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President’s Report
One of the organizational goals of the Tennessee Valley Chapter, Sons of the American Revolution is to
“unite and promote fellowship among our members”. Recently, a group of our members attended the “Making
Alabama” exhibit at the Huntsville Botanical Gardens. This is a traveling exhibit designed to help celebrate the
bicentennial of the State of Alabama while also educating attendees on the history of our great state. It was a
wonderful evening of fellowship, learning, and a great meal together. We have another “get together” quickly
approaching on August 23rd. This is our Summer Social where we will eat, enjoy each other’s company, and also
be entertained by a Barbershop Quartet named “Eight Feet Wide”. It promises to be a great event and you are
all welcome to join us. It will begin at 6:00 on Friday, August 23 rd at the Whitesburg Baptist Church
Recreation Center. This is the same location as last year. If you plan to attend, please let me know by emailing
me at jgriffith@cspire.com or by signing up at one of our Chapter Meetings. We currently have over 50 people
signed up to attend and it should be a lot of fun. Remember to bring a dish of some sort with you. We will
provide BBQ, Slaw, Beans, Buns, and Tea.
Our upcoming monthly meetings are shaping up to be fantastic as well. In August, TVCSAR will be
honored to host the founder of the American Village in Montevallo, Mr. Tom Walker. He is an incredible
speaker and is serving as one of only 16 citizens appointed by Congressional leaders to serve on the United
States Semiquincentennial Commission. The Commission is responsible for leading the Nation’s 250th
anniversary celebration and commemoration of American Independence in 2026. In September, our monthly
meeting will be held at the Alabama Constitution Hall Park and Museum in the building where Alabama’s
original constitution was debated and signed. This is altogether appropriate as we celebrate the 200 th anniversary
of the State of Alabama.
There are a lot of actions currently underway which I believe our membership will welcome. First, we are
in final review of modifications to the existing Constitution and By-Laws of our Chapter and expect to have that
out to the membership for review and approval at the August Chapter meeting. These modifications have been
put together by a committee consisting of Vice President Ray Livingston – Chair, Treasurer Randal Jennings,
Chancellor Richard Tingle, and Corresponding Secretary Jim Maples. They have done a great job updating
these documents to reflect the current state of our organization. Second, Benny Hannah is working on finalizing
our Chapter Handbook for distribution at our September Meeting. It has been several years since that
document has been updated and provided to membership, so we are excited about making that available again
soon. Third, Jess Browne has recently become the Chair of our Public Relations Committee and is already
having a significant impact. As an organization, we are actively participating with the Early Works Museums
where we have individuals starting to volunteer with them. In return, the Early Works Museum is offering one
of their facilities for our September Meeting. In addition, based on the idea of Jess Browne, we have established
a Speaker’s Bureau which is a pool of individuals and topics we
can offer to Community Organizations who are in need of
presentations. The ideas and actions are flowing and I believe will
continue to have a very positive impact on TVCSAR.
A couple of last thoughts… The Americanism Award is
presented every year and is based on the various activities of each
Chapter. If you are volunteering, presenting, or doing anything
related to the Sons of the American Revolution, please let Benny
Hannah know. There are many, many factors in determining our
Americanism Score and your activities could very easily have a net
positive impact. Also, please consider becoming a George
Washington Fellow. This is an endowment fund designed to
support the objectives of Sons of the American Revolution. Your
donation of $1,000 will make you a permanent Fellow and be a
tremendous help to SAR and the various goals of our National
organization.
As always, I am thankful to our members for your support,
President Jim Griffith - Veterans Park
our volunteers for your time, and our Officers for making
Memorial Day Service
TVCSAR what we are today. We are truly a growing and
dynamic organization with incredible goals and a lot of
momentum.
Jim Griffith

