The Spirit of Egypt
By Apostle Thurston Edison Hamby III
Faith and Trust
   The year was 2004. One night the Lord woke me up and began talking to me about Egypt. He brought many things to my attention about this historical nation. He helped me understand the scriptures concerning Egypt in a more perfect and profound way. Many Old Testament scriptures provide much information about Egypt and also every nation. I have studied most of these scriptures many times over the years and that wonderful night The Lord woke me up and guided me into more truth which I could not have learned on my own.  I thank Him for His guidance, knowledge and wisdom. The more we understand, the more we will cooperate with Him and seek to bless His people. Every Christian shares the ministry of reconciliation. Though some are called to specific ministries, all are given the ministry of reconciliation. We should all win souls. We have been made brand new through Jesus Christ and are designed to win souls to Christ. The first witness is the life we live as we obey God’s word. Our audience will see us heal and give and live a new life; a life of Godly moral examples. A life that provides many answers to all who behold. The second witness is our testimony. When we tell others about what Jesus did for us and how we came to believe and our encounters with Him and the Life and peace He gave us, they are encouraged to believe and their faith can begin to develop because they’ve heard God’s word through our testimony for he died for all men to save them through their faith. The third witness is ministry; teaching and preaching and telling others about Jesus Christ and how through His death, burial and resurrection, He became our substitute. He died so that we won’t have to. We can be free because he satisfied the Justice of God. He is sinless being born of a virgin. He is Holy. He redeemed us legally. He qualified though being God he became a living man born legally into this world. He lived God’s will, performed miracles and finished his mission in order to save you and all who will believe. Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today and forever. Glory be to God. Amen. Everyone will be greatly benefited to know Him and trust only in Him. He is our Father’s will. 


My assignment to write this book is timely. It is for now. We must learn to recognize what God recognizes and in all learning we must have just as much faith in the irreversible warning of God as we do in His favored blessed promises towards us. Aside from Christ, all men have failed to completely keep faith and trust in the warning of God. Only those who come to the point of fearing God will appreciate and keep the standards of His warning voice of love. God always seeks to make the lives of His people better, but Faith is required on our part. 


Those who trust the world always work against the heart of His will. Anyone who trust the way of pride will seek a way around the trustworthy warning of God. Again, all men have come short of the Glory of God. Only through His word can we stand and be filled with life for living. God’s ways work. His will is our friend. He will not cut His people short who are willing to fully cooperate. The Life of God is much better than fine gold. The warning of God is good guidance which works to protect us from the “seem good way”. God knows many things can seem so good to us and prepares guidelines to help us judge better. God’s ways are progressive. All who trust Him become progressive like Him. We are made in His image and we can operate like Him. In order to operate like Him we must receive His Word in order to do His will. 


The most important thing a man can do is put all his Trust in God. God’s Word will never change. It is more real than all you see, hear and know. The Word of God is always well thought out even perfectly thought out. If you trust God’s Word it will carry you to the heart of life. Your life can become as durable as His unfailing love. Whenever people trust other things, they begin to miss out on far too much. There are basically two types of people on the earth. Those who are love based and those who are pride based. In surface ways they are similar, but on deeper levels they are opposite. Pride is opposition to God’s Love. Satan the enemy of all men seduce and deceive those who are love based with lack of knowledge, fear, unbelief and oppression or suppression. Those who are pride based are just like him. They become the Tares spoken of by Jesus in the parable of the wheat and tares. Those who are love based are the harvest that became wheat spoken of by Jesus in the same parable of the wheat and tares. satan is not original in his attacks against humanity. He uses the proud to oppress and suppress and introduce fears and sadness throughout the land. The Lord once told me that satan enters people’s lives through weaknesses, hurts and fears. These three avenues are the three tactics he uses against us, first weaknesses. (Which is anything from what we lack knowledge of to ungodly habits, whatever we will disobey God over). Second, hurts (things that hurt us on emotional levels, disappointments, discouragement, dissatisfaction, loss and evil situations which induces opposition to the healthy ways of God, Hurts are designed to divide us from his help, our love toward Him and His peace). Thirdly, fear (fear is a driver). Anyone who has fear in his heart will produce what they fear as they speak and or act on the influence of it). For example, King Saul definitely disobeyed the clear instructions of God and obeyed the will of the people because he feared losing his position as King of Israel. He acted out of fear and ultimately got fired by God because of his disobedience. All fears must be destroyed out of your life. Whatever you do out of fear even the problems you’re attempting to solve or avoid, you give life to your fear as you speak it or act on it. Job prayed and did sacrifice unto the Lord out of fear and what he greatly feared came upon him. Only pray out of faith. Solve your marriage problems out of love and by your faith in God’s help. Go to college to learn a career by faith and without fear. God can only honor faith. No fear of evil can help you succeed. Perfect love cast out fear. The Word of God is the knowledge of love and will always help you replace all fears with faith and courage. Love is perfected as you receive the Life of God’s Living Word in your heart. The wisdom of God’s Word protects your life, your love and the progress you make as you receive it. The Holiness of God’s Word protects your life and enables you to relate to the Lord for He is Holy. All men will trust you if your life is holy. They will respect you if you, are consistently loving. You hold their attention if you live with wisdom, but fear can never help you. The Fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. No man can be wise without fearing God. The fear of the Lord is good. If Saul would have feared the Lord, his actions would have been of faith and wisdom and God would have established him as King of Israel but instead he took the low road and got fired. Any act out of fear will produce what is feared even when the action is intended to avoid what is feared. Fear not. So, weaknesses, hurts and unchecked fears will rob your life of God’s best and satan will work evil in your life by them, even in the lives of those who do not believe in God or satan. God is alive and so is your enemy satan and the laws of sowing and reaping are irreversible. Again there are two types of men, those who love based and those who are pride based. All men have sinned and come short of God’s glory. We are all born in sin because our greatest ancestor Adam sinned before he had children. Thanks, be to Jesus Christ because of His works we are redeemed from death, hell and the grave if we believe on Him by our Faith. He worked salvation for us. One of Jesus’ names is Emmanuel (which means God with us). God became a man, legally born on the earth through a virgin, Mary, and He walked and talked with men and then He did what no one else was qualified to do. He died for us.  He died in our place thoroughly satisfying the justice of Father God. He did the Father’s will and suffered and died to redeem us.  Jesus was sinless because He was fathered by the Holy Spirit (Luke Chapter1 Key Verses 26-38). Sin is transferred by the male not the female. When Adam sinned his blood was sinful and sin worked in him as well as all of his descendants, but Jesus Christ, the seed of woman was sinless and His sinless blood was shed for us and presented before Father God and He sees us through the sinless blood of His son and we stand justified in His sight because we believe only on Jesus Christ as our redeemer. Nothing and no one else makes us righteous. Our righteousness is only by our faith in Him. Glory be to God! We are not righteous because of good works, or because we are more moral than others, or because of how we dress, or because of what we eat or refuse to eat or drink. If we are righteous at all, it is because we believed on Jesus as our Savior, Lord and King. Only then are we righteous and enabled to do what is right. All who believed on Jesus as their Savior and Lord are born again, made over by God, made a brand new man or woman. The Spirit of that man is new and perfect. His mind must be renewed by the Word and his flesh which is his body must be dominated by his born again spirit. The Holy Spirit comes to live inside of all who believe on Christ to comfort, help and guide them into all truth. The Word of God defines God’s will and the Holy Spirit reveals it to us as we have ears to hear which, is a heart to love truth.


Those who are love based are hungry for truth. Whenever they hear God’s Word, faith will form in their hearts and they will faithfully respond to God’s Word and receive salvation and grow in the ways of the Lord. The more we love, the more we live. Those who are love based are much more apt to follow through even against great opposition. Their enemy seeks to deceive them in order to keep them from growing and learning God’s ways. Their example is very, strong and always sets a higher standard among all who notice them over time. They become the pillars of the community, those who people look to and remember. They work hard and God is with them to help them throughout their lives even as much as they can receive according to the power that works in them (Ephesians 3:20). As we receive God’s word our vision grows. We can see ourselves doing greater and greater things. Limitations fall at our feet as we study the Light of God’s Word of Truth. The Truth of God’s Word always sets us free whenever we gain knowledge of it. If we hear it, faith will form. As we do it, we finish the learning process. So, whenever a person has a good and honest heart and hear the Word, their loved based heart will believe God’s Word of Truth and respond in faith and come to Life, in other words they become born again because they believe on the redemptive works of God’s qualified Son, Jesus Christ our Savior, Lord and King. There are many who would get saved if they had someone to do the labor of love for them which is living the life of God’s Word before them and sharing their testimony with them and preaching or teaching God’s Holy Word of Truth to them. They will respond. They would love to know, but remember, before they meet a laborer many forms of deception was sent against them to harden them against the Truth; especially whenever satan detects goodness in their heart. He works overtime to keep them in the dark, get them in trouble, and cause them to do evil to weaken their lives all to keep them unaware of God’s Love and Ways which would perfect them. satan knows they will become enemies which he won’t be able to conquer. Because of our Faith in Jesus Christ, we are more than conquerors, so he works overtime. 


Now those who are pride based are opposite to those who are love based. (Isaiah 10:25-26). They are those who love preeminence like Diotrephes (III John). They follow the evil ways. Everyone desires the good of life, but proud people cannot be satisfied. Trusting pride and the evil way causes them to overlook the best blessings of life. Proud people cannot be satisfied with what would normally be considered favorable by most wise people. Pride demands worship. Pride seeks undeserved praise. Pride does not serve others. Pride seeks others to serve them. Nothing is good enough for proud people. They are unthankful and won’t be corrected. They choose the way of pride continually. They are not satisfied with what is right. Even after choosing Life, even after believing on Jesus Christ and tasting of the Holy Spirit and doing miracles and preaching God’s Word, they are those who will turn from God because they never fully rejected their pride. This is why many turn from the faith and restoring them is impossible (Hebrews 6). Many will turn away giving heed to seducing spirits and doctrines of devils. Our God knows who is His. He protects them and keeps them throughout their lives and the more they cooperate the more they live, but those who accept and love the way of pride and preeminence  will turn way from the works of the Holy Spirit and come to the point that they forgot they need a Savior (II Peter 1:11). The proud will fall. Those of Love will hear. All men are tempted in similar ways by our common enemy satan, by the world system. Everyone must fight the persuasion to love the world more than God. The lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life is the world system. Most people, who yield, yield to the lust of the flesh, second the lust of the eye, thirdly and worst of all three: the pride of life. The pride of life is more deadly though sin is sin. When pride gets into a man’s heart it will continually harden it away from God. Pride is one of the worst things that can enter into a man or woman’s heart. It can enter subtly without notice to men and even angels but can develop into hatred. Pride usually becomes noticeable after our successes. Pride was found inside Lucifer’s heart after he considered his beauty and his wisdom (Ezekiel 28:11-17) and it is listed after the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eye in I John chapter two verses sixteen. Too many believe they will enjoy the world now and repent, believe on Jesus and go to heaven just before they die, but salvation is by faith in the heart. As they enjoy playing games with the world, their will gets weaker and their heart grows harder. Lust is a consumer. Unless it is resisted and conquered, it will work to consume a man’s entire life. After living a life of sin and willing rebellion you tell me how in the world they will believe on Jesus Christ from the heart after it has grown harder than concrete!!! In my experience those who put off getting saved to play with the world grow harder and avoid salvation. They become too weak to even go to church on their own. I have seen people go to a funeral and stay outside the church building. I know some people get saved at older ages, but it is rarer than those who come to Christ at younger ages. In most cases when the Word of God is properly taught to them with those who live the life before them, most people will get saved and go to heaven. Those who love God will seek the salvation of others. They delight to see all men and women saved. Parents who love God will train their children and all who pertain to them in the ways of God according to His Word of Truth. God loves all people. It is not His will for them to be lost and deceived by the enemy. Every person is a person God loves and has faithful desires towards. Sin and pride causes men to shun God. They run from Him loving and trusting in their own ways, ignorantly rejecting the knowledge of God. Whenever men are ignorant, satan takes advantage against them. He tries to keep all men in the dark especially those who are love based. In many cases they are those who trust God even against deception that seems logical and overcome their deception Loving God fully, but those who are pride based will turn from God at their own will and no one can stop them. 
The Covenant


