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Dr. Dana N. Thompson Dorsey is the David C. Anchin Endowed
Chair in Education Innovation, Director of the David C. Anchin Center for the Advancement of Teaching, and an Associate Professor of
Educational Leadership and Policy Studies at the University of South
Florida. Her research and teaching focuses on education law and
policy issues, as well as critical race studies. Specifically, Dr.
Thompson Dorsey critically examines federal, state, and local education laws and policies, as well as PreK-20 school and university
practices, and how they influence equity, access, and opportunity for
historically minoritized students and communities. Her research focuses primarily on issues related to school segregation, school disci- March Guest Speaker
pline and school-to-prison-pipeline, race-based admissions policies
Dr. Dana N. Dorsey
in higher education, school choice policies, as well as implicit bias
and culturally responsive school policies and practices
Moreover, Dr. Thompson Dorsey designs and conducts professional development programming for school districts and other organizations on racial equity and culturally proficient policies and practices. She is published in numerous leading education journals, and she has received grant funding from the Spencer and Gates Foundations for her research.

Democratic Women's Club of Manatee County

Annual Marge Kinnan and Shirley Snyder Scholarship
Luncheon and Silent Auction Will Be Held at
Palm Aire Country Club
Tuesday, March 8th, 2022 11:00 AM With Music,
Fashion, and Political Speaker
Please make your reservations and meal choice by March
3rd.

Meal Choices are Chicken Milanese with wild Rice,
Arugula and Tomato .........Pan Roasted Salmon with
Green Beans and Rice Pilaf .........Vegetarian: Pasta
Primavera with Lemon Cream Sauce
Call Joanie LeBaron at 941.243.0169
Cost: $45.00 per person
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March President’s Letter
These are difficult times for the Democrats elected to serve in the Florida
Legislature – and that’s an understatement. No matter how diligent we are,
how well we articulate our positions, how discriminatory a proposal might be,
we seem to accomplish nothing. Sooner or later Independents and some
Republicans will begin to recognize the restrictions this Legislature is placing
on how they, as individuals, live. Florida is not a dictatorship or a monarchy,
yet. How long, I wonder, will it take people to realize that’s where this state is
going and I wonder when it will become illegal to voice an opposing opinion.
Please, please join the fight to keep our state free. Hmm…maybe I’d better get a passport so I
won’t get stopped at the Florida border.
Joanie LeBaron

'Defeated Fauci-ism': Florida issues new
COVID mask guidelines that 'buck' CDC
A day after his state surgeon general was confirmed along
party lines by the Florida Senate, Gov. Ron DeSantis
Thursday announced a new statewide mask policy that he
claims "bucks CDC policy."
The news release and tweet proclaiming the new guidelines
seemed to coincide with his barnstorming speech at the annual Conservative Political Action Conference (CPAC) convention: Florida had "defeated Fauciism," he said — a jab at Dr. Anthony Fauci, the chief medical advisor to President Joseph Biden.
"People want to live freely in Florida without corporate masking creating a two-tier society, overbearing isolation for their children, and their health care practitioners having the freedom to follow
science, not outdated and politicized guidance,” DeSantis tweeted.
In the news release, the governor said Florida was “empowering health care practitioners to follow
science, not Fauci’s status quo.”
The jabs at Fauci during his CPAC speech to stand up to the "Brandon administration" pointed to
the mounting speculation that Florida's governor has his eyes on a run for president in 2024.
The announcement is consistent with long-expressed views on masks that both the governor and
the state's surgeon general, Dr. Joseph Ladapo, share. They've banned mask mandates in
schools and DeSantis has said for weeks that cloth masks are not effective against the COVID-19
virus.
DeSantis has been building up to this announcement for weeks, criticizing corporations for requiring workers to wear masks when customers go maskless.

Just two weeks ago, while visiting Fort Walton Beach to tout the state's visitor numbers, DeSantis
announced a proposed workers' bill of rights to release them from mask requirements: “Liberate
your employees from forced masking requirements,” he said.
BY: Jeffrey Schweers, Yahoo News
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Fentrice Driskell’s bill addressing
abandoned Black cemeteries will
head to House floor

mittee stop, 45 more unmarked cemeteries,
four of which are Black cemeteries, were found
throughout Tampa Bay.