August/September 2019

The Valley Patriot

Secretary’s Report - June Meeting
. The June 10th, 2019 Chapter meeting was called to order by
President Jim Griffith at 11:00 a.m. in the auditorium of the HuntsvilleMadison County Library. Jim began the meeting by asking everyone to
please silence their cell phones. Chaplain James Henderson was asked to
open the meeting with prayer. The Pledge of Allegiance was led by
Vice-President Ray Livingston, followed by the SAR Pledge. Thirty
seven (37) members and forty nine (49) guests were present for today’s
meeting.
President Griffith: “We are happy to welcome our Heroism
Awardees today! We are thankful for you and the job that you do!
Recognizing your contributions to our community is one of our
objectives as an organization. Our community is a better place because of
you! Welcome to Early Works Museum representatives. We are happy
to have you with us today. We are always looking for ways to engage with
our community and are excited about expanding our relationship with
you. Others – Thank you for joining us today! This organization has
more than 220 members locally and over 38,000 nationally. If you are
interested in joining our group, please talk with a member or one of our
officers. We are happy you are here! We have a lot of guest here today, in
lieu of individually recognizing the new guest at this time, I would like to
let you know how much we appreciate you being here and what your
presence bring to this organization.”
NOTE FROM ELEMENTARY HISTORY TEACHER OF
THE YEAR , JONATHAN BRAGWELL
To The Sons of the American Revolution,
I leave on my trip to the Colonial Williamsburg Teacher
Institute tomorrow! I am so excited about this learning opportunity. I am
excited to represent the Hartselle City School system & the state of
Alabama. I have never been to Colonial Williamsburg, Jamestown, or
Yorktown. I am also excited about how my future students will benefit
from me attending this teacher institute.
This whole experience of being named the National Elementary
History Teacher of the Year has been so overwhelming and humbling.
For 22 years of my teaching career, I have never received this type of
recognition. During my 23rd year, I received the honor of being named
my school's Teacher of the Year earlier in January, then the honor your
organization bestowed upon me in March. I am also shocked and
honored to be the first teacher from the state of Alabama to receive this
award, because I know so many high quality teachers in the North
Alabama area alone.
I want to take a moment and sincerely thank everyone in the
Sons of the American Revolution for this honor and especially for the all
expenses paid trip to Williamsburg. There is no way I would ever be able
to afford such an opportunity on my own and I truly, truly appreciate it
from the very bottom of my heart.
Please forward my appreciation to everyone in the Sons of the
American Revolution organization.
God Bless,
Jonathan T. Bragwell, M.Ed.
5th Grade Social Studies Teacher & Extended Day Director
Hartselle Intermediate School
2019 Sons of the American Revolution National Elementary
History Teacher of the Year
Hartselle High School Football & Basketball PA Announcer
President Griffith said that this trip is going on now and that Jonathan
had left last Saturday for the event. This is a huge honor, being selected
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out of participants across the nation and he was sponsored by this
chapter. Jonathan will be reporting back to us as our speaker in our July
monthly meeting.
Heroism Awards were presented by Vice President Ray Livingston
to the following officers in groups:
Office Christopher L. Wellman, Officer Darren W. White, Officer
Taylor J. Davis, and Officer Larry W. Tomlin.
All of these officers were recognized for their professionalism on January
16, when a suspected carjacker fired shots at officers during a pursuit.
Due to their training, no one was injured in the incident and the suspect
was taken into custody.
Mr. Stephen D. Johnson, Officer Robert W. Baker, Officer Roger R.
Speake and Captain Robert A. Finn
All of these officers were recognized for pulling a lady out of a burning
building just prior to it being totally engulfed in flames and an ensuing
explosion of oxygen tanks in the residence.
After the officers received their medals and certificates,
President Griffith stated that these are examples of split second decisions
that these men have to deal with on a daily basis and we should all be
proud of them. President Griffith indicated that they were all welcome to
stay, but allowed for a short break while the officers returned to work.
Introduction of Jim Maples by Vice-President Ray Livingston:
Jim has been a major player in the success of our chapter. He is the
former Chapter President and also past State President. Jim is our
present Communications Secretary, he produces our newsletter, manages
our website, does our nametags, and numerous other activities supporting