When the Lord woke me up and talked to me about Egypt. I was amazed at His words. The Lord is a perfect teacher. He alerted me to scriptures which I understood and put them together with other scriptures, helping me understand Egypt on a much deeper level than I could on my own. Everything of God has purpose and order. The choices we make are our vote. What we choose to do and follow through with is our vote. It is the stand we take or the position we take over other choices. Whatever a man decides to do, it places him in a category. Every man will reap whatever it is he has sown. This was definitely true with Egypt as well as with every nation. With the teaching of the Lord in mind and heart, let us all learn our own valuable lesson from the choices of the Egyptians. In the covenant scriptures found in Genesis 12:1-3 is the firm foundation for all blessings and cursing. In verse one it reads: Now the Lord had said unto Abram, get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father’s house, unto a land that I will show thee: And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing. And I will bless them that bless thee and curse him that curseth thee; and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed. This is a standard. It will always be. No standard which God has put in place can fail. God made a covenant with Abram which affects you and all you love. By this covenant you can live and prosper by it or you can be cursed and die by it. A man’s race and nationality cannot change these promises which God made with Abram. As you continue reading this book, keep this covenant in mind and heart. This covenant God made with Father Abraham still stands strong. Nations have been and will be greatly affected by this covenant. The people of God are blessed who work to do God’s will and bless Israel. God has a master plan concerning His people Israel. Everyone, who blesses Israel and does them good and pray for them, is blessed of God. If you want to be blessed and don’t know how, pray for the peace of Israel in Faith. Ask God to make Israel strong and all of her enemies weak before them. Ask God to protect the heart of Israel and raise them up who love him. Sow financial seeds to help those of Israel. Love Israel. God still has a plan for Israel. 


satan is Israel’s primary enemy because Israel is the nation which Jesus Christ legally came through, born legally in the world through a virgin woman. Jesus was born of a woman. Jesus came through the tribe of Judah. Everything had to be legal concerning Jesus and it was. Everything was according to covenant, written by the prophets, Holy men of God. Jesus Christ is the focus of satan’s hatred. satan is obsessed with his hatred of Israel. Men and women who won’t make up their minds to follow God through Jesus Christ will be driven to darkness (Isaiah 8). Many but not all are driven by satan to work against Israel. Because of God’s covenant with Abraham, some nations have been devastated who made Israel their enemy and worked against them. The Scripture reads: I will bless them that bless thee and curse him that curseth thee… Notice He said, “I will bless them that blesseth thee”. This statement is saying God will bless all people who bless Abraham and help him as he proceeds forward to fulfill the mission God gave him to do. Salvation towards all men, all families, is available to all. Those who believe are those who partake and fully benefit from this covenant. Also, notice the later statement: “I will curse him that curseth thee”. This statement exposes Abraham’s enemy in the singular. satan is his enemy. He is the one who stirs up people and nations against God’s covenant with Abraham. All throughout history, satan has attempted to stand against this same covenant which God made with Abram. Those whom he motivates to work against Israel probably has motive why they hate the Jews. Personally, I have noticed that the nations who seek to give Israel the most trouble are dictatorships. Dictatorships are not evil in themselves, but it is a wedge. Whenever a man born in sin is given absolute power, the state of his heart becomes amplified. In other words, parents who give a spoiled brat everything he or she asks for will raise an unthankful, selfish person for society to deal with. Dictators have no limits inside their borders. They can do whatever they want and their society live at their commands.  satan can easily wield them as a weapon. They tend to worship luxury and sinful men can never become satisfied with riches and luxury. So, they attempt to gain more like the jackass following a carrot tied by a string from a stick which is tied to the top of his head. He will never attain his desired point of satisfaction no matter how many taxes he collects for himself. He begins to fear losing power. He fears an uprising because he knows he’s doing his country no good. He fears an uprising of those who would desire to replace him. He doesn’t fear God because the world is in his heart and because of this his vision for his people is diminished. They always leave their people in poverty because they fear their strength. Notice: free nations always become stronger, but nations with prideful leaders live in reverse. Because man has a conscience, satan by deception appeals to man’s pride and substitute’s idolatry in place of the knowledge of God through Christ. 


Throughout all history those who trusted Father God and sought to do His Word became stronger and more powerful and men who trusted idolatry became weaker and many idolaters went into captivity, gross poverty and some are extinct. All dictators depend upon their people to remain weakened under a controlled education system and an idolater’s religious system. So, immorality is the first step towards a dictatorship. Immorality will always be a ploy in satan’s hand. Once a people are weak enough to look to men, satan will find the most sorry, spoiled brat, loud mouth which is probably scared of his own shadow and make a leader of him because satan also needs his followers to be puppet like. Without a relationship with God men are vulnerable. Sin and all immorality is a divider which divides man from God who is Holy. Our Faith in the Holy blood of Jesus Christ makes us Holy before God as well. Our Faith in Jesus works reunites us with Father God and because Christ ascended into Heaven He sent the Holy Spirit to come back here with us to guide us into all truth. The knowledge of God also helps us to stand strong against the wiles of satan. Jesus said “the gates of hell cannot prevail against the Church”. The Church is comprised of all who believe on Him and obey God. Dictators are sometimes afraid of believers because they have the ability to think independently and those who learn to walk in the freedom and peace of God become fearless, even leader like and they consider them a threat.  I believe they feel this way because they fear that the fearless desire what they desire. Christian people desire to restore all men back to Father God. They are not trying to serve pride, lust or greed. The thought process of true Christians is opposite of people of pride and fear. All who believe and follow Jesus Christ are complete in Him and have no need of props and crutches such as worldly power, worldly fame and worldly fortune. Many people evaluate themselves by their level of success and possessions. Man is made in the image of God. All of our success and creativity is a reflection of it. It is Father God who seeks to bless everyone generously. It is satan who deceives people into thinking they are defined by whatever they accomplish. All people are capable of much because we are made in God’s image. In fact, Apostle Paul wrote in Philippians 4:13 “I can do all things through Christ which strengthens me” and through Him we can. satan is against all men. Ultimately he uses all whom he can deceive. “Tell my people to follow Me says the Lord. Tell them to do all of My Word and recover what was stolen in life. The Life I give My people is by grace. It is not My will for satan to interfere. My enemy is defeated. Let all who will follow Me come and follow Me. Let those who forebear, forbear. My return is soon. Tell My people to be ready that they be not caught off guard saith the Lord God Almighty. Amen”. All who follow the way of the world will suffer loss in every way. Their poverty will remain on every level there is. Anyone disconnected from God will suffer emotionally. The spirit of man is in sorrow apart from God. The mind of man is unsatisfied with confusion and without the sure knowledge of God’s Word. It cannot make sober judgments as well. The body of man will perish because of the fall, but the world will weaken men in every way there is. Many people I know right now are alive because they themselves or someone they know believed God for their healing, but when people put off salvation they commonly miss out on such blessings. Sin is very deceptive. Don’t trust it.


The covenant God made with Abram is a continuation of the covenant God made with the serpent saying the seed of woman would crush his head and he would bruise His heel. Jesus Christ is the seed of woman. He was born of a virgin even Mary of the tribe of Judah. Mary and Joseph’s ancestors trace back to David, to Judah, Israel, Isaac and Abraham. To those who are skeptical, my best advice to you is to have Faith in God’s Covenant with Father Abraham for it is a sealed Covenant and can never be broken. Father Abraham totally kept his half of the covenant by offering Isaac his only begotten son of promise for he was born of Sarah (Study Genesis Chapter 22). He was Faithful to the commandment of God by his Faith and obeyed all of God’s orders and now nothing can stop God’s half of the Covenant from being completely fulfilled in Heaven and on earth. No one could stop Jesus Christ The Messiah from coming to earth and fulfilling His Victory for us all! satan tried. The world attempted and failed. All who believe on Him as their Savior and Lord are now part of The Kingdom of Heaven and have overcome the satanic world system for the just shall Live by his Faith. Now Faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. True Faith in God’s Word is never risky. Jesus defeated His enemy satan and satan is still sore about it. he takes his anger out on Israel and every willing person who loves his ways; he drives to work against the Jews because of the covenant God made with Abraham. Those who love the world are more apt to not love the Jews. Trust in the Lord forms at our will after our faith is finished. Faith becomes knowledge once it is finished and Jesus is the author and the finisher of our Faith. I asked The Lord what is the difference between Faith and Trust. He answered Faith is Trust before you see and Trust is Faith after you have seen. Trust is reliance. Faith is a definer. Once a person believes on Lord Jesus he or she is redefined by their Faith in God’s grace. Grace is a gift that we do not deserve and cannot earn. Salvation through Jesus Christ is a grace to us all. Never allow your sins to hold you back from salvation because Our Lord is also super rich in mercy like He is in grace towards us all. Mercy is when He doesn’t give us the punishment we truly deserve but forgiveness of our trespasses. He Loves us all dearly. God’s will is Faithful and full of good intentions towards us all. It’s our duty to believe Him and take Him at His Word and then we can truly learn to Trust Him. I know Him. He Faithfully keeps His Word.

Our history is filled with tyrant kings who worked against Israel. This book is written to alert and warn all who read it of the importance of doing good to Israel and how dangerous it is to work against Israel. 


When the Lord woke me up and taught me about Egypt, he gave me many facts according to His Word concerning Egypt. Whenever Egypt or any nation blessed Abram, God blessed them, but when they worked against Abram or Israel God also worked against them according to His covenant. After God cut covenant with Abram he went down to Egypt because of the drought. When God warned the King of Egypt about Abram’s wife, he repented and the Lord did bless him and so did Abimelech King of Gerar for the same thing. The warning of God came to both men and they both repented and gave Abram his wife back and blessed him and then God blessed both Kings and their kingdoms, God was keeping covenant. God is still and always will keep covenant. (Genesis 12:10-20, 13:1-6, 20:1-18). Every nation which has blessed Israel was blessed. Every nation that was faithful with Israel was also blessed. This pattern is found throughout the Word of God, but we will focus on Egypt in the course of this book. The Lord began my teaching with the prophecy of Egypt found in Isaiah 19. 


Remember God pronounces judgment after people do things and the judgment comes, because of it. The laws of sowing and reaping are always in place and the judgment of God follows action just like the blessings of God follows faithful actions. The first part of chapter 19 in Isaiah is judgment of Egypt because of their treatment of Israel. Because of Egypt’s sins against Israel God’s covenant people. The Lord rode in upon a swift cloud. The first part of His judgment was against their idols. They were moved at His presence. The heart of Egypt will melt. Their confidence in their treasured idols which men use to ease their conscience and gain their own unholy will can do them no good, and they realize this truth in the presence of God. When the Word of God is spoken by Holy men of God all idolatry is exposed to be a lie and when God’s word comes to pass against all logic men know that surely it was God’s Word which they heard. God always organizes the reaping of men’s sowing to benefit His covenant and the purpose of His covenant even when the reaping of man’s sowing is unfavorable such as war, death and captivity. Jesus said plainly and clearly that whatever a man sows, he will reap (Galatians 6:7 & Romans Chapter 2 Key Verse 6). All men will reap what they sow and even salvation as strong and powerful as it is cannot stop people from reaping what they have sown. There are many examples throughout the Bible to prove this true statement. Even Godly people faced reaping consequences for their negative sinful actions. The Kingdom of Israel was divided from the house of King David because of his sin of adultery with Bathsheba and the cold plotting murder of her husband even after he wept and repented of his sin, before the Lord and the prophet Nathan. All men will reap what they have sown. All cities, towns, states and nations will reap whatever it is they have sown. Our Lord is wise and knows how to manage the reaping which must come, to protect His covenant with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and fulfill His part of that covenant and rescue as many people as possible from His soon coming wrath set against the world system. The day Jesus returns every man and every woman who sees Him will cast their idols to the bats. They will run in terror to hide themselves full knowing that they were caught off guard. They will cast their false religions, their idolatry, their will worship, as well as their views and all deception which parted them from God and run in terror and the Lord will destroy them because they held the truth in unrighteousness and started a war to annihilate Israel. We all must believe on Christ before it is too late and the time runs out. 


