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Our March Speaker is Dr. Sheila Halpin
Campaign for Grade Level Reading & Volunteer
Coordinator Manatee County School District

Sheila Halpin’s passion is that all early learners and their families have
the opportunities and support they need for success in preschool, school
and beyond. She aspires to instruct and mentor developing teachers to
ensure they understand that all children can learn. And through their
work together they are equipped to serve children and families of all races, ethnicities, abilities, and languages with the support that they need
for healthy growth, development, and school readiness.
Sheila has a unique blend of experiences as a former early learning center assistant director, a
classroom teacher, an early learning specialist, family engagement coordinator and the Campaign
for Grade Level Reading and volunteer coordinator. Sheila has a B.S. degree in Early, Elementary
Education, and Exceptional Student Education from Duquesne University, an M.Ed. in School Psychology and Counseling from Duquesne University and an Ed.D. in Child, Youth and Families Studies from Nova Southeastern University.
She has the privilege of working on the early learning initiative "Soar in 4." Soar in 4 is Manatee
County’s movement to create a network of parents, community organizations, and neighborhood
businesses that plan and carry out activities and opportunities that support young children’s healthy
growth, development, and school readiness. Sheila and others are transforming neighborhoods
through conversations and leveraging community resources to create generational change, educational success, and economic stability.
Sheila says she is a "possibilitarian" who believes opportunities and growth are a part of each of
our individual journeys. At home, Sheila has a 19-year-old son keeps who keeps her busy, and her
hobbies involve anything on the water, volunteering, reading, and traveling.

DWC February Meeting
March 9th, 2021 11:30 am
Due to the pandemic our meeting will be conducted by Zoom. You can register right now by
clicking the link below.
Once registered a link to join the meeting will be emailed to you. Click on the link to join the
meeting, and you will be taken to the meeting.
Please remember our President, Joanie LeBaron, will have to connect you once you have
clicked the link to join meeting.

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER FOR THE ZOOM MEET
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March President’s Letter
Here’s to you, Irene Hedden!
Many of you probably remember Irene as a friendly lady who loved to
attend our meetings. But what many of us don’t know is her history. Irene was so credentialed. She received her doctorate of early childhood
education from Ohio State, where she served as alumni president. Her
final job before moving to Florida was Assistant Superintendent of Public
Instruction for the state of Ohio. Her tireless efforts for early childhood
education resulted in the creation of the first Early Childhood Office in a
state agency in the U.S.
My fondest memory of Irene is funny and frivolous. One year, Patty
Benson reached out to Irene and her friend, Kathy Oarr, to help me register guests coming to our
annual DWC scholarship fundraiser. All went well until Irene and Kathy decided to order Bloody
Mary’s and subsequently spilled them all over the registration table. They were so apologetic. Me,
I couldn’t stop laughing at these two slightly tipsy prim and proper ladies! So, here’s to you Irene. I
hope you have all the Bloody Mary’s you want in heaven.
Joanie LeBaron, President of DWC of Manatee County

