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Randolph Caldecott Postcards
By Sherri Middendorf
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At last year's Land of the Lakes show, I went a little crazy (for me) and bought 4
postcards I didn't know anything about. How old are they? How many are in the
series? How much did I overpay for them?
The cards show illustrations
by Randolph Caldecott from
various children's stories.
The color palette relies
heavily on light greens and
blues, along with pale
oranges and yellows. The
images are elaborate yet not
busy.
A set of 48 cards was printed
by Frederick Warne & Co.
in 1914. They were sold in
groups of 4. None of the cards I've seen at the show or online since have been
postally used, indicating that even initially they were sold for their artwork.
Frederick Warne & Co. reprinted the cards in 1974. Even prior to learning that, I
assumed my cards were from the 1970's, based on their pristine condition (and the
fact that one dealer told me these cards started to appear on the market a few years
ago). Turns out I was wrong. The original 1914 run has a series identifier on the
back – “E 3,” for example. The 1974 run does not have the series ID and instead
reads, “1974 Frederick Warne & Co Ltd, London & New York and Hunkydory
Designs Limited.”
The Caldecott name may already be familiar to you. Randolph Caldecott was born
in England in 1846. He started his career in banking but it apparently didn't hold
his interest (forgive the pun). He took night classes at an art school and by age 26
was able to give up banking and become a full-time artist. He first gained success
with illustrations for magazines such as “London Society.” Fortunately, he also got
work illustrating a couple children's Christmas books. They were so popular that he
published two children's books each Christmas for 8 years.
Caldecott continued on page 9
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Summer 2015

13th Annual Land of Lakes
Antique Postcard & Paper Show
Friday, July 24th
9am to 6pm
Saturday, July 25th 9am to 4pm
Eagan Community Center
1501 Central Parkway
Eagan, Minnesota
The Twin Cities’ Largest Show of its kind
Featuring Top Dealers from all over the U.S.A.
Presented by Yesterday’s Mail
Morgan Hassenmayer postcardlady@comcast.net 860-319-4022
Plenty of Free Parking & On-site Food Available
Easy access from Interstates 35 & 94
Near Minneapolis/St. Paul Int’l Airport
$5 Admission --- Good for Both Days
Free Appraisals
(Show this ad and receive $1 off admission)
Don’t Miss the Upper Midwest’s Most Exciting Summer Show
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nd

24 Annual

Cambridge Antique Fair
cambridgeantiquefair.com

August 1stand 2nd
Saturday, August 1
Sunday, August 2

8 AM to 5 PM
9 AM to 4 PM

Isanti County Fairgrounds
CAMBRIDGE, MN
1 Mile East of Highway 65 on Highway 95
Just 40 Miles Due North of the Twin Cities.
12 miles west of I-35W and Tanger Outlet Mall on Highway 95
Questions, please call 763-434-6664



300 Dealer Booths Inside and Outdoors
All Kinds of Antiques and Collectables

August 1-2, 2015
Saturday 8 AM to 5 PM
Sunday 9 AM to 4 PM
Admission $6.00 Good Both Days
Children under 12 years old are free
Clip and bring this ad for a $1.00 discount off
each ticket purchased. (Coupon good for one
admission)
Metro Promotions, Inc.
Show continued on page 9
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Cozy Lake/Japanese Garden/Northfield Raid as continued from the March 2015 issue of this newsletter
By Steve and Nancy Bailey
Long before the Japanese garden, in 1876, the James-Younger gang decided to rob the First National Bank of
Northfield – bad idea. A little article
from the December 19, 1878 issue of
the Little Falls transcript sparked an
interesting saga of Como Lake.
Henry Hoyt began the study of
medicine and surgery in 1873 with the
late Dr. J. H. Murphy of St. Paul a
well-known physician and surgeon of
that period, and an uncle by marriage.
Before he was to enter Rush Medical
School in Chicago for the session of
1876-77, he visited the Centennial
Exhibition of Philadelphia, going by
way of Chicago, Baltimore,
Washington, and New York, making his
acquaintance with a large city.
On September 7, 1876, while he was
enjoying the Centennial, a band of eight men, splendidly mounted, each armed with a brace of Colt FortyFives, galloped into the quiet, peaceful little village of Northfield, Minnesota, and halted in front of the First
National Bank. Two dismounted and ran into the bank. The others sat on their horses, firing off their revolvers
and cursing furiously with the idea of terrorizing any passers-by.
J. L. Heywood, the cashier, was
alone in the bank when the two
outlaws entered, drew their guns
down on him, and ordered him to
open the safe. He refused either to
open the safe or to give the
combination, and after cursing and
threatening him without avail, one of
them put a bullet through his brain.
In the meantime there was
something doing outside. A young
medical student, Wheeler by name,
was in a doctor's office upstairs just
across the street. Hearing the racket,
he rushed to the window, took in the
situation at a glance, tore down an
old Spencer carbine that had been hanging on the wall since the Civil War, and, without hesitating a
moment, opened up on the mounted bandits across the street, killing one of them, Clell Miller by name, in short
order, and shattering the right elbow of another, Bob Younger; while a Mr. Manning with a rifle killed another,
Bill Chadwell.
Cozy continued on page 5
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Cozy continued from page 4