Egypt worked against the covenant God made with Abraham and would not repent. Because Egypt would not repent, every following generation worked against God’s covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob who is Israel. Egypt continually desired to make slaves of the Israelites. This commitment to rebellion against God became a snare against Egypt from the time they begin to work against Israel. 


If Egypt would have repented and sought to become a blessing to Israel and not a snare, God would have tremendously blessed Egypt as He did others who blessed Israel. When Egypt was a blessing to Israel, they were blessed. The king of Egypt, who regarded the counsel of Joseph and the counsel of God through dreams, was tremendously blessed because of his obedience. His faithfulness secured Egypt and other nations as well. After prospering in the seven years of plenty, he remained faithful throughout the seven years of drought and received the nation of Israel which was Joseph’s kindred in to the land of Goshen to live there. Israel lived and thrived and prospered all of his days for he faithfully kept covenant trusting God. Remember the goal of the covenant is to be a blessing to all families through Father Abraham.  In earlier chapters we explained how Jesus Christ our Savior is the mysterious focus of God’s covenant with Father Abraham. He’s the redeemer of mankind. Through Him all families of the earth have rights to redemption. All men who hardened their hearts against God will not only hate God and His covenant with Abraham, Isaac and Israel, but all who obey the covenant as well. satan controls the will of wicked rebellious men to work against the Covenant of God. There is no peace to the wicked and those who won’t make up their minds to serve God and soften their hearts toward Him will be driven to darkness (Isaiah 8). Remember, satan is mad at the Covenant because it openly defeats him before all men and before all heaven. All who slightly agree with satan on any subject will be tempted to at least disagree with God’s covenant with Abraham. The more men love their sins of the world, the more they will hate the covenant of God. The vilest men are always aimed at The Covenant. They are like a weapon aimed at a hated target. satan made no man. God made men. satan tempts and betrays men whom God made. When men go wicked, satan seeks to use them as much as possible, but because God made men they are all like wild cards. Though some men choose wickedness as their way, they won’t always fulfill satan’s intent. Deception only goes so far with most men. A common thing between the kind hearted and the wicked is that both types desire what is good to them. satan’s evil is hatred based on his pride. he is desperately attempting to wage war on God and upon all who love Him because of his pride which Isaiah wrote about in chapter fourteen. Never fear him, Jesus defeated him and placed him (satan) under the feet of all who believe on Him. Man’s wickedness, though it is based on greed, lust, and pride, does not fully intend to be at war with God, but their agreement with the world gives satan tools to work with to snare their lives and get them to do parts of his will. Whenever people trust to do wrong, act on fears, react in anger, and allow themselves to worry or be depressed or any unfaithful emotion, they will speak or act in negative ways thereby promoting weaknesses and the misery of hell in their own lives and also in the lives of others. Today’s actions become tomorrow’s vision in the watching audience of the next generation. Your fears and limitations will become the highest vision of the children you are raising unless you begin drawing near to God and doing His Word overcoming the worldly ways of defeat by your faith. Your faith overcomes the world system. Most people are not attempting to promote negativity of any kind but without doing God’s Word they do. The intent of the righteous and the wicked is to live desirable lives and not to be an aid to crazy satan. Through deception people act on his deception independently, but their works cause greater harm collectively with the world system. The world system is an organized crime system. The world system is an organized crime system designed to give satan control over society to perform his wicked will. Many don’t realize the damage they are causing by living unfaithfully. It requires faith to see these things for what they are, faith in God and in His Word. Scriptures prove these points. In the book of Revelation Chapter 13:11-18, it is revealed that everyone under the control of the beast, the political leader will be required to take and wear his mark in their right hand or forehead. satan doesn’t trust those who trust the world system. They must completely yield to him by receiving these marks which will more than likely include tracking devices which gives him even more control. Those who take the mark are in love with this world system and are willingly in opposition to God and hate the ways of Jesus Christ. This world system is greed based and not love based. They will fear loss and as they act on their fears they give the antichrist power over themselves and they will lose everything including their souls. At the end of the tribulation period which last only seven years, Jesus Christ will return and finish judging the nations and they will go to hell and exist forever in torment. They trusted lies from the liar and died. These writings are given by the Lord to equip those who will believe to stand strong and have wisdom and knowledge. All who trust God through Christ will live forever. Remember satan captures people as prey and they become disabled and dependent suffering with a loss of control of their own lives but Father God sets us free. All who learn to Trust Him will be free and in control of their lives as a wise and sober man with great abilities. The gift of God’s Word helps us gain total control of our lives as we Trust to do God’s Word and then we learn to Trust God with our precious lives full knowing He Loves us all.

It is the justice of God to allow men to choose their own way. Those who will believe, God will send laborers to them and they will hear, have faith and believe God with actions of Faith. Those who won’t hear decide not to trust God of their own will. They deny themselves. It’s not God’s will for anyone to be lost, but Father God doesn’t make anyone believe. All, who believe, believe on their own because they love God’s Truth more than worldly pleasures. Everyone can judge what is true. Darkness cannot instruct light whenever the Truth is spoken. Truth is purity. We recognize The Truth of God’s Words because it is first pure.

The Lord had been working to restore men back to Himself ever since the fall of Adam. In redemption He has a part to perform and man has his part to perform. God chose Abraham, Isaac and Israel to bless every family through.  Jesus Christ came through the lineage of Judah the fourth son of Israel and He is our redeemer. All who worked against Israel worked against the covenant God made with them as well. Consequences come upon all who fight the covenant. 


Egypt worked against the covenant of Abraham by enslaving the Jews. Though Egypt let the nation of Israel go they never repented from their desire to enslave them. The nation of Egypt continually attempted to ensnare Israel again. They even became a patient and cunning enemy. In the next few chapters I will share with you what God shared with me that night he woke me up and taught me these things. 


The prophet Isaiah lived after Egypt had set in motion a series of events that was instrumental in Israel’s fall into idolatry. There is a long list of Egypt’s involvement in Israel’s disobedience to God. Remember God blessed Egypt in the days of Joseph. Egypt became a great blessing to Israel for Joseph’s sake. The King and the Egyptians welcomed Israel into their land with open arms even though they were shepherds. Egyptians hated shepherds because the sheep eat the grass root when they graze leaving no grass for cattle. Nevertheless, Egypt was blessed by God because they blessed Israel. But another King arose to power who did not know Joseph (Exodus Chapter 1 key verse 8). This king enslaved Israel and Israel became slaves for four hundred years. Slavery was the first strike against Israel the people whom God is in covenant with. When any people go into slavery, they are negatively affected by it. Their vision regresses and becomes; limited. They adapt to bondage and lose the ability to process freedom for themselves both personally as well as among each other. Proverbs 29:18 reads: Where there is no vision, the people perish, but he that keepeth the law happy is he. Without vision we cannot progress throughout life. We are limited. With vision all things are possible. The end of verse 18 notes that: he that keeps the law, happy is he. In the New Testament the way believers keep the law is by love according to I John 2:1-29. By doing God’s Word, vision is restored, but slavery and oppression weakens the generation that is raised in it. When slavery is a way of life and people are subdued and can’t escape it, their vision goes south. Even when Moses liberated Israel, God using him in the exodus and judged Egypt with a mighty hand, the Israelites complained and desired to turn back and go right on back to Egypt and become slaves again (Numbers Chapter 16). Some did turn back and God caused the ground to open up and swallow them! (Numbers 16:21-34). Those who were wounded with oppressive slavery do struggle to become free long after they escape slavery. Even those who are raised by freed slaves struggle to become free on the inside. They learn the same fears and low self esteem and bondage that they saw in the lives of their parents, grandparents and the adults of their society and it becomes their norm. This is what Egypt did to Israel. From the days of the exodus Israel continually struggled with God because they were not free inwardly. Only a fraction was able to live free with vision. If their leaders were strong, they operated in strength and obeyed God and those of Faith were even mighty. Once the leader died they would collapse and walk right back to idolatry like the other nations because they had no vision for themselves. They perished. A healthy man must have vision before he can prosper of his own accord. We all need God, but we must Trust Him having Faith in Him, obeying His Word and only then will vision be restored to us and enable us to prosper and cooperate with the Will of God. Israel never would be settled and established in God’s will unless they had Godly leaders. Only a fraction of the millions would follow God though they had wicked kings (I Kings 19:9-18). Throughout the Old Testament Israel remains unstable from generation to generation never fully knowing God and how great He can bless their lives because of what Egypt put in motion by their oppression against them. Egypt should have repented from their oppression against Israel, but they did not and thereby put in motion a series of events that God had to judge them for. The Lord pointed out to me that Egypt didn’t repent and continued with hidden schemes to regain Israel to bring them in some form of bondage again. I was amazed as the Lord pointed out to me the cunning schemes of Egypt. I was familiar with Old Testament prophecies against Egypt, but the Lord pointed out more scriptures that I didn’t know. Some I had studied, but never put them in correlation with the other scriptures. Whenever we do something whether it’s good or bad, we set things in motion. If we are kind even under pressure, people will eventually trust our love to the point that no stranger can convince them against our witness because we set kindness in motion. Those who are continually unreliable cause problems for others and they will learn not to rely on them. What we sow, we must reap. It is very important to do right by people loving them as you love God. Our love builds lives. Disrespect is not Godly. 


Every king must master his fears, his desires, and his will and rule his own heart (Proverbs 16:32 reads “He that is slow to anger is better than the mighty; and he that ruleth his spirit than he that taketh a city). Whenever he fails to do these things, his faithfulness won’t last. People make judgments based upon what they believe the most. When untruth is accepted, a man’s judgment will fail him. Outside influences can be persuasive to those who lack Godly standards. Those who won’t take a stand for what is right and live with integrity will falter. Standards must be in place to sustain faithfulness. 
Five Enemies Of The Covenant
There was an industrious man named Jeroboam. He served King Solomon. Jeroboam was of the tribe of Ephraim (I Kings 11:26). He was a mighty man of valor and when King Solomon saw that he was an industrious man he made him ruler over all the charge of the house of Joseph (I Kings 11:28). This means he was over three tribes; Joseph, Ephraim and Manasseh. King Solomon was wise to promote him for he was a worthy man. God always chooses the best for his purposes.  The Lord sent the prophet Ahijah to tell Jeroboam that The Lord selected him to be king over ten tribes of Israel because God had to judge King David for his adultery with Bathsheba and for the murder of her husband (I Kings11: 29-40). So, Jeroboam was given ten tribes of Israel to be king over. Solomon sought therefore to kill Jeroboam Knowing he was a superior choice for a king far above the others.  Jeroboam arose and fled into Egypt and was in Egypt until the death of Solomon. Take notice, Jeroboam fled to Egypt industrious and chosen by God, to be King of Israel and was given a chance to walk in the ways of the Lord. The Lord promised to be mightily with him if he would hearken to all He would command him, and walk in His ways and do right in the sight of the Lord and keep His statutes and His commandments as David did (I Kings 11: 38). Jeroboam returned from Egypt after Solomon died and became king of Israel. He returned an idolater which he learned in Egypt. If he had only taken heed to God’s word which came through the prophet Ahijah, God would have established him as king and kept covenant with him even as he did with King David. It is not up to God how far we graduate, it is up to us. We control our potential more than God through the level of faithfulness we choose. God creates some with a specific purpose such as the prophet Jeremiah. He was ordained to be a prophet before he was born. Jeremiah 1:5 says: Before I formed thee in the belly I knew thee; and before thou camest forth out of the womb I sanctified thee, and I ordained thee a prophet unto the nations. Whatever God gives you to do, can be done without the limitations of the world system which we are used to living under. Faithfulness causes your potential and your promotion to soar. Jeroboam took his eyes off God, ignored His council and was poisoned by Shishak (King of Egypt). Because Egypt would not repent, they continually sought to reclaim Israel. Egyptians saw Israel as slaves and were offended that they were free. Their pride was provoked similar to that of an older brother who sees his younger brother in a more advanced situation than himself. Egyptians not only desired to remain superior over Israel they wanted revenge. When Jeroboam came riding into town fleeing King Solomon, the King of Egypt was well pleased at such a chance to put a viable plan in motion to possibly reclaim Israel or weaken them with an inside man which will soon be King! Notice kings think broader then common men and demon spirits think broader then human kings. The spirit of Egypt is our enemy. The human king is his prince and Jeroboam was seduced as he yielded to fear. Jeroboam learned idolatry in Egypt where he ran to for solace and safety. If he continued to seek God, the Lord would have exposed that evil plot which was set against him just as He will currently guide us out of danger by the Holy Spirit (ST John 16:13) if we are in covenant with Him through Jesus Christ and would listen to Him. The Lord was able to reach King David with council as he prayed, or sang psalms (most of which he wrote when under attack) and God gave him council through people such as Abigail (I Samuel Chapter 25 Key Verses 18-35), Nathan the Prophet (II Samuel Chapter 7) and the priest of God. We become the advice we listen to. Our logic is adjustable according to our strength. Shishak used his words and his advice seemingly to befriend and persuade Jeroboam. He obviously hid Jeroboam from Solomon who happens to be married to Pharaoh’s daughter who also worked according to the plan of the spirit of Egypt to weaken Israel. The spirit of Egypt sent three enemies to hinder Israel, the daughter of Pharaoh, Hadad the Edomite and Jeroboam who was chosen to be King of Israel. Here again we see the king of Egypt the proud common denominator. 