“There was a time in our state when even cemeteries were segregated. Historically, African
American cemeteries were not subject to the
same regulations and upkeep as their counterparts,” Driskell said. “Moreover, the lands on
which these cemeteries were contained were
Driskell’s Abandoned African American Cemeter- sometimes sold without any regard to who was
ies bill (HB 1215) cleared its final panel with a
buried there and sometimes even buildings or
stop in the House State Affairs Committee and roads or parking lots were built on top of them.”
will now head to the House floor. The bill creates
an Office of Historic Cemeteries within the Divi- Last Session, HB 37, creating the Abandoned
sion of Historical Resources. The office would
African American Cemeteries Task Force,
focus on the coordination of research, repair,
was passed and signed into law. The task force
restoration and maintenance efforts at abanmet several times leading up to this year’s Legisdoned Black cemeteries, but would extend to all lative Session to study the extent of the issue. It
historic cemeteries as
came up with a 200-page
well.
report addressing forgotten cemeteries and how
The bill seeks to staff the
the state can move foroffice with three full-time
ward honoring and preemployees at an estimatserving their legacies. It
ed cost of $200,000 per
also puts in place a
year. The bill also seeks
mechanism to prevent
funding for grants to pay
development atop redisfor some of that work and
covered cemeteries.
creates an Abandoned
African American Ceme“People that don’t underteries Advisory Council.
stand
the
traditions
around burials can often
“What’s really cool about
destroy things that are
the Office of Historic Cemeteries is that it will important
to
understanding
heritage,”
serve all communities but will have a specific Rep. Cyndi Stevenson said. “I think it’s really
emphasis to handle the delicate issues around important.”
African American cemeteries,” Driskell said. “It
will be a great office and addition for our state.”
And the Legislature’s newest member,
Rep. Daryl Campbell, said voting on the bill held
Driskell’s work started in 2019 following a Tampa added significance during the closing days of
Bay Times investigation that led to the discov- Black History Month.
ery of hundreds of forgotten graves under a
Tampa public housing development. The ceme- “Thinking about the ramifications as far as what it
tery, Zion, was one of the first Black cemeteries can do for some of the families looking back on
in Tampa. It was built in 1901 and by 1929 had
their history and getting some closure on where
been systematically erased from city records, al- they came from and where their family members
lowing the land to be developed with no regard
might be buried,” he said. “This is an amazing
for the dead buried there. Soon, other forgotten bill.”
cemeteries meant to house Tampa’s Black resiSen. Janet Cruz has sponsored companion legdents were rediscovered.
islation in the Senate.
On the same day HB 1215 cleared its last com- BY: Daniel Figueroa IV, Florida Politics
Rep. Fentrice Driskell Wednesday came one
step closer to realizing the fruition of three years’
hard work and a racial reckoning nearly a century in the making.
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Women’s History Month

National Women’s History Week in March until
1987 when Congress passed Public Law 100-9,
Every year, March is designated Women’s Histo- designating March as “Women’s History Month.”
ry Month by presidential proclamation. The
Between 1988 and 1994, Congress passed addimonth is set aside to honor women’s contributional resolutions requesting and authorizing the
tions in American history.
President to proclaim March of each year as
Women’s History Month. Since 1995, each presiDid You Know? Women’s History Month
dent has issued an annual proclamations desigstarted as Womnating the month of
en’s History
From the first settlers
March as “Women’s
Week . . .
who came to our
History Month.”
shores, from the first
Women’s History
The National WomMonth began as a
American Indian famien’s History Alliance
local celebration in
selects and publishlies who befriended
Santa Rosa, Calithem, men and women es the yearly theme.
fornia. The EducaThe theme for Womhave worked together to en's History Month in
tion Task Force of
the Sonoma County
build this nation. Too
2021 captures the
(California) Comspirit of these chaloften the women were unsung and sometimes their
mission on the Stalenging times. Since
contributions went unnoticed. But the achievements,
tus of Women
many of the women's
leadership, courage, strength and love of the women
planned and exesuffrage centennial
cuted a “Women’s
who built America was as vital as that of the men
celebrations originalHistory Week” cele- whose names we know so well.
ly scheduled for
bration in 1978. The
2020 were curtailed,
organizers selected -President Jimmy Carter
the National Womthe week of March
en's History Alliance
8 to correspond
is extending the annual theme for 2021
with International Women’s Day. The movement to "Valiant Women of the Vote: Refusing to
spread across the country as other communities Be Silenced.
initiated their own Women’s History Week celebrations the following year.
Source: Women’s History Month Museum
In 1980, a consortium of women’s groups and
historians—led by the National Women’s History
Project (now the National Women's History Alliance)—successfully lobbied for national recognition. In February 1980, President Jimmy Carter
issued the first Presidential Proclamation declaring the Week of March 8th 1980 as National
Women’s History Week.

