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BLUE RIDGE FIRE DISTRICT BOARD OF DIRECTORS

SPECIAL MEETING

Saturday, January 4, 2014
 APPROVED MINUTES

1. 
CALL TO ORDER:  Meeting called to order at 1:00 p.m. by Chair Richard Eng. 
2. 
ROLL CALL OF BOARD MEMBERS:   Present were Richard Eng, Alma Seward, Mark Wise, Nick Gemrose.  Tammy Rosenhagen attending telephonically. 
3.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Chairman Eng led those present in the pledge of allegiance.

4.  REVIEW and ADOPTION of AGENDA:  Moved by Alma Seward, seconded by Nick Gemrose, to adopt agenda.  Motion passes: 5-0. 
5.  APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES:    None.

6.  ANNOUNCEMENTS:    None.
7.  REPORTS AND CORRESPONDENCE:  N/A
8.  CALL TO THE PUBLIC:  None.  (Board reserves the right to call on members of the         




               public for valuable input). 

9.  Old BUSINESS:    None.
 

10.   NEW BUSINESS:

        A.  Review and discussion of Mogollon Ranch, and BRFD financial situation (possible                                   vote to follow):  

Board members reviewed and discussed over 45 exhibits presented by the BRFD Board Chair and the BRFD Board Treasurer.  These exhibits cover roughly a 15-yr period and consist of documents dating from April of 1998 to November of 2013. The total number of exhibits exceeds 45 documents [see Exhibits E1 through E 45 referred to herein].  In addition, Board Treasurer Mark Wise introduced a letter from R. Reimers to P. Gooding dated in August of 2001, itemizing an $88,000 cash contribution, in which there was no mention of a fire substation. This letter was incorporated under Exhibit E 19, as Exhibit E 19A.  The Board examined all documents presented, one by one, over a period of approximately 2-1/2 hours. 

Treasurer Wise then asked questions of the former fire chief, who was present as a member of the public. Chief Buddle offered his recollection of the handling of the MRPOA donations and the process followed by the Fire District and stated that he was not aware of history before 2004. Former BRFD Board members Hammer and Spackman were also invited to share pertinent information, but declined, noting that they had nothing additional from what had been presented in the Exhibits. 

Board discussion continued on the appropriate response to MRPOA’s request for a $123,040 refund.  There was consensus that additional information would be desirable before making a final decision.  Mark Wise agreed to contact Bob Reimers, and Alma Seward agreed to contact Lou Hoover (each former BRFD Board members), and additional consideration was given to consulting with the County over the issue.  In view of the desire to make additional contacts and allow more time for deliberation, it was agreed that the issue would be taken up at a future meeting for the Board’s decision, and that no further action would be taken today.

Moved by Alma Seward, seconded by Mark Wise, to table Item 10(A) to a future date pending further investigation.  Motion passes: 5-0.  

There was discussion of changing the Jan. 11 meeting time to 10:00 a.m. if Reimers and Hoover would be available to attend, to allow discussion of Item 10(A) by the full board (Nick Gemrose cannot attend the 4:00 p.m. meeting because of medical appointments).  However, if witnesses cannot attend, the meeting time would stay at 4:00 p.m., and the Board would address this matter at a later date.  Chairman Eng noted that he needs to know by Tuesday (Jan. 7) of any change in meeting time, to allow ample public notice for the agenda.

11.   FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS:         

A. Regular Public Meeting January 11, 2014 at 4:00 p.m:

Pursuant to the motion and discussion above under Item 10A, it is noted that the January 11 meeting time could be subject to change if Reimers and Hoover are available to attend—it would begin instead at 10:00 a.m., such changes being reflected in the Agenda.  
12.   ADJOURNMENT:  Moved by Alma Seward, seconded by Nick Gemrose to adjourn the            meeting.  Motion passes: 5-0.  Meeting adjourned at 4:18 p.m.









