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Entering into her second year as Manatee
County Superintendent, Diane Greene
has a history of education.
She was Marion County School District
deputy superintendent of curriculum, Marion County director of staff development
as well as a principal and teacher in Marion schools.
Diane’s education includes an associate’s
degree in elementary education from the
Santa Fe Community College, a bachelor’s degree from the University of North
Florida in elementary education, and a
master’s degree from Nova Southeastern
University master's degree in educational
leadership and a doctorate in advanced K
-12 education from Capella University.

April’s Guest Speaker is
Dr Diane Greene

DWC Luncheon

Under the guidance of Diane Greene the
Class of 2016 that just graduated from
our high schools earned more than $15.5
million in scholarships and were accepted
into more than 190 colleges and universities across America, including virtually
every public and private college and university in the state of Florida.

April 18th 2017, 11:30 AM
4350 El Conquistador Pkwy
Bradenton, FL
Please make your reservations by

In addition, our district’s graduation rate
has increased 13.2 percent in the last five
years; our state accountability scores are
on the rise; our students consistently win
state and national awards in Technology
and Career competitions and Manatee
Technical College is known as one of the
premier technical colleges in the country.

April 14th, 2017
(Call Joanie LeBaron@402-213-0769

or her email is
joanielebaron0108@gmail.com.
Menu: Buffet includes salad, grilled
chicken, cold cuts, cheeses, soup,
bread and cookie
Cost is $17.00
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April Presidents Letter
April Showers Bring May Flowers is a good saying for those in the north, but as we all know we are showered upon in the summer.
It continues to amaze me what Trump is doing to this country and I really have to keep my blood pressure
under control with his tweets and what comes out of his mouth. Health Care as Trump has given us will
have to be worked on until he gets it right. Mr. Ryan and the Conservative Party really have to start caring
about the people of this country. They just need to step up and pay their fair share in taxes.
We do not want a war! We do not want starving or unhealthy individuals left on the side of the road. We
need a strong America and he is not giving it to us. I am just repeating what we all know. We must stay
strong and hope the young people will step up to the batter’s box.
April is our annual Scholarship luncheon and the money raised over the year allows us to contribute a little
to the Democratic girls or boys in our community who wish to follow their educational dreams after high
school.
The scholarships are named after Marge Kinnan, an educational leader and strong advocate for the children in this community. She was a teacher, administrator, a Democrat, a member of AAUW, and a vocal
member of this community for too many years. One of our elementary schools has been named after
Marge.
Shirley Snyder a strong advocate of the democratic ideals of our party, was a Marine (who wanted to meet
men, as she would tell us), worked in Washington, and was a major helper in retirement with our Democratic Party, the Democratic Women’s Club and many more organizations in our community. She was a
wonderful, strong woman. Her daughter Ruth cannot be here this year because her own daughter is giving
birth. Ruth contributes $500 a year in her mother’s memory and we so proudly say thank you to her mom’s
values.
The John Chester Lewis Scholarship for $1,000 was added this year by our member Jean Lewis in
memory of her husband. A native New Englander and a graduate of Dartmouth, John decided while serving his ROTC commitment to make the Army his career. He had numerous tours in the U.S., Okinawa, Korea, SHAPE HQ in Belgium, and awarded the bronze star for his leadership and bravery in Vietnam. Retiring as a Lieutenant Colonel, he then worked in organizational Development, for which he had a Master Degree from Pepperdine U. Devoted husband and father of three, John’s major leadership attribute was the
ability to bring out the best qualities of those he had led or worked with during his lifetime.
We hope Jean will be here to present the award. She too is having back surgery. Jean had been our
treasurer for years.
I wish all a happy Easter and Passover at this time.
Pat
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MINUTES OF THE FEBRUARY 14, 2017 MEETING OF THE

DEMOCRATIC WOMEN’S CLUB OF MANATEE COUNTY
14 MARCH 2017 / 11:30 AM
15 11:34 am: Called to order after the Pledge of Allegiance and moment of silence
Introductions by Pat Benson, President
Guest announced: Amani Makarita of Muslim Women of America
New Business

● Brian put pre-filled post cards on all the tables for people to sign and return to him as part of a campaign
to oppose Trump’s policies, administration, etc.
●
Also, provided on every table were Meal Order forms for the DWCF 2017 Convention, copies of the
Treasurer’s Report and Constitutional Amendment Petition forms.
● Meetings announced for 3/16 and 3/17/2017 to help make decorations for the Convention at Pat
Benson’s home located at 1406 90th Court NW.
●
Workshop announced for voter registration on 3/19/17 at 1:00 pm at Pat’s home. There will be
some HRC campaign workers in attendance.

