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Commander’s Comments by Mike Jackson
THE NEWSLETTER

OF

Greetings, Fellow Legionnaires:

H

How many years, for each of us, have
passed, since we were discharged from
our service? It was 1983, for me.
I hope you are able to look back on
your time in the service and find some
fond memories, some friends you still
keep track of (some we have lost, for sure), and realize
how that time helped us become the people we are today. It certainly changed this little punk ☺ ; made me
grow up and gave me the foundation for a prosperous
career that I still work in to this day.
And now, we move forward into 2019. We have
the Golf Tournament coming up (the Golf Committee
is now meeting regularly. If you have some spare time,
check with Ron Stried). This is our fund-raiser for the
year. The funds we raise in the tournament go toward
our high school and veterans scholarships. Our Post will
also have activities on Memorial Day in May, Flag Day
in June, and Independence Day in July.
We recently passed the 77th anniversary of the attack

on Pearl Harbor, December 7, 1941. It was a date that
changed the world. Later this year, Tammy and I will be
fortunate enough to travel to Europe, indeed, France,
to observe the 75th anniversary of D-Day, on June 6.

Tammy Jackson

We now start a new year: 2019.

Your Post 326 officers, committee chairs, and volunteers hard at work,
preparing for the upcoming major fund-raising event: the 31st Annual
Memorial Golf Tournament on May 9. left–right, clockwise: Phil
Johnston, Jim Stolp, Ron Stried, Tony Nuccio, Ron Dubois, Larry Hohl,
Bob Campos, and volunteer/photographer Tammy Jackson (shooting
the photo)
................................................

I hope we can all look forward to a happy and
healthy 2019. Let’s all get our Legion memberships

renewed (contact Bob Pillmore), try to bring in a guest
or two who might become active members
of our great organization, and all become
ACTIVE members in our Post!

Thank you
and Happy New Year! H

“PERPETUAL OPTIMISM IS A FORCE MULTIPLIER.” —Colin Powell
“Perpetual Optimism is hoping that all of our Post 326 members will help in one way or
another to make this year’s golf Tournament the most financially successful to date.”
—Golf Tournament Committee
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Charitable Donations

by Bob Jordan

Beat the Tax Man!
For those of us who have reached the age of 70 -1/2,
we have an opportunity to avoid taxes on our IRA
Required Minimum Distribution (RMD).
The IRS allows us to make a direct contribution to
qualified charities, of which the American
Legion is one, and the contribution is
directly subtracted from our taxable
income. You can make the contribution by writing a check on your IRA
account or by contacting the trustee
managing your account and making

the request for a Qualified Charitable Distribution
(QCD). This allows the benefit of a charitable contribution even if you don’t itemize your deductions. In addition, the QCD can be in
excess of your RMD, if you have already met your requirement. H

“Damn the torpedoes, full speed ahead.” —Admiral David G. Farragut
“Damn the procrastination, volunteer today!” —Golf Tournament Committee

Wednesday, February 6

Social Hour 6 P.M. H Open Meeting 7:00 P.M. H Dinner 7:20 P.M.
Please make your reservations by responding to this newsletter. If you receive

an email notifying you of the meeting, please reply ASAP whether or not you plan to
attend (with number of attendees) and if you want the vegetarian option. If you do
not receive an email, contact Sergeant-at-Arms Larry Hohl at larryhohl@austin.rr.com
or (512) 523-8532 no later than 5:00 P.M. on Sunday, February 3.

REGULAR

Menu

Stuffed Flounder Newburg
Parsley Rice
Steamed Broccolini
with Roasted Red Peppers

VEGETARIAN

Portabella Mushroom
Stack with Roasted
Veggies & Mozzarella

Both Dinners Also Receive
Freshly Baked Rolls & Butter • Red Velvet Cake with Vanilla Ice Cream
Fresh Salad • Iced Tea and Regular/Decaf Coffee
$22 per person (inclusive)
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Post 326 Membership

by Bob Pillmore, Membership Chairman

If everyone renews their membership, we will exceed our membership goal for 2019. If you have
not yet renewed your membership for 2019,
please do. If you are uncertain, please call
or email me.

Assuming every one of our current members renew,

Our current paid 2019 membership is

Per Internal Revenue Service regulations, American

114, and we are working toward two goals: The American
Legion has set a goal of 142, and our Post has a goal of
172. To help achieve our membership goals, the Post has
offered to pay the first year’s dues for the first 20 new
members to join the Post. That offer is limited to veterans
new to the American Legion. To date, we have only awarded four of the 20. Certainly you can find a veteran
who will join the Post for no cost.