Equality Florida Calls For Swift Passage
of The Equality Act
Equality Florida applauds the re-introduction of the Equality
Act, HR 5, and calls for its swift passage in the U.S. House of
Representatives. The historic legislation would amend the
Civil Rights Act of 1964, and a number of other federal civil
rights statutes, to prohibit discrimination based on sexual orientation and gender identity. The Equality Act is the most
comprehensive LGBTQ civil rights legislation ever filed in
Congress and expands protections into essential areas of life
including education, credit and even jury service.
“Congress has an opportunity to make history and codify equality for all into law,” said Nadine
Smith, Equality Florida’s Executive Director. “Passage of the Equality Act would mark a historic
step forward for the rights of LGBTQ Americans and a reimagining of the potential of the Civil
Rights Act of 1964. It’s time to take action on equality in America, and we stand ready to mobilize
Floridians to get the Equality Act over the finish line.”
Nondiscrimination protections for LGBTQ people enjoy broad support across the country, with 83%
of Americans in favor of the protections the Equality Act would grant. Recent polling shows support
for these protections spanning across party lines, with 59% of Republican primary voters in Florida,
many of whom self-identified as “very conservative”, expressing support for nondiscrimination protections for the LGBTQ community.
“Strong support for nondiscrimination protections illustrates that equality is an issue of people, not
partisanship or political posturing,” said Smith. “The nation understands that everyone should be
able to live, work, and play without fear of discrimination. Now our leaders must join the American
people on the right side of history.”
The LGBTQ community still faces discrimination on a daily basis. Opponents of equality continue
to file discriminatory legislation aimed at eroding existing protections for LGBTQ people and their
families. Passage of the Equality Act is a critical next step in the fight against bigotry and the work
to protect our most vulnerable communities. BY: Equality Florida
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Democrats call DeSantis’ anti-protest bill ‘overkill’ and
say it would target Blacks
Florida Democrats vow they will try to block a
proposal from Gov. Ron DeSantis aimed at
cracking down on violent protesters, and they
criticized the governor for linking it to the storming of the U.S. Capitol by supporters of President
Trump last week.

stroying or damaging property. It also bans the
practice of blocking roadways, a tactic of some
Black Lives Matter protests, and protects drivers
who drive through such protests from criminal
liability.
The measure also requires
state approval for cities seeking to cut funding for police
departments and makes local
governments civilly liable if
they “obstruct or interfere”
with police’s ability to restore
order during a civil disturbance.

“This is about power, and
it’s about race,” Rep. Geraldine Thompson, DWindermere, said during a
video teleconference with
reporters Monday. “This
particular bill is about
maintaining power for certain people and denying
power to other people.”

Thompson and other Democrats said the measure would be applied disproDeSantis unveiled his proposal last September, portionately against African-Americans by police,
but it wasn’t filed until Wednesday evening after since it was developed in the wake of the Black
thousands of Trump supporters breached the
Lives Matter protests last summer against police
Capitol as Congress was preparing votes to certi- brutality in the wake of the killing of George Floyd
fy President-elect Joe Biden’s victory over
by police in Minneapolis.
Trump.
“This law is overkill ... it promises selective enforcement against people of color,” said Sen.
DeSantis has made the bill a major priority ahead Perry Thurston, D-Fort Lauderdale. “This bill
of the legislative session that starts March 2.
stokes division and should not even be heard.”
“Governor DeSantis has made it clear that vio“
lence or rioting of any kind is unacceptable and
As a father trying to raise four young Black men
will not be tolerated in Florida,” spokeswoman
and boys in this state, this terrifies me,” said
Meredith Beatrice said in an emailed statement. House Minority co-leader Bobby DuBose, D-Fort
“This legislation is about two things: protecting
Lauderdale.
law enforcement and combatting violence and
disorder.”
Democrats also took issue with DeSantis’ citing
The bills, SB 484 and HB 1, would increase pen- of the Capitol riot as evidence his bill is needed.
alties for protesters who engage in violent acts
By: GARY ROHRER, ORLANDO SENTINAL
that include assaulting a police officer and de-

NEED HELP IN LEARNING ZOOM MEETINGS?
Sometimes we can find ourselves totally lost when it comes
to computer programs. Attending a Zoom Meeting it actually
very easy once you have done it a couple of times. We encourage all of our members to attend our DWC General
Meeting with Zoom.
Need a little coaching? Call any of our Board Members and
we will be glad to walk you through it.
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Photos: The first 30 days of the Biden presidency
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What is the Blue Wave Coalition? Another Way to
Reach Voters
Blue Wave Coalition brings together grassroots organizations in Florida to
elect leaders who share progressive and democratic values. Originating in
St. Johns County, independent coalitions now operate in multiple Florida
regions, following the same successful strategies used in the 2018 midterm election. Each coalition includes multiple organizations that deploy a
data-driven regional campaign to ensure that principled leadership becomes and remains a reality at all levels—locally, statewide, and nationally
- in 2020 and beyond. Blue Wave Coalition of Florida is not affiliated with
any political party but functions as a broad umbrella that welcomes and engages organizations of all kinds in creating change through the electoral process.

