Second Sunday in Lent
ELW Holy Communion Setting Four
Sunday, March 1, 2026 CLC 8am & 10am

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, & one God,
the keeper of the covenant,

the source of steadfast love,

our rock and our redeemer.

Amen.

God hears us when we cry and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us
return to the one who is full of compassion.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Fountain of living water,

pour out your mercy over us.

Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free.

Rebuild what we have ruined

and mend what we have torn.

Wash us in your cleansing flood.

Make us alive in the Spirit

to follow in the way of Jesus,

as healers and restorers of the world you so love.
Amen.



Beloved, God’s word never fails.
The promise rests on grace:

by the saving love of Jesus Christ,
the wisdom and power of God,

your sins are I forgiven, and God remembers them no more.
Journey in the way of Jesus.
Amen.

GATHERING SONG Bless Now, O God, the Journey (ELW 326)
1 Bless now, O God, the journey

that all your people make,

the path through noise and silence,

the way of give and take.

The trail is found in desert

and winds the mountain round,

then leads beside still waters,

the road where faith is found.

2 Bless sojourners and pilgrims
who share this winding way;

your hope burns through the terrors,
your love sustains the day.

We yearn for holy freedom

while often we are bound;

together we are seeking

the road where faith is found.

3 Divine eternal lover,

you meet us on the road.
We wait for land of promise
where milk and honey flow,
but waiting not for places,
you meet us all around.

Our covenant is written

on roads, as faith is found.
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Text: Sylvia G. Dunstan, 1955-1993
Music: LLANGLOFFAN, Welsh tune, 19th cent.
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

KYRIE (ELW p. 147)

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above,
and for our salvation,

let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world,

for the well-being of the Church of God,
and for the unity of all,

let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house,

and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day.

E pule, Kakou. Let us pray.
A briefsilence is kept before the prayer.

O God, our leader and guide, in the waters of baptism you bring us to
new birth to live as your children. Strengthen our faith in your promises,
that by your Spirit we may lift up your life to all the world through your
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

The assembly is seated.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Genesis 12:1-4a

God’s call of Abram and Sarai has a clear purpose—that through them
all the families of the earth would gain a blessing. As they set out on
their journey, they are accompanied by promises of land, nation, and a
great reputation.

A reading from Genesis.

'The LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and
your father’s house to the land that I will show you. I will make of you
a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your name great, so that
you will be a blessing. “I will bless those who bless you, and the one
who curses you I will curse; and in you all the families of the earth shall
be blessed.”

*So Abram went, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM: Psalm 121
'T lift up my eyes ! to the hills;
from where is my | help to come?
’My help comes ! from the LORD,
the maker of heav- ! en and earth.
‘The LORD will not let your | foot be moved
nor will the one who watches over you ! fall asleep.
“Behold, the keep- | er of Israel
will neither slum- ! ber nor sleep;
“the LORD watches ! over you;
the LORD is your shade at | your right hand;
%the sun will not strike ! you by day,
nor the | moon by night.
'The LORD will preserve you | from all evil
and will | keep your life.
®The LORD will watch over your going out and your | coming in,
from this time forth for- ' evermore.

SECOND READING: Romans 4:1-5, 13-17

In the person and example of Abraham we discover that a right
relationship with God does not involve earning a reward from God but
entails trusting God’s promises. Abraham is the forebear and model for
both Jews and Gentiles, because we too trust that ours is a God who
gives life to the dead.

A reading from Romans.

'What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor
according to the flesh? “For if Abraham was justified by works, he has
something to boast about, but not before God. “For what does the
scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as
righteousness.” “Now to one who works, wages are not reckoned as a
gift but as something due. *But to one who without works trusts him
who justifies the ungodly, such faith is reckoned as righteousness.
“For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to



Abraham or to his descendants through the law but through the
righteousness of faith. '“If it is the adherents of the law who are to be the
heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. '“For the law brings wrath;
but where there 1s no law, neither is there violation.

'°For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may
rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the
adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham
(for he is the father of all of us, '"as it is written, “I have made you the
father of many nations”)—in the presence of the God in whom he
believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things
that do not exist.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 151)
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.
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Return to the Lord, your God,
for he is gracious and merciful,
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love.



GOSPEL: John 3:1-17
A curious Pharisee visits Jesus by night to learn from the teacher his
friends reject. Jesus speaks to him about life in the Spirit and the

kingdom of God.

The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

"Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. “He
came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a
teacher who has come from God; for no one can do these signs that you
do apart from the presence of God.” *Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I
tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from
above.” “Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having
grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be
born?” “Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the
kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. “What is born
of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. ‘Do not be
astonished that I said to you, “You must be born from above.” “The wind
blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not
know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who
is born of the Spirit.” "Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things
be?” !“Jesus answered him, “Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do
not understand these things?

H“Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to
what we have seen; yet you do not receive our testimony. '“If I have told
you about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I
tell you about heavenly things? '“No one has ascended into heaven
except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. '“And just
as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man
be lifted up, '“that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.

1“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that
everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.

7“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the
world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.”



The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

KEIKI STORY

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY My Faith Looks Up to Thee (ELW 759)

1 My faith looks up to thee,
thou Lamb of Calvary,
Savior divine!

Now hear me while I pray,
take all my guilt away,

oh, let me from this day

be wholly thine!

2 May thy rich grace impart
strength to my fainting heart,
my zeal inspire;

as thou hast died for me,

oh, may my love to thee

pure, warm, and changeless be,
a living fire!