Legion Posts are required to be able to prove that their
members are indeed military veterans. As a result, we are
making a good faith effort to collect our members’ discharge documents (DD-214 or an equivalent document
proving eligibility). Currently, we have these types of documents from 111 of our current membership. Letters were
sent out to the members who need to respond. Please find
your paperwork for us, or send a request to the Armed
Forces Records Storage offices in St. Louis to acquire
them. H

We want to welcome one new member of the Post:

Blair Didion, one of our veteran scholarship recipients.
Please welcome Blair when you see him.

Finance Report

we still need another 24 new or transfer members to meet
our Post 326 goal of 172 members for the 2018–19 fiscal
year. If you know of any potential members, please have
them fill out a membership form and forward it to me.
Membership applications are available on our website:
www.alegiononioncreek.org.

FMI: bob.pillmore@gmail.com or 512-921-5952

by Tom Harder, Finance Officer

$$

The key point to this financial update is that our Post is in good shape and on
schedule for payment of expected expenses, except for one major exception, which is the distribution of $7,000 in scholarship grant monies to three student veterans and one high school senior
JROTC student bound for college: One student veteran is going through a divorce and is not able
to attend college during the Fall semester, but possibly in the Spring. The three other scholarship
recipients have not yet responded to repeated inquiries.
As of January 15, 2019, our Post 326 financial position is as follows:
•Operating Account has a total of $5,964.35.
•Golf Account has $42 seed money for the 2019 Tournament.
•Scholarships Account has a total of $1,500 after paying ten $500 scholarship grants to various universities
for the Fall and Spring enrollments of seven high school senior graduates and eight $1,000 scholarship
grants to student veterans. We expect to issue an additional $7,000 toward scholarship grants before
February 15, 2019, with monies transferred from our Operating Savings Account.
•Operating Fund Savings Account has a total of $55,294.35, earning about $12 per month in interest.
•We have four separate $15,000 Certificates of Deposit invested with Velocity Credit Union ($60,581.31)
generating a total of about $111 per month in dividends.
Our Executive Committee recently voted for charitable donation payments of $1,000 to both
Riva Szostkowski and Paul Andrew Rangel for “Individual Veterans/Family Support,” and $500 to Honor Flight
Austin in acknowledgement of Richard Overton’s (Oldest WWII Veteran) recent passing. H
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Golf Tournament News

by Dr. Ron Stried, Golf Tournament Chairman

On Thursday, May 9, 2019,
Onion Creek American Legion Post 326
will conduct our 31st Annual Memorial
Golf Tournament at the Onion Creek Club.
This is our major fundraising event of the year, benefiting a variety
of veteran and community projects and will include for the first time
an On-line Sale in lieu of a Silent Auction. Should be exciting!

L

ast year we had a highly successful event with a net profit of $32,609. Our net profit the last three years

has totaled $108,700! Since 2013, the Post has awarded 33 scholarships to honorably discharged veterans for a total of
$65,000. Post 326 remains one of the ONLY Posts to award Veterans Scholarships. Since 2000 the Post has awarded
137 scholarships totaling $215,000 to high school students enrolled as active members in the JROTC Program. We plan
to continue funding these and other veteran and community projects.
We are moving toward tournament day, and our overall plan is starting to fall into place. Our goal is to net

$25,000. We are in the process of organizing, updating databases, refining plans and procedures, and preparing for the event.
We have a plan/schedule, budget, and a brochure. Additional details are posted on our website: www.alegiononioncreek.org.
The tournament will follow along the same format as last year, with a few major exceptions: The committee

decided to cancel both the Silent and Live Auction. This is a major change. Why take away potentially $7,000 in revenue?
Answer: It was getting increasingly difficult to acquire items for these auctions and more difficult finding volunteers to set
up and tear down the Silent Auction infrastructure. The Live Auction was also becoming somewhat overbearing and a
distraction. It was taking too much time, and players were actually leaving before the awards ceremony.
To make up the difference in lost revenue, the committee decided to award cash equivalent prizes (gift certificates,

etc., in lieu of cash prizes) thus avoiding an expense of $2,375 in cash prizes, which will, in turn, be directed toward veterans and community projects, and to conduct an On-line Sale of any remaining collected items not needed for door prizes
and “goodies” bags. The sale would be conducted a week or so before the tournament, and items would be sold on a “buy
it now” basis at a good value. Items not sold will then be offered after the event at discounted “fire sale” prices. It’s a
gamble, but we’ve done something similar during previous events.
We are also introducing “Drive like a Bubba” score enhancement option in lieu of the Game of Chance (bet to land

a ball within a prescribed circle on a par 3 hole). Drive like a Bubba allows a team to pay $20 on a designated par 5 hole
to advance the ball to a distance of 150 yards from the hole for their second shot — nice advantage! We are also adding
a $10,000 Putting Challenge. Raffle tickets will be sold at registration for a chance for one person to be selected to make
a 60-foot putt for $10,000 just prior to the deployment. It should make for an exciting start to our event. We are still considering other surprises.
. . . continued on page 5
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Golf Tournament News,

continued

Photos on page 4 & 5 were taken at previous Post 326 tournaments. Did you participate?