both the State and local chapter. Next, Vice-President Livingston asked
Jim Maples to come forward and give his special Presentation. Jim calls
his presentation "Lafayette Visits Alabama". Before Jim got Lafayette to
Alabama, He did cover his Revolutionary War service and his friendship
with George Washington.
OLD BUSINESS
President Griffith asked for the reading of the minutes from the
previous meeting. A motion was made by Jim Griffith to suspend with
the reading of the minutes, the motion was seconded by Bob Doherty. A
voice vote was called for and the motion was passed to dispense with the
reading by unanimous vote.
President Griffith then asked Bob Doherty to come up and
make a presentation. Bob then presented Dr. Frank Paul Stefano with a
Certificate of Military Service (Navy). Bob then updated us on the
Certificate of Patriotism which is now presented by National.
President Griffith also announced that our Chapter was
awarded the State Americanism award for chapters of over 100 members.
Bob Anderson expressed to the group how important this award is to the
chapter because it is based on chapter activities. We are now competing
for the National Neal Shepherd Americanism Award. President Griffith
thanked last year’s President Randal Jennings for his leadership in this
award.
President Griffith also announced that one of our own –
Jonathan Gubert, a member of the Tennessee Valley Chapter has
received his appointment to West Point Military Academy in the fall.
Gubert, son of compatriot Michael Gubert is a member of the National
Honor Society, a varsity letter member of Sparkman High cross country
team and an Eagle Scout. He is an executive officer with a rank of major
for Sparkman’s JROTC army battalion and commander of the JROTC
drill team. He received nominations to West Point from Representative
Mo Brooks, Senator Richard Shelby and army JROTC.
Officers Report:
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Minutes continued from previous page
President-Jim Griffith
Schedule of upcoming events:
June 21st – Flag Pole Dedication at the American Village (Bob
Anderson will provide additional details later)
June 27th – BOO Meeting
June 29th – Skeet Vaughn’s 90th Birthday Party, All members are
invited. Jim can provide address if you are interesting.
July 4th – Color Guard participation in the 4th of July event at the
American Village Cemetery in Montevallo, AL.
July 11th at 5:00 p.m. – TVCSAR visit to the Huntsville Botanical
Garden to see “Making Alabama, A Travelling Bicentennial
Exhibit”.
August 10th – Tentative Grave Marking for DAR Daughter
August 23rd – Summer Social at Whitesburg Baptist Church Event
Center with entertainment from “Eight Feet Wide”, a
barbershop quartet. (Free of Charge)
Sept. 17th – Athens State University Constitution Day Celebrations.
Next Meeting will be on July 8th
50% reimbursement has been approved by the ALSSAR for the
Jonathan Bragwell reception. Total cost of the reception was about
$560.00. The check has been delivered to Randall Jennings.
We have several monthly meetings upcoming where we were unable
to get this space. At this point, our September Monday meeting has been
moved to Wednesday of the same week. Set your Calendars. If anyone
has any concerns, please follow up with President Griffith.
Bob Anderson announced details of the Flag Pole Ceremony at
American Village on June 21st. Bob started by showing a slide picture of
the new Flag Poles taken at the BOM Meeting. Bob said that we still
need another $800 dollars for the maintenance fund. He is still accepting
donations. The Dedication will begin at 10:30am up on the hill. The 2 nd
part will be a sit down lunch provided by American Village in Liberty
Hall. Everyone is invited, but you must RSVP to Bob or to Jodie at the
Village to participate in the lunch event. The Village will be open that day
and tours will be available after lunch. Dress code for the event will be
polo shirt and slacks unless you are participating in the event. Warren
Alter will be the speaker making this a National event for the Color
Guard. At this point, we will have Color Guard from Tennessee, Georgia,
Mississippi and Georgia. Any questions should be directed to Bob
Anderson.
Vice President-Ray Livingston
Recognition of JROTC Cadets is now complete for this year. Next
month’s speaker will be our Teacher of the year award winner, Jonathan
Bragwell. You do not want to miss this presentation.
Chaplain –James Henderson
Nothing new to report
Treasurer-Randal Jennings
Nothing new to report.
Registrar-Charles McMurry
TVCSAR Registrar’s Report updated as of 2019 June 06. Several new
prospects added since last month and are labeled as new in the report.
There are two new registrations approved. Three SAR Applications were
received at NSSAR since the last meeting for a total of six applications
awaiting review.
Summary as of 06 June 2019:
1. SAR COMPATRIOTS REGISTERED AWAITING
INDUCTION—2
2. SAR APPLICATIONS RECEIVED AT NSSAR AWAITING
REVIEW — 6
3. SAR APPLICATIONS MAILED NOT RECEIVED AT
NSSAR—0

