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Jesus Christ … On Focus!
When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say
that the Son of Man is?” “Well,” they replied, “some say John the Baptist, some say Elijah, and
others say Jeremiah or one of the other prophets.” Then he asked them, “But who do you say I
am?” Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” Jesus replied, “You
are blessed, Simon son of John, because my Father in heaven has revealed this to you. You
did not learn this from any human being.” - Matthew 16:13-17 (NLT)
Does it matter that Jesus is God?
As we are approaching Easter, the person Jesus Christ comes close and on focus. What is it about
Jesus that is different from any other teachers or prophets of other religions? In our world of pluralism
and our agenda on inclusiveness, it is offensive and hypocritical to claim that Jesus is none other than
the Son of the Most High God. And it is because when we make this claim, we are saying that Jesus is
the Messiah, the Savior of the World, and it is only through accepting Him as Lord and Savior that we
can enter the Kingdom of God. This is an outrageous claim because if Jesus is the only way to God,
this means that there is no other way … and it means that there is no other name(s) in the world that
can offer life in the Kingdom the same way.
Again, does it matter that Jesus is God?
My answer is a definite „yes‟. Jesus is Fully God, and more … He is Fully Human … and it matters.
When I say HE IS FULLY GOD, I don’t mean that symbolically or religiously … I don’t believe this for
the sake of tradition or ritual. When I say Jesus is God … I mean just that … JESUS IS GOD! He is
the begotten Son of God who manifested in a particular time in history. He (Jesus), according to John
is, ―… the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only
Son from the Father, full of grace and truth‖. (John 1:14 ESV). This is the message the disciples and
apostles preached. It is the message they testified to and it is the message they died to.
Our understanding and belief that Jesus is God, and our willingness to accept his invitation to enter
God’s Kingdom will make a difference in how we follow him. If we believe as Peter confessed before
Jesus … “You are the Messiah, the Son of the Living God”, our devotion to him will be very different
than someone who believes he is just another good teacher/prophet among many others. After all,
there are many options in the world.
Consider this, if Jesus is not God, Christianity is just another religion among many others in the world.
If that is the case, we should just leave people alone to do their own thing and to worship their own
god(s) according to their own traditions and practices. To continue preaching that Jesus is God … He
is love but that He is just another way to God … and to continue enticing people to join our rank is
ludicrous. If Jesus is not God or that He is only God in the sense of tradition and practice, if this is the
case, we should just find a less offensive religion to practice, and we should just keep our mouths shut
about what we believe, because what other believes are equal to ours. My thought is … we should just
leave people alone to do what they believe is right and good for them. To do anything less is
hypocrisy!

The claim that Jesus is God … that He is the only way, the truth and the life, makes Christianity
exclusive, narrow minded and yes, even dangerous in many situations. This claim assumes that not
believing in Him will lead people to a different place other than heaven, and that makes people
uneasy. If you are a follower of Jesus Christ and make this claim, be ready to be ridiculed, hated, and
even persecuted. Many Christians around the world died every day because of it!
On Easter Sunday, followers of Jesus Christ celebrate His conquered over death. His claim to be God
… Messiah and King of the Jews got Him the cross and the crown of thorns. The claim that Jesus is
God is not a claim made up by his followers to advance their own agenda. This claim was made by
Jesus Christ himself. To believe anything less is to hide the truth of Christianity and it does no justice
to the suffering that our Lord suffered on the cross. Jesus is “the Messiah, Son of the living God”. This
knowledge comes from God the Father alone … no human ingenuity could have ever come up with
this idea!
Be bold and brave in sharing the love of God that is found in the life, death and resurrection of our
Lord Jesus Christ. Be willing to suffer ridicules and even death … this is the way of all the saints who
follow the way of Christ.
Happy Easter and may you be Bless,
Pastor Mao Her

LENTEN SERMON SERIES
CONTINUES…
Ready … Set … Walk!
Learning to walk with Christ from the Psalms
April 7, 2019
Psalm 119:9-16

“SCRIPTURE MEMORIZATION: The Practice of Living Victoriously”

April 14, 2019
Psalm 100

“SERVICE: The Practice of Joy”

Wholeness of Scripture (from the Wesley Bible)
Different people wrote the Bible at different times, in different places. [John] Wesley believed, though,
that all these writings worked together to help us understand our salvation through Jesus Christ. He
argued that no portion of the Bible should be lifted out and used in isolation. Instead, every individual
passage of Scripture needs to be interpreted in light of the whole message that Scripture wants to
convey about God’s love and care. Some parts of Scripture may seem to contradict other parts, and
when they do, each needs to be examined in light of what Wesley called the ―general tenor‖ or the
―whole scope and tenor of Scripture.‖ (Sermon 110: ―Free Grace,‖ paragraph 20-23). This practice
means that Christians should avoid proof texting—simply looking for a sentence or sentences that
prove or support a point that one wants to make. Instead, Christians need to read each passage of the
Bible in the context of the whole story that God wants to tell through it.
Connie Ziegler