The spirit of Egypt was set against Israel to subdue it by any means necessary. Egypt was a calculating enemy! Anyone who agrees with satan can be influenced by him. The pride of Egypt was satan’s tool. The people of Egypt were led by their king and they looked up to him. Jeroboam did become king and people of Israel looked up to him. Jeroboam did become king after Solomon’s death. He returned from Egypt trusting idolatry more than God. A man’s decision under pressure reveals his foremost trust. When he saw the multitudes going to Jerusalem to worship every year, he was afraid that they would return to Rehoboam King of Judah and afterwards turn against him and kill him. So he set up two golden calves, idols, one south in Bethel and the other north in Dan and these actions became sin which had a stronghold affect upon Israel by the works of Egypt! Every king of Israel after Jeroboam sinned after the same manner he did! The sin he set in motion remained in motion until the Babylonian captivity under King Nebuchadnezzar. Some of the kings of Judah fell into idolatry which also was a branch of his sin. 


The Lord provided signs to alert men to return to righteousness and away from idolatry and wickedness. It was prophesied that Jeroboam and his household would be destroyed and it came to pass according to the words of the prophet Ahijah whom the Lord used to choose Jeroboam to be king over the ten tribes of Israel (I Kings :1-20). He died and so did others who did after his sin. The laws of sowing and reaping are irreversible! The prophet Elijah made a challenge against the prophets and worshippers of Baal (I Kings Chapter18). He said to Israel “Vs. 21 And Elijah came unto all the people, and said How long halt ye between two opinions? If the Lord be God, follow Him; but if Baal, then follow him. And the people answered him not a word. Vs. 22 Then said Elijah unto the people, I, even I only, remain a prophet unto the Lord; but Baal’s prophets are four hundred and fifty men. Vs.23 Let them therefore give us two bullocks for themselves, and cut it in pieces, and lay it on wood, and put no fire under: and I will dress the other bullock, and lay it on the wood, and put no fire under: Vs. 24 And call on the name of your gods, and I will call on the name of the Lord: and the God who answers by fire, let Him be God And all the people answered and said it is well spoken”. Baal’s prophets tried hard to get Baal to answer by fire and he could not because he is not God nor does he exist. Baal is an idol.  Baal worship is lies of demon spirits to seduce men. Then the Lord answered by fire. The sign after that was the three and a half year drought was ended at Elijah’s word and then the prophet Elijah outran the king’s chariot before everyone (I Kings 18:38-46). When God performs signs and wonders, it is time to take heed and repent from dead works and return to the Lord with love and faith. But those who harden their heart against God will not return. {They will continue in the way of death and die in misery saith the Lord}. The evil that Egypt put into motion remained in motion and became a snare to Egypt (Isaiah Chapter 19). 


King Solomon was warned by God not to marry idolatrous women. He was warned first by scriptures and second by the Holy Spirit. God told him they would turn his heart away from God which they did do. The primary wife of mischief was the daughter of Pharaoh which he did marry. Pharaoh sent her to become a snare and Solomon was corrupted by her and his other wives and concubines of idolatry. Together with the daughter of Pharaoh they turned his heart. Even David suffered trouble from the children of the Ammonites woman. Absalom who sought to steal the hearts of the people from King David (a righteous man of God) was son of (Ma’acah) the daughter of Talmai King of Geshur. Years later, his younger brother attempted to usurp the throne when King David was very old (I Kings Chapter 1). Those who serve false Gods should never be trusted to be a king of Israel’s wife. It would have been wiser on the part of both of these kings to trust totally in God before they married. Even in our time we would do much better if we consulted Father God on major decisions such as marriage. The person we marry will influence our opinions and can bless or interfere with our God given Vision. We must protect and fully carry out our Vision! God sees the heart but man is satisfied with appearance. The outer beauty will mean nothing when a bad attitude exists in a person’s heart! Strong character is a blessing to a person’s countenance which does a person’s appearance more justice then beauty aids such as makeup. Kindness, love, wisdom, assurance and good positive thoughts give your appearance better success than any beauty aids. Beauty aids are not bad but good. Love, kindness, righteousness, joy and peace in the Holy Ghost are much better!  Those who love preeminence will age prematurely and much harder, but the wise man’s eyes are in his head while the fool strives to look the part. 


Solomon’s marriage to Pharaoh’s daughter turned out to be the beginning of his fall. She primarily, and the host of his other wives of idolatry, caused his heart to turn from God though as wise as he was, acted worse than a common fool. When I read about his life it helps me to not underestimate the influence of others because  I don’t want the level of wisdom God gave me to diminish because I will need it for the rest of my life. Things of the world can never help me, prosper me or bless me. The Life of God is my blessing. The Life of God’s Word has been nothing but a continued blessing. Godly promotion is in it. Godly promotion enables us to bless others along with our own lives. God’s wisdom is my gold for by it I prosper in every possible way starting with what is truly important. I don’t depend on props and pretense to validate my success. I have been made a living success by Jesus blood, which I was washed in, in the sight of Father God. I’ve got peace, love, righteousness and joy in the Holy Ghost, along with the ability to learn all truth by the Holy Ghost. Amen. Whenever men seek prestige and preeminence, they defile their ability to fulfill their God given purpose. No man who gave himself over to become preeminent ever completed God’s perfect will for his life. There is no good logic or wisdom in preeminence. Those who become proud always fail and fall short because pride distorts their mission. Pride is in total opposition to God’s will and the perfected way of life which He chose out. God is in no part prideful. He is the greatest servant ever. His Kingdom is family to Him. He loves everyone within His Kingdom and even those who decided to not enter His Kingdom. He invited all to freely come and be part of His Kingdom and He gave us all of the rights and privileges of the Kingdom of Heaven which He currently enjoys. He made us in His own image and we have been given godly potential. Whatever we do in Him can and should prosper perfectly but pride on our part will take all of that away from us. We must reject all parts of hateful pride. Some use the word proud or pride with good intentions such as I am proud of my son for hitting a home run or my daughter gave me bragging rights by making all A’s on her report card. They mean no harm in the way they use this word. Their intentions are honest meaning they are appreciative for their success, but evil pride is when you place yourself before others or your own opposing will, ahead of God’s perfect will or when you do wrong to move forward over others. Lying on others, attempting to receive positions you have not earned or deserve. These things are intrusive. Throughout the Kingdom of Heaven, people, angels and everyone are faithful with whatever God gives them to do. This level of faithfulness is life which will multiply in every way possible. God made all men with an intended purpose in mind. Our faithfulness is a multiplier which God did not restrain with limitations. 


Another enemy influenced by Egypt is Hadad (I Kings 11:14-22). Hadad fled Joab; David’s general and was eventually carried to Egypt along with his father’s servants when he was a little child. Pharaoh gave him a house, appointed him food and gave him land. He found great favor in the sight of Pharaoh and he was given the sister of Queen Tahpenes to be his wife. Again, the king of Egypt influenced another motivated enemy of Israel which was trouble in the days of Solomon King of Israel. The Pharaoh which was father to Solomon’s wife was possibly the same Pharaoh who befriended and influenced Hadad. Solomon’s wife, Pharaoh’s daughter and Hadad were enemies of the covenant God made with Abram (later named Abraham).  They both worked against Israel. They both worked against King Solomon. She turned his heart then Hadad was stirred up to fight and war against Israel. God allowed him to work against Israel because he recognizes the laws of sowing and reaping. You cannot work against the covenant God made with Abraham and nothing negative happens to you. Part of the covenant itself was “God would curse him that curseth you” even if it is the King of Israel! When Solomon’s heart turned from God he dishonored the covenant and his enemies dishonored him and chose not to honor the covenant themselves, but their intent and purpose was to dishonor and work against the covenant because when they sided with things of this world, satan took advantage of their motivated disobedience and aimed them at the covenant like a warrior shooting arrows at his target purposing to destroy it! So, considering all these truths, all involved were to be blamed, cursed, and punished; especially the King of Egypt! They had enough evidence to repent and they should have repented, but they continued to do works against Israel. Everyone who voluntarily worked against the covenant did it for different worldly motives. Solomon’s foreign Godless wives loved their own lands and trusted their own demon inspired idols more than Solomon. Most people who love such foolishness, love preeminence and their own will much more than God, and do not desire the true and living God in their thinking process (Romans Chapter 1). They are estranged from Him and because of their pride they will not learn any better (Isaiah 10). Solomon desired their beauty. These women were not like common women. They were schooled to be a king’s wife possibly like Esther was before she went in to the King of Persia. They probably looked like top models of our day, but they were trained to be desirable and to serve the king according to His desire but they were crazy because of idolatry and they did turn Solomon’s heart from God just as he was warned of God. The King of Egypt desired more power and he wanted to go down in history as the Pharaoh that conquered the mighty Israel. When satan inspires, he deceives. Hadad wanted revenge because his kinfolk was destroyed by Joab King David’s General, and later, once Solomon was dead Jeroboam became king after he was influenced by Egypt and its king. Jeroboam once an industrious mighty man of valor, sinned by fear. He feared the people much more than God and trusted to use idolatry to keep reign over God’s people. He traded trust in God for useless idolatry and set something in motion that eventually caused Israel to betray God and sow enough evil seeds to reap such a judgment from God that He caused them to go into captivity for seventy years! Everyone who sided against the covenant God made with Abraham was cursed and judged and destroyed if they did not return to God. All who blessed Abraham and worked for the covenant was blessed just as we are who truly Trust in Lord Jesus Christ. To this day anyone who prays for Israel and walk in love with God and man and all who trust Jesus Christ as their Savior and Lord and King will definitely live forever and He will soon come and reign on earth in Jerusalem and His kingdom will last forever (Daniel Chapter 2)! Amen!  
The Judgment Of Egypt

Egypt wouldn’t repent. King after king in Israel sinned after the same manner of Jeroboam the son of Nebat. They used idolatry to reign by until they went into Babylonian captivity. Every chance Egypt had to do right by Israel they did wrong by them continually. What Egypt set in motion remained in motion and continual damage was done to Israel. Their idolatry was judged by Nebuchadnezzar whom God gave Israel unto his mighty hand for a prey. 