4. SAR APPLICATIONS STARTED, NOT FINALIZED —24
5. SAR PROSPECTS: AWAITING PROSPECT’S FAMILY
DATA INPUT – 52
6. SAR SUPPLEMENTAL APPLICATIONS APPROVED,
CERT NOT AWARDED--0
7. SAR SUPPLEMENTAL APPS RECEIVED AT NSSAR
AWAITING REVIEW—1
8. SAR SUPPLEMENTAL APPS MAILED NOT RECEIVED
AT NSSAR—0
9. NEW SAR MEMBERS INDUCTED AT LAST REGULAR
MEETING 13 May 2019 - 10
Recording Secretary-Benny Hannah
Notes recorded in our monthly meetings are published by Jim
Maples in our bi-monthly newsletter.
Americanism Award data for 2019 is being collected and input into
an official active SAR spread sheet. Need all members to
please send e-mails of any Chapter activities outside our
regular meetings to Benny Hannah. Please include any
documentation or pictures.
Pictures for the State Face Book page should be forwarded to
Benny for inclusion in our State site. Randal also noted that we
have a chapter Face Book page.
Corresponding Secretary-Jim Maples
The latest newsletter is posted to the website at www.tvcsar.org. There is
a link on the home page or you can go to "Newsletters" where the latest
issue is at the top. John Hunt Society – Children of the American
Revolution presentation by Jim Maples, and Bob and Kay Anderson
Our chapter is now over 220 members again. Our August Speaker will be
Tom Walker from American Village; he is a terrific Speaker and is also
Chairman of the Alabama 200 Bi-Centennial.
Historian –Cliff Lanham
Absent, Cliff has a staph infection following some minor surgery. He is
on an antibiotic drip at home.
Genealogist-Warren Adams
Absent
Committee Report:
Randal Jennings updated the chapter on the current Color Guard
activities:
Recent activities included:
Wreath Laying – Memorial Day Ceremony
Color Guard – Memorial Day participation at The American Village
Upcoming Activities:
June 21st-Flag Pole Dedication
July 4th –American Village
Aug.10th-Grave Marking
Sept 17th-Athens State University
The Color Guard is still looking for new members. One of our challenges
this year is to increase our numbers. If anyone is interested we have some
extra uniforms. Please contact Randal for information.
Flag Committee- If you know of anyone who is properly displaying our
Flag please let Randal know so he can recognize them with a flag
certificate.
President Griffith indicated that he would like to regress and go
back and recognize our 1st time guest or visitors that may be in
attendance. Please stand and introduce yourself. Ron Bridges, Randy
Morrison, Nancy Helms, Susan Elrod all stood and were recognized.
Visitors from Early Works Family of Museums (Julia Coberly and
Catherine Cape) President Griffith thanked them for their attendance and
indicated that he and some of the officers would meet with them after our
regular meeting to discuss areas where we can work together.
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NEW BUSINESS: (None)
Announcement- As part of the Bi-Centennial event, all six of the State
constitutions will be on display at the Art Museum. The first is rolled up
and considered to be the best. The last is considered the worst and is the
one that we use now. The display will begin on June 30th and will run
thru August 17th.
President Griffith made the following closing comments:
Thank you greeters (Ray Cassell and Danny Whitt) Both of these
individuals are new inductees and are already active participants in our
Chapter. Make sure and thank them for joining us and playing an active
role! Thank you Ladies Auxiliary for your undying support and for
feeding us at every meeting! Your efforts are appreciated more than you
know!
The Tennessee Valley Chapter, Sons of the American Revolution is
a growing, dynamic organization that is active in our community. We are
happy that you are here today! If you have any questions at all, please do
not hesitate to ask a member or an officer. And don’t forget, our next
meeting will be: July 8th at 11am. President Jim Griffith asked the group
to stand for the dismissal prayer by Chaplain Henderson. Jim then led
the group in the SAR Recessional. President Griffith adjourned the
meeting at 12:11PM.

