Alphonso “Al” Giles
May 2, 1922 — September 11, 2015
Saturday, October 3, at 1:00 pm
Mt. Hermon A.M.E Church
430 Northwest 7th Terrace
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33311

The Reverend Henry E. Green, Jr., Senior Pastor

Celebrating the Life of Alphonso “Al” Giles
“We Are Soldiers in the Army”
We are Soldiers in the army,
We have to fight, although we have to cry
We have to hold up the bloodstained banner
We have to hold it up until we Die!
My mother was a Soldier - Oh yes!
She had her hand on the Gospel Plow
But one day she got old, she couldn’t fight anymore,
She said I’ll stand here, and fight anyhow.
We are Soldiers in the army,
We have to fight, although we have to cry
We have to hold up the bloodstained banner
We have to hold it up until we Die!
My Father was a Soldier - Oh yes!
He had his hands on the Gospel Plow
But one day he got old, he couldn’t fight anymore,
He said, I’ll stand here and fight anyhow.
We are Soldiers in the army,
We have to fight, although we have to cry
We have to hold up the bloodstained banner
We have to hold it up until we Die!
I’m so glad that I’m a Soldier - Oh yes!
I’ve got my hand on the Gospel Plow,
One day I’ll get old, and can’t fight anymore,
And I’ll stand here and fight anyhow.
We are Soldiers in the army,
We have to fight, although we have to cry
We have to hold up the bloodstained banner
We have to hold it up until we Die!
Think of father - he'll be there.
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Order of Service
The Reverend Henry E. Green, Jr., Officiating
Processional . . . . . . . . “Soon and Very Soon” . . . Mt. Hermon AME Mass Choir
Final Glance
Hymn . . . . . . . “We Are Soldiers in the Army” . . . Mt. Hermon AME Mass Choir
Prayer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . The Reverend D’Mrtri Crafton Burke
Scripture
Old Testament . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

New Testament . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Pastor Russell Giles
Isiah 40:28-31
Pastor John Giles
1 Corinthians 13:1-13

Special Vocal Tribute . . . “Take Me to the King” . . . Felicia Gooden Williams .
Saxophone Solo . . . “Take the ‘A’ Train” (Duke Ellington) . . . Randy Corinthian
Reflections . . . . Beauregard Cummings, Dr. Cyrus Pettis, DDS; Attorney Joe
Clair (Washington, DC); Ellis Miller, Jr.; Beverly Wright
Thompson, the Reverend D’Mrtri Crafton Burke (Jacksonville)

Musical Selection . . . . . “Order My Steps” . . . . . Mt. Hermon AME Mass Choir
Resolutions . . . . . . . . . . . .
............
............
............

Gwen Davis, Mt. Hermon AME Church
Senator Chris Smith, Florida State Senate District 31
Ricky O. Stewart, Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc.
Roschell Franklin, Broward County Kampers Klub