All sin will be judged. The wages of sin is death. When people sin they are generating unfavorable harm to come into their lives. Because of this God made a covenant with Abraham to protect humanity from sin. That covenant is a plan of redemption. When God made the covenant, He let Abraham know he would definitely do all it takes to complete it. Men did not understand their need of this covenant. Israel did not understand and their enemies did not understand either (Isaiah 53:6). The covenant is sealed. Abraham kept his part and nothing can keep God from finishing His part! Few people recognized their need of a Savior throughout the Word of God. The covenant God made with Abraham remained in a mystery stage until Jesus Christ came to His own. The mystery stopped when Jesus Christ was anointed with The Holy Spirit the day the Prophet John saw The Holy Spirit descend upon Him in the form of a dove. From that time on Jesus raised the standard of mankind. He taught men Life! Jesus is the covenant God made with Father Abraham. Miracles, signs and wonders always followed man’s obedience to God. The law was given to man by Moses in order to reveal to sinful mankind that we all need a Savior and redemption. The law is like a school master. It exposes the sin nature and every man and woman’s insufficiency to all humanity. No man could ever keep the law from the time Adam sinned unless he is redeemed by Jesus Christ and choose to walk in The Love of God towards all men. We all must be born again and only then are we capable of walking in love. The love of God fulfills the law. 


As long as men sought preeminence and selfish pride which is prestige, they sinned against the covenant and lived unfaithful to it. Some did great deeds in fighting for the covenant and later turned away because worldly influences such as fear, pride, unbelief, doubt and various types of lusts. Sin must be hated. Jesus is our plumb line (Isaiah 28:17). He became a living example of God’s will. The spoken Word of God became a man legally and walked among us, taught us, obeyed God before us, loved God, loved mankind, loved His enemies openly in our sight, healed us, performed miracles, raised the dead, warned us of our sins, rewarded our faith, represented God to us, represented us to God and  He died for all of us to take away our judgment, washed us all in His sinless blood and He arose from the dead after three days and three nights to justify us all even though we were sinners living apart from God and deceived with sin. We must believe on Jesus from our heart and confess His Word with our mouth and then we are redeemed from eternal separation from God and the fire of hell itself and we will forever live in God’s wonderful presence living in Righteousness, Peace and Joy in the Holy Ghost Forever (Romans Chapter 14). Amen. 


God performed many miracles among His people and they should have Trusted Him though the covenant was in a mystery stage. When God is working with something, men should always stay with it with Trust. The nations know God led the children of Israel out of Egypt with great deliverance. They were afraid of Israel. They were jealous of Israel. They feared the God of Israel, but many would not repent. Within each nation some were wise and would repent and seek God, but most people will live in foolish disobedience without Godly leadership so many fell away. When Israel continued to disobey and break covenant, God continued to keep covenant and perform the wisdom of His side of His agreement with Abraham until all was completed. Israel continued to disobey the Lord and follow idols and break the law. So God would give them over to their enemy until they repented and their judgment was finished. This happened as a pattern throughout the generations. You would think people would catch on and just do right and live better, but they continued to do wrong. The prophet Isaiah prophesied what God revealed and wrote down his prophecies for all to read. His prophecies were addressed to different nations. The Lord revealed what would happen to them because of their disobedience.  Concerning Egypt, Isaiah wrote in Isaiah Chapter 19: 

Vs.1 The burden of Egypt. Behold, The Lord rideth upon a swift cloud, and shall come into Egypt: and the idols of Egypt shall be moved at His presence, and the heart of Egypt shall melt in the midst of it. Vs.2 And I will set the Egyptians against the Egyptians: and they shall fight everyone against his brother and every one against his neighbor; city against city, and kingdom against kingdom. Vs.3 And the spirit of Egypt shall fail in the midst thereof; and I will destroy the counsel thereof: and they shall seek to the idols, and to the charmers, and to them that have familiar spirits and to the wizards. Vs.4 And the Egyptians will I give over into the hand of a cruel lord; and a fierce king shall rule over them, saith the Lord, The Lord of Hosts. Vs.5 And the waters shall fail from the sea, and the river shall be wasted and dried up. Vs.6 And they shall turn the rivers far away and the brooks of defense shall be emptied and dried up: the reeds and flags shall wither. Vs.7 The paper reeds by the brooks, by the mouth of the brooks, and everything sown by the brooks, shall wither, be driven away and be no more. Vs.8 The fishers also shall mourn, and all they that cast angle into the brooks shall lament and they that spread nets upon the waters shall languish. Vs.9 Moreover they that work in fine flax, and they that weave networks, shall be confounded. Vs.10 And they shall be broken in the purposes thereof all that make sluices and ponds for fish. Vs.11 Surely the princes of Zoan are fools, the counsel of the wise counselors of Pharaoh is become brutish: how say ye unto Pharaoh, I am the son of the wise, the son of ancient kings? Vs.12 Where are they? Where are thy wise men? And let them tell thee now, and let them know what the Lord of hosts hath purposed upon Egypt. Vs.13 The princes of Zoan are become fools, the princes of Noph are deceived; they have also seduced Egypt, even they that are stay of the tribes thereof. Vs.14 The Lord hath mingled a perverse spirit in the midst thereof: and they have caused Egypt to err in every work thereof, as a drunken man staggereth in his vomit. Vs.15 Neither shall there be any work for Egypt, which the head or tail, branch or rush, may do. Vs.16 In that day shall Egypt be like unto women: and it shall be afraid and fear because of the shaking of the hand of the Lord of hosts, which he shaketh over it. Vs.17 And the land of Judah shall be a terror unto Egypt, every one that maketh mention thereof shall be afraid in himself, because of the counsel of the Lord of hosts, which he hath determined against it. Vs.18 In that day shall five cities in the land of Egypt speak the language of Canaan, and swear to the Lord of hosts; one shall be called, The city of destruction. Vs.19 In that day shall there be an altar to the Lord in the midst of the land of Egypt, and a pillar at the border thereof to the Lord. Vs.20 And it shall be for a sign and for a witness unto the Lord of hosts in the land of Egypt: for they shall cry unto the Lord because of the oppressors, and he shall send them a savior, and a great one, and he shall deliver them. Vs.21 And the Lord shall be known to Egypt, and the Egyptians shall know the Lord in that day, and shall do sacrifice and oblation; yea, they shall vow a vow unto the Lord, and perform it. Vs.22 And the Lord shall smite Egypt: he shall smite and heal it: and they shall return even to the Lord, and he shall be entreated of them, and shall heal them. Vs.23 In that day shall there be a highway out of Egypt to Assyria, and the Assyrian shall come into Egypt, and the Egyptian into Assyria, and the Egyptians shall serve the Assyrians. Vs.24 In that day shall Israel be the third with Egypt and with Assyria, even a blessing in the midst of the land: Vs.25 Whom the Lord of hosts shall bless, saying, Blessed be Egypt my people, and Assyria the work of my hands, and Israel mine inheritance. In these verses you can see a pattern in the judgment. Isaiah prophesied by The Lord. The same condition Israel fell into by Egypt’s oppression is coming upon Egypt. Oppressors always put burdens on those they oppress. They place heavy workloads upon their slaves. In verse one we see Egypt with a burden. Slaves learn to fear their masters. They learn to be inferior to them in all things. They learn to count on their masters and their personal private vision dies. Slavery is a cruel deception as much as it is oppression. Through fear the masters reign over them. Slaves will turn on fellow slaves to win the favor of their masters. In verse two God’s judgment is to set the Egyptians against the Egyptians and they shall fight everyone against his brother and everyone against his neighbor, city against city, and kingdom against kingdom. Egypt the once proud master, divider of its slaves, became divided in terror by those who oppress them. What Egypt did sow, it did reap. God gave Egypt over unto an oppressor even Assyria. The same tactics Egypt used to control Israel became used against Egypt by its foreign oppressor. For generations Israel struggled to be free and think free like a healthy man does with good vision because of the harsh slavery enforced by Egypt! In verse three we see the spirit of Egypt shall fail in the midst thereof, and the counsel destroyed, and now they are reduced to seeking idols, charmers, and those with familiar spirits and wizards just like Israel did because of Egyptian oppression and deception. What was sown did come to pass openly before all the kingdoms of the world that we may know to fear God and do right and avoid evil consequences. And in verse four we see that God gave the Egyptians over into the hands of a cruel lord, a fierce king which will rule over them. They lost prosperity in verse five. They lacked food and water to resist their enemies. They lost their hiding places at the brooks. Their fishing industry was lost in verse seven and eight. They lost their clothing industry in verse nine. Their best counselors’ wisdom has been dropped to foolishness before Pharaoh and his emergency plan could not help him. Their counsel is now deception in verse thirteen. Just like Shashek influenced Jeroboam to use idolatry, The Lord mingled a perverse spirit in the midst of Egypt so their future would mirror that of Israel. What that nation sowed against Israel they must now reap. Now when disaster comes many people will cry out and seek the true and living God and He will always redeem those who look to Him for help. God loves us. Our failures cannot define us in God’s eyes for all men are made in His image. All who repent and look to Him can be salvaged, changed, redefined by their faith. The man that stole can be changed and become the man who works hard to serve and bless others. If God can help us, He rejoices to forgive us and help us come to true life. Egyptians who cried out, He heard and He hears all who desire true change. Jesus Christ made it possible for all to live forever with God! Our God is True and He Truly Loves us all!

Isaiah 20 shows Ethiopia and Egypt going into captivity. They saw Isaiah walking naked and barefoot three years so they would know from God the error of their unrepentant ways and His judgment against their sowing. Egypt openly worked against Israel without repenting. When Israel sought Egypt’s help in war, Egypt could not come to their aid even when they paid them. God saw what was done against His people. When Israel’s ambassadors came to Hanes, they were ashamed of a people that could not profit them (Isaiah 30:1-33). 


With all men, each day, has open opportunity to make redefining choices. We get to choose life or death; preferably Life. The day the Lord spoke to me about the spirit of Egypt he told me what Egypt put in motion affects Egyptian descendants unto this day! The oppression of Egypt against Israel caused Israel to be weakened and unstable, always feeling inferior to other nations. Other nations seemed independent and full of assurance compared to how they seemed to each other as well as how they themselves felt on the inside. Then, the idolatry of Egypt was used against Israel to divide them from that mighty God who could destroy their enemies. Egypt put things in motion that are still in motion until this day. When God showed me the condition of modern Egyptian descendants, I said Lord the judgment seems harsh. He said; “what Egypt put in motion is harsh against Israel”. Egypt’s oppression and idolatry caused Israel to be captured and scattered all over the world, and the judgment against Egypt caused them to be divided against each other, weakened through oppression, betrayed by their idolatry and captured and scattered all over the world and in some cases sold into slavery by fellow Egyptians. The descendants of Egypt must repent. Through repentance they can change after receiving salvation through Jesus Christ. The curse and judgment against Egypt remains but salvation enables them to defeat it. In Christ we have been made brand new and old things are passed away. 


Egypt along with Israel was oppressed by the king of Assyria. They were later taken captive by King Nebuchadnezzar, taken over by Media Persia, the Medes and the Persians, and then Alexander the Great of Greece, and his kingdom was divided by his four generals. Ptolemy ruled Egypt and Seleucid ruled from Syria. The original Egyptians were scattered about just as they caused Israel to be scattered about while others ruled in their own God given land, but God regathered Israel in 1948. The covenant God made with Abraham is continually kept. All Nations be admonished. Take advice. Pray for the peace of Israel and trust The God of Israel. Trust Jesus Christ as your Savior, Lord and King for He is the covenant whereby we all are blessed. Be warned, working against Israel is pure foolishness because God will keep that covenant He made with Father Abraham. Amen. 

Separation

One great enemy of God is idolatry. Idolatry is a separator. Idolatry always separates God and man. Idolatry always causes man to become easy prey for satan and also for hell itself! Idolatry is anything mankind looks to in place of God. Jesus came to unite mankind back to Father God. Our Faith in Him and His finished works of love, complete His mission for us. We live in Him. Jesus Christ is Immanuel meaning God is with us. 