Benny Hannah, Recording Secretary
Secretary’s Report - July Meeting
The July 8th, 2019 Chapter meeting was called to order by
President Jim Griffith at 11:00 a.m. in the auditorium of the HuntsvilleMadison County Library. Jim began the meeting by asking everyone to
please silence their cell phones. Chaplain James Henderson was asked to
open the meeting with prayer. The Pledge of Allegiance was led by VicePresident Ray Livingston, followed by the SAR Pledge. Thirty six (36)
members and Twenty one (21) guests were present for today’s meeting.
President Griffith indicated that he would like to recognize our
first time guests or visitors that may be in attendance. Please stand and
introduce yourself. Kathy McLean and Roger McLean stood and
introduced themselves. Conley Ownby also stood and introduced
himself.
President Griffith reminded everyone that on July 20th, we will
be celebrating fifty years since we landed a man on the moon. Jim then
asked all the members who worked at NASA or were contractors there to
please stand and be recognized. We have many members who are history.
Jim followed up by reciting many statistics that were accomplished by
NASA. He says that he loves History and these guys are History. What
a great honor.
President Griffith next talked about our Summer Social. We
have a sign- up sheet. It is being passed around now. Please sign up and
attend. The social will be Friday, August 23rd at the Whitesburg Baptist
Church Recreation Center starting at 6 pm. Entertainment by “Eight
Feet Wide”, a Barbershop Quartet.
Our first person to recognize today is Julia Coberly, volunteer
coordinator for Early Works. She is accompanied today by one of her
assistants, Jacob Ginn. Jim stated that our September meeting will be
held at Constitution Hall Park. The meeting will be held in the same
location where the State of Alabama was created. Early Works will be
offering free tours of the renovated facilities after our meeting. Julia came
up and spoke to us about Early Works and volunteering. She indicated
that they have had several thousand visitors since they opened in early
June. Saturday night is family night and this past Saturday had over 200