Musical Selection . . . . . “Going up Yonder” . . . . Mt. Hermon AME Mass Choir

Eulogy . . . . . . . . . “From Start to Finish” . . . . . The Reverend Henry E. Green, Jr.
Recessional . . . . . . . . . . “Going Home” . . . . . . . . Mt. Hermon AME Mass Choir
Interment
Sunset Memorial Gardens
Fort Lauderdale, FL
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Obituary for Alphonso “Al” Giles
2nd Corinthians 5:8 teaches “We are confident, I say,
and willing rather to be absent from the body, and to be
present with the Lord.”
Alphonso “Al” Giles passed peacefully from this life during the afternoon of September 11. The previous day, September 10, was the 66 th
anniversary of his marriage to his dear wife, Ruth Yvette Taylor Giles.
Al was surrounded and supported by his loving family and friends
when the Lord called him home.
Al was an early member of Mt. Hermon AME Church during the 1930s,
when the Reverend Collins was pastor. A dedicated Christian servant, Al later became a
member of Harris Chapel United Methodist Church in Fort Lauderdale, where he sang with the
Men’s Choir and served as a trustee. His name is engraved on the cornerstone of the church.
During recent years, he rejoined Mt. Hermon AME Church to serve with his wife, Ruth, a longtime member.
Al was born on May 2, 1922, in Pine Mount, Florida (near Live Oak), to the late Willie and
Anna Jerrido Giles. The family moved to Fort Lauderdale when Al was two years old. Siblings
included a sister, Annie Mae Giles Owens (deceased), Albert Giles (deceased), Harry (Hattie)
Giles, Bernard Giles (deceased) and infant James Giles (deceased).
Despite growing up in Fort Lauderdale during the Great Depression and racial segregation,
Al was a true Fort Lauderdale pioneer. Living in historic Fort Lauderdale meant life without
electricity or indoor plumbing. But he fondly recalled many enjoyable life experiences, such as
visiting his favorite swimming hole, “Dillard Ville,” along the North Fork of New River, where he
learned to swim at the age of 12. Al attended the Dillard School from elementary grades
through high school and worked at numerous jobs in downtown Fort Lauderdale each summer
prior to graduating in 1941.
As a teen, Al unloaded bananas from Cuban barges docked at Port Everglades and worked
as a short order cook, frying ham and eggs to make sandwiches for workers at the Port. He
picked vegetables on area farms, like so many young people of color during his day, and he
worked as a porter at a downtown hotel. Al also delivered groceries for a kind Canadian lady
grocer, who treated him to delicious apple strudels to take home at the end of each work day.
Al was the first in his family to attend college. He often expressed gratitude that his father, who
constructed roadways and bridges, understood the value of education and proudly sacrificed
to send his eldest child to Florida A&M College
(“FAMCEE,” now Florida A&M University) in 1941.
During the summer of his freshman year, Al was
hired by Chicago, Duluth & Georgian Bay Transit
Lines to work as head busboy to hire and supervise
a team of bussers onboard the SS Alabama, which
sailed out of Chicago for five-day and weekend
cruises on the often-turbulent Great Lakes.
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Shortly after Al returned for his sophomore year at FAMC, he was
drafted for WWII service in the United States Army. Because Al had
good grades in chemistry, he was sent for water purification specialist
training at Fort Belvoir, VA. He used these skills in the Pacific Theater
of the war at an outpost by a fresh-water stream in the sweltering
jungles of New Guinea, near Australia. He later served on Leyte Island
in the Philippines and was on the
Japanese island of Okinawa when
atomic bombs devastated Hiroshima
and Nagasaki in August of 1945.
After the war, Al returned to FAMC to complete his education. He joined the Beta Nu chapter of Alpha Phi Alpha
Fraternity in 1948 and graduated that year with a major in
biology and minor in chemistry.
Al entered the education profession as a science teacher at Roosevelt High School in Lakeland. Not long thereafter, he decided to pursue graduate-level studies at Howard University
(Washington, D.C.) and then at Temple University (Philadelphia), where he earned his
master’s degree.
In 1949, Al married the love of his life, Miss Ruth Taylor, who
had recently graduated from Bethune Cookman College and
was teaching home economics at Braithwaite in Deerfield.
Based upon a tip from his lovely wife, Al secured a post as
science department head at Dillard High School. He later
accepted similar posts at Wingate Junior High School (which
later became Everglades Middle School and is now William
Dandy Middle School) and Lauderdale Lakes Middle School.
During the 70s and early 80s, Al was also an instructor in the
Upward Bound Program at Florida Memorial College, earning
the distinction of “Teacher of the Year” in 1974, after coaching
his students to win a state championship in the “College Bowl”
academic challenge tournament earlier that year.
In 1954, Al and eight other visionary men
founded Fort Lauderdale’s Zeta Alpha
Lambda graduate chapter of Alpha Phi
Alpha Fraternity, Inc. Al’s fraternal affiliation
covered a span of 67 years. He was
honored by the fraternity and the National
Panhellenic Council of Broward County with
a Lifetime Achievement Award in 2014.
Al and his wife, Ruth, became the parents of one daughter, Yvette, who was blessed to
honor both parents as their full-time loving caregiver during their sunset years. Al was
richly blessed to consider the last years of his life the best years of his life.
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Remembering Alphonso “Al” Giles
Al pursued post-graduate studies at North Carolina A&T. And in 1962, Al was among a small
group of Broward County teachers who were the first African Americans to attend the all-white
Florida State College (Tallahassee, now Florida State University). The teachers were selected
by the Broward County School Board to study graduate-level math and science on a National
Science Foundation grant, inspiring the Tallahassee Democrat newspaper article titled,
“Education, Not Agitation.”
Al’s teaching career spanned more 30 years. He took great pride in knowing that his love of
learning, enthusiasm for teaching science and strong work ethic influenced the lives of his
many students in meaningful ways. Al’s two younger brothers, Albert and Harry, followed in
his footsteps by becoming science teachers, as well.
A lifelong boating enthusiast and wildlife conservationist,
Al was the first African American member of Broward
County’s Marine Advisory Board. Navigation courses
provided him with the skills to successfully pilot his yacht,
“Sea Hunter,” across the Gulf Stream to the Bahamas in
1970. Al was a longtime member of Fort Lauderdale’s
Jolly Anglers Boating Club and an early member of the
Power Squadron. After Al retired from teaching, other
affiliations through the years included the Broward
County Kampers Klub, the Keenagers, the Trailblazers of
Broward County, the Retired Rollers Bowling League, the
Broward County Retired Educators Association, the
NAACP and the National Wildlife Federation.
Al leaves to mourn his passing, a devoted wife, Ruth Taylor Giles; a doting daughter, Yvette
M. Giles, Ed.D.; one loving brother, Harry (Hattie) Giles; one sister-in-law, Georgia Mae
Johnson; one brother-in-law, Raymond Allen; several special nephews and nieces, Pastor
Russell (Joyce) Giles, Johnny (Ann) Taylor, Deborah Mizell, Charles (Rosa) Taylor, Rick
(Carol) Anderson, Joseph “Joey” (Beverly) Owens, Gwen Hayes (and siblings), Sharon (Lloyd)
Sanders, and Frederick (Connie) Taylor — and their children, several with whom “Uncle Al”
developed special relationships through the years: Johnny C. Taylor, Jr., Esq.; Vennis “Vince”
Taylor, Lavenia Giles, Jackie Taylor, Dawna Taylor (Andre) Thornton and their children, Jamal
and Morgan; and Tracey Taylor (Vincent) Chadwrick; several cousins, the Reverend John
(Doris) Giles, Lucher (Ann) Giles, Leveorn (Laura) Giles and their siblings; a dear longtime
friend and former Dillard classmate, retired teacher Catherine Pratt; the son of Al’s lifelong
friend and fraternity brother, Ellis Miller, Sr., Ellis (Elizabeth) Miller, Jr.; two god daughters,
retired Attorney Thajauna Miller and Ceaniel Priester; and a host of former students, Alpha
Phi Alpha Fraternity brothers, former colleagues, association members, and friends.