Want to learn more about Women’s History
Month? Watch this video taking you through
the years from it’s origin to the present

WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH

Subsequent Presidents continued to proclaim a

7th Annual Manatee Pride Festival will take place
on the 5th March 2022, at the beautiful downtown Bradenton
Riverwalk from noon to 5 p.m.

Manatee Pride is a fund raiser, and all proceeds benefit ALSO
YOUTH, providing Advocacy, Leadership, Support and outreach
for LGBTQ youth in Sarasota and Manatee Counties and dedicated to supporting, affirming, encouraging, enabling and empowering all LGBTQ youth.
The DWC of Manatee County will have a booth at the festival and we encourage everyone
to attend.
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More LGBTQ+ People are running
for Congress in 2022 than
ever before

ties.

“While LGBTQ candidates are significantly more
diverse than U.S. candidates overall, we must
continue to break down barriers LGBTQ people
More than 100 openly LGBTQ+ people anof color, women and trans people face when
nounced Congressional bids this year – the most running for office,” she said.
in U.S. history.
About 41 percent of LGBTQ+ Congressional
At least 101 out LGBTQ+ candidates ran or are candidates this year are also people of color –
currently running for a U.S. Senate seat or
an increase of nearly 60 percent over 2020. The
House seat this year, a 16 percent increase over number of transgender candidates has also douthe 2020 election cycle, when 87 people
bled from 2020 – from five to 10 – and the
ran, according to a new tally from the LGBTQ+
amount of candidates who do not identify as cisVictory Fund, which advocates for equitable rep- gender is up 70 percent over the last election
resentation in government.
cycle.
There were 96 openly
LGBTQ+ Congressional
candidates with active
campaigns as of February
21, according to the Victory
Fund, including eight running for the Senate and 88
for the House.

Gallup data published last week
showed the number of LGBTQ+
people in the U.S. had doubled
over the last decade,
now accounting for 7.1 percent
of the population. But the pace
at which LGBTQ+ officials are
elected continues to lag behind actual population
growth, and nearly 36,000 more LGBTQ+ people
Sixteen of those candidates are running in com- would need to be elected to public office nationpetitive districts that will determine control of the wide to achieve parity, the Victory Fund said last
House, and three are running Senate races in
week.
key swing states, the Victory Fund said.
As it stands now, just over 1,000 elected officials
In Congress’ 232-year history, only 17 out
in the U.S. identify as openly LGBTQ+, repreLGBTQ+ people have won U.S. House seats
senting just 0.2 percent of all people in elected
and just two have been elected to the Senate.
positions.
“The 2022 midterm elections are poised to be a But that could soon change. Nine months out
significant step towards equitable representafrom the midterms, more than 90 percent of
tion, with a historic number of out LGBTQ people LGBTQ+ voters in a recent poll from the
running for Congress and the most racially and LGBTQ+ media advocacy group GLAAD said
ethnically diverse candidate slate in history,” Vic- they were motivated to vote, and nearly half of
tory Fund President and CEO Annise Parker –
those surveyed said they were more motivated
formerly the mayor of Houston – said in a
to vote in 2022 than they were in the 2020 Presiemailed statement.
dential election.
Parker added that while the “rainbow wave”
gains momentum and more voters recognize the
importance of electing leaders that “reflect the
diversity of America,” there is still work to be
done in clearing a path to public office for minori-

It’s almost certainly not a coincidence that the
increase comes as more than 260 antiLGBTQ+ bills are being considered in legislatures in all 50 states.