guests. Jim thanked Julie for her presentation and help with our
September Meeting. Julie will also provide our speaker for the
September meeting. Building relationships with organizations of kindred
spirits. Next, Jim announced that our Chapter now has a speaker’s
bureau. Bob Baccus has just volunteered to add his name to the speakers
list. We are still looking for additional speakers. The information is on
our Chapter website.
Vice President Ray Livingston asked our Teacher’s program
leader, Bob Anderson to come up and introduce today’s speaker. Bob
said that we are in for a treat today. We have the National winner of the
Dr. Tom and Betty Lawrence American History Teacher Award.
Jonathan Bragwell has been teaching now for 24-years. He teaches 5th
grade social studies at Hartselle school where he was their previous
Teacher of the year winner. Bob also raved about Jonathan’s u-tube video
where he rapped the “Bill of Rights”.
Jonathan prepared a great slide presentation for us on his week
at the Colonial Williamsburg Institute. He also had an opportunity to
visit one of his favorite colleges, William and Mary. Jonathan noted that
the group of teachers was from all parts of the country. They were housed
at the Woodlands, which is next to the visitor’s center. He also toured
Jamestown and Jamestown Island. He took pictures of the statues and
landmarks as he gathered all the Historical information which he shared
with us. He is planning on putting a presentation together for his new
students this year. He shared some of the teaching tools that he uses in
his classroom. Jonathan answered questions from the group after his
presentation. The key question to Jonathan was-What do you think is the
greatest obstacle to teaching kids today? Jonathan answered two things,
1st is entitled students and 2nd is home life issues. These issues have to be
addressed before you can teach the students. Jonathan was presented a
certificate of appreciation from President Griffith, and then Vice
President Ray Livingston presented Jonathan an Eagle Head Memento
for his desk. Pictures were taken by Jim Maples for the website and
newsletter.
President Griffith asked our two new chapter inductees to come
up front. Robert Thomas Vaughan Sr. and Eddie Howard Winkles were
then asked to take the SAR Pledge .Jim then presented each with their
certificate and asked Registrar Charles McMurry to come up front and
present each new member with their SAR Rosettes. Robert and Eddie
both gave brief information on their patriots and their challenge to get the
documentation verified and approved.
President Griffith then asked George Eldon Vincent Jr. to
come up front. George was presented with a supplemental ancestor
certificate for his patriot Peter Mercer. George was asked to stay on stage
while Mac Moon came up to do a second presentation. Mac first did his
special commercial for the George Washington Foundation before
presenting George with his Certificate and Gold Pin for being Tennessee
Valley Chapters newest George Washington Fellow. Mac encouraged
everyone to please consider joining the G W Foundation. The cost is a
onetime $1000 dollar payment or a $200 payment with a $200 dollar
payment each year for the next four years. Mac noted that the original
investment is never spent while 80% of the revenues is handed out each
year in the form of grants. Our Chapter has been the beneficiary of two
grants over the past couple of years. This included a $6000 grant for our
flag pole project. Jim Maples provided us with a new standing poster and
we have brochures on the back table.
President Griffith asked Flag Chairman Randal Jennings to
make the next presentation. Randal asked Jim Maples to come up and
accept the certificate for his citizenship and proper display of the
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Minutes continued from previous page
American Flag. Jim told us that he would be displaying his Betsy Ross
Flag soon.
Vice president Livingston came up and made our last
presentation for the day. He asked Lexie Lynn Helms to please come up
and accept a certificate and the Military Service Pin for his service in the
US Navy.
OLD BUSINESS
President Griffith asked for the reading of the minutes from the previous
meeting. A motion was made by Bob Anderson to suspend with the
reading of the minutes, the motion was seconded by Chip Phar. A motion
was made by Chaplain Henderson to accept the minutes as written and
seconded by Bob Baccus. A voice vote was called for and the motion was
passed to accept the minutes as written by unanimous vote.
Officers Report:
President-Jim Griffith
Schedule of upcoming events:
July 11th at 5:00 p.m. –This Thursday, TVCSAR visit to the
Huntsville Botanical Garden to see “Making Alabama, A
Travelling Bicentennial Exhibit”. Jim Maples brought in
brochures and left them on the back table.
August 10th – (Rescheduled) Grave Marking for DAR Daughter
has been moved to October 5th.
August 23rd – Summer Social at Whitesburg Baptist Church Event
Center with entertainment from “Eight Feet Wide”, a
barbershop quartet. (Free of Charge) A Sign up sheet is being
passed around.
Sept. 17th – Athens State University Constitution Day Celebrations.
(Details later)
Speaker’s Bureau is now active! We are looking for others to join the
Speaker’s Bureau.
Americanism Award – We need to document all of your participation and
volunteer work. Please update Benny Hannah on all of your activities.
George Washington Endowment Fund – Please consider becoming a
GW Fellow. Talk with Jim Maples.
Public Relations Committee now exists. Dr. Jesse Brown – Chair, Jim
Maples, Cliff Lanham, and we still need two others. If you are interested
in being a part of this committee, please let me know.
Membership Roster Booklet is being updated by Benny Hannah. Please
send any updates to Benny at benny.harris.hannah@gmail.com. Contact
info is also on the website.
Next Meeting will be on August 12th and I will not be here. Ray
Livingston will handle the meeting.
September meeting will be at Constitution Village Park in downtown with
free tours of the park and
buildings after the meeting. Lunch will not be provided at that meeting.
(Water will be available)
Vice President-Ray Livingston
Next month’s speaker will be Tom Walker, founder and CEO of The
American Village. Tom is passionate about history and our constitution.
Please plan to attend, it will be a great presentation.
Chaplain –James Henderson
Nothing new to report.
Treasurer-Randal Jennings
A graph was displayed on the overhead showing our checking account
and our money market account totals.
Registrar-Charles McMurry
The TVCSAR Registrar’s Report as of 2019 June 28 is summarized
below: Several new prospects were added since last month or recently.
Photo by Jim Maples

