting the help of one of his 

brothers, he packed the bones in an 

ordinary shoe box crate, putting in a 

few large rocks as sinkers. They 

drove out to the south branch of Lake 

Como, took the box out in a boat, and 

sank it at about the middle of the 

lake.  

 

Cozy continued on page 6 

Cozy continued from page 4 