●
Rally in Sarasota on April 15th announced. The new name for it is “Truth Matters”. T-shirts have
been printed and are available for purchase.
●
Joanie LeBaron announced there are new forms for membership applications. She gave the
Treasurer’s Report, there is a balance of $5,177.30, and we will be donating $3,000.00 in scholarships
soon. Motion made by Sharon Davie to purchase an $80 advertisement in the program booklet for The
Democratic Fundraiser, on 4/21/17. It was Seconded and the Motion was carried.
●
Pat reported that the current membership numbers are not available and reminded everyone
that RSVP’s to attend the lunch must be made by the Friday prior to the Tuesday meeting.
11:55 AM: Break for lunch
12:18 PM: Pat introduced the guest speaker.
12:58 PM: Speaker opened floor for Q&A. Pat gave check to Ms. Makarita for the Islamic Foundation.
1:15 PM: Carol Graves conducted the 50/50 raffle. Brian asked for updated email addresses for the
newsletter. Carol asked for donations for the marketplace.
1:30 PM: Meeting adjourned.

3

April Highlights in U.S. Women’s History
 April 2, 1931 – 17-year-old Jackie Mitchell, the second woman to play baseball in
the all-male minor leagues, pitches an exhibition game against the N.Y. Yankees and
strikes out both Babe Ruth and Lou Gehrig. The next day, the Baseball Commissioner
voided her contract, claiming baseball was too strenuous for women. The ban was not
overturned until 1992
 April 5, 1911 – 100,000 to 500,000 people march in New York City to attend the
funeral of seven unidentified victims of the Triangle Shirtwaist Company fire in late
March
 April 7, 1805 – Sacagawea begins helping the Lewis and Clark Expedition as an interpreter
 April 7, 1987 – Opening of the National Museum of Women in the Arts in Washington, D.C., the first museum devoted to women artists
 April 9, 1939 – Marian Anderson sings an Easter Sunday concert for more than 75,000 at Lincoln Memorial
 April 13, 1933 – Ruth Bryan Owen is the first woman to represent the U.S. as a foreign minister when she is appointed as envoy to Denmark
 April 19, 1977 – Fifteen women in the House of Representatives form the Congressional Caucus for Women’s
Issues
 April 22 – Earth Day, honor Rachel Carson today, a woman who changed America and greatly influenced the
environmental movement (her revolutionary book, Silent Spring, is available at www.nwhp.org)
 April 26, 1777 – American Revolution heroine Sybil Ludington, 16 years old, rides 40 miles on horseback in the
middle of the night to warn the American militia that the British were invading
 April 28, 1993 – First “Take Our Daughters to Work” Day, sponsored by the Ms. Foundation, in 2003 it became
“Take Our Daughters and Sons to Work” Day

