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INTRODUCTION TO THE THEMES OF THE DAY
In today’s second reading Paul questions why we judge one another, since
we all stand before the judgment of God. Yet we do sin against one
another, and Jesus’ challenge that we forgive seventy-seven times reveals
God’s boundless mercy. When we hear the words of forgiveness in worship
and sign ourselves with the cross, we are renewed in baptism to be signs
of reconciliation in the world.

THE GATHERING
Gather in prayer and prepare to receive God’s Word.
WELCOME
PRELUDE
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of creation.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Faithful God,
have mercy on us. We confess that we are captive to sin and
cannot free ourselves. We turn from your loving embrace
and go our own ways. We pass judgment on one another
before examining ourselves. We place our own needs before
those of our neighbors. We keep your gift of salvation to
ourselves. Make us humble, cast away our transgressions,
and turn us again to life in you through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.
God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his death and
resurrection, Christ has made us his own. Hear the truth that God
proclaims: Your sins are forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ. Led by the
Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness to do God’s work in the world.
Amen.

The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Let us pray. O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain
of forgiveness. Replace our hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore
you, that we may delight in doing your will, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

THE WORD
We several scriptures each Sunday. The Old Testament parallels the
themes of the Gospel reading. The New Testament is chosen from the
earliest letters of the church.
FIRST READING: Genesis 50:15-21
After Jacob’s death the brothers of Joseph begged for forgiveness for the
crime they had done against him. You intended to do me harm, Joseph
said, but God used this as an opportunity to do good and save many lives.

15Realizing

that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if
Joseph still bears a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the
wrong that we did to him?” 16So they approached Joseph, saying, “Your
father gave this instruction before he died, 17‘Say to Joseph: I beg you,
forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.’
Now therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the God of your
father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18Then his brothers also wept,
fell down before him, and said, “We are here as your slaves.” 19But Joseph
said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of God? 20Even though
you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in order to
preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. 21So have no fear; I
myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In this way he reassured
them, speaking kindly to them.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 119

SECOND READING: Romans 14:1-12
This Christian community has significant struggles with diversity. Here
Paul helps us understand that despite different practices in worship and
personal piety, we do not judge one another. All Christians belong to the
Lord Jesus Christ who died for all of us and will judge each of us.

1Welcome

those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling
over opinions. 2Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only
vegetables. 3Those who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those
who abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat; for God has
welcomed them. 4Who are you to pass judgment on servants of another? It
is before their own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for
the Lord is able to make them stand.
5Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all
days to be alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. 6Those who
observe the day, observe it in honor of the Lord. Also those who eat, eat in
honor of the Lord, since they give thanks to God; while those who abstain,

abstain in honor of the Lord and give thanks to God.
7We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 8If we live,
we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we
live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 9For to this end Christ died and
lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living.
10Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do
you despise your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the
judgment seat of God. 11For it is written,
“As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me,
and every tongue shall give praise to God.”
12So then, each of us will be accountable to God.
Word of God, Word of life.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL Matthew 18:21-35
By tradition, we stand during the readings of the Gospels, remembering
that they speak of Christ, who is the center of our faith.

When Peter asks about the limits of forgiveness, Jesus responds with a
parable that suggests human forgiveness should mirror the unlimited
mercy of God.