Sin is exposed by the law. The fact that we all broke one of God’s laws makes it impossible to be reunited to God without a Savior. Without our faith in Jesus it is impossible to be reunited to Father God. Because we are all born in sin, the law is our biggest obstacle unless we believe on Jesus Christ our Savior, our Mediator, our Lord. We destroy all idolatry as we place all of our trust in Jesus. He then represents us to Father God and we can immediately enjoy Fellowship with Him again like Adam did before his fall. Fellowship with God is the definition of Peace. With all of this stated, we see idolatry is a very dangerous problem. In order for Father God to keep His commandment with Abraham, he had to perform several judgments against Israel to destroy their idolatry in order to work through them. satan attempted to use their idolatry to stop the covenant cold.
               When Israel were captives in Babylon, (which is the first country where men fell into idolatry, the land of Shinar during the days of Nimrod) false prophets would give them false hope saying they would return to their home lands in Israel and Judah. They expected Zedekiah and his sons to come with a federated army with the Egyptians and solders which escaped capture from other nations and set them free. But, the true prophet Jeremiah wrote them a prophetic word of wisdom saying: Jeremiah 29: Vs.1 Now these are the words of the letter that Jeremiah the prophet sent from Jerusalem unto the residue of the elders which were carried away captives, and to the priest, and to the prophets and to the people whom Nebuchadnezzar had carried away captive from Jerusalem to Babylon; Vs.2 (After that Jeconiah the king and the queen, and the eunuchs, the princes of Judah and Jerusalem, and the carpenters, and smiths, were departed from Jerusalem;) Vs.3 By the hand of Elasah the son of Shaphan, and Gimeriah the son of Hilkiah, (whom Zedekiah king of Judah sent unto Babylon to Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon) saying, Vs.4 Thus saith the Lord of Host, the God of Israel, unto all that are carried away captives, whom I have caused to be carried away from Jerusalem unto Babylon; Vs.5 Build ye houses, and dwell in them; and plant gardens and eat the fruit of them; Vs.6 Take ye wives, and beget sons and daughters; and take wives for your sons, and give your daughters to husbands, that they may bear sons and daughters to husbands, that ye may be increased there, and not diminished. Vs.7 And seek the peace of the city whither I have caused you to be carried away captives, and pray unto the Lord for it: for in peace thereof shall ye have peace. Vs.8 For thus saith the Lord of host, the God of Israel; Let not your prophets and your diviners, that be in the midst of you, deceive you, neither hearken to your dreams which ye cause to be dreamed. Vs.9 For they prophesy falsely unto you in my name, saith the Lord. Vs. 10 For thus saith the Lord, That after seventy years be accomplished at Babylon I will visit you, and perform my good word toward you, in causing you to return to this place. Vs.11 For I know the thoughts that I think towards you, saith the Lord, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected end.

When people have a deep desire for something, such as their homeland, they seek for a way to attain it. Those who walk by sight make their final judgments based on how things appear. Our enemy knows how to capitalize on this weakness of humanity and exploit all who live by sight. Those who walk and live by their Faith depend on and trust what God sees. When our Faith and Trust is Him, we enjoy His rest and peace. satan can’t get a foot hold on those who Trust God’s Words. The reason the nation of Israel and Judah went into captivity in the first place was because of their idolatry, abominations and broken covenants. People of Faith keep covenant with God. People born in sin can’t fulfill the law on their own, but they can keep covenant if they prepare their hearts to do so. God used the story of the Rechabites to display this to Jeremiah the Prophet (Jeremiah 35:1-19). However Israel chose not to keep Gods commandments even after they decided to comply. God commanded them to let their slaves which were their brethren go free on the seventh year. This statuette was given by Moses. Another broken statuette was failure to keep the Sabbath year in which they were not to till and sow their land every seventh year but let it rest. Because they broke these particular commandments, God had legal rights to let them go into captivity to judge their idolatry. Idolaters won’t keep covenant because their first love is something they adore more than God. They are not people of Faith. They always look for another hope and they doubt God’s Word and doubt is a disabler. Whatever a farmer plants that’s what will grow from his ground. With this in mind most farmers plant crops that will do them good and fulfill a needed purpose. Likewise every man should go about doing good by others because, just like the farmer whatever we do sets something in motion that will grow and come back to us as a reward or payment whether it’s good or evil. If the farmer plants weeds instead of corn he will have weeds which he will regret planting. Because God’s covenant people acted on idolatry, the laws of sowing and reaping demanded what they put in motion come back to them as their reward. Seeing that God keeps covenant He devised a perfect plan that will assist Him in keeping His side of the covenant with Father Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, satisfy the justice of the law of sowing and reaping, show the whole world where it is He stands against their idolatry, encourage people of Faith and strengthen the future generations to hate all idolatry showing them the foolishness of it. King Nebuchadnezzar would be instrumental in helping God solve His problems. Because Gods people fell into idolatry, he gave them an idolatrous king to be their king. In fact if they refused to surrender to king Nebuchadnezzar and give him their lives, they would be destroyed. If they did surrender and give Nebuchadnezzar their lives, they would live and do well and serve him because he would take their lives for a prey and they would be his.  They rejected God as their king so God gave them a king. They surrendered their lives to a dead dumb idol and reaped a living idolatrous king to rule them and take them out of their land. This was prophesized first by Moses in (Leviticus Chapter 26 Key Verses 27-35). This judgment was to happen if they broke covenant by not allowing the land to rest every seventh year. Idolatrous people will not keep covenant. Our God loves us and will use a situation to explain many things. Every surrounding nation had heard about the mighty exodus from Egypt and greatly feared the mighty God of Israel but when Israel rejected their Faith in God they grew disobedient and in some cases did worse than the gentiles (Jeremiah chapter 2 and Ezekiel Chapter 16 Key verse 27). For these reasons the neighboring nations witnessed Israel get a whipping from Father God so to speak. While God was at it he also judged the idolatry of every nation surrounding Israel with his servant king Nebuchadnezzar. They were all taken captive together (Isaiah chapter 23 & Jeremiah Chapters 25 & 27). God even rewarded Nebuchadnezzar with Egypt for his obedient victory against Tyrus (Ezekiel 29:17-18). Idolatry was punished on every level before God was done. After seventy years every nation had a new respect and fear for the God of Israel who keeps Covenant. Enemies of the covenant was also destroyed or rendered harmless. Ezekiel the priest was also a prophet to the captives. He received   revelation from Father God concerning Babylonian captives of Israel.  He represented God to them in hopes that they would repent but they were arrogant and would not. He also prophesied things to come among those who were yet to be captives. Jeremiah and Ezekiel were prophets who were also sons of Priests. In other words God sent the most patient men of God who were Prophets to his hard headed and hard hearted people. God remains merciful when his people went astray, when they needed him the most!  Don’t misunderstand; God was very angry with his people but he remained merciful in true hopes to save all he could. Remember, God sets goods things in motion towards His people to help them win in life. It’s up to every generation of mankind to take notice by Faith and fall in love with Gods perfect ways of life. God’s ways are proven. They give life to all who do them. They give life in a multiplied way though it’s not noticeable at the beginning of your faithfulness. Those who continue with patience always grow in every way of their faithfulness. They always abound.  But those who cease to be faithful to doing God’s Word always regress to the point their lives become weakened in every way. Some still think they are strong in the Lord and that their lives are pleasing to Him. They carry themselves in a very boisterous way and their lives are full of hypocrisy. Their vision is diminished and their logic failure and in those days Israel thought they were invincible. When Jeremiah prophesized about the soon coming Captivity many people took his words very lightly. Ezekiel also had many bouts with the same rebellion. God knows the response of His people towards His two servants who did not lie but faithfully spoke His words of prophesy. 
For a moment, imagine yourself in Israel’s position. God sent warning to you to surrender your whole life to king Nebuchadnezzar and he would take you away to his kingdom, a land you know not and you and your family would have to do as he says for the rest of your natural lives and so will your generations that you know of. If you tried to rebel, fight or run away you would certainly put yourself in a more miserable condition. More than likely you’d die, if you resist and fight, you would die on the battle field because God gave victory to king Nebuchadnezzar. If you resist and fight, you would definitely die on the battlefield. If you ran you would definitely get caught and then you would go to Babylon the capital of all idolatry as a prisoner and not a servant. Foreign jails are only one step better than hell.  If you did make it to another country, it was also prophesized that Nebuchadnezzar would overtake them too. So, your excuses better not be a lie when his soldiers ask you to explain why you did not surrender before fleeing. They have short patients with insincere traitors. They had their spies sent out and they were familiar with the leadership of every county and town they prepared to capture long before the army would arrive. Their artist could make identical prints of those whom they would target in order that Nebuchadnezzar would know who’s who. Most strangers talk and dress different than natives and their children are a dead giveaway that they are not from around here. Traveler’s ways are hard to blend in without notice so the word of God came true in the lives of those who were disobedient. God always thinks of everything. He ordained the perfect plan He put in motion at the very time it was most necessary. Now, take notice to the order, those who surrendered believed the prophets of God and took God at His Word and in Babylon, they were first. Those who were captured were put in a much more miserable condition and were less fortunate because of their lack of faith in God. Those who fought back against Nebuchadnezzar’s army were killed. Those who fled to other countries were prisoners in their captivity and some were killed. 
The captivity was important. It was God’s plan to punish and put an end to national idolatry, put in motion by king Jeroboam.  There were so many of God’s covenant people which turned to dead idolatry that God had to put an end to it. It was better for Israel to go into captivity and loose all they knew and owned than to miss out on eternity. Hell is much worse than Babylonian captivity. In captivity the days seemed longer and their culture was challenged. They were taking orders from people who ate animals which were considered unclean. They baked bread using their own dung (Ezekiel 4:9-17). They had to eat food that they never would eat. They had a great longing to return to Jerusalem, a land that they would never set eyes on again. They had dreams of returning. They also had false prophets among them which gave them false hope and worthless encouragement. I could imagine the first captives cheering on what they believed to be true prophets as they spoke of returning to Israel with all the favored prosperity they would desire and suddenly their countenance would fall beginning with the taller men as they recognize king Zedekiah being paraded about in the streets of Babylon as their enemies triumphed over him with his eyes put out. They know now that he will not be heading up a united army coming soon to rescue the captives and as they hear of the death of his sons from his own mouth they know they are not ever coming either. So the words or the prophet Jeremiah will not so easily fade away under the voice of those false prophets which they were so fast to hear and put trust in. I can imagine the bold fiery words of the false prophet’s voice grew colder and faint as he sees the countenance fall on the faces of the people and when he turns his head to see the sight behind him; he hears the screams of the women as they cry in great sorrow and he sees king Zedekiah for himself he realizes he’s no prophet at all and searches for a place he can disappear into, as dog who runs with his ears back and his tail between his legs. With all of this in sight the generations realize this man cannot help me and his hope is but a lie. A new respect for young Jeremiah is now on the horizon that they disrespected in their potent unbelief. Unbelief is worse than doubt it’s rejection!
Now over time, those who refuse to repent will find something to believe that they approve of, something people of pride would desire. It will seem good no matter how farfetched. We see this displayed for us in Jeremiah chapters forty two and forty three. In Chapter Forty two we see all the captains of the forces and Johanan son of Kareah, and Jezahiah the son of Hoshaiah, and all to people from the least the even unto the greatest, came near. (Note that they came from the least unto the greatest to finally seek Jeremiah’s counsel from God. They heard his words before but wouldn’t believe, then they were witnesses of his word’s coming to pass to the point that they sought him out. Remember the greatest were last to seek him. They all promised to obey whatever God would reveal for them in verses five and six. The word of God did come to Jeremiah’s after ten days (Jeremiah 42: 8 - 43:13). When the Word of God did come, Jeremiah spoke it to them. He warned them not to go into Egypt. Quoting he said: (Vs. 19) “The Lord hath said concerning you, O ye remnant of Judah; Go ye not into Egypt: Know certainly that I have admonished you this day. (Vs. 20) For ye dissembled in your hearts, when ye sent me unto the Lord your God, saying, Pray for us unto the Lord our God; and according unto all that the Lord our God shall say, so declare unto us and we will do it. Take notice that Jeremiah spoke a word of knowledge in verse 20 saying “ For ye dissembled in your hearts, when ye sent me to pray unto the Lord your God, saying, Pray for us unto the Lord our God; and according to all that the Lord our God shall say, so declare unto us and we will do it. They dissembled in their hearts from the day they sent Jeremiah to seek God on their behalf and when God’s counsel came they refused it and disobeyed. They went to Egypt anyway. (Jeremiah 43: 4) So, Johanan the son of Kareah and all the Captains of the forces, and all the people, obeyed not the voice of the Lord, to dwell in the land of Judah. (Vs. 5)  But Johanan the son of Kareah, and all the captives of the forces, took all the remnant of Judah, that were returned from all nations, whither they had been driven, to dwell in the land of Judah; (Vs. 6) Even men, and women, and children, and the kings daughters, and every person that Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard had left with Gedaliah the son of Ahikam the son of Shaphan, and Jeremiah the prophet, and Baruch the son of Neriah.  (Vs.7) So they came to the Land of Egypt: for they obeyed not the voice of the Lord: thus they came to Tahpanhes. (Vs. 8) Then came the word of the Lord unto Jeremiah in Tahpanhes saying, (Vs. 9) Take great stones in thine hand, and hide them in the clay in the brick kiln, which is at the entry of Pharaoh’s house in Tahpanhes, in sight of the men of Judah; (Vs. 10) And say unto them, Thus saith the Lord of host, the God of Israel; Behold, I will send and take Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, my servant, and will set his throne upon these stones that I have hid; and he shall spread his royal pavilion over them. (Vs. 11) And when he cometh, he shall smite the land of Egypt, and deliver such as for death to death; and such as for captivity to captivity; and such as are for the sword to the sword. (Vs. 12) And I will kindle a fire in the houses of the gods of Egypt, and he shall burn them, and carry them captives: and he shall array himself with the land of Egypt, as a shepherd putteth on a garment; and he shall go forth hence in peace. (Vs. 13) He shall break also the images of Bethshemeth, that is in the land of Egypt; and the houses of the gods of the Egyptians shall he burn with fire. Look at the great wisdom of God again, Jeremiah the Prophet was also taken by force to Egypt when rebellious Johanan and the captains and all the people came there. In verses eight and nine, Jeremiah was ordered by God to hide great stones in the clay in the brick kiln at the entrance of Pharaoh’s house. Then He ordered Nebuchadnezzar to come set his throne there. Jeremiah was commanded to hide these great stones in to sight of the men of Judah. They saw Jeremiah hide those stones at high noon so to speak and then knew that he had no way of contacting king Nebuchadnezzar he was right there in Egypt with them daily. People that won’t trust God won’t trust his prophets either. I can imagine the men of Judah observing Jeremiah hiding great stones in the clay in their sight and mocking him saying what is this fool doing now. I can imagine the comments of the false prophets minimizing the words of Jeremiah and stealing the confidence of likeminded people. Because everyone had seen and experienced the words of Jeremiah come to pass, everyone in opposition attempted to find fault and minimize and accuse him. Remember these are also those who vowed to obey the voice of God and then afterwards repented away from the vow they made! As time continued their hearts grew harder even to the point that they defended making cakes to the queen of Heaven (Jeremiah 14:15-16)! But eventually the day came as assuredly as it would that king Nebuchadnezzar’s armies were heard thundering into Egypt surrounding their king who easily took leadership of Egypt in the view of their witness and took the Pharaoh king of Egypt captive. Then the day came when Nebuchadnezzar in his own free will set his throne upon the stones laid together by the hands of God’s true Prophet Jeremiah setting up his royal pavilion in their sight. At this point they couldn’t deny the words of Jeremiah which they did remember and they knew they all were wrong.  At this point their pride had no comfort for them. Nebuchadnezzar did judgment upon those who deserved death and captivity and those who deserved the sword (Jeremiah 48:10-11). He destroyed the trusted idols in the very of sight of all according to all of Jeremiahs words. Dogs tuck their tails between their hind legs. Cats lay their ears back when in fear. The faces of men, loses its stern countenance and their cheeks are filled with shame and their once loud bragging words are hushed to a sorrowful silence. Some will curse and swear because they hate to be wrong. But none of those rebellious, unbelieving men and women ever saw the land of Israel again! The words of their false prophets were again revealed to be dead words for dead men! In the kingdom of Babylon the news of Nebuchadnezzar’s great victory would again reach the ears of the captives of Israel as they hear loud shouting’s of victory as Nebuchadnezzar returned celebrated as the new king of Egypt as he was celebrated as the new king of Israel and Assyria and Tyre and so on. At this point there are no other allies to come set them free. Once again the proud men were slaves in a foreign land whose speech they did not understand. They probably stoned those false prophets who made them have false hope and they had time to reflect on their ways of sin and their long list of broken covenants. They ignored the voices of Jeremiah, Ezekiel and Isaiah and took true men of God lightly and now they are paying for it. Idolatry never worked for them and now on the judgment side of life, they have nothing but time to realize it. On the free course side of life they wouldn’t hear. On the captive side of life, it doesn’t matter much what they believe. They still have to continue with their judgment! 
New Course