What is Bethesda House and Why Do We Collect Toiletries?
Located in downtown Sarasota, the Bethesda House of Catholic Charities is a drop-in community center that provides support services for persons with HIV/AIDS, serving the Manatee and
Sarasota Counties
Services include a clothing bank, laundry and shower facilities along with educational and support groups, individual
and family counseling, case management, transportation assistance, job referral and training, linking to services and
financial assistance. This past December the food pantry was shut down by the city of Sarasota for not having permits. I am happy to report it will be reopening in May.
Many people who are HIV are on food stamps and surprisingly you can not purchase toiletries with food stamps.
So, the Bethesda House allows each person to take what they need in the way of toiletries once a month.
As many of you know, my partner, Bruce Harrison and I head up a collection drive each year to help replenish the
toiletries. In the past we have had our drive at Christmas, but summer is the when Bethesda House has the least
donations, so now we are doing a “Christmas in July” drive.
I want to thank all of our club members for your past and continued support.
Brian Heavrin
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Bill to Eliminate Sanctuary Cities in Florida Moves
Through Another House Committee
Legislation banning sanctuary city policies moved through another Florida House committee Tuesday.
Yalaha Republican Rep. Larry Metz‘s bill (HB 697) would force any “sanctuary city” or county in Florida to remove
all formal or informal policies shielding undocumented immigrants from federal custody. It passed the House Subcommittee on Local, Federal and Veterans Affairs on a 9-5 vote on Tuesday.
The legislation would fine local governments that don’t comply with immigration officers between $1,000 to $5,000 a
day. It requires local officials to report violations, but exempts employees of school districts and educational records.
The proposal leaves local officials open to being sued if a Florida resident is injured by an undocumented immigrant
because of a sanctuary policy.
Cities and law enforcement agencies would also be barred from having laws or policies blocking communication with
federal immigration agents.
Taxpayers would have to foot the bill for enforcing federal immigration policies — with no guarantee of federal reimbursement.
“We are very very concerned that the underlying bill is unconstitutional,” warned Orlando Democrat Carlos Guillermo Smith, who offered up seven different amendments to the bill, all of which were shot down by the GOPcontrolled committee. He said that detainer requests “are not worth the paper that they are printed on.”
Smith said that there are 925,000 undocumented immigrants in Florida, and they have constitutional rights. “This bill
violates their constitutional rights. Their presence, while it may be unlawful, is not a criminal act. It is a civil violation,”
he said.
Miami Democrat Daisey Baez, a native from the Dominican Republican and a solider with the U.S. Army, said
that it was a hostile environment when she served as a young soldier in Central Texas when she spoke limited English, but “I have never felt as unwanted and as vilified as I have felt now,” she said as her voice broke. “We are not
criminals.”
Baez called the legislation “misguided,” and an example of “big government, of paranoia and persecution. That is not
the nation that we are.”
“This is a terrible bill,” added Belle Glade Democrat Joseph Abruzzo.

For such a controversial and sensitive issue, the debate was mostly civil. Mostly.
“This is one step towards Nazism in the United States,” said Gail Perry with the Communications Workers of America.
In his closing statement, Metz said that his grandparents were immigrants from Germany, but that it was important to
distinguish between legal and illegal immigration.
“It’s very important to recognize the rule of law in our country,” he said. “We’re simply saying cooperate with federal
immigration law enforcement efforts, so that we can have seamless enforcement of the rule of law.”
In late January, President Trump signed an executive order pulling all federal funding from so-called sanctuary cities that refuse to cooperate with Immigration and Customs Enforcement and other federal officials looking to weed
out and deport undocumented people. A day after that announcement, Miami-Dade County Mayor Carlos
Gimenez signed an order demanding that Miami-Dade County’s Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation comply with every aspect of Trump’s plan.
The legislation is being sponsored in the Senate by Fernandina Beach Republican Aaron Bean (SB 786). Abruzzo
predicted it would die in the Legislature’s upper chamber.
By: Mitch Perry, Florida Politics
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Does the FBI's Trail Lead
to Russia?
By: Eugene Robinson, Real Clear Politics
WASHINGTON -- The FBI is investigating whether persons involved with President Trump's campaign collaborated with Russian officials to help Trump win the election. Let that sink in for a moment. Then take a deep
breath, exhale, and try to imagine where this might lead.
FBI Director James Comey confirmed Monday what we suspected: An active probe of Russia's election
meddling, which includes "investigating the nature of any links between individuals associated with the
Trump campaign and the Russian government, and whether there was any coordination between the campaign and Russia's efforts."
Hours earlier, Trump had fired up his Twitter account in a vain attempt to make the whole thing go away.
He began his tweet by saying, "The Democrats made up and pushed the Russian story as an excuse for
running a terrible campaign."
That was a lie, perhaps designed to reassure the president's loyal supporters, perhaps to salve his own
bruised ego. "The Democrats" didn't make up anything. The intelligence community has reached the conclusion that the Russian government actively tried to meddle in the election -- initially, perhaps, to weaken
confidence in our political process, but later to boost Trump's chances of winning.
To this end, according to the intelligence assessment, the Russians hacked into the internet communications of prominent Democrats and party institutions -- including the Democratic National Committee -- and
orchestrated a series of leaks timed to do maximum political damage to Hillary Clinton.
It is bad enough to have to wonder whether Trump's narrow margin of victory might have resulted from a
boost provided by Russian President Vladimir Putin. It is much worse to think that anyone connected with
the Trump campaign might have known about this interference by an adversarial foreign power and failed
to sound the alarm -- or, perhaps, even collaborated in the dark operation.
Trump pretends this is all sour grapes over Clinton's loss, but it's not; she didn't win, and Democrats have
moved on. It's about what Comey called a Russian attempt to "undermine democracy" by helping one candidate at the expense of another.
Trump also tries to change the subject by making wild and unsupported allegations, such as his ridiculous
charge that former President Obama ordered wiretapping of Trump Tower during the campaign. Comey
and National Security Agency head Michael Rogers both testified they had no information to support
Trump's claim.
Comey added that "no president" could unilaterally order such surveillance. And Rogers flatly denied the
Trump administration's absurd fallback claim that Obama somehow arranged for British intelligence to do
the snooping for him.