The two men in the bank, having failed to get the safe open, dashed out, sprang on their mounts, and made a
quick getaway. As they fled from the scene, they met an innocent Swede along the roadway and, with a curse,
fired a volley at him, killing him outright in cold blood.
The six that galloped from the bank
scene were the three Younger brothers,
Bob, Cole, and Jim, Jesse and Frank
James, and Charley Pitts, whose real
name was Samuel Wells. The entire
country was quickly aroused and posses
were after them in every direction. They
began to realize their danger and as they
disagreed about the best route to follow,
they separated, the James brothers going
one way, the Youngers and Pitts another.
The second day the latter were rounded
up in a swamp, and, as they refused to
surrender, they were all shot down and
Pitts was killed.
The Youngers finally recovered and were sent to the penitentiary at Stillwater, Minnesota, for life. The body
of Charley Pitts was taken to St. Paul, where his preceptor, Dr. Murphy, who was Surgeon General of the
State, secured it and had it embalmed and preserved for dissecting purposes. Minnesota laws allowed all
unknown or unclaimed bodies to be used in that way.
When Henry Hoyt arrived home from Rush Medical College in March, 1877, the remains were turned over to
him. Pitts was a fine specimen of physical manhood and he decided to retain and mount his skeleton for use in
his office after graduation. A good method, at the time, of preparing a skeleton after dissecting was to bleach
the bones under water for a year or
so. Enlisting the help of one of his
brothers, he packed the bones in an
ordinary shoe box crate, putting in a
few large rocks as sinkers. They
drove out to the south branch of Lake
Como, took the box out in a boat, and
sank it at about the middle of the
lake.
Cozy continued on page 6
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Cozy continued from page 5

He then went back to Rush Medical College and after finishing there
spent time in the Black Hills, mostly around Deadwood, and then to Las
Vegas, New Mexico. Shortly after he arrived at Las Vegas letters and
newspapers from home told him some interesting news. Como Lake had
frozen over early and a neighbor, as well as lifelong friend of his,
August Robertson, sallied forth after muskrats with spear and hatchet.
As he was crossing the lake over the clear ice the corner of a box
projecting through aroused his curiosity. Smashing it open with his
hatchet he found it was full of bones.
A favorite dog had recently disappeared and by his process of deduction
August decided he had learned its fate and passed on. After reaching
home he reported the incident to his father who, deducing from another
angle, decided it was something besides dog and proceeded to
investigate. Cutting into the ice and knocking off the entire end of the
box, out rolled a human skull! Sheriff and coroner were notified and an
inquest was on. Big headlines and newspaper articles speculated about
the horrible murder that had been committed. The bones full of bullet
holes — Pitts was shot through the body in five different places —
pointed toward a dastardly crime. The police and detective departments
were criticized and urged to clear it up and apprehend the culprit. The incident was spread through the
entire country by the Associated Press. His brother did not learn of it until the inquest was in full sway, but
he then hastened to his uncle, Dr. Murphy,
gave him the facts, whereupon he quickly
burst the murder bubble and took charge
of the bones. As Henry did not return
home when expected, he presented them to
a young physician in Chicago.
The publicity attending this reached
Missouri, and his father forwarded a letter
addressed to Henry in St. Paul
condemning him in unmeasured terms for
his brutal treatment of 'pore Charley Pitts,'
winding up with ' I'll git yu yit.' The
writing was almost unintelligible and the
letter unsigned.
For decades, bones believed to be those of Charley Pitts resided at the now-defunct Stagecoach Museum
(1951-1981) in Shakopee. Those bones were transferred in 1981 to the Northfield Historical Society when
the museum closed. In 2008, these bones ended up in the Physical Anthropology Lab at Minnesota State
University in Mankato Minnesota.
It has been determined that DNA from the skeleton did not match the DNA of one of Pitts' probable
descendants — great-grandnephew Joe Wells, of Arizona. Carbon testing revealed only a 2.5 percent chance
that the skeleton was from someone who lived in the 1800s and predicted the person lived in the 1700s. A
dentist had traded the skeleton to the Stagecoach Museum in exchange for a Henry rifle. The dentist had
gotten it in the 1940s from a surgeon, Dr. Harry King.
PAGE 6
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Cozy continued from page 6