How We Can Make A Difference In Manatee County
The Manatee County Democratic Party's goal is to develop precinct captains and robust neighborhood
networking in all 70 voting precincts. We also coordinate with the Blue Wave Coalition to ensure the
most voter outreach throughout the county.
Blue Wave Manatee is a coalition of like-minded left leaning groups in Manatee County that focuses on
voter education and outreach. The Manatee County Democratic Party is a coalition member. Blue
Wave Manatee directs its voter outreach to precincts that have more Democrats but are lower in voter
turnout.

Blue Wave Manatee is currently doing voter outreach every Saturday - leaving free masks and
info on how to sign up for the vaccine - at doors in neighborhoods where it is needed the
most. Sign up at https://www.signupgenius.com/go/anysaturday
For more info, contact bluewavemanatee@gmail.com. Volunteers are welcome to participate in both
Manatee County Democratic Party and Blue Wave Coalition events. All participation is appreciated!

OVERRULING THE VOTERS —
“Florida Supreme Court strikes down Hillsborough
transportation tax,”
“One thing’s for sure: A voter-approved plan to increase the sales tax a
penny on the dollar for better bus service and other transportation improvements is dead. The Florida Supreme Court, in a ruling released Thursday,
decided 4-1 that restrictions on how and where the revenue from the tax
could be spent were unconstitutional. But now, authorities are scrambling
to figure out what to do with the $502.3 million already collected since the
tax took effect in Hillsborough County on Jan. 1, 2019. The justices did not
address that question, but the plaintiffs and the defendants in the case may ask them to revisit it.”
Please define an activist court — This case did not get a lot of attention outside of the Tampa Bay
area, but it sends yet another important signal about the direction of the state’s high court remade by
Gov. Ron DeSantis. First, it’s worth noting that this decision marks the second time in the past week
that a higher court in Florida has decided to overrule the will of voters. (The first involved a legal challenge involving charter schools in Palm Beach County.) Secondly, the state's Republican-controlled
House and Senate weighed in on this case back in 2019 and urged the court to overturn the voterapproved referendum. It might be instructive to rewind the tape to when Republican legislators bitterly
complained about the state Supreme Court when it upended their redistricting plans and blocked proposed constitutional amendments.
by Tampa Bay Times’ Caitlin Johnston
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Rick Scott files ‘Save Democracy Act’ with
other election certification objectors
Scott voted against the certification of Pennsylvania's electors

Sen. Rick Scott and other Republicans who voted against
certification of various states’ electors in the 2020 presidential election teamed up on a new bill that purportedly will
“save democracy” from “confusion and chaos” such as seen
in 2020 vote.
According to a press release from Scott’s office, the Save Democracy Act would “improve our election system and restore confidence in our nation’s democracy” with national standards and guidelines
to “safeguard the accuracy and integrity of our election system and prevent fraud.”

Two of the bill’s cosponsors, Senators Cindy Hyde-Smith and Cynthia Lummis, objected along with
Scott to the certification of Pennsylvania’s slate of electors on Jan. 6, even after the Capitol riots perpetrated by people trying to stop that process. Hyde-Smith also objected to Arizona’s slate.
Scott says that if people don’t have “confidence in their elections,” then they “don’t have a true democracy.”
“What we saw this past election was confusion and chaos caused by inconsistent standards and last
minute changes to established election laws by state officials and activist judges. It’s now more clear
than ever that there is a serious need for major reforms to our election systems,” Scott said.
The bill would make a number of changes, including blocking automatic voter registration for federal
elections, eliminating drop boxes for ballots, restricting vote by mail ballots to specific voter requests
only, and ending the collection of mail ballots by election night.
Scott, the new chairman of the National Republican Senatorial Committee, has gone on record saying he was “comfortable” with his vote against Pennsylvania’s electors.

