
NEW HORIZONS COMPOSER COMPETITION 
The NSSO New Horizons Composer Competition recognizes rising metropolitan 
New York area young composers between the ages of 18 and 30, who are  
looking for opportunities for public performances of their works.  

ELIGIBLE AGES: 18-30 

RESIDENCE REQUIREMENT: This competition is open to all residing in Nassau, Suffolk, and the 5 
Boroughs of New York, or studying at an institution within these areas 

FEES: FREE 

AWARD: Public performance of winning composition by the NSSO where the awardee is 
recognized, plus a recording of the concert. 4 complimentary tickets to concert. 

COMPOSITION GUIDELINES: 
FORMAT: Compositions should be for the traditional orchestral complement and be between 
10 and 15 minutes in length. 

MEDIUM: Traditional manuscript of the entire work, and either a MIDI realization (provided via 
dropbox or other digital transfer method, or on CD or USB drive) or CD recording of the work 
submitted required. 

COMPOSITIONS WILL BE EVALUATED ON THE FOLLOWING: Melody, Harmony, Rhythm, Style, 
Form, Instrumentation, Labeling, Notation, Musicality  

THE PANEL OF JUDGES INCLUDE: Music professionals, including composers, performers, 
conductors, and teachers 

SUBMISSION DEADLINES: All submissions must be post-marked by January 31, 2020. The 
winner will be announced no later than April 15, 2020.  

SUBMISSION GUIDELINES: 
1) Each submission must include:

• a completed Entry Form

• a printed full score. Computer formatted scores preferred

• a computer MIDI realization (provided on CD or USB drive) or CD recording
2) Each applicant may submit only one work for consideration
3) Compositions must fulfill the formatting and medium requirements listed above
4) Compositions must be wholly original works composed by the applicant
5) Works requiring amplification, computer, tape, or CD are not eligible
6) Composer’s name should not appear on the score. Scores should be identified by pseudonym
7) Applicants who would like materials returned to them should include a stamped, self-
addressed envelope
8) The winner must supply printed orchestra parts and conductor’s score for performance no 
later than August 15, 2020.



NEW HORIZONS COMPOSER COMPETITION ENTRY FORM 
2019-2020 Competition  

Submission Deadline: received or postmarked by January 31, 2020.

PLEASE RETURN THIS COMPLETED APPLICATION FORM TO:  

Friends of NSSO 
Attn: New Horizons Composers Competition 
PO Box 419 
Greenvale, NY 11548-0419 

PLEASE PRINT 

Name ___________________________________ Pseudonym___________________________________ 

Address ______________________________________________________________________________  

City _____________________________________________   State _______   ZIP ___________________  

Telephone (_______)____________________________________________________________________ 

E-mail address ____________________________________ Age_____ Date of Birth _____/_____/_____

Current School ________________________________________________________________________  

Length of piece (minutes) _______________________________________________________________  

Title of composition ____________________________________________________________________  

Instrumentation _______________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Signature ___________________________________________________ Date _____________________ 

How did you hear about the competition? __________________________________________________  

TEACHER CERTIFICATION (if applicable) (please print)  
I, the undersigned, do hereby certify that (student’s name) _____________________________________ 
is now my student and that I am familiar with the composition being submitted for this competition. I 
further submit that, to the best of my knowledge, the composition being submitted is an original work, 
and that its submission is approved by me.  

Name ___________________________________ E-mail _______________________________________ 

Signature ___________________________________________________ Date _____________________ 