..........................................................

We will continue to promote our Las Vegas Golf Option (Dice Game) as well as our Hole-in-One contests as we

have in the past. We are also limiting the field to 132 players and will continue to reserve 12 team positions for our Corporate/Platinum sponsors. We will also recognize any business sponsoring a team. Please encourage your family and friends to
sign up quickly before all of the slots are taken! We expect all positions to be filled by mid-April.
Our event officially kicked off on January 18, when invitations were mailed to players and solicitation letters were
mailed to previous sponsors (cash donors) and previous contributors (donors of goods & services). We started an early
fundraising initiative in September, in advance of our formal kick-off, by approaching some new potential sponsors.
Tony Nuccio will lead the fundraising effort again this year and has initiated the formal fundraising phase with a

kick-off meeting on January 22. We have 15 volunteers lined up to help so far, but we can always use more help. This is
a difficult and challenging task — but a very important and necessary one with high rewards of self-satisfaction. If you
are able to help, please contact Tony @ 512-282-2502.
Jim Stolp will be responsible for player acquisition and can use help in reaching out and filling all 132 player positions.

If you are able to help solicit players, please contact Jim @ 512-280-1598.
Bob Pillmore and his team will be responsible for leading all tournament day operations. Bob will also be our
interface with the OCC for all of our requirements. If you are able to help on tournament day, we have a job for you ranging
from registration, hospitality, stuffing “goodies” bags, running on-course contests, ball spotters & observers, installation of
signs and banners, photographer, etc. If you are up to the challenge, please contact Bob @ 512-292-1194/512-921-5952 or
his assistant Stan Lipinski @ 309-368-5456. Stan will also keep track of our volunteers and manage their efforts, including
procedures and training. Bob Caudill will provide logistics support
and oversee “goodies” bags operations. Jim Stolp will provide transportation support and manage golf carts for our volunteers. Larry
For cash contributions, make
Hohl will perform golf marshal duties, as well as handle the rules
your check payable to the
and contests. Tom Harder will be managing all of our tournaAmerican Legion Memorial Golf
ment finances.
Tournament and mail by April 26, 2019
Finally, I want to remind our members that the Memorial
Golf Tournament is our major fund-raising effort of the year

and I want to encourage everyone to be involved in some way. If
you are not currently involved or have planned to be involved in
the golf tournament as a player, sponsor/contributor, and/or volunteer, please consider making a small donation of at least $10.
Our goal is 100% member participation. We are optimistically looking forward to another successful event, and we hope to see you on
May 9. We’re going to have another fantastic year! H

(or sooner) to
American Legion Post 326
Memorial Golf Tournament
Attn: Tony Nuccio
P.O. Box 314
Manchaca, TX 78652
Thank you in advance for your support.
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High School Scholarships by Bob Jordan, Scholarship Chairman
With the start of the year, the Scholarship Program for
American Legion Post 326 is in full swing.
Graduating high school seniors who are
enrolled in a JROTC program at the participating high schools are eligible to
apply at www.alegiononioncreek.org before March 31, 2019. The following high
school scholarship information appears
on this website: The American Legion
Onion Creek Post 326 will award eight
$1000 scholarships paid at the rate of $500 per regular
semester. Akins, Bowie, Hays, and Lehman graduating
seniors currently enrolled in their school’s JROTC pro-

gram are eligible. The Post 326 Scholarship Committee
accepts applications January through March each year and
interviews selectively at candidates’ high schools in April.
The High School Scholarship Program will benefit
from the 31st Annual Memorial Golf Tournament,

which will be held on May 9 at the Onion Creek Club.
If you would like more information, please contact me
(512-567-1341 or bjordan3@austin.rr.com) or download
a scholarship application at www.alegiononioncreek.org.
HHH

Chaplain’s Corner, by Chaplain Emmett Thomason
Presidents Day is
an American holiday celebrated on
the third Monday
in February; Presi-

dents Day 2019
occurs on Monday,
February 18. Originally established in 1885 in recognition
of President George Washington, the
holiday became popularly known as
Presidents Day after it was moved as
part of 1971’s Uniform Monday Holiday Act, an attempt to create more
three-day weekends for the nation’s
workers. While several states still have
individual holidays honoring the birthdays of Washington, Abraham Lincoln,
and other figures, Presidents Day is now
popularly viewed as a day to celebrate
all U.S. presidents, past and present.
At the time, Washington was venerated as the most important figure in

