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Melt and Remold me, Lord 
 

The Old Testament reading today is a prayer thought to have been 

written during the time that the Chosen People were 

exiled in Babylon. The writer – not Isaiah, but 

writing in the tradition of Isaiah – acknowledges 

their sinfulness and expresses their repentance. He 

longs for God to “rend the heavens and come down,” 

to redeem them from their sin. What he cannot know 

is that God will do exactly that in the person of Jesus. Though he 

could not imagine God’s Son coming into the world, he 

prophesied that God could do awesome deeds for those who place 

their trust in the Lord.  

 

The writer of this passage from Isaiah uses this wonderful image 

of God as the potter. Think of a potter throwing the clay on a 

wheel and shaping a pot or vase. The potter’s hands immediately 

get messy with the wet clay. We who are the clay have this image 

of God actively shaping us through a hands-on, messy process. 

Perhaps this sense of intimacy enables the writer to plead with 

God the way he does.  

 

The caution in today’s Gospel – “You do not know when the time 

will come” – is reminiscent of a pop quiz in school or a surprise 

inspection at work (Mark 13:33). The only assurance of being 

prepared, then, is to be prepared always. But Jesus does not only 

come at Christmas or at the end of time. Jesus also comes to us 

everyday. Let us prepare our hearts to receive Him always.  

 

Question for the Week 

As we begin this season of Advent, how am I preparing a place 

for Jesus in my life? 

 (Pastoral Patterns, Winter 2017-2018) 

 

This age-old hymn to the Potter may help you to reflect more and 

assimilate the Gospel message more.  

 

Spirit of the living God, 

Fall afresh on us. 

Spirit of the living God, 

Fall afresh on us. 

Break me, melt me, 

Mold me, fill me, 

Spirit of the living God, 

Fall afresh on us. 

 

WELCOME, GOODBYE 

**We welcome back Fr. Anthony. He said that his journey and 

the celebrations went very well. Many thanks to God for the safe 

journey granted to him.  

**On the other hand, we pray and wish Fr. Felix Efobi, who has 

been with us for the past six weeks, a safe trip back to Nigeria. 

Those who came to the Morning Masses saw him more as he did 

some of the Masses.  

 

As we begin this holy season of Advent, I wish each of you a 

fruitful preparation for the birth of our Lord. Remember to make 

Confessions part of the preparations.  

 

Blessings and Peace.  

    Fr. Raphael Ezeh, MSP.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BE “INFORMED” FOR DECEMBER 

We hope you are enjoying the free parish subscription to 

www.formed.org which gives you access to quality Catholic on 

line programs, movies, audios, and books. Simply register with 

parish code YWHDC2 and enjoy.  Today is the First Sunday of 

Advent.  Study:  Advent, Session 1: Prepare the Way or listen 

to: Prepare the Way of the King.  On Friday, The Solemnity of 

the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary, study: 

The Bible and the Virgin Mary, Lessons 3: Wedding at Cana, 

Garden in Eden; 4: The New Eve; 9:  Full of Grace; or 10: All 

Holy.  You can also listen to, Mary, Handmaid of the Lord. 

Contact Cheryl Duda at 914-476-6676 if you have any 

questions.   

Our YOUTH GROUP meets on the 1st & 3rd Sundays of each 

month immediately following the 5 p.m. Mass, in the school 

building.  Their next meeting is this Sunday, December 3rd 

from 1 p.m.to 3 p.m., lunch included.  All Youth ages 13 

and up.  Follow our Youth Group on Twitter @ St_Barts-

Youth. 

 

http://www.formed.org/


 

 
 
 
 

TITHING - GOD'S PLAN FOR GIVING 

Sunday Collection Update 

 
Amount Needed Weekly    $7,000.00 

Actual Received Last Sunday   $7,377.00 

Balance               +  $  377.00 

*(Envelopes  $7,162. Online ($215.00)) 

 

Amount Needed for Month of November $28,000.00 

Amount Collected For November  $24,731.90 

----------------------------------------- 

Quarter Summary (September—November, For Fiscal Year)

(Includes all On Line Giving) 

Amount Budgeted   $91,000.00 

Amount Collected   $76,785.50 

Total Quarterly Deficit               - $14,214.50 
 

"Thank you to all those who are participating in our tithing 

program! May God bless and reward your sacrifices! For those 

who are not yet tithing, I encourage you to please give it a 

prayerful thought. Thank you! 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Please pray for all the sick & the homebound members of our 

Parish, especially Marian Fletcher, Ann Lackner, Richard 

Meyers, Rosalie Heit, Andrea Objay, Audrey Falcone, Louis Brusco, 

Michael Tomanelli, Ariella Castillo, Gail Chappory, Randolph Castillo, 

Jr., Deacon Jim Byrne, Gregory Clemens, Mary Bryce, Anna Bonacci, 

Efrain Arzola, Henry Joseph, Deacon Bob Clemens, Carolyn Cesta, 

William Bodack, Joseph Mahoney, Mary De Santis, Leticia Agosto, 

Manuel Obalde, Jr., Gina Obalde, Rosalia Guzman, Ann McGarry, 

Daniel Pezzola, Brittany Arzola, Ron and Sally Petro, Anthony Guarente, 

Theresa Venturino, Nicholas Arzola, Angela Lutomski, Richard (Dick) 

Novak, and Cynthia Mascetta King. 