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR APRIL

VOLUNTEERS FOR APRIL

7th

COMMUNION SERVERS
7th
Janet Brown & Bev Bennett

Isaiah 43:16-21
Psalm 126 (UMH 847)
Philippians 3:4b-14
John 12:1-8

14th Palm Sunday
Liturgy of the Palms
Mark 11:1-11
Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 (UMH 839)
Liturgy of the Passion
Isaiah 50:4-9a
Psalm 31: 9-16 (UMH 764)
Philippians 2:5-11
Mark 14:1-15:47 or
Mark 15:1-39 (40-47)

19th Good Friday
Isaiah 52:13-53:12
Psalm 22 (UMH 752)
Hebrews 10:16-25
John 18:1-19:42

21st Easter
Acts 10:34-43
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 (UMH 839)
1 Corinthians 15:19-26
John 20:1-18 or Luke’s 24:1-12

28

th

Acts 5:27-32
Psalm 150 (UMH 862)
Revelation 1:4-8
John 20:19-31

Birthdays This Month…

COUNTERS
7th
Dorothy Pike & Pam Seri
14th Janet Brown & Mylee Vang
21st Denise Edlund & Steve Montgomery
28th Carrie Montgomery & Nancy Wolski
GREETER(S)
7th
Pat Nefstead
th
14
Mary Pitman
21st Diane Steeno
28th Anastasia Yang & Austin Beekman
LAY LITURGIST
7th
Steve Montgomery
14th Janet Brown
21st Ron Stinson
28th Carrie Montgomery
MINI COFFEE HOUR
7th
Marilyn Bender & Carol Olson
th
14
21st
28th
Adult Sunday School
Ron Stinson and Jerome Trewyn
USHERS
7th
Don & Judy Larson, Judy Riedy and
Beth Schramm
14th Ardy & Dick Straub, Pam Seri and
Diane Steeno
21st Pat Nefstead, Sue Thomas,
Mary Pitman and Ernie Bennett
th
28
Carol Olson, Nancy Wolski, Jim Boehm
and Larry Graham
Thank you to all of our volunteers!

th

4
6th
7th
18th
24th
26th

Mao Her
Kevin McCullough
Jo Rivers
Denise Edlund
Diane Steeno
Katalina Cha

Please wish them a HAPPY BIRTHDAY when
you see them!

If you are not able to be in church on your
designated Sunday, please try to switch with
someone else, and contact Jo in the church
office. Thanks!

UMW CORNER

Next Movie Series Movie
April 2nd … Easter Parade (1948)

Martha Fellowship
Wednesday, April 17th, @ 6:45 PM
Fellowship Hall-all women invited to join us!
Hostess: Carol Olson
After we took care of some business, we
enjoyed a good chocolate cake brought by Sue
Thomas at our March meeting.
We had a nice social time catching up on news
here and away.
Another sleeping bag was finished for the
homeless and we continue collecting cancelled
stamps.
Mark your calendar for our next Craft & Bake
Sale on May 5th, before & after the 10:15 AM
service

Shown in the Sanctuary at 6:30 PM…
Popcorn will be provided… Bring your own
beverage…

The UMW Caring Circle
The Thursday morning Care Group will meet
April 11th at 10:00 AM.
We will go for lunch after the meeting.
Ron & Diane Stinson have
cancelled their land line
telephone.

Thursday, April 18th
6:00 – 7:30 PM
Includes a Light Supper, Bible Lessons,
Crafts or Games
The Men’s Breakfast,
which is held on the first
and third Tuesday of
each month at 7:00 AM,
is held at George
Webb’s Restaurant.
We hope you will join
us there!

They can be reached on their cell phones at:
Ron: 414 690-1030
Diane: 414 339-6690

I would like to thank Jesse Anderson and his
brother Alex for laying the new tiles in the
hallway at the southern entrance. They did a
fantastic job!
We are lucky to have someone who is not even
a member of our church to take
the time to do such a great job.
Thanks again Jesse and Alex!
Scary

Thank you from the bottom of my heart for
all of the birthday wishes, calls, cards and
gifts.
My 90th birthday party at church was
wonderful and I was so happy that many of
you could come and help me celebrate. I am
blessed to have you all in my life.
Billie Baker
Thank all of you for the cards, thoughts and
prayers for Dave & Carol Olson’s son, Russ, on
a successful kidney transplant in Indianapolis
on March 2nd—asking for continued prayers for
his healing! He is doing great!