Marjory Taylor Greene’s Stupid Quote of the Day
"I

am told that Nancy Pelosi tells Hillary Clinton several times a month that 'we
need another school shooting' in order to persuade the public to want strict gun
control,"
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GOP Senator Blasts Tucker
Carlson’s Pro-Russia Rhetoric: ‘We
Side’ With Democracies
While criticizing Fox News star Tucker Carlson
for questioning why the United States should
support Ukraine amid increasing tensions with
Russia, Sen. James Risch (R-ID) said on Sunday that “we side always with countries that are
democracies.”
In a display of bipartisanship, Risch—
the ranking member of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee—appeared
alongside committee chairman Sen.
Bob Menendez (D-NJ) on Sunday
morning’s broadcast of CNN’s State of
the Union.
The two lawmakers first revealed on
the program that they are close to finalizing legislation to impose economic sanctions on Russia if the country
invades neighboring Ukraine. “There is
an incredible bipartisan resolve for
support of Ukraine and an incredibly
strong bipartisan resolve to have severe consequences for Russia if it invades Ukraine and for
some cases what it has already done,” Menendez said at one point.
Eventually, anchor Dana Bash pointed out
that some conservatives are not eager to defend Ukraine, even as Russian troops steadily
amass along its border. Carlson, she noted, has
been especially outspoken on the matter.
“Why is it disloyal to side with Russia but loyal
to side with Ukraine?” the Fox News host declared last week. And last month, Carlson
claimed that Vladimir Putin just “wants to keep
his western border secure” and it’s why it
“makes sense” for the Russian president to oppose Ukraine joining NATO.

congressional Republicans on the issue of
Ukraine and Russia.
“Well, I think, first of all, when you have a country like Ukraine which wants to move west and
look towards western values, that is a democracy,” he proclaimed. “We side always with countries that are democracies.”
Risch further claimed that those “who are saying
we shouldn’t be engaged in this at all are going
to be singing a very different tune” when gasoline prices go up if Russia does invade Ukraine.
“There are going to be sanctions that
will be crippling to Russia,” the conservative lawmaker continued. “It’s going to cripple their oil production, and
as we all know, Russia is simply a gas
station that is masquerading as a
country. It’s going to have a devastating effect on the economy around the
world when it comes to the price of
gasoline.”
Risch concluded: “If you’re someone
that doesn’t care about the price of
gasoline or oil, that’s fine, but if you do
have a concern about the quality of life
for people all over the world, this is something
always you have to consider. And you always
have to take these things into consideration,
particularly when you’re sympathetic and trying
to help democratic countries.”
Carlson, for his part, has brushed off and
mocked the criticism that he is spouting proPutin propaganda—even as Russian media relentlessly promotes him and lawmakers are inundated with calls from Carlson’s viewers spouting his anti-Ukraine talking points.
“I don’t care, if that’s the question,” he
told The New York Times last week. “I’ve never
been to Russia, I don’t speak Russian. Of
course I’m not an agent of Russia.”

After airing a clip of Carlson’s pro-Putin remarks, Bash turned to Risch for reaction while
also noting the Idaho senator is “one of the top”
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Carlson added: “I’m just amused by the idea of
defending the territorial integrity of a country
most Americans can’t identify on Google Maps.”
BY: JUSTIN BARAGONA, Daily Beast
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Now that we are meeting in person again, please remember our
charities, The Daily Bread, Healthy Start, and The Bethesda
House. The Daily Bread needs our food contributions, such as
dried beans, oatmeal, canned meats and vegetables, cereal and
more. Healthy Start needs baby supplies for struggling Mothers
such as diapers, formula, powder, and clothing to name just a
few. The Bethesda House is in need of toiletries for both men
and women. Please be generous to these wonderful organizations by bringing your donations to
our luncheon. Together we can make a difference.

Should Floridians Have The Right To
Film Law Enforcement?
George Floyd. Rodney King. Laquan MacDonald.
You probably recognize these names because of videos showing law
enforcement officers acting illegally. In many cases, it was only video
footage contradicting police statements or provided by citizens or body
cams that brought these cases to light.