Revelations 14:13, “And I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, Write this:
‘Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth’: Yea, saith the
Spirit, that they may rest from their labors; and their works do follow them.”
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A Loving Visual Tribute

John 14:1-3, “Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in
me. In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have
told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for
you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye
may be also.”

Al’s favorite quote: “The heights by great men reached and kept were not attained
by sudden flight, but they, while their companions slept, were toiling upward in
the night.” Henry Wadsworth Longfellow
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Pall Bearers
Men of the Zeta Alpha Lambda Graduate Chapter of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc.
Anthony D. Aranha
Nathan E. Osgood
Dwayne A. Cisrow
Juacane L. Reynolds
Kirkland Floyd
Ricky O. Stewart

In Appreciation
The family of the late Alphonso “Al” Giles wishes to express deeply heartfelt appreciation
for the many acts of kindness and sympathy shown during our time of bereavement. We
indeed appreciate your calls, cards, personal visits, prayers, assistance, gifts of food,
valuable advice, and monetary donations to the Alphonso Giles Memorial Scholarship
Fund. And thank you, especially, to all those who utilized their precious time to visit or call
Al (Dad). May Almighty God reward your kindness with greater measure.
We thank the Reverend Henry E. Green, Jr., members of Mt. Hermon AME, the talented
Randy Corinthian and other program participants for a truly blessed and healing celebration
of Al’s life and legacy. The Mary Allen Stewardess Board also is to be commended for
preparing and serving a delicious repast following the home going for our beloved one.
We thank Al’s dear fraternity, the Zeta Alpha Lambda Chapter of Alpha Phi Alpha. Words
are inadequate to express the depth of our appreciation for the countless ways you have
honored and supported our dear one and his family. We also sincerely appreciate your
provision of a delightful repast following the wake. Your steadfast loyalty to your founding
member and service to mankind made your Brother Giles walk a little taller and stand a little
prouder during his last years with us. He would surely say to you, “Brothers, keep up the
great work!”

A Poem of Remembrance: “The Broken Chain”
We little knew that afternoon
God would call your name.
In life, we loved you dearly;
in death, we do the same.
It broke our hearts to lose you;
you did not go alone.
For part of us went with you,
the day God called you home.
You left us peaceful memories;
your love is still our guide.
And though we cannot see you,
you are always at our side.
Our family chain is broken,
and nothing seems the same,
But as God calls us one by one,
the chain will link again.
-Anonymous

Funeral Services Entrusted to
Roy Mizell and Kurtz Funeral Home
1305 NW 6th Street • Fort Lauderdale, FL
Phone (954)467-3426 • www.mizellandkurtzfuneralhome.com