Throughout the hearing, Republicans sought to focus on leaks of classified information that found their way
onto the front pages of The Washington Post and The New York Times. At one point, Rep. Trey Gowdy, RS.C., pressed Comey on whether a journalist who published such material wasn't guilty of committing a felony. Comey didn't bite, apparently disinclined to threaten reporters with long prison terms.
The real issue, of course, is the information itself. Michael Flynn had to resign as Trump's national security
adviser after it was revealed that he had lied about his conversations with Russian Ambassador Sergey
Kislyak. Despite what he told Congress during his confirmation hearing, Attorney General Jeff Sessions
had meetings with Kislyak, as did several other Trump campaign advisers. There are numerous allegations
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Meanwhile, Trump's rhetoric about Putin and Russia has been anomalously gentle. He does not hesitate to
blast German Chancellor Angela Merkel, a staunch ally, for not spending enough on defense; he goes out
of his way to bash our neighbor Mexico; and he even managed to get into a needless row with the prime
minister of Australia. Yet he has consistently conveyed his admiration for Putin's leadership and expressed
a desire for a warmer U.S.-Russia relationship.
An FBI investigation, it seems to me, would necessarily have to look into the president's business relationships with Russians tied to the Putin regime. In 2008, Donald Trump Jr. said publicly that "Russians make
up a pretty disproportionate cross section of our assets" and that "we see a lot of money pouring in from
Russia." The president now denies significant business involvement with Russians. Which is true?
If the FBI trains scrutiny on such Trump campaign figures as Paul Manafort and Roger Stone, what will
they find? And why does the subject of Russia so reliably send Trump into a Twitter rage?

This trail may lead somewhere or it may lead nowhere. But now it will be followed to the end.

Wall street Journal
Editorial Compares
Trump to a Drunk
Clinging to an Empty
Gin Bottle
The Wall Street Journal editorial page was
reliably right-wing even before Rupert Murdoch bought the paper. Its editors really, really
want to have Donald Trump’s back.
They want him to tell lies they can enthusiastically support. So even in the middle of a sharply critical editorial, you can tell it pains them that he’s making it too hard for them—but the fact that the Wall Street Journal editorial board is going at Trump this hard is news.

If President Trump announces that North Korea launched a missile that landed within 100 miles of Hawaii,
would most Americans believe him? Would the rest of the world? We’re not sure, which speaks to the
damage that Mr. Trump is doing to his Presidency with his seemingly endless stream of exaggerations, evidence-free accusations, implausible denials and other falsehoods.
The latest example is Mr. Trump’s refusal to back off his Saturday morning tweet of three weeks ago that
he had “found out that [Barack] Obama had my ‘wires tapped’ in Trump Tower just before the victory” on
Election Day. He has offered no evidence for his claim, and a parade of intelligence officials, senior Republicans and Democrats have since said they have seen no such evidence.
Yet the President clings to his assertion like a drunk to an empty gin bottle, rolling out his press spokesman
to make more dubious claims.
This is how it sounds when a would-be ally has to publicly warn Trump that he’s on the brink. But it’s unlikely that Trump, the ultimate “you’re with me or you’re against me” guy, can listen. The rest of us just
have to hope that he ends up being worse for the Republican Party than he is for the country.
By: Laura Clauson, Daily Kos
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GREAT NEWS!

THE DEMOCRATIC WOMEN’S CLUB JUST KEEPS
GROWING!
PLEASE WELCOME OUR NEW MEMBERS!

Mary Gayle Sartwell and Pat Halperin

Eleanor Roosevelt,
Across a Barrier of Fear
To the left is a picture of Jane Van Boskirk portraying Eleanor Roosevelt on March
2nd at our DWC's fundraiser "Across the Barrier of Fear", Fifty people attended
the fundraiser of lunch and play. All were enthralled by Ms.Van Boskirk's ability to
become Eleanor Roosevelt for 1 & 1/2hours. They asked her many questions about Eleanor after the play was finished.
We raised a little over $600 to cover registration costs for DWC members to attend the Sept. 7-10 DWCF Convention. Mary Duda wants to thank Joanie
LeBaron and Patty Benson for there help with the fundraiser.

