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basketball, badminton, shuffleboard, etc. The existing six tennis
courts have already been refurbished, with two of them being dualpurposed for tennis and pickle ball. In addition, the plan includes
a covered picnic area, a fit park, and an open space for activities
like yoga. The Recreation Renewal also foresees upgrades to the
Recreation building. Watch for further announcements of what
will be developed after the mini-golf is completed.

Need for Speed

Bear theme for hole 14

Mini-golf anyone?
“Mini-golf anyone?” is a phrase never used before in Waskesiu.
However, it will be heard frequently this coming season when
a fabulous, PANP themed mini-golf course opens. Thanks to
tremendous donor support from folks like you, the new minigolf will open in 2018 adjacent to the tennis courts on Montreal
Drive.
Excitement is building! The wheels started turning for site
preparation in September and continued until the snow came.
Trees were cleared. The site was leveled, graded, and prepared
for the putting surfaces. A mini-lake in the shape of Waskesiu
Lake was dug and lined. Major components, including a bear,
beaver, pelican, and eagle were manufactured and received for
installation on the appropriately themed holes in the spring.
See our website’s gallery for a selection of photos showing the
site preparation and some of these custom components. Also
on our website’s mini-golf page, you will see a course layout
with a list of the 18 hole themes. Which one will become your
favourite?
The Waskesiu Recreation Association teamed with the Waskesiu
Foundation on the mini-golf project, which is one feature within
a larger development called the Waskesiu Recreation Area
Renewal. A professional landscape architect prepared a Master
Plan for the Recreation Association property on the corner of
Waskesiu Drive and Montreal Drive. The Master Plan proposes
landscaping, including tree carvings, for the entire area, and
identifies new activities. It lays out locations for facilities like
the mini-golf and a sport court, which may include volleyball,

We have great news! SaskTel DSL high speed internet is
coming to Waskesiu!
The Community Council,
Parks Canada and SaskTel
signed a Memorandum of
Agreement (MOA) in midDecember where SaskTel
agreed to have the DSL High Speed Internet service up and
running for the summer of 2018. Service will be via telephone
lines to businesses, residents and seasonal residents. For those of
you technically inclined, the service will provide 5 Mbps and up
to 10 Mbps download speed, plus 640 Kbps and up to 800 Kbps
upload speed. Once the service is available for sign-up, SaskTel
will make a more formal announcement and will contact those
residents, seasonal residents and businesses who have expressed
interest in subscribing. There is no need for you to contact SaskTel
before then.
It was truly a community effort over the past several months to
make this happen. For a high speed internet installation to be
viable in our seasonal community, it required a combination of
businesses, Parks Canada, permanent residents and seasonal
residents expressing interest to sign up, in addition to a community
capital contribution, dedication to the cause by community
organizations and a willingness by SaskTel to negotiate.
Thanks go to the Waskesiu Community Council (special thanks to
Jim Kerby), the Waskesiu Seasonal Residents Association (special
thanks to Rob Phillips), the Waskesiu Chamber of Commerce
(special thanks to Gord Bueckert) and Parks Canada (special
thanks to David Britton) for their hard work and for financial
contributions. Thanks also go to individuals for your donations
towards the capital cost and for your expressions of interest in
subscribing.
It’s just one more example of what a truly great community
Waskesiu really is.

What is Your Waskesiu Legacy?

A multi-season camp kitchen similar to this will be constructed at
Crean Lake in 2018

What else is up?
Thanks to your generosity, several other projects are completed
or in progress as well as sponsorships of events that benefit
Waskesiu. New camp kitchens are in use at the Narrows and
Point View day-use areas. The Waskesiu Golf Course clubhouse
boasts a new trophy shelf. Proceeds from an RCMP sponsored
golf tournament and from the Waskesiu Foundation helped
purchase two breathing apparatuses for the Waskesiu Fire
Department. Several successful events were sponsored in 2017
including Waskesiu Lakeside Music Festival, Outter Limits Fun Run,
Reel Rave Film Festival, and Crown the King Open Water Swim. It
was wonderful during the Canada 150 celebrations this year to
see the increased numbers of visitors enjoying these events and
the Waskesiu Foundation’s projects like the Bears on the Beach
playground, camp kitchens, disc golf and memorial benches.
In 2018, we look forward to completion of the mini-golf in
partnership with the Waskesiu Recreation Association, installation
of high speed internet and partnering with the Waskesiu Heritage
Museum to replace its iconic shack tent display in the spring.
Discussions have begun with Parks Canada about constructing a
multi-season camp kitchen on the former warden’s cabin site at
the entrance to Crean Lake. The new day-use area in this location
will honour the contributions of the Warden Service. Next steps
after the mini-golf in the Waskesiu Recreation Area Renewal
project will be considered soon.

Guests at Garden Party

We are grateful for the creation of Prince Albert National Park,
celebrating its 90th anniversary in 2018. We are thankful to
previous generations
who conceived and
created the park and
townsite we love and
enjoy today. Each of us
has personal reasons
why Waskesiu is such
a special place. We
owe it to our children,
grandchildren,
and
future generations to
ensure this tradition continues. What is your Waskesiu legacy?
One way to show support is through the Waskesiu Foundation,
both now and later - via a planned gift in your will. Our planned
giving program, known as Waskesiu Legacy, makes it easy. Read
about it on our website and talk to your financial planner and
lawyer. A gift can be made as a portion of your estate, including
cash, securities, life insurance, an RRSP or a RRIF. Use the
Contact Form on our website to indicate your interest and we
will be happy to speak with you.