There are two new prospects since the June 6 Registrar’s Report labeled
and highlighted (Paul Richard Armbrester and Conley Ownby). There
are two new registrations
(Daniel Lambert Spiegeberg and David
Wayne Cole). One supplemental was approved on June 14th for. George
Vinson. Charles also commented that we have one new applicant who
signed today.
Summary as of 28 June 2019:
1. SAR COMPATRIOTS REGISTERED AWAITING
INDUCTION—4
2. SAR APPLICATIONS RECEIVED AT NSSAR AWAITING
REVIEW — 4
3. SAR APPLICATIONS MAILED NOT RECEIVED AT
NSSAR—1
4. SAR APPLICATIONS STARTED, NOT FINALIZED —24
5. SAR PROSPECTS: AWAITING PROSPECT’S FAMILY
DATA INPUT – 55
6. SAR SUPPLEMENTAL APPLICATIONS APPROVED,
CERT NOT AWARDED--1
7. SAR SUPPLEMENTAL APPS RECEIVED AT NSSAR
AWAITING REVIEW—0
8. SAR SUPPLEMENTAL APPS MAILED NOT RECEIVED
AT NSSAR—0
9. NEW SAR MEMBERS INDUCTED AT LAST REGULAR
MEETING 11 June 2019 - 0
Recording Secretary-Benny Hannah
I have a need for updated information from members to update our
Chapter Handbook. We would like to get it back out to the
members in September. We will keep the same format as
before, except we will be adding the names of the spouses.
Americanism Award data for 2019 is being collected and input into
an official active SAR spread sheet. Need all members to
please send e-mails of any Chapter activities outside our
regular meetings to Benny Hannah. Please include any
documentation or pictures. Send to Benny at
benny.harris.hannah@gmail.com
New website called Patriot Path has a lot of good patriot info. I will
post on facebook for members to go in and see if this would be
of interest to them.
Corresponding Secretary-Jim Maples
Our chapter is now over 220 members again. If you need a name tag,
make sure you have your name on the list in the back, Make sure that you
put your name down as you would like to be called. Jim noted that he is a
dual member with the Joseph Greer society in Tennessee. Joseph was
known as the Kings Mountain Messenger. He was sent by horseback to
notify the Continental Congress that we had won the Battle of Kings
Mountain.
Historian –Cliff Lanham
Cliff informed the group that we have a historical record area on the
second floor of the library. His message is primarily for former officers
and committee chairmen who need to get rid of their old SAR files. He is
ready to lighten their load by taking their old hard copy and electronic
files.
Genealogist-Warren Adams
Nothing new to report.
Committee Report:
(No new committee reports)
Randal Jennings updated the chapter on the current Color Guard
activities:
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Recent activities included:
Color Guard_ June 21st Flag Pole dedication at American Village.
Color Guard – July 4th participation at The American Village.
Upcoming Activities:
Aug 3rd- Early Works ‘End of the Summer Activities” 3-Hour event.
Aug.10th-Grave Marking Has been rescheduled to October 5thwhich is
the same day as our next BOM. (Randal is out of town and will not be
available for either event) He will need someone to cover for him.
Sept 18th-Athens State University for constitution day. The date is good
but the details are pending.
The Color Guard is still looking for new members. One of our challenges
this year is to increase our numbers. If anyone is interested, we have some
extra uniforms. Please contact Randal for information.
Flag Committee- If you know of anyone who is properly displaying our
Flag,please let him know so we can recognize them with a flag certificate.
President Griffith made the following closing comments:
 Thank you greeters Frank Scalfano and Lynn Helms Both of these
individuals are recent inductees and are already active participants in our
Chapter. Make sure to thank them for joining us and playing an active
role! Thank you Ladies Auxiliary for your undying support and for
feeding us at every meeting! Your efforts are appreciated more than you
know!
 The Tennessee Valley Chapter, Sons of the American Revolution is
a growing, dynamic organization that is active in our community. We are
happy that you are here today! If you have any questions at all, please do
not hesitate to ask a member or an officer. And don’t forget, our next
meeting will be: August 12th at 11 am here at the library.
President Jim Griffith asked the group to stand for the dismissal
prayer by Chaplain Henderson. Jim then led the group in the SAR
Recessional. President Griffith adjourned the meeting at 12:20PM.

