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Matthew 3:1–12
7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for his baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 8 Therefore, bear fruit worthy of repentance, 9 and do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor,’ for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 10 Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; therefore every tree that does not bear good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire. 11I baptize you with water for repentance, but the one who is coming after me is more powerful than I, and I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. . . 
13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. 14 John would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” 15 But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. 16 And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw God’s Spirit descending like a dove and alighting on him. 17 And a voice from the heavens said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.”

This shows us how the prophet, the Baptizer John, preached. He was memorable, fiery, and sometimes confrontational, but utterly sincere and honest. His words are replicated in all four gospels. Jesus is his kinsman, probably what we would call a second or third cousin, so he knows Jesus, but probably hasn’t seen much of him lately. However, he seems to know a lot about his cousin, even that “He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire” (3:12), the fire of spiritual power. 
John seems to gain prophetic insight at this moment. He knows that Jesus is righteous and pure, so much so that John says he himself ought to be baptized by Jesus. But Jesus says to go ahead with it as though he were anybody else, “for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness” (3:15). It’s not obvious what that means, and he doesn’t explain, so I’m going to attempt to explain it.
It was necessary for the Incarnate Word to live a life as a human being, to experience what we experience in an earth life. Thus does the Son really know, first-hand, what we, his children, go through, “for in all ways was he tested as we are, but without sin” (Heb 4:15). But I think it was also necessary for people to see that he was experiencing what they experienced. Here they see him doing what every devout Jew was doing, going through the baptism of repentance, even though he had nothing of which he needed to repent. So in his case, repentance was not the point, but the sharing of human experience was. That can be called fulfilling. Jesus lived through every stage of human life except old age. He fulfilled a human life, he drank the cup all the way to the bottom.
And this is righteous. It is right that God should know, first-hand, what a human life can be like. God has created us all and through his Son he experiences our lives, our joys, and our sorrows. Jesus knew love and friendship; hard work; the commingling with honest and dishonest people; the teamwork of going about saving souls with his disciples; the momentary glory of the Transfiguration; the disappointment of being misunderstood by his own family and even by the apostles he was teaching; and finally the injustice of being railroaded by the priesthood of his people. It was right that the Son of God should learn so much about humanity, and do so much work for people. Everywhere he went, he went about doing good.
[bookmark: _Hlk215898347][bookmark: _Hlk215903980]So when he finally came to the end of his earth life on the cross he could truly say “It is finished” (John 19:30). And here, on the banks of the river Jordan, he can say “let us fulfill all righteousness.” I can imagine him standing in the water not just with John, but with the whole line of prophets from Moses to Malachi, standing behind the prophet John. By receiving John’s baptism, he was showing respect to the whole prophetic line, but he was also taking a hand-off from the prophets, and he would take it from there. It had been the age of the prophets; now begins the age of the Son, with its new teaching about God as a loving and merciful Father. Today we all know of grace and love and of the kingdom within us. In a way he is completing the whole faith-journey of the Jewish people, carrying forward the moral work of the prophets, expressing the beauty of the psalms, thus culminating the first phase of the spiritual history of the world. When Jesus came up from the water, the Spirit descended upon him, and a heavenly voice said “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.”
There will be Christian prophets in the church now and in the future, but they are following in the line of Jesus, not the line of Moses. Here at the Jordan River, the Son has arisen. A new age has begun.
Today let the Word flow through you, let the love of the Father and the Son resonate in your words and actions. Let the circle be unbroken; bring heaven to earth through you. You are a part of God’s plan. You are loved.