GOODWILL BINGO…
We will be having our monthly bingo /lunch with the folks from Goodwill on Thursday, April 18th.
There is a sign-up sheet on the credenza outside of the church office, where you can sign up to
help with the food for the lunch. This event is a lot of fun, and the clients really get excited
about what they will be having for lunch!
If you need more info on how you can help in the future, you can call Jo in the church office, or
see Sue Thomas, Dave or Carol Olson, Flo or Larry Graham, Beverly Bennett or Carol DeGroot.
Becoming the Answer to Our Prayers – a few ideas
(Common Prayer: Liturgy for Ordinary Radicals)
1. Take a break from noise. Turn off things that make noise for a day or a week, and spend the
time in silence, speaking only when necessary. Also remember those in our world whose voices
have been silenced.
2. Go to a home for the elderly and get a list of folks who don’t get any visitors. Visit them every
week and tell stories, read together, or play board games.
3. Laugh at advertisements, especially ones that teach you that you can buy happiness.
4. Connect with a group of migrant workers or farmers who grow your food. Visit their farm. Maybe
even pick some veggies with them. Ask what they get paid.
Connie Ziegler

Thoughts on Spiritual Nurturing
Rabbi Kaplan says spirituality is ―the progressive unlearning of the strange ideas about God you‟ve
been taught...‖
What that means to me is that we shouldn’t always take at face value what others tell us about God.
Instead, we can listen to, and read, what others say about God, then figure out on our own what God
is. What matters is what is in Bible scripture and what God is telling us when we meditate and pray.
It is said that spirituality is not something that you attain, but rather the nature of who you are.
Christian philosopher Teilhard de Chardin is credited with saying, ―We are not human beings having a
spiritual experience; we are spiritual beings having a temporary human experience.‖ We can become
more attuned to our spirituality and attain a greater appreciation for it via God’s grace, which is always
available to us as part of our nature.
You don’t have to be involved in any church or religion to be spiritual. However, by being involved with
other spiritual people at church you are giving attention to your spiritual life. By thus giving regular
attention to your spiritual life you can benefit from its expanded consciousness. You will find that your
spiritual growth will happen quite naturally as the consequence of your daily attention to it.
Conversely, if you ignore your spiritual growth, you won’t gain its benefits.
It is worth noting that John Wesley believed that we can’t really become Christians unless we meet in
community with other Christians. The apostle Paul wrote that the early Christians needed to meet not
only to worship together, but also to challenge and support each other. We, ourselves, need to meet
together regularly to share our experiences, and to challenge and support each other in our respective
faith journeys.
Make it your ambition to study the Bible, get to know God, and grow up into spiritual maturity. As you
do, you may then be able to say with Mother Teresa, ―I love all religions, even as I’m IN LOVE with my
own.‖
Prayerfully,
Steve Montgomery

APRIL 2019
Sunday

Monday
1

Tuesday
2
7:00 AM – Men’s Breakfast
@ George Webb’s
Restaurant

Wednesday
3

Thursday
4

Friday
5

7:00 PM – Growth
Group – Biography
of Rabbi Jesus

Saturday
6

5:30 PM – Prayer
Meeting

Register for Annual
Conference

6:30 PM – Movie Night –
“Easter Parade” (1948)
Jo – Out of Office
7
9:00 AM – Adult Sunday School
9:45 AM – Fellowship Time
10:15 AM – Worship Service with
Sacrament of Holy Communion
Nursery

8
7:00 PM – Accountable
Leadership Board
Meeting

14

15

9

10
7:00 PM – Growth
Group – Biography
of Rabbi Jesus

9:00 AM – Adult Sunday School
9:45 AM – Fellowship Time
10:15 AM – Worship Service
Nursery

16
7:00 AM – Men’s Breakfast
@ George Webb’s
Restaurant

Jo – Out of Office
17
6:45 PM – UMW –
Martha Fellowship

9:00 AM – Greeting Card
Group

18

19

GOOD FRIDAY

11:00 AM – BINGO &
Lunch with Goodwill

50 Anniversary
Village Cross-Walk

6:00 PM – FAMILY
WORSHIP NIGHT

22

23

24

25

6:30 PM – Youth /
Family Ministry
Meeting

POT LUCK LUNCHEON

29

30

th

Noon – St Thomas of
Canterbury
1:00 PM – Ecumenical
Service @ St.
Alphonsus
26

5:30 PM – Prayer
Meeting

Jo - Surgery

20

HOLY THURSDAY

5:30 PM – Prayer
Meeting

NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE

9:00 AM – Adult Sunday School
9:45 AM – Fellowship Time
10:15 AM - Worship Service
Nursery
28
9:00 AM – Adult Sunday School
9:45 AM – Fellowship Time
10:15 AM – Worship Service
Nursery

13

10:00 AM – Caring
UMW
5:30 PM – Prayer
Meeting

PALM SUNDAY

21

12

11

27

The NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE FOR
May is:
April 14th

CHRIST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
5200 South 48th Street
Greenfield, Wisconsin 53220
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