At some point, Pitts' skeleton got swapped,
mislabeled or possibly even mixed up with other
bones in the assembly of an anatomical model for
medical education. It may have happened
sometime between going to the state Capitol and
Lake Como. After reclaiming the bones, Murphy
gave them to an unnamed medical student, who
then went to Chicago. The mix-up could have
occurred sometime after that, as well. There is a
slight chance the skeleton - or a part of it - is
Pitts. After all, the researchers tested DNA from
only one tooth from the skeleton. It’s possible
teeth or bones from other remains were used to
fill in the skeleton's gaps. Only one test was done because of the cost and the need to preserve as much of the
skeleton as possible.
Perhaps one of the other bones belonged to the gunslinger.
On a local note Charlie’s fate has been used as part of the 2004 Pioneer Press’s Treasure Hunt Clue #9:
This is how the ghastly story goes:
Embalmed so not to decompose
Then under rushes the pine box lay
A young boy found him, no decay
A grisly yield from this watery grave
Was it MURDER? became all the rave
Just "bleaching his bones"was finally proclaimed
So let dem bones alone and don't disturb them
A passage will show you the true way
Remember, if an eerie fog or wind blows
That crime didn't pay from the first bank that day
And watch out for an outlaw to transpose
He was also used for clues 2 &3 in the 2014
treasure hunt. It gives a whole new meaning
to “a body of water.”
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TCPC Spring Postcard Show 2015
Images captured by Duane Stabler
TCPC held it’s annual spring postcard show on
April 4th and 5th. It was an Easter weekend but
many members and visitors took the time on a busy
weekend to stop and search for those special cards.
Thanks to the TCPC members who helped make the
show possible and for the dealers who participated
in the show.

More photos of the show can be found on the
website www.twincitypostcardclub.com
PAGE 8
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Caldecott continued from page 1

He struggled with multiple ongoing health
issues and died at the age of 39.
Caldecott's children's books turned out to
have a lasting impact on the field. His
style is credited with influencing many
illustrators, including Beatrix Potter (“The
Tale of Peter Rabbit”). Each year, the
Caldecott Award is given to the illustrator
of the “most distinguished American
picture book for children.” Past winners
include Maurice Sendak (“Where the
Wild Things Are”), William Steig
(“Sylvester and the Magic Pebble”) and
Chris Van Allsburg (“The Polar Express”).
Did I overpay for my 4 cards? It's hard to tell. I like them, and that's enough for me.

Julie A. Henricksen, TCPC Board of Director Member
Julie passed away this past March 28th after a battle with cancer. Many of us
remember her for her smiling face at club meetings and at the TCPC postcard
show where she often volunteered at the registration table or could be found
looking at postcards and, yes, buying when she found that card she just had to
have.
Julie was active in various groups including the Button Society locally and
she regularly volunteered at a senior citizen center near where she lived in
Coon Rapids, MN. She
was also known for frequenting antique shows and
other events in the metro
area. She also was a member of the TCPC board of
directors.
Julie was also a postcard collector. She specialized in
postcards with angels on them but also collected postcards
as related to buttons and shells because buttons were
originally made from shells harvested from rivers and
processed into buttons. She could describe that process
very well and was known for her enthusiasm about the
topic.
Julie collected Angel postcards and now joins the angels.
We will deeply miss her and know she’s now off to that
ultimate postcard show. May she rest in peace.
PAGE 9
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Advertising:
General advertising will appear in the newsletters.
Members can have one free line ad in the newsletter
each year. Send your ad (and payment if required) to the
newsletter editor.
Member Advertising rates (per issue)
Business card size…$4.00
Quarter Page………$10.00
Half Page …….……$20.00
Full Page……….…. $30.00
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TCPC News
The club is reducing the inventory of it’s library and is
selling (through auction) the extra books that the club
will no longer keep. Come to the club meeting to have
an opportunity to see what is available and to bid on the
items.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Alan Bittancourt/Busaba Tidthong
Savage, MN
Collects: California Bridges Postcards

Upcoming Programs
It’s time to plan for 2015 and we hope to offer
programs at least once per quarter again this year. Do
you have a suggestion for something you’d like to see?
Or perhaps you’d like to offer a program yourself
(don’t be shy)? Programs should be about 15 minutes
in length and can be about anything from your favorite
card topic or a general postcard topic.
Call Dave Johnson at 651-426-3573 for further details

The webmaster is seeking shows that should be highlighted on the website. Please send your known show
information to Duane Stabler at
destabler@mediacombb.net
Please plan to attend the monthly meetings where you’ll find frequent auctions and dealers with postcards for sale but also you’ll
have opportunities to learn more about this terrific hobby.