Tally Days were March 12-14, in Tallahassee, where we listened to great speakers about Fracking and other Environmental issues by a
speaker from Florida food and Water Watch, Women's health Care Rights by
a Planned Parenthood speaker, Social Security and ERA by a speaker representing NOW, Medicare Expansion, Citizens United & American Promise, Immigration & Human Rights, Education Issues and so many more topics.
On Tuesday at noon, there was a Press conference held by Democratic Representatives Lori Berman and Janet Cruz along with Senator Linda Stewart
(D) in the State Capitol Rotunda for Pay Equity for Women where most of the
160 DWCF members who came to Tally Days held signs they had made the
night before. It was a great end to Tally Days. Photo to the left is Mary Duda and Betty Gissendanner, our Region VII Chair. By Mary Duda

Our Daily Bread Food Pantry
Please remember those less fortunate than ourselves with the food bank.
Last month’s total was 32 pounds.
Don’t forget to donate to Healthy Start and The Bethesda House. They too are in need year round too.

8

DEMOCRATIC WOMEN’S CLUB OF MANATEE CLUB OFFICERS/LEADERS 2016-2017

OTHER OFFICERS

ELECTED OFFICERS
President

941-758-4610

Patty Benson

pattybenson43@gmail.com

1st VP (Programs)

941-758-4610

Pat Benson

pattybenson43@gmail.com

Sharon Davie

941-792-9580

2nd VP (Membership)

samrosey@tampabay.rr.com

Recording Secretary

941-264-5355

Rachel Young

racheloung101@tampabay.rr.com

Treasurer

941– 402-213- 0769

Joanie LeBaron

joanielabaron0108@gmail.com

Regional Representative

941.-748-8536

Mary Bass

marygbass@gmail.com

Fund-Raising

Pat Benson 941-758-4610
pattybenson43@gmail.com

Hospitality/
Calling

Sandra Gander 941-758-7187
san.gander@gmail.com

Candidate
Search

Vicki Waters 941-753-9741
vwaters@earthlink.net

Parliamentarian

Fay Murphy 941-758-5140
faymurph@aol.com

Web Master

Jeanne Yeagle 941-755-7426
yeagluce@verizon.net

Newsletter and
Directory

Brian Heavrin 941-545-5788
blh3011@gmail.com

Environmental and Mary Duda 941-708-0713
Legislative Liasion mcmduda@aol.com
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Corresponding
Secretary

Vicki Wayman 941-567-6695
VickiWaman@tampabay.rr.com

Bylaws Chair

Mary Duda 941-708-0713
mcmduda@aol.com

Manatee County Democratic Women’s Club
6403 Heritage Lane
Bradenton, FL 34209

PLACE
STAMP
HERE

Elected Officials
CONTACT OUR ELECTED OFFICIALS

OUR FLORIDA SENATORS

PRESIDENT
Barack Obama (D)
www.whitehouse.gov

202-456-1414
(switchboard) 202-456-1111

U.S. SENATORS

Darryl Rouson (D-Distr. 19)

850-487-5019

Rouson.Darryl@flsenate.gov

727-822-6828

Bill Galvano (R-Distr. 21)

850-487-5026

Galvano.Bill.web@flsenate.gov

941-741-3401

OUR FLORIDA REPRESENTATIVES

Bill Nelson (D)
www.BillNelson.senate.gov

202-224-5274
813-225-7040

Marco Rubio (R)
www.MarcoRubio.senate.gov

202-224-3041
813-287-5035

Wengay Newton (D-Distr. 70)

850-717-5070

newt@newthd70.com
Jim Boyd (R-Distr. 71)

941-708-4968

Jim.Boyd@8myfloridahouse.gov
U.S. REPRESENTATIVES
Vern Buchanan (R-Distr. 16)

202-225-5015

www.Buchanan.house.gov
Tom Rooney (R- Distr. 17)

941-747-9081
202-205-5792

www.Rooney.house.gov

941-575-9101

Joe Gruters (R-Distr. 73)
joegruters@gmail.com

GOVERNOR
Rick Scott (R)
850-488-7146
www.flgov.com/contact-gov-scott/email-the governor
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941-914-2004