A Gala Garden Party
More than a hundred people attended our Annual Donor
Recognition and Fundraising Dinner on July 8, 2017. The
Community Hall was transformed inside and out to a gorgeous
green and fuchsia Garden Party setting with flowers, herbs, and
rustic wood. Attendees raved about the delicious food. The hall
buzzed with guests socializing. The Rider VIP Package was an
extremely popular auction item. Your support of the dinner, the
live auction and the silent auction is greatly appreciated because
this is the Foundation’s main yearly fundraiser. Thanks to our
sponsors and auction donors for their significant contributions.
Please thank them by supporting their businesses.
Mark your calendars! Our 2018 event will be held on July 14. We
are considering themes and looking at ways to refresh this event
for your enjoyment.

Children’s activities at Lakeside Music Festival

Happy Anniversary!
What a year it was in 2017 with the celebration of Canada’s
sesquicentennial, more commonly known as Canada 150. Parks
Canada lead the way in the celebrations with the launch of the
Discovery Pass that gave everyone free admittance to the national
parks. Attendance was up in Prince Albert National Park. This was
the nudge for many people who had never been to the park or
had not been to the park in several years to experience Waskesiu.
The July 1 parade and ceremony drew an enormous crowd, taxing
the townsite parking and cellular telephone capacity. A Parks
Canada travelling team and its Canada 150 balloon attended
the Waskesiu Children’s Festival. The Waskesiu Heritage Museum
raffled an attractive red and white kayak complete with Canada
150 logos.
The third annual Lakeside Music Festival, blessed with great
weather, attracted a very large crowd. The festival grounds had a
continuous stage of live bands, a beer garden, multiple local food
vendors and displays. We were pleased to sponsor the children’s
bouncy castle and face painting activities that were also very
popular at the festival.
The volunteers who maintain the Paul Horne Memorial Arena on
Montreal Drive decorated the ice with Canada 150 logos and
Parks Canada provided hot dogs and hot chocolate to the skaters
who participated in the Canada 150 Skating Day on December
10. Waskesiu was one of 300 communities that participated. The
Canada 150 organization posted a Skating Day photo album
on Twitter, celebrating the day and included photos from the
Waskesiu Foundation.

Canada 150 Skating Day

Another landmark anniversary is imminent. The 90th anniversary
of Prince Albert National Park’s grand opening is in 2018. The
Waskesiu Heritage Museum and the Waskesiu Foundation will
team up to build a replica shack tent coordinated with this
anniversary. Look for a special design on the museum’s kayak
raffle to honour the 90th. Our project plans for 2018 are included
in the “What else is up?” article on the next page, but we also
have some plans for a special event or two in 2018. We’ll keep you
in suspense for now, but you’ll know as details are released if you
subscribe to eNews, visit our website, or follow us on Facebook
and Twitter.
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Message from
the Chair
I feel privileged to serve our
community
through
my
involvement
with
the
Waskesiu
Foundation
and
to work with a dedicated group of
directors. We on the Board owe a big thank you to our supporters
including individuals and partner organizations – Parks Canada
Agency, Waskesiu Recreation Association, Waskesiu Seasonal
Residents, Waskesiu Community Council, Waskesiu Chamber
of Commerce, Waskesiu Heritage Museum, Lobstick Golf Club,
Friends of the Park, and the Waskesiu Fire Department. It is you,
the community, who provide your ideas, time, and dollars to make
Waskesiu a better place. The Waskesiu Foundation is proud to
work with you to enhance the Waskesiu experience for visitors
and residents. Major improvements in the works for 2018 are
the mini-golf and the high speed internet. We look forward to
future opportunities through the Waskesiu Community Council’s
Vision 2020 & Beyond Community Action Plan and the Waskesiu
Recreation Association Master Plan.
Our Board has seen some changes this year. In 2017, we said
“so long” and thank you to retiring directors Gord Bueckert and
2018 Waskesiu Foundation Volunteer
Board of Directors
Chair
Past Chair
Treasurer

Derwin Arnstead, Regina
Jim Kerby, Saskatoon
Greg Thorimbert, Saskatoon

Grit McCreath. We welcomed Don Ravis and Barb Jones as new
directors. All of our directors are volunteers and I thank them for
their ongoing contributions. We are thankful for Raylene Kershaw,
our administrator, who is always pleasant, thorough, and accurate.
Thanks too to Chris Arnstead, our Recording Secretary, who takes
minutes at Board meetings.
Join the several hundred people that follow us on Twitter and
Facebook. Not only is this a good way to stay in touch with
the Waskesiu Foundation, but also you will find community
announcements, great park photos, and other information of local
interest . You can also stay up to date by reading our website,
waskesiufoundation.ca. Watch the home page for featured articles
updated throughout the year. The website is the easiest way to
make an online donation or to reach us via the Contact page.
I appreciate your support and encouragement. Please continue to
think of the Waskesiu Foundation in your giving plans, whether
it be general donations, the Waskesiu Recreation Renewal, our
endowment fund, planned giving through Waskesiu Legacy, or
donations in memory of loved ones for whom Waskesiu was a
special place.
Wishing you many happy Waskesiu moments in 2018,
Derwin

Directors
Barb Jones, Prince Albert
Myrna Nagy, Prince Albert
Anil Pandila, Prince Albert
Don Ravis, Saskatoon
Gord Thompson, Prince Albert
Charmaine Wintermute, Saskatoon

Administrator
Raylene Kershaw, Saskatoon
Recording Secretary
Chris Arnstead, Regina

2017 Board of Directors at the Garden Party in July. (Missing - Incoming Director Barb Jones)
Back row (L to R) - Greg Thorimbert, Anil Pandila, Myrna Nagy, Jim Kerby, Gord Thompson, Gord Bueckert
Front row (L to R) - Don Ravis, Charmaine Wintermute, Chris Arnstead, Derwin Arnstead, Raylene Kershaw, Grit McCreath