Now as we close out with this chapter remember our God thinks of all things and He knew their rebellion. So consider what God did. His covenant people are now captive. The thought of them going back to Israel in freedom is way out of the question. In due time, they will be tempted to look to their new king, Nebuchadnezzar. They were warned not to fear him but people who are contrary to keep covenant live in a pattern of disobedience. Remember the fear of man is idolatry Ecclesiastes 12, reads the whole duty of man is to fear God and keep his commandments. Understand that God knows the hearts and mindsets of his people. He snares the crafty by their craftiness. And the wicked gets caught by the traps they have set. It is a good thing that God had mercy on His people and put a plan in place that would work to destroy their idolatry, expose their hearts, bring everlasting honor to His prophets and all those who keep faith and trust in their words, show His position by the judgment set against their pride and rewarded those who worked evil with captivity. The works and wonders of God were used to speak volumes to the whole world. All men of that time were placed under Nebuchadnezzar’s rule. People easily look to what is powerful. satan always seeks power and so do his people. Idolaters of every sort will regard what is powerful but men of faith look to God no matter what seems powerful in the world. Men of faith won’t wonder at the world or glory in men. Israel always sought other gods like the gentiles whom they looked to, so God sent Nebuchadnezzar in His great wisdom to judge all idolatry in all their faces. Every tribe and tongue was servants of Nebuchadnezzar and no one could subdue him even when they petitioned their gods. Every nation dreamed that their nation would come with armies and deliver them but it could not happen for them. As they each saw their kings come to Babylon being paraded about in the streets as an open show with Nebuchadnezzar and his armies triumphed over them, their strength hope and courage to resist him was diminished. They all settled into life at Babylon and the wisest of their people were made to serve Nebuchadnezzar among his administration at Babylon. They were perfectly subdued. At this point, satan’s temptation went from seeking idols to idolizing king Nebuchadnezzar. Now, hearing all the nations of the world praising you and cheering you on and seeing their endless number is an avid work against the human mind. Remember in Daniel chapter two Nebuchadnezzar was a man who considered the Lord God Almighty. He honored God and kept his word and remembered Daniel and made Daniel a great man, and gave him many great gifts and made him ruler over the whole province of Babylon and chief of the governors over all the wise men of Babylon. In chapter three we witness Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego , men who Daniel requested of the king to be over the affairs of the province of Babylon stood strong in faith and did not fall into foolish idolatry at the kings orders but was placed in the hot fiery furnace! When miracles happen in the sight of people, they always work to cause men to get off of the fence, and choose God’s way of Life, or satan’s way of the world. Nebuchadnezzar did repent and he not only honored God but promoted Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego making them governors of the province and made a decree that everyone is to worship their God and serve only Him!  Nebuchadnezzar is one who sought to know God out of darkness. I have great respect towards those who Believe God’s Word and Trust in Him out of darkness and against all odds! The land of Babylon is the ancient land of Shinar where idol worship began. God always chooses the best for his purposes. Nebuchadnezzar grew weary of the lies and deceit of the magicians, sorcerers and the Chaldeans. In chapter one he vowed to have all of them killed if they could not show his dream and give the interpretation of it. They could not but Daniel who was of the captive of the Jews sought the True and Living God who gave Nebuchadnezzar that dream of future kingdoms and then he gave the interpretation of it and there by spared the lives of all of them and also by this he was promoted as second in command of Babylon. Nebuchadnezzar trusted God at a time when most would not. Nebuchadnezzar was called the servant of God and along with that, God made His people his servants until their judgment was over and complete. He was the perfect king fit to help God’s people learn a valuable lesson against all idolatry. He was the king of Babylon which is also the land of Shinar where idolatry began in the earth. Before the flood all men knew that God was God but they rebelled. After the flood, men began to worship other gods of their making at the plain of Shinar. Nebuchadnezzar was a king that desired and sought the Truth. His heart and was redeemable and good before the Lord. The Lord knew that Nebuchadnezzar had desire to know the Truth.  As he began to take kingdoms of men, he noticed their trust and soon failure as they put trust in all the gods they desperately severed even unto the king of Egypt. When his armies would come and raid, people would call on their gods and get captured, by him continually. Their idols were built to be impressive and fierce looking and when his soldiers destroyed them none was delivered by them and those who sought them went in to captivity anyway. By the time Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego were captured, Nebuchadnezzar was ready to destroy false guidance even the Chaldeans who were well respected throughout the world. The magicians astrologers and sorcerers and Chaldeans couldn’t show king Nebuchadnezzar his dream and the interpretation of it according to Daniel Chapter two. He did order their death and Arioch was on his way to slay them along with Daniel and his fellows but Daniel answered with counsel and wisdom to Arioch, captain of the kings guard and was presented to the king and desired of the king to give him time and he would come back and show the king the interpretations of his dream. Daniel and his three friends sought God for the secret dream and interpretation that they may live. And the Lord revealed the dream and interpretation in a dream to Daniel and he then revealed it all to king Nebuchadnezzar which promoted Daniel and his three friends, Daniel being now second in command over Babylon. Nebuchadnezzar honored the true and living God calling him a revealer of secrets this shows that king Nebuchadnezzar had a good and salvageable heart. satan always looks for a way in, a way to destroy what is Godly and he always challenges kings for it is the easiest way to take a kingdom for his own use. In Daniel chapter three we see that Nebuchadnezzar made an image of gold for everyone to worship and anyone who does not will be put into a fiery furnace. Kings fall into various types of fears at times. Seeing multitudes of people can seem frightening especially when you’ve uprooted them out of their land. satan used Nebuchadnezzar’s fears against him causing him to do what Jeroboam the son of Nebat did; another country same demonic tactic. To the people this would be taking the easy way out, starting over without conflict giving in to their new life forgetting their old ways and becoming patriotic to this new king. Just worship his god and all would be fine. satan lies on both ends, the king’s end and the peoples end. Satan’s lies were intended to cause the king and the people to worry and enter into fear. Worry is a reducer. It destroys heart strength and then all strength if left unchallenged. Fear is a driver. Whoever speaks or acts on fear, by doing so they produce it within their lives. If the king acts on his fear of the people and the people on to their fear of the king and again they all put satan in charge of their lives and destiny. But Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego completely defied satan’s lies and by standing for what is True, they exposed his deception against humanity for what it was, and then God was able to show Himself strong on their behalf honoring them with Life and strategic Promotion. The Lord looks daily for such men and women. They became the Vision of the people and king Nebuchadnezzar saw the Son of God walking in the fire with them and called them out and honored them because he repented. He saw that the fire which was so hot that it killed the guards as they opened the door had no power to harm Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. He then gave honor to God and made a decree. Daniel chapter three verses 28-30 reads: (Vs. 28 Then Nebuchadnezzar spake, and said, Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, who hath sent his angel, and delivered his servants that trusted in Him, and have changed the king’s word, and yielded their bodies, that they might not serve nor worship any god, except their own God. (Vs. 29 Therefore I make a decree, That every people, nation, and language, which speak anything amiss against the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, shall be cut in pieces, and their houses shall be made a dunghill; because there is no other God that can deliver after this sort. (Vs, 30 Then the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, in the province of Babylon. So now it is law in Babylon, of all places, that everyone must never speak amiss against the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego or they’d be cut in pieces and their houses shall be made a dunghill. And they were promoted over the province of Babylon. The Lord is honored in this time of recompense in the sight and vision of all nations at that time. Idols were exposed and God honored His true people who live by their Faith in His Words in the sight of all men and the king did honor God. God can always build on the lives of those who stand in faith those who stand for truth. King Nebuchadnezzar may seem like a wayward man to some but God looks at the heart. This man who was so dangerous was perfect for carrying out Gods works against idolatry which is lies and dishonor against humanity. All men are made in God’s image. The Lord is a three part being and so are we. This is important to know because Nebuchadnezzar had a hunger to know truth in his heart but his mind was unclear and his body is the weakest link just as it is with all mankind. He’s really no more wayward than anyone else. We all have to grow in order to defeat our challenges and faithfully overcome. He did good coming out of a nation full of idolatry being their king. Daniel and his friends set the pace by Godly standards but they came from a nation with a history of Godly training and counsel. Thanks be to God who put this dream team together to perfectly judge idolatry and expose it for the darkness it is and show all men the True Love of God and to show them where He stands. God saw Nebuchadnezzar’s heart and Chose him for his purposes. He sought truth. His desire for truth was greater than his hunger for power and pride. The second part of man is the mind which is more unstable than the heart. The mind can be amazed at God opposing lies of the enemy. Idolatry can seem true to the mind. Every day people are satisfied with false opinions to the point they don’t seek greater and more honorable Truth especially when many others share the same persuasions. This was also true with king Nebuchadnezzar. After Daniel’s dream, interpretation and the accuracy of it and after the four man fire scene, you would think he would completely keep full Trust in God; but over time, old persuasions creep back to our thoughts. God loves us all and is patient, as long as our hearts are good, He has something to work with. Proud people always look for something which they approve of. Fear is always an agent of pride just as faith is always an agent of Love. At this point in Nebuchadnezzar’s kingdom, God needed him to stop fearing the people. And he needed the people to stop fearing Nebuchadnezzar so Daniel gave Nebuchadnezzar the Word of the Lord according to Daniel chapter 4:18-21 the whole of Daniel chapter four reads: (Daniel 4 Vs. 1 Nebuchadnezzar the king, unto all people, nations, and languages, that dwell in all the earth; peace be multiplied unto you. (Vs. 2 I thought it good to shew the signs and wonders that the high God hath wrought towards me. (Vs. 3 How great are His signs! And how mighty are His wonders! His Kingdom is an Everlasting Kingdom, and His dominion is from generation to generation. (Vs .4 I Nebuchadnezzar was at rest in mine house, and flourishing in my palace: (Vs. 5 I saw in a dream which made me afraid, and the visions of my head troubled me. (Vs. 6 Therefore made I a decree to bring in all the wise men of Babylon before me, that they might make known unto me the dream. (Vs. 7 Then came in the magicians, the astrologers, the Chaldeans, and the soothsayers: and I told the dream before them; but they did not make known unto me the interpretation thereof. (Vs. 8 But at last Daniel came in before me, whose name was Belteshazzar, according to the name of my god, and in whom is the spirit of the holy gods: and before him I told the dream saying, (Vs. 9 O Belteshazzar, master of the magicians, because I know that the spirit of the holy gods is in thee, and that no secret troubleth thee, tell me the visions of my dream that I have seen, and the interpretation thereof.