Twin City Postcard Club Membership Application
Please check one: New Member_____ Renewal________ Reinstatement______ Change of Information_____
NAME______________________________________________________________________________________________
STREET ADDRESS:__________________________________________________________________________________
CITY/STATE/ZIP _____________________________________________________________________________________
TELEPHONE # (include area code)______________________________________________________________________
E-MAIL ADDRESS (optional)___________________________________________________________________________
TYPES of POSTCARDS COLLECTED: ___________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

Mail to Dianne Lamb, TCPC Membership Chair, 25145 Chippendale Ave, Farmington MN 55024
Total Dues annually: $13 + $1 for each additional member in the household
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Upcoming Meetings and Events
All meetings to be at:
The Lynnhurst Community Center,
1345 W. Minnehaha Parkway (at 50th St.)

Programs
May 20: So you were in the buying mood—bring your latest purchase and tell us why it
caught your eye. Maybe it was from our recent show. Please bring it and tell us about it.
June 20: The 4th of July is near—bring us your favorite postcard and share why it’s special
to you—a 4th of July card or scene from a summer vacation would be ideal.

TCPC Board of Directors and Officers 2015

Mark Your Calendar with these dates
Meeting Schedule for 2015

President: Chuck Donley, 952-988-9797
VP Membership: Dianne Lamb, 651-460-4927
Treasurer: Allan Hillesheim, 612-377-6062
Secretary & Asst Editor: Dave Norman, 612-729-2428
Editor & Webmaster: Duane Stabler, 952-447-8654
Program Chair: Dave Johnson, 651-426-3573
Show Chair: Dave Johnson, 651-426-3573
Social Coordinator: Dean Borghorst, 612-332-0256
Librarian: Rosemary Palmer, 612-308-6474
Member-at-Large: Alan Calavano, 507-282-4389
Member-at-Large: Vacant

May 20
June 17 | July 15 | August 19
Sept 16 | Oct 21 | Nov 18 | Dec 16
Board Meeting Schedule
July 1 | Sept 2 | Nov 4

Wanted: Upcoming Programs
Have a program you’d like to do for the group? It
only needs to be 10 to 15 minutes long .
Programs can be about anything from your
favorite card topic or a general postcard topic.
Call Dave Johnson at 651-426-3573 for further
details.
Looking for collectables and postcards??? Don’t know
where to look?? Go to the Twin City Post Card Club
website—find a listing of known markets in the region.

Dave Johnson is looking for a volunteer to assist in
preparing for the spring TCPC show. This takes
some planning and effort to organize—please
consider volunteering.
Support TCPC—participate in the shows, and
monthly meetings. Consider participating on the
board and consider providing articles to the editor.
Don’t expect a hand full of members do all the work.
Doing so will threaten the livelihood of the club.

Stamps & Postcards for Boy Scouts
Jerry Kolton, one of TCPC’s members, is collecting donated stamps and postcards for the Boy Scouts. He volunteers with
the Scouts and teaches the Scouts about stamps and postcards if he has them to share. He’s looking for stamps such as the
one on this newsletter or other stamps you might get in the mail. He asks that you bring them to the TCPC meeting or if
you wish to discuss this further with him, call Jerry at 763-753-5257.
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Twin City Postcard Club
25145 Chippendale Ave.
Farmington MN 55024

If your address label is highlighted, your
dues are due! Please return the application
in this newsletter, with any updates, and a
check for $13, plus $1 for each additional
name at the same address.
Thank You!
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We are on the web!
www.twincitypostcardclub.com and
on Facebook

Monthly Meeting Location:
The Lynnhurst Community Center,
1345 W. Minnehaha Parkway (at 50th St.)
Minneapolis MN
We are in the South West corner of the
intersection)
Time: 5:30 - 8: 30 pm (program and meeting
at 7:15)
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Got something you want to contribute?
Contact: Editor: Duane Stabler
Email: destabler@mediacombb.net