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

21Peter

came and said to [Jesus], “Lord, if another member of the church
sins against me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven
times?” 22Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven
times.
23“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king
who wished to settle accounts with his slaves. 24When he began the
reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to
him; 25and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together
with his wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to be
made. 26So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience
with me, and I will pay you everything.’ 27And out of pity for him, the lord of
that slave released him and forgave him the debt. 28But that same slave, as
he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred
denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29Then
his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me,
and I will pay you.’ 30But he refused; then he went and threw him into
prison until he would pay the debt. 31When his fellow slaves saw what had
happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their
lord all that had taken place. 32Then his lord summoned him and said to
him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with
me. 33Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy
on you?’ 34And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he
would pay his entire debt. 35So my heavenly Father will also do to every one
of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Having heard the news of God’s liberating power, we ask for God’s
salvation for all the world.
Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the
world, and all those in need, responding to each petition with the words
“God, you are full of compassion; receive our prayer.”
God of open arms, make Christians into signs of your gracious welcome, to
both members and newcomers, whether meeting physically or digitally.
Strengthen faith through Bible studies and Sunday schools, confirmation
classes and youth ministries, and nurture new ventures for education and
growth. Bless bishops, pastors, and deacons for their work in this
unprecedented time.
A brief silence.
O God, you are full of compassion; receive our prayer.
God of lands and seas, continue your care for your creation. Where human
selfishness has brought ruin and destruction, we ask you to heal and renew
your earth. Preserve the lands from fire and storm. Protect the sources of
food that your creatures need for life.
A brief silence.
O God, you are full of compassion; receive our prayer.
God of justice, lead the nations away from the ways of violence. Guide the
United Nations and other organizations that seek reconciliation across
national borders. Show families, neighborhoods, and nations how to
welcome diversity while sharing common ground. Preserve our election
season from abuse and rancor.
A brief silence.
O God, you are full of compassion; receive our prayer.
God of our homeland, visit the American cities that are addressing local
racism. Stand with both protesters and police, that civil society may be
preserved and improved. Bring both healing and justice to our land.
A brief silence.

O God, you are full of compassion; receive our prayer.
God of the sufferers, visit prisons and care homes with health and hope.
Free victims of human trafficking and forced labor. Deliver all who are
bound by debt. Feed all who hunger and provide safety to migrants. Protect
firefighters and first responders. Heal the sick, especially those we name
here before you: Pat, Ella, Louise, Barbara, Howard, George, Nettie, Bruce,
Richard, Gladys, Eveline, Bill, Carrie, Darryl, Mary Ellen, Rene, Tony, Joan,
Will, Val, Ken, the Crawford Family, the family of Anna Foster, and others
we name, aloud and in our hearts:
Allow time for other names to be spoken
O God, you are full of compassion; receive our prayer.
God of goodness, once more we beg for a way through the pandemic.
Comfort the afflicted. Support medical workers. Prepare a vaccine.
A brief silence.
O God, you are full of compassion; receive our prayer.
God of tender power, we live to you. Hear now, we pray, the desires of our
hearts.
Allow plenty of time for other prayers to be spoken.
O God, you are full of compassion; receive our prayer.
Bless those celebrating birthdays this week, especially Sharon King and
Stepp Williamson.
O God, you are full of compassion; receive our prayer.
Whether we live or whether we die, we are yours. We thank you for those
who have led us in the faith. Hold us with them in your everlasting love.
A brief silence.
O God, you are full of compassion; receive our prayer.
All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your
mercy; through Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
PEACE
We share Christ’s peace with each other.

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
OFFERING
The ministries of this congregation rely on the gifts God bestows upon us
through our members and friends. Contributions can be made through
our website, www.ChristUD.org, by mailing in your gift, or by initiating a
transfer through your bank.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND LORD’S PRAYER
We thank you, O God, for your life-giving Word,
for calling creation into being,
declaring forgiveness from the cross,
and delivering the spirit of rebirth.
We praise you, O God, for your Word:
we praise you, O God, for your Word.
Your word is a lamp lighting our path,
a mirror reflecting our selves,
a shield providing us refuge,
a fire burning for justice and truth.
Your word is sweeter than honey:
it nourishes our bodies like milk,
it sustains your people like bread.
We receive your promises, more treasured than gold.
We bless you, O God, for your Word:
we bless you, O God, for your Word.
Open our ears to your prophets, apostles, and saints,
and to all the cries of the needy.
Breathe into your church the mighty Spirit of Christ,
that heeding your voice of beauty and power
we are strengthened to serve wherever we are called.

To you, Father, Son, and Spirit – the Source, Word, and Breath —
we offer our thanks for your life-giving Word:
we offer our thanks for your life-giving Word.
And now we pray as Jesus taught us: Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

THE SENDING
Having been fed by the life-giving Word of God, we are sent into the world
to be the hands and feet of Christ, continuing his ministry of healing,
forgiveness, liberation, and reconciliation.
ANNOUNCMENTS
BLESSING
After receiving God’s blessing, all reply: Amen!
SENDING HYMN

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share God’s love for all the world.
Thanks be to God.
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