----------------------------------------- 
Please contact the Parish Office if you wish to add a loved 

one to the sick list. 

 



 
 
 
 
 

First Sunday of Advent 

Saturday, December 2 (Anticipated Mass) 

5:00 PM  Deacon Robert Clemens (Living) 
**************************************************** 

Sunday, December 3, 2017 
 

  8:30 AM  Oscar Starkenberg + 

10:00 AM  Joseph Prior + 

11:30 AM  Edward Madaffari+ 

   5:00 PM  For All the People of Our Parish 
***************************************************** 

Monday, December 4 

Advent Weekday 

7:00 AM Ronald Warner + 

9:00 AM Anna & William Groth+ 
 

Tuesday, December 5 

Advent Weekday 

7:00 AM Edison & Salvadora Blanco + 

9:00 AM  Antonio Marchetti + 
 

Wednesday, December 6 

Advent Weekday 

7:00 AM Edison & Salvadora Blanco + 

9:00 AM  Mary Gregorio + 
 

Thursday, December 7 

Saint Ambrose, Bishop & Doctor of the Church 

7:00 AM Edison & Salvadora Blanco + 

9:00 AM Harold W. Smith III + 

7:30 PM Mary De Stefano + 
 

Friday, December 8 

The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

7:00 AM Dec, Members of the Lucchetti & Capuano families 

9:00 AM Harold W. Smith III + 

12 NOON Bernard Mistal & Margaret Kielkucki + 

7:00 PM Margaret T. Maccia + 
 

Saturday, December 9 

Advent Weekday 

9:00 AM Audrey Falcone (Living) 

**************************************************** 

Second Sunday of Advent 

Saturday, December 9 (Anticipated Mass) 

5:00 PM  Josephine Giuriceo + 
**************************************************** 

Sunday, December 10 2017 
 

  8:30 AM  Deceased Members of Holy Name Society 

10:00 AM  For All the People of Our Parish + 

11:30 AM  Corazon & Benjamin Sotto+ 

   5:00 PM  Miguel Angel Ocasio + 

 



 

WELCOME TO OUR PARISH FAMILY 

 

Our warmest welcome to our visitors! We are 

glad you came to 

celebrate the Eucharist with us today. We thank 

God for you! 

Do not hesitate to let us know how we may serve 

you. 

 

Every family and single adult to be considered an 

active parishioner of St. Bartholomew’s Parish must be properly 

registered in the Parish, receiving and regularly using the Parish 

Weekly Collection Envelopes. Only in this way can the Pastor 

issue documents attesting to Catholic practice of the faith and 

Parish membership, e.g. a letter to be a Godparent or Sponsor.  For 

further information call the Parish Office at (914) 965-0566. 

 

If you have not registered or need to correct some of the 

information in our file, please fill out this form and check (X) the 

appropriate box below, or you may also use the complete 

Registration Form found on the table at the rear of the Church; 

and drop the completed form into the collection basket or drop 

off/mail it to the Rectory. Thank you! 

 

Name: _______________________________________________ 

 

Address: _____________________________________________ 

 

City/Zip: _____________________________________________ 

 

Telephone: ___________________________________________ 

 

Comment: ____________________________________________ 

 

� I am interested in parish membership. 

� I am a visitor. 

� Change of Address / Telephone Number. 

� I am moving out of the Parish. 

� I am going to the hospital. 

� I would like to be visited by a priest / minister. 

� Please send me the Catholic New York. 

� I would like to learn more about the Catholic Faith. 

----------------------------------------- 

 

LOCAL EVENTS 

 

Emmaus Ministry for Grieving Parents  
To meet the spiritual needs of parents whose 

children of any age have died by any cause--no 

matter how long ago--the Family Life Office, in 

collaboration with the Emmaus Ministry for 

Grieving Parents, (www.emfgp.org) is offering 

four more retreats in 2018 for parents in the 

following locations:  

January 13, 2018, Putnam County 

February 24, 2018, Westchester County 

April 28, 2018, Rockland County (Spanish-language retreat) 

October 20, 2018, Manhattan 

 

See the flyer on the bulletin boards at the rear of the church. 

 