Summer Social
Our summer social will be held on Friday, August
23rd, 6:00pm at the Whitesburg Baptist Recreation Outreach Center, 7300 Whitesburg Dr. (same location as last
year).
Admission is a side dish or dessert. Beverages, barbeque, beans, and cole slaw will be provided.
If you signed up at the July meeting we have you
down. If you didn’t, we will have the signup sheet available
at the August 12th meeting or let President Griffith know if
you will be attending and how many will be in your party.
256-656-8761 or email at jgriffith@cspire.com
This is in addition to our regular meeting which in
August will be held on Monday, August 12th.
Guests and potential members are welcome! Hope to
Lewellen Jones
see you there on the 23rd!

Benny Hannah, Recording Secretary

Ray Livingston

Jonathan Bragwell
Ray Livingston

Jim Maples

Above, Vice-President Ray Livingston presents a
gift to our June speaker Jim Maples.
At the left, Vice-President Ray Livingston
presents a certificate and gift to our July speaker
Jonathan Bragwell.
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New Members June/July Meetings. Welcome new members !

Eddie Winkles

Bob Vaughan

Above, our Color Guard participated in a Saturday afternoon event at Constitution Hall Park in downtown
Huntsville.. In addition to bringing in and retiring the Colors, we had our flags on display. Above left, Ray
Cassell talks to visitors about the Culpepper Minutemen flag and above right, Chip Pharr talks to vistors
about the Bedford flag.
Photo by Jim Maples
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At our June meeting, we awarded eight heroism medals and certificates. In the top photo, Huntsville
Police officers starting from the left next to President Jim Griffith are Officer Larry Tomlin,
Officer Taylor Davis, Officer Darren White, and Officer Christopher Wellman (Vice-President Ray
Livingston is on the right.
In the bottom picture Hartselle Police officers from left to right are Officer Roger Speake, Captain Robert
Finn, Officer Robert Baker and Mr. Stephen Johnson
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In the photo at the left, Mac Moon presents our newest George
Washington Endowment Fund Fellow George Vinson with his
certificate and pin.
In the two middle photos, Lynn Helms and Frank Scalfano are
presented their Military Service certificates.
In the bottom photo, Randal Jennings presents a Flag Certificate to
your newsletter editor Jim Maples.

Mac Moon
George Vinson

Lynn Helms

Ray Livingston

MichaelVinson

Bob Doherty
Frank Scalfano

Randal Jennings

Photo by Jim Maples

Jim Maples
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The American Village Flag Pole Project
A dedication ceremony was held on June 21st
for The American Village flag pole project
sponsored by the Alabama Society.
Pictures courtesy of Fotowerks

Above are the flag poles and flags with the
benches and wall funded by the Alabama Society
with major funding support from the George
Washington Endowment Fund. At the right is a
photo of the outstanding Color Guard on hand
for the dedication.

Photo Courtesy of Aaron Davies

Jim Maples
1501 Elmwood Dr.
Huntsville, AL 35801

Photos by Jim Maples
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