(Vs. 10 thus were the visions of my head in my bed; I saw, and behold a tree in the midst of the earth, and the height thereof was great. (Vs.11 The tree grew and was strong, and the height thereof reached unto heaven, and the sight thereof to the end of all the earth: (Vs. 12 The leaves thereof were fair, and the fruit thereof much, and it was meat for all: the beast of the field had shadow under it, and the fowls of the heaven dwelt in the boughs thereof, and all flesh was fed of it. (Vs.13 I saw the visions of my head upon my head upon my bed, and behold, a watcher and an holy one came down from heaven; (Vs. 14 He cried aloud, and said thus, hew down the tree, and cut off his branches, shake off his leaves, and scatter his fruit; let the beast get away from under it, and the fowls from his branches: (Vs. 15 Nevertheless leave the stump of his roots in the earth, even with the band of iron and brass, in the tender grass of the field; and let it be wet with the dew of heaven, and let his portion be with the beast in the grass of the earth: (Vs.16 Let his heart be changed from man’s and let a beast heart be given unto him; and let seven times pass over him. (Vs. 17 This matter is by the decree of the watchers, and the demand by the words of the holy ones: to the intent that the most high ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever he will and setteth up over it the basest of men. (Vs. 18 This dream I king Nebuchadnezzar have seen. Now thou, O Belteshazzar, declare the interpretation thereof, forasmuch as all the wise men of my kingdom are not able to make known unto me the interpretation: but thou are able; for the spirit of the holy gods is in thee. (Vs. 19 Then Daniel whose name is Belteshazzar, was astonished for one hour and his thoughts troubled him. The king spake, and said, Belteshazzar let not the dream, or the interpretations trouble thee. Belteshazzar answered and said, My lord, the dream be to them that hate thee, and the interpretation to thine enemies. (Vs. 20 The tree that thou sawest, which grew, and was strong, whose height reached unto the heaven, and the sight thereof to all the earth; (Vs. 21 Whose leaves were fair, and the fruit thereof much, and in it was meat for all: under which the beast of the field dwelt, and upon whose branches the fowls of the heaven had their habitation: (Vs.22 It is thou, O king that are grown and are strong: for thy greatness is grown and reacheth unto heaven, and thy dominion to the end of the earth. (Vs.23 And whereas the king saw a watcher and an holy one coming down from heaven, and saying Hew the tree down, and destroy it; yet leave the stump of the roots thereof in the earth, even with a band of iron and brass, in the tender grass of the field; and let it be wet with the dew of heaven, and let his portion be with the beast of the field, till seven times pass over him; (Vs. 24 This is the interpretation O king, and this is the decree of the most High, which is come upon  my lord the king;  (Vs. 25 That they drive thee from men, and thy dwelling shall be with the beast of the field, and they shall make thee to eat grass as oxen, and they shall wet thee with the dew of heaven, and seven times shall pass over thee, till thou know that the Most High rulleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever he will. (Vs.26 And whereas they commanded to leave the stomp of the roots; thy kingdom shall be sure to thee, after that thou shalt have known that the heavens do rule. (Vs. 27 Wherefore, O king, let my counsel be acceptable unto thee, and break off thy sins by righteousness, and thine iniquities by shewing mercy to the poor, if it may be a lengthening of thy tranquility. (Vs.28 all this came upon the king Nebuchadnezzar. (Vs. 29 At the end of twelve months he walked in the palace of the kingdom of Babylon. (Vs. 30 The king spake and said, Is not this great Babylon, that I have built for the house of the kingdom by the might of my power, and for the honor of my majesty? (Vs. 31 While the word was in the kings mouth, there fell a voice from heaven, saying, O king Nebuchadnezzar, to thee it is spoken; The kingdom is departed from thee. (Vs. 32 And they shall drive thee from men, and thy dwelling shall be with the beast of the field: they shall make thee to eat grass as oxen, and seven times shall pass over thee, until thou know that the Most High rulleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever He will. (Vs. 33 The same hour was the thing fulfilled upon Nebuchadnezzar; and he was driven from men, and did eat grass as oxen, and his body was wet with the dew of heaven, till his hairs were grown like eagle’s feathers, and his nails like birds claws. (Vs. 34 And at the end of days I Nebuchadnezzar lifted up mine eyes unto heaven, and mine understanding returned unto me, and I blessed the Most High, and I praised and honoured Him that liveth for ever, whose dominion is everlasting dominion and His kingdom is from generation to generation: (Vs. 35 And all the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing; and He doest according to His will in the army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth: and none can stay His hand, or say unto Him, What doest thou? (Vs. 36 At that same time my reasoning returned unto me,  and for the glory of my kingdom, mine honour and brightness retuned unto me; and my counselors and my lords sought unto me; and I was established in my kingdom, and excellent majesty was added unto me. (Vs. 37 Now I Nebuchadnezzar praise and extol and honour the King of Heaven, all whose works are truth, and His ways judgment: and those who walk in pride He is able to abase.     We see in this chapter Nebuchadnezzar speaking boast fully in verse thirty. In verse thirty one, while the word was in the kings mouth, there fell a voice from heaven, saying, O king Nebuchadnezzar to thee it is spoken; the kingdom is departed from thee. And they shall drive thee from men, and thy dwelling shall be with the beast of the field: they shall make thee to eat grass as oxen, and seven times shall pass over thee, until thou know that the most High rulleth in the kingdom of men, and gives it to whomsoever He will. So everyone heard the words of Nebuchadnezzar and then the Words of God. During the seven times which is seven years, people would sometimes see their king in the wilderness behaving like an animal. The man they once feared who took them away from their home and killed their kings or placed them in captivity is now wandering about like an animal. So the people who rebelliously looked to man is forced to behold a man they cannot look to and they know God did all of this so they have to consider Him. And, even during this seven year timeframe, there old idolatry is useless just as it always was but there is no one to promise them lies anymore because Daniel was over the kingdom and he loves to the Lord only. Previously Nebuchadnezzar made it against Babylonian law to speak anything against the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego and the penalty would be that that they would be cut in pieces and their houses would be made a dunghill. This law was enforced. These four men were In charge of the province of Babylon and satan had no puppet that was greater in power. The land of Israel enjoyed her Sabbath years. All idolaters were brought low with shame. The rebellious were punished. The God fearing men learned righteousness and every one began to prosper as righteous leaders were in charge. All men grow and elevate when they behold the Life of God in action. The word of God spoken and the Word of God in living action produce Vision in the hearts of men. It can even become a standard overall. But when sinners rule, those who love the worldly ways will weaken and begin to lose their learned living standards. Isaiah 26: 9-10 reads: (Vs.9 With my soul I have desired thee in the night; yea, with my spirit within me will I seek thee early: for when thy judgments are in the earth, the inhabitants of the world will learn righteousness. (Vs.10 Let favour be shewed to the wicked, yet will he not learn righteousness: in the land of uprightness will he deal unjustly, and will not behold the majesty of the Lord. With this in mind, consider the wisdom of God in His use of king Nebuchadnezzar, Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. These five men together changed the course of the whole world destroyed and judged the witchcraft of Egypt, the idolatry of Israel and limited the idolatry of the other nations, as they brought honor to God before all!  Five is the number that is always associated with judgment throughout the word of God. At the end of Nebuchadnezzar’s seven years he was reinstated as king again. Now this was a wonder of the world in those days, when the kingdom heard their king was back those who hated Godliness desired to have an idolatrous power hungry king which is what they were used to. But king Nebuchadnezzar was a new man with new boldness to always honor God. Consider Daniel 4: 34-37. Those who thought he would remove Daniel Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego beheld king Nebuchadnezzar maintain the standards that were set and honor God and God was with him at the end of the seven years the mind of Nebuchadnezzar was changed. He became more stable and his heart was strong. When we, in our days study God’s Word or see it in action, our mind becomes renewed and we gain the ability to live more stable life. Jesus said the spirit of man is willing but the flesh is weak. Whenever we renew our minds with God’s Word, we receive and believe intelligence from a God’s eye view with His powerful perspectives we can judge what’s wrong and choose what is right and grow much stronger. Amen. We are all greatly limited with our own understanding only but as we Trust  Gods Word allowing it to define us we can receive God’s grace and live and unlimited life in a much more abundant way like those of heaven and much better than those of Egypt.
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