Aim: Was the drift towards Civil War avoidable?


I. The Kansas-Nebraska Act (1854)
· Missouri Compromise: no slaves north of 36°30'

· Kansas and Nebraska were north of 36°30' 

· Stephen Douglas proposed the Kansas-Nebraska Act 

· Missouri Compromise no longer applied

· The territories would exercise “popular sovereignty” 
· both the North and South wanted Kansas
· by 1855 Kansas had two governments: one pro-slavery and one anti-slavery
III. Bleeding Kansas
· period of civil unrest between pro-slavery and anti-slavery people in Kansas
· 200 men died during this period

· 1861 Kansas was admitted as a free state
III. Formation of the Republican Party
· Anti-slavery leaders created the Republican Party

· pledged to oppose the extension of slavery 

· John C. Frèmont (Republicans) 

· James Buchanan (Democrats) 

· Buchanan became the 15th President

IV. Dred Scott vs. Sandford
· Dred Scott had been taken from a slave state, to a free state and back to a slave state 

· Scott sued for his freedom in 1846

· The Supreme Court ruled against Scott

· a black could not be a citizen 

· declared that the Missouri Compromise unconstitutional

V. The Lincoln-Douglas Debates
· U.S Senate race between Stephen Douglas and Abraham Lincoln in 1858

· Lincoln challenged Douglas to a series of seven debates 

1. Douglas believed in:

· popular sovereignty

· slavery was not immoral

· Slavery would pass away on its own

2. Lincoln believed that:

· slavery was immoral 

· was a labor system based on greed

· Wanted to outlaw slavery 

3.  Douglas barely won reelection and Lincoln became a national figure