“What’s important to me is election integrity,” Scott said in a radio interview in January. “They didn’t
follow their own laws and I’m fed up with that.”
Scott has also said that his vote against the Keystone State slate didn’t matter, as President Joe
Biden would have won even if those electors were tossed.
“My vote objecting to Pennsylvania’s process wasn’t about the 2020 election. It would not have
changed the outcome,” Scott wrote on Jan. 20. “My vote was about elections to come, in 2022, 2024
and beyond, and seeing that they are conducted fairly.” BY: A.G. Gancarski , Florida Politics

Politics & Voting in Manatee County, Florida
The Political Climate in Manatee County, FL is Leaning conservative.
In Manatee County, FL 39.4% of the people voted Democrat in the last presidential
election, 56.4% voted for the Republican Party, and the remaining 4.2% voted
Independent.
Manatee county voted Republican in the last five Presidential elections.
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lature’s role in a sustained emergency.

Ron DeSantis wants Legislature
to restrict local governments’
emergency powers

However, the effort isn’t an attack against DeSantis but rather a precaution for the future.

Florida has been open since September, when
Gov. Ron DeSantis wants state lawmakers to DeSantis lifted all state-level restrictions. The
help get life in Florida back to normal, including Phase Three order also limited local governby restricting cities and counties’ abilities to place ments’ abilities to shut down businesses and
guaranteed the “right to work” to businesses and
lockdowns on residents.
workers.
Florida may be open at the
However, the order did not
state level, but many local
encompass curfews, the
orders to mitigate COVIDGovernor said. He has nev19 outbreaks remain in
er supported a curfew, he
place. Speaking from Hiaadded.
leah in Miami-Dade County, DeSantis expressed his
The Governor contrasted
frustrations with lockdowns
South Florida against other
after he was asked about
cities across the nation that
the county’s nightly midnight curfew.
have been shut down.
State lawmakers, including Hialeah Republican “Los Angeles isn’t booming. New York City’s not
Sen. Manny Díaz, will be looking at local govern- booming,” DeSantis said. “It’s booming here bements’ pandemic powers, the Governor said. cause you can live like a human being, people
Lawmakers should look into “just moving on” with take precautions, which is great, but you’re not
some of the emergency orders at the local level. locked down, people aren’t miserable, and I think
“I think if a local government’s going to do it, I do it’s really remarkable what’s happening.”
think absolutely there needs to be a limited dura- No one predicted “forever restrictions,” he added.
tion and it should require some type of legislative
Florida has been in a state of emergency since
sanction,” DeSantis said.
March 9, 2020. Florida implemented a stay-atThe Legislature has the power to “terminate” the home order in April, and within the month, DeGovernor’s actions, he said, but lawmakers have- Santis announced plans to start reopening the
n’t done so because he was “judicious.”
state.
“We were really using our authority to lift people The Sunshine State may have its doors open, but
up rather than to lock people down,” DeSantis DeSantis has no plan to end the emergency decsaid.
laration.
Some Republicans, including St. Petersburg
“The only emergency I use is to get the reimSen. Jeff Brandes, want to limit the Governor’s
bursement from FEMA,” he said. “If I don’t have
unilateral powers during an emergency. Brandes that, then all the stuff we do, we don’t get reimplans to file legislation that would require at least bursement to the state, which obviously, we want
one other member of the Florida Cabinet to sign from a perspective of just fiscally recouping any
off on orders like lockdowns. Zephyrhills
losses that we’re doing. But that’s the only, I
Sen. Danny Burgess, chair of the Senate Select think, valid reason to have any of that in place at
Committee on Pandemic Preparedness and Re- this time.” BY:Renso Downey, Florida Politics
sponse, said his panel should consider the Legis-
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In memory of Irene Bandy-Hedden

Each year that passes without you here
grows longer, as do our memories of you
Trends in voter party identification 1992-2016
Ahead of the presidential election, the demographic profiles of the Republican and Democratic parties
are strikingly different. On key characteristics – especially race and ethnicity and religious affiliation –
the two parties look less alike today than at any point over the last quarter-century.
Note that this video covers trends from 1992 to 2016, but still gives us a very good look at the future
trends that appeared to be consistent with our 2020 election.