American history, and events like the
1832 centennial of his birth and the
start of construction of the Washington
Monument in 1848 were cause for

6

national celebration. The holiday initially only applied to the District of Columbia, but in 1885 it was expanded to
the whole country. At the time, Washington’s Birthday joined four other nationally recognized federal bank holidays: New Year’s Day, Fourth-of-July,
Thanksgiving, and Christmas Day, and
was the first to celebrate the life of an
individual American. Martin Luther
King Jr. Day, signed into law in 1983,
was the second.
In 1967, the Uniform Monday Holiday
Act was proposed by Congress to cre-

ate more three-day weekends to reduce
labor absenteeism. While some argued
that shifting holidays from their original dates would cheapen their meaning,
the bill also had widespread support
from both the private sector and labor
unions and was seen as a surefire way
to bolster retail sales. The Uniform Monday Holiday Act also included a provision to combine the celebration of
Washington’s birthday with that of
Abraham Lincoln, which fell on
February 12.

V

The main piece of the Uniform Monday Holiday Act passed in 1968 and
officially took effect in 1971, following an executive order from President
Richard M. Nixon. Washington’s Birthday was then shifted to the third Monday in February. Columbus Day and
Memorial Day were also moved from
their traditionally designated dates.

In its modern form, Presidents Day

is used by many patriotic and historical groups as a date for staging celebrations, reenactments, and other events.
A number of states also require that
their public schools spend the days leading up to Presidents Day, teaching students about the accomplishments of the
presidents, often with a focus on the
lives of Washington and Lincoln. So, on
Monday the 18th, celebrate and reflect
on the accomplishments of all of our
Presidents — past and present — and fly
your American Flag with pride! H
Editor’s note: Chaplain’s article edited for
space. Contact Cathy for copy of full article:
catmiller@mindspring.com
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Photos pro
vided by
Tammy Ja
ckson

December
General Meeting

Winner!

..
And. were
there s!
prize

Post members and guests
gathered at the Onion
Creek Club for their
Christmas meeting
and to mix &
mingle.
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American Legion Post 326
Annual Memorial Golf Tournament
Thursday, May 9, 2019
Onion Creek Club

To:

326
Po st

You better not forget to honor your “sweetie” with a card, flowers,
golf clubs, or a box of chocolates on Thursday, February 14, VALENTINES DAY!
— Chaplain Thomason

CURRENT OFFICERS

AT-LARGE MEMBERS & COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS

Commander
– Michael OFFICERS
R. “Mike” Jackson
CURRENT

Golf Committee
Chair – Dr. Ronald
O. “Ron” Stried
EXECUTIVE
COMMITTEE
Current Officers
Plus:
(512 ) 280-3245
• rstried@aol.com

(512 )

282-2712 • mjackson1000@yahoo.com

First Vice Commander – OPEN
Second Vice Commander – OPEN
Adjutant – Kenneth E. “Ken” Roe
(512 )

534-8161 • kenroetx@yahoo.com

Finance Officer – Thomas L. “Tom” Harder
(512 ) 656-7410 • tomharder57@sbcglobal.net

Sergeant-at-Arms – Thomas L. “Larry” Hohl
(512)

523-8532 • larryhohl@austin.rr.com

Service Officer – Robert C. “Bob” Jordan
(512)

567-1341 • bjordan3@austin.rr.com

At-Large – Charles R. “Bob” Caudill
(512 )

At-Large – Dr. Ronald O. “Ron” Stried
(512 )

323-7989 • emmett_thomason@hotmail.com

Historian – Robert J. “Bob” Pillmore
(512)

280-3245 • rstried@aol.com

At-Large – Stanley S. “Stan” Lipinski
(309)

368-5446 • stan61401@yahoo.com

Membership Chair, Webmaster – Robert J. “Bob” Pillmore
(512 )

921-5952 • bob.pillmore@gmail.com

HS Scholarships,
Boys/Girls State
– Robert C. “Bob” Jordan
COMMITTEE
CHAIRPERSONS
(512)

567-1341 • bjordan3@austin.rr.com

Veterans Scholarships, Charitable Donations, At-Large –

Chaplain – Emmett L. Thomason
( 469)

282-6807 • mjctexas@aol.com

William O. “Bill” Welch
(512 )

810-9179 • billwelch@sbcglobal.net

High School Oratorical Committee Chair – OPEN

921-5952 • bob.pillmore@gmail.com
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