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[bookmark: _Hlk191395563]“Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” (2 Corinthians 1:2, NRSVUE) (2) Amen.
Oh, what a different reality we live in as it is hard to believe that we have already reached February. I feel like it was just yesterday that we were holding candles and singing Silent Night together. I really do feel like Christmas and the celebration of the birth of Jesus Christ was just a few days ago, and yet we have heard so many stories from scripture since then and time has managed to surely continue flying by. It is even more awkward to think that we are rapidly approaching Ash Wednesday and Lent, with Easter being right around the corner. However, regardless of where we are at in the year, or where we are at in our story, I sure am glad that we are gathered to explore and experience it all together. So, thank you for being here and joining me along through this continued journey in scripture today.
With all that being said, and again as I am reminded how quickly just this past week slipped away to close off the month, I feel like all I was doing was Research, Research, Research. It first started with actually reading the Gospel text as I began building the bulletins for Brookdale and Holy Spirit. I then gathered what I wanted or had even hoped to read over the course of the week. Then, I got an email request to proofread Vicar Ken’s Sermon and provide some feedback. In addition, another one of my colleagues posted his sermon early for all of us to review and give feedback as well. So, there was a lot of reading material, and a lot for me to consider, as I came to a decision on what I felt might need to be heard or explored as we arrived at these all too familiar Beatitudes. You know, those very same Beatitudes that I am rather certain we have all heard, questioned, or have even studied more than a time or two in our respective faith journeys. Yet we also continue to be humbled and continue to revisit them every so often for a purpose. I also believe there is a reason there is a second or alternative set of them located in the Gospel of Luke that we explore at another time as well.
So, as I pressed on in my research some thoughts or questions that came to mind ranged from… How am I going to make this different or interesting at this time and in this space? How am I going to make this relevant to today and the world that we actually live in? How am I not going to confuse you or myself with the intended message and purpose of these Beatitudes in Matthew and not just blend them together somehow with the ones I just spoke of from Luke? Let alone… How am I not going to go overboard or miss the very Grace and Blessing that these Beatitudes undeniably delivered to the very first listeners, and to those of us listening to this very day as well?
Alright! Are you ready? Well… not so fast! Let’s pump the proverbial brakes here a little bit before we rush forward as I want to refocus a little on last week. At the end of our Gospel Reading a very valid point was made that we should not just gloss over. As a matter of fact, I know that I even informed you that verse was not just thrown in there by mistake. Jillian Nelson did a fabulous job drawing that out and reflecting on it in her Commentary on Working Preacher. She offered, “We know that Jesus is a teacher and a healer because the Sermon on the Mount follows a summary statement of Jesus’ activity: “Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and curing every disease and every sickness among the people” (4:23).” (5) What a summary statement and a reminder we have here before we just push through these incredible Beatitudes! Yes, this is also a reminder that we are looking at what to many at times is the dreaded Sermon on the Mount.
So, what I want to remind you of and slow down for, is so that we all come into the very same realization that Jesus was indeed extending way more than meets the eye here. Jesus of course went up on a mountain. He did not do this to simply be above the people or to remind them of his status, but to have them recall the time where Moses did the same thing as he received the ten commandments from God. However, now this was God in the flesh with us. This was God acting similarly yet the same, yet instead of delivering the law Jesus delivered observation. Jesus confirmed who and what he saw right in front of him. Then, Jesus provided peace and reassurance, healing and comfort, happiness and grace through these very words that we have heard today. 
However, one may really wonder or ask how exactly that is so because this list sure does not seem like any of those things have been delivered or offered. As a matter of fact, it almost seems like the list is an indictment or the complete alternative of wonderful things at times. Yet, this is precisely where I remind you all, and even myself, that Jesus completely flips the script on any conventional thought process we have. Jesus reminds us that there is beauty in the broken, and that he is always present with and alongside of all of us, and not just some of us, and not just sometimes. God in the flesh, God in the Spirit, is, and was, and will always be along with the people. That is no matter when we feel overwhelmed or frustrated, sad or angry, defeated or persecuted by everyone and everything that is going on in front of us, or even in our own minds. That is no matter when we are praising God or questioning God, that is no matter when we are hopeful or hopeless. 
As Christians we are always found in the humblest of all positions when you think about it. For we are forever present at the foot of the cross. It is there where our expectations are reoriented time and time again. It is there where we have been delivered numerous times. It is there where we come to realize that divine blessing is indeed ours even when we would most least likely expect it to ever be. Oh, what a different reality we live in when we truly open our minds and hearts as we come to hear and receive the very gift of the Beatitudes and all that they deliver. Let alone all that they deliver in a completely different manner precisely the way that was intended. It is then that we realize that they are unlike any other gift that we have received before. It is then that we realize that this gift continues to be one that we can reopen or revisit time and time again as we continue to dive into them through scripture and research. It provides us with a list which includes all people, all things, and glorifies us not in the good or the bad, but glorifies God for what he has already done for us, and reminds us of the price he has paid. Furthermore, it also reminds us that God will even bless those that we do not expect, even like that very man who hung next to him in the final hour who made such a simple yet life changing request.
So, this means we need to quit being out there qualifying who we might share the message with in word or deed. That means we need to treat everyone equally whether we desire to or not. That means that Christ is and has always been at work in and through us. That is why he even speaks of a childlike faith, for coming to God can be so simple, yet we often make it way more complicated than it truly is. Jesus in this list of Beatitudes has thrown every qualification aside, and he has reminded every single one of us that we are called in a completely backwards and upside-down radical way!
Now, do you see why we revisit this time and time again throughout our lectionary cycle? Oh, what a different reality it is living with and in our Triune God knowing that we are accepted no matter how strong or how beaten up and broken we are. For without God delivering the law, without God coming down to us and making this observation and doing all that Jesus did, and without God being in and of the Spirit forever with us it is scary to realize where we might end up for eternity. I do not want to imagine the alternative, and I allow the Beatitudes to humble me and yet remind me that Jesus will always be calling the least of these, and all of us, and thanks be to God for that!
Amen.














Matthew 5:1-12
     Jesus opens the Sermon on the Mount by naming those who are blessed in the 
     reign of God.

     1 When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and after he sat down, 
     his disciples came to him. 2 And he began to speak and taught them, saying:
       3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
       4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.
       5 “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.
       6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 
             for they will be filled.
       7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.
       8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.
       9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.
     10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness, 
             for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
     11 “Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all 
             kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for 
             your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the 
             prophets who were before you.”
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