TRENDS IN VOTER PARTY IDENTIFICATION
The video “Unforgivable” by Miss Laurie Lehner depicting the vast amount of Republican who stood
behind Trump during his impeachment trial. Listen to Parkland father Fred Guttenberg said Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene should not have a place in Congress because of ‘her lies about reality and facts.’
CLICK HERE TO SEE THE
VIDEO MADE BY
FRED GUTTENBERG

CLICK HERE TO WATCH THE
VIDEO “UNFORGIVEABLE”
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DEMOCRATIC WOMEN’S CLUB OF MANATEE COUNTY OFFICERS/LEADERS 2021-2022

OTHER OFFICERS

ELECTED OFFICERS
President
Joannie LeBaron

Pat Benson
pattybeenutty@gmail.com

Hospitality/
Calling

Open

Candidate
Search

Vicki Waters
vwaters@earthlink.net

Parliamentarian

Fay Murphy
faymurph@aol.com

Web Master

Jeanne Yeagle
yeagluce@verizon.net

Newsletter and
Directory

Brian Heavrin
blh3011@gmail.com

Environmental

Open

joanielebaron0108@gmail.com

1st VP (Programs)
Ellie Billops

elbill2000@gmail.com

2nd VP (Membership)
Mary Young

marevegan@gmail.com

Recording Secretary
Patti Boynton

pboynton5@gmail.com

Treasurer
Nancy Hadley

hadleyn1@me.com

Regional Representative
Mary Bass

Fund-Raising

Legislative Liaison Mary Duda
mcmduda@aol.com

marygbass@gmail.com

Website Links

Corresponding
Secretary

Vicki Wayman
VickiWaman@tampabay.rr.com

Bylaws Chair

Fay Murphy
faymurph@aol.com

DWC of Manatee County Website
Manatee County Democratic Website
Democratic Women’s Club of Florida
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Manatee County Democratic Women’s Club
6403 Heritage Lane
Bradenton, FL 34209

PLACE
STAMP
HERE

FOR IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER
Most Democrat Clubs and Caucuses have canceled their
meetings or are having zoom meetings. To check status,
times, and dates of events and club meetings, please visit our
Manatee County Democratic website at
www.ManateeDemocrats.com.

Elected Officials
CONTACT OUR ELECTED OFFICIALS

OUR FLORIDA SENATORS

PRESIDENT
Joseph Bidden
www.whitehouse.gov

Jim Boyd (R-Distr. 21)
switchboard) 202-456-1111

U.S. SENATORS
Rick Scott (R)
help@rickscott.senate.gov

850.487.5026

Boyd.Jim.web@flsenate.gov

OUR FLORIDA REPRESENTATIVES
Michele Rayner (D-Distr.70)

(202) 224-5274

727.892.2468

Rayner.Michele@myfloridahouse.gov
Marco Rubio (R)
www.MarcoRubio.senate.gov

202-224-3041
813-287-5035

Will Robinson (R-Distr. 71)
Will.robinson@myfloridahouse.gov

U.S. REPRESENTATIVES
Vern Buchanan (R-Distr. 16)
www.Buchanan.house.gov

202-225-5015
941-747-9081

Tommy Gregory (R-Distr. 73)
Tommy.gregory@myfloridahouse.gov

GOVERNOR
Ron DeSantis (R)

941.708.4968

850-717-9337

www.flgov.com/email-the-governor/
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941.708.5660