According to the ACLU of Florida, the courts have held that individuals
have “a First Amendment right, subject to reasonable time, manner
and place restrictions, to photograph or videotape police conduct.” It also held that individuals
have “the right to gather information about what public officials do on public property, and specifically, a right to record matters of public interest.” Importantly, this right has been upheld by the
Court in instances where an individual was recording police activity during a protest.
But a new bill in the Florida House of Representatives would make it illegal to approach a cop
within 30 feet if the officer warns the person not to do so, effectively criminalizing the filming of law
enforcement at any close proximity.
The legislation, filed by Rep. Alex Rizo (R–Hialeah), would make it unlawful to "interrupt, disrupt,
hinder, impede, or interfere" with a police officer within that radius. It would also criminalize
"indirect[] harass[ment]." Whether or not someone crosses that line would be up to the discretion
of the officer, and would be punished by a $500 fine and up to 60 days in jail.
Source: Opportunity For All Floridians

In celebration of Women’s History Month please enjoy this video by Alicia Keys preforming
“SuperWomen” and then watch a humorous parody of Trump’s accounting firm’s separation from
the Trump Organization entitled “Dumped By Your Accounting Firm? Call Manston &
Manston” from the Late Show with Stephen Colbert.
DUMPED BY YOUR
ACCOUNTING FIRM?

SUPERWOMAN
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DEMOCRATIC WOMEN’S CLUB OF MANATEE COUNTY OFFICERS/LEADERS 2018-2019

OTHER OFFICERS

ELECTED OFFICERS
President
Joanie LeBaron

Pat Benson
pattybeenutty@gmail.com

Hospitality/
Calling

Open

Candidate
Search

Vicki Waters
vwaters@earthlink.net

Parliamentarian

Fay Murphy
faymurph@aol.com

Web Master

Jeanne Yeagle
yeagluce@verizon.net

Newsletter and
Directory

Brian Heavrin
blh3011@gmail.com

Environmental

Mary Bass
marygbass@gmail.com

joanielebaron0108@gmail.com

1st VP (Programs)
Ellie Billops

elbill2000@gmail.com

2nd VP (Membership)
Christine Fletcher

cfletcher19521952@gmail.com

Recording Secretary
Patti Boynton

pboynton5@gmail.com

Treasurer
Nancy Hadley

hadleyn1@iclloud.com

Regional Representative

Mary Duda

Fund-Raising

Legislative Liaison Patty Benson
pattybeenutty@gmail.com

mcmduda@aol.com

Website Links

Corresponding
Secretary

Mary Duda
mcmduda@aol.com

Bylaws Chair

Fay Murphy
faymurph@aol.com

DWC of Manatee County Website
Manatee County Democratic Website
Democratic Women’s Club of Florida
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Manatee County Democratic Women’s Club
6403 Heritage Lane
Bradenton, FL 34209

PLACE
STAMP
HERE

FOR IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER
Most Democrat Clubs and Caucuses have canceled their
meetings or are having zoom meetings. To check status,
times, and dates of events and club meetings, please visit our
Manatee County Democratic website at
www.ManateeDemocrats.com.

Elected Officials
CONTACT OUR ELECTED OFFICIALS

OUR FLORIDA SENATORS

PRESIDENT
Joseph Bidden
www.whitehouse.gov

Jim Boyd (R-Distr. 21)
switchboard) 202-456-1111

Boyd.Jim.web@flsenate.gov

U.S. SENATORS
Rick Scott (R)
help@rickscott.senate.gov

850.487.5026

OUR FLORIDA REPRESENTATIVES
Michele Rayner (D-Distr.70)

(202) 224-5274

727.892.2468

Rayner.Michele@myfloridahouse.gov
Marco Rubio (R)
www.MarcoRubio.senate.gov

202-224-3041
813-287-5035

Will Robinson (R-Distr. 71)
Will.robinson@myfloridahouse.gov

U.S. REPRESENTATIVES
Vern Buchanan (R-Distr. 16)
www.Buchanan.house.gov

202-225-5015
941-747-9081

Tommy Gregory (R-Distr. 73)
Tommy.gregory@myfloridahouse.gov

GOVERNOR
Ron DeSantis (R)

941.708.4968

850-717-9337

www.flgov.com/email-the-governor/

10

941.708.5660