3 While life's dark maze I tread
and griefs around me spread,
be thou my guide;

bid darkness turn to day,

wipe sorrow's tears away,

nor let me ever stray

from thee aside.

10



4 When ends life's transient dream,
when death's cold, sullen stream
shall o'er me roll;

blest Savior, then, in love

fear and distrust remove;

oh, bear me safe above,

a ransomed soul!

11
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APOSTLES' CREED

The Nicene Creed or the Apostles” Creed may be spoken. The Nicene
Creed is appropriate during Advent, Christmas, Easter, and on festival
days, the Apostles’ Creed during Lent and at other times.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the
world, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

O God, you so love your church. Raise up leaders who care for your
people. Bless lay theologians, seminary and college professors, and all
who are called to the ministry of teaching, that they form and inspire us
for the work of the gospel. E ka Haku.

Aloha ke Akua.
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O God, you so love your creation. Breathe new life into our planetary
home. Guide the work of researchers, scientists, and activists who love
your earth and who inspire us to care for the natural world. E ka Haku.
Aloha ke Akua.

O God, you so love the world. Uphold leaders who resist tyranny and
oppression. Strengthen organizations that promote peace and harmony,
especially the Lutheran Peace Fellowship, American Friends Service
Committee, and the Fellowship of Reconciliation. Direct their work to
alleviate human suffering and to address its root causes. E ka Haku.
Aloha ke Akua.

O God, you so love your people. Draw near to all who live with mental
illness, depression, or addiction, and accompany them in healing and
recovery. Hear the cries of those who look to you in their distress,
especially all those whom we name in our hearts and whose names we
now speak aloud .... E ka Haku.

Aloha ke Akua.

O God, you so love your children. Bless the young in our midst, and
delight us with their joy, wonder, and curiosity. Sustain our ministries
with children and youth, especially Keiki Church, and equip us all for
faithful discipleship. E ka Haku.

Aloha ke Akua.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

Birthdays: Joel Baptisms: None

Church: Prince of Peace, Pastor Gloria Imamura

O God, you so love your saints. As our ancestors in the faith have been a
blessing to us, so inspire us by their example of holy living to be a
blessing to those who come after us. E ka Haku.

Aloha ke Akua.
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We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and
your promise to renew your whole creation; through Jesus Christ our
Savior.
Amen.

PEACE AND ALOHA
Aloha nui e ‘oukou.

‘O ke aloha o ka Haku

e mau ana me ‘oukou
apau loa.

Friends, siblings in Christ, the peace of God be with you always.
And also with you.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care
of those in need. Mahalo nui loa to everyone for your offerings.

You may drop your offering in the wooden plates on the way in or out of
worship. You can also send checks via USPS mail or go to our
“Donate” button at www.clcmililani.org and make your offering via
Tithe.ly. Mahalo to Thrivent members making offerings via Simply
Giving.

Create 1n me a clean heart, O God,

and renew a right spirit within me.

Cast me not away from your presence,
and take not your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore to me the joy of your salvation,
and uphold me with your free Spirit.

15
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OFFERING PRAYER
As the table is prepared, the assisting minister leads in prayer.

E pule, Kakou. Let us pray.
A brief silence

Faithful God,

you walk beside us in desert places,

and you meet us in our hunger with bread from heaven.
Accompany us in this meal,

that we may pass over from death to life

with Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING

DIALOGUE (ELW p. 152)
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The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy God,
our living Water and our merciful Guide,
together with rivers and seas, wells and springs
we bless and magnify you.

You led your people Israel through the desert,
and provided them water from the rock.

We praise you for Christ, our Rock and our Water,
who joined us in our desert,
pouring out his life for the world.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore,

his life, death, and resurrection,

we await your salvation for all this thirsty world.
Pour out your Spirit on this holy food

and on all the baptized gathered for this feast:

wash away our sin,

that we may be revived for our journey by the love of Christ.
Through him all glory and honor is yours,

Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,

in your holy Church,

both now and forever.
Amen
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LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kin-dom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Na Makana a ke Akua no ka Po‘e a ke Akua

Christ has prepared the feast.
E komo mai. E kipa mai.

Come to the table where you are welcomed home.

COMMUNION
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say

The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
and each person may respond

Amen.

The ministers commune either after or before others commune.
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COMMUNION SONG - THE QUEEN'S PRAYER
O kou aloha no A ia I ka lani

A o kou o1a 10 He hemolele hoi. Amene.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

As the table is cleared, the assisting minister leads in prayer.

E pule, Kakou. Let us pray.

A brief silence

Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. Sustain
us in our Lenten pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for justice; our
alms, a making of peace; and our prayer, the song of grateful hearts,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us 1n mission to the world.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and =+ give you peace.
Amen.
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SENDING SONG Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound (ELW 779)

1

Amazing grace! how sweet the sound
that saved a wretch like me!

I once was lost, but now am found,;
was blind, but now I see.

"Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,
and grace my fears relieved;

how precious did that grace appear

the hour I first believed!

Through many dangers, toils, and snares
I have already come;

'tis grace has brought me safe thus far,
and grace will lead me home.

The Lord has promised good to me;
his word my hope secures;

he will my shield and portion be

as long as life endures.

When we've been there ten thousand years,
bright shining as the sun,

we've no less days to sing God's praise
than when we'd first begun.
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Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound

Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt., sts. 1-4; anonymous, st. 5
Music: NEW BRITAIN, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835; arr. Edwin O. Excell, 1851-1921, alt.
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve in love.
Thanks be to God.

From sundaysandseasons.com.

